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A tutti coloro che lottano per  
assicurare benessere e dignità alle loro famiglie 
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Dissertation!abstract!in!English!
!

This!thesis!focuses!on!the!transnational!social!protection!(TSP)!arrangements!as!organized!by!

Ecuadorian!transnational!families!over!the!past!two!decades.!While!in!this!period!our!world!

has!become!increasingly!marked!by!mobility!and!transnationalization,!social!protection!linked!

to! various! human! needs! is! still! largely! conceived! for! sedentary! populations.! This! implies!

particular! challenges! for! migrants! and! their! transnational! families,! whose! needs! and!

arrangements!go!beyond!national!boundaries.!The!inadequacy!of!social!protection!systems!to!

ensure!the!needs!of!individuals!and!families!who!are!living!in!between!two!or!more!countries!

has!recently!been!pointed!out!by!social!scientists!addressing!this!research!agenda.!!

The!thesis!draws!on!a!multiMsited,!partly!matchedMsample!ethnographic!study!featuring!

sixtyMthree!transnational!families!from!Ecuador.!These!families!have!in!common!that!one!or!

more!of!their!members!migrated!to!Spain!and/or!the!United!Kingdom!after!Ecuador!faced!a!

severe!economic!crisis! in! the!1990s.!This!study!relies!on! fieldwork! in!Spain! (Barcelona!and!

suburbs),!England!(London)!and!diverse!localities!in!Ecuador!(mainly!Quito!and!Guayaquil).!It!

was!performed!during!a!period!of! fourteen!months! in!2015!and!2016,!and! this!effort!was!

supplemented! by! interviews!with! key! informants.! The! TSP! practices! of! these! families! are!

considered!in!their!temporal!evolution,!with!attention!for!the!life!course!of!the!involved!family!

members! and! contextual! circumstances.! These! practices! are! retraced! multiMdirectionally!

across! the! three! geographic! research! contexts,! in! terms! of! their! various! financial,!

organizational!and!material!provisions.!This!study!concentrates!on!five!main!social!protection!

areas:!income,!housing,!healthcare,!education!and!care,!relating!to!provisions!from!a!range!of!

actors,!including!the!family!itself,!the!state,!the!private!sector!and!the!third!sector.!

Ecuadorians!began!to!settle!in!Europe!in!larger!numbers!as!of!around!the!year!2000,!

mainly!in!Spain!at!first!and!later!on!also!in!the!United!Kingdom.!Initially!many!of!them!were!

geared!to!being!reunified!with!their!nuclear!family!in!their!new!country,!but!later!on!their!TSP!

arrangements!began!to!pertain! increasingly!to!their!aging!parents!and!extended!family,!an!

issue!hardly!addressed!in!the!main!literature!as!of!yet.!!

The!worldwide! recession,!which! started! in!2008!and!which!caused!major!economic!

decline! in!Spain,!strongly!affected!the!capacity!of!many!migrants!to!support!their!family! in!

Ecuador,!and!this!development!often!implied!a!readjustment!of!their!TSP!arrangements,!even!

giving!rise!to!soMcalled!reverse!economic!flows!and!a!key!role!of!organizational!efforts!from!
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Ecuador!to!Europe.!Moreover,!more!families!would!experience!spatial!reconfigurations,!with!

some! migrants! (temporally)! returning! to! Ecuador! and! others! undertaking! an! onward!

migration!to!England,!facilitated!by!their!acquired!Spanish!citizenship.!The!looming!Brexit!is!

likely!to!challenge!their!TSP!arrangements!once!again,!also!because!many!of!these!migrants!

work!in!lowMskilled!jobs!and!are!subject!to!accumulating!vulnerabilities.!The!onward!migration!

of! these! economic! migrants! affected! by! recurrent! destabilizations! is! a! compensatory!

adaptation,! rather! than! an! “opportunistic! strategy”! motivated! by! actual! appropriation! of!

resources!in!another!country,!as!the!welfare!magnet!hypothesis!frames!it.!!

As! this! study! reveals,! this!onward!migration!causes! those! involved! to!have! support!

responsibilities!not!only!regarding!family!members!and!particular!arrangements!in!their!origin!

country,!but!also!in!Spain.!This!forces!them!to!engage!in!a!delicate!balancing!act!within!an!

enlarged! transnational! social! protection! space! encompassing! several! countries! and! the!

interrelated!needs!and!responsibilities.!The!TSP!mechanism!of!diffuse!circulation!of!support!

flowing! along! extended! family! ties,! which! implies! generalized! indirect! reciprocity!

encompassing!several!countries!and!extended!time!frameworks,!partly!compensates!specific!

social!protection!gaps.!However,!in!a!period!of!austerity!producing!“precariat!denizens”,!these!

citizens—faced!with! a!more! complex! TSP! situation—are! subject! to! greater! exclusions! and!

risks.!

!
!
! !
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Résumé!de!la!thèse!de!doctorat!en!français!
!
Cette! thèse! porte! sur! les! formes! de! mise! en!œuvre! de! la! protection! sociale! auMdelà! des!

frontières,! pour!des! familles! dispersées.!A!une!époque!de! croissance!des!mobilités! et! des!

formes! de! transnationalisation,! la! protection! sociale! est! principalement! conçue! pour! des!

populations!sédentaires,!et!la!recherche!en!sciences!sociales!a!montré!qu’elle!ne!répond!pas!

aux!besoins!des!familles!qui!se!sont!transnationalisés.!La!protection!sociale!constitue!ainsi!un!

défi!pour!les!migrants!et!leurs!familles!transnationales,!dont!les!pratiques!vont!auMdelà!des!

frontières!étatiques.!!

La! thèse! s'appuie! sur! une! ethnographie! multiMsituée! conduite! auprès! de! membres! de! 63!

familles!transnationales!pendant!14!mois!en!Espagne!(Barcelone!et!sa!banlieue),!en!Angleterre!

(Londres)!et!dans!diverses!localités!en!Équateur!(principalement!à!Quito!et!à!Guayaquil)!entre!

2015! et! 2016.! L’échantillon! est! partiellement! combiné,! les! mêmes! familles! ayant! été!

rencontrées!en!Europe!et!en!Equateur.!Ces!données!ont!été!complétées!par!des!entretiens!

avec!des!informateurs!clés.!Les!pratiques!de!protection!sociale!transnationale!sont!observées!

dans!leurs!évolutions!au!cours!de!la!vie!des!familles,!selon!les!contextes!et!les!conjonctures!

des!lieux!impliqués.!Ces!pratiques!sont!restituées!de!manière!multidirectionnelle!dans!les!trois!

contextes!de!recherche,!dans!leurs!modalités!d’organisation!financières,!organisationnelles!et!

matérielles! multiples.! Cinq! domaines! principaux! de! protection! sociale! sont! examinés! :! le!

revenu,!le!logement,!la!santé,!l’éducation!et!les!soins.!Ils!sont!pourvus!par!divers!acteurs!tels!

que!la!famille!elleMmême,!l’État,!le!secteur!privé!et!le!troisième!secteur.!

La!migration! équatorienne! en! Europe! date! du! début! des! années! 2000,! principalement! en!

Espagne!où!se!sont!réunifiées!les!familles!nucléaires.!Alors!que!les!travaux!sur!la!protection!

sociale!des!migrants!insistent!sur!les!enfants!«!laissés!en!origine!»,! les!migrants!rencontrés!

dans!cette!thèse!ont!davantage!de!liens!transnationaux!avec!leurs!parents!âgés!et!leur!famille!

élargie!en!origine.!La!crise!de!2008!a!eu!une!incidence!sur!la!capacité!des!migrants!à!soutenir!

les! familles! en! Équateur.! Elle! a! impliqué! des! réajustements! tels! que! les! flux! économiques!

inversés! depuis! l’Equateur! vers! l’Europe,!mettant! en! évidence! le! rôle! clé! des! services! des!

familles!en!origine.!!

La!crise!a!aussi!généré!le!retour!(parfois!temporaire)!de!certains!migrants!en!Equateur,!et/ou!

une! nouvelle!migration! en! Angleterre,!mouvements! facilités! par! la! citoyenneté! espagnole!

acquise!en!Espagne.! La!perspective!du!Brexit! génère! toutefois! en!Angleterre!de!nouveaux!
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obstacles!en!matière!de!protection!sociale,!tandis!que!les!emplois!peu!qualifiés!contribuent!à!

l’accroissement! des! vulnérabilités.! Cette! seconde! migration! économique! est! ainsi! une!

adaptation!à!la!crise,!et!non!une!stratégie!opportuniste!d'appropriation!de!ressources!à!des!

fins!de!protection!sociale.!

Les! migrants! installés! à! Londres,! qui! ont! généralement! des! responsabilités! en! termes! de!

soutien!économique!envers!leurs!proches!dans!leur!pays!d'origine,!vivent!par!la!migration!en!

Angleterre!une!fréquente!extension!de!ces!responsabilités!à!leurs!proches!restés!en!Espagne.!

Cela! implique! une! gestion! d’autant! plus! délicate! d'un! espace! de! protection! sociale!

transnational!élargi,!englobant!plusieurs!pays!:!les!ressources!comme!les!droits!de!leur!famille!

sont!en!effet!dispersés,!tout!comme!les!besoins!de!protection!sociale!et!les!responsabilités!

afférantes.!La!circulation!diffuse!du!soutien!selon!les!liens!familiaux!étendus,!impliquant!une!

réciprocité! indirecte! généralisée,! englobant! plusieurs! pays! et! des! temporalités! de! longue!

durée,! compense! en! partie! les! manques! de! protection! sociale.! Toutefois,! en! période!

d'austérité,!ces!citoyens,!à! la!situation!de!protection!sociale!transnationale!complexe,!sont!

soumis!à!de!plus!grands!risques!et!des!exclusions!plus!violentes.!

!
!

!
!

! !
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1.Research!Topic!!
!
!

I!met!Juan,!aged!61!years,!at!an!NGO!where!I!volunteered!in!London.!Before!Juan!and!his!family!

decided! to! leave! Ecuador! in! response! to! the! recession! of! the! 1990s,! he! was! head! of! a!

department!of!a!multinational!enterprise,!whereas!his!wife!Luisa,!a!professor,!had!a!job!at!a!

prestigious!private!college.!Due!to!the!crisis!in!their!country,!Juan!also!worked!for!a!period!in!

the!US!in!order!to!secure!an!income!for!his!family!in!Quito.!!

In!1998!he!and!his!wife!decided!to!leave!Ecuador!and!settle!with!their!two!children!in!

Murcia,! Spain,!where! they!had! relatives.! They!had! to!adapt! their!professional! career,! Juan!

working!as!a!breeder!and!Luisa!in!the!domestic!sector.!Because!of!their!formal!employment!in!

Ecuador,!they!had!paid!social!security!contributions!for!many!years,!but!in!Spain!they!mainly!

worked!in!the!informal!labour!market,!compromising!their!future!social!security!rights.!After!

ten!years,!this!family!faced!another!economic!crisis,!this!time!in!Spain.!While!they!had!their!

schoolWaged!children!go!back!to!Ecuador,!where!they!were!cared!for!by!Louisa’s!mother,!Juan!

and!Luisa!initially!decided!to!stay!in!Spain,!hoping!that!the!job!situation!would!improve,!which!

would!allow!them!to!send!money!to!pay!for!their!children’s!private!university.!However,!things!

did!not!get!better!in!Spain,!and!since!the!couple!mainly!worked!in!the!informal!labour!market,!

they!could!not!rely!on!unemployment!benefits.!!

When!after!a!while!they!began!to!suffer!from!being!separated!from!their!children,!the!

couple!decided!to!return!to!Ecuador!as!well.!Being!in!their!late!fifties,!it!proved!hard!to!start!a!

new!life!in!Quito,!also!because!the!couple!could!not!find!a!decent!job.!Moreover,!Luisa!suffered!

a! thrombosis,!which!required!her! to! take!expensive!medication,!which! in!Ecuador!was!only!

partly!covered!by!public!healthcare!provisions.!Their!children!had!meanwhile!entered!the!job!

market!as!well,! but! their! salaries—despite!having! skilled! jobs—were! too! low! to! secure! the!

family’s!income!situation.!!

This!made!Juan!decide!to!go!back!to!Spain,!where!he!found!that!the!labour!situation!

had!even!worsened! further.!This! is!why!after! some!time,! in!2012,!he!moved!on! to!London,!

where!he!also!had!family!who!helped!him!to!find!work!in!the!cleaning!sector.!He!spent!a!period!

of!time!working!in!the!UK,!during!which!he!managed!to!help!his!family!in!Quito!through!money!

transfers.!But!he!missed!them,!and!it!proved!difficult!at!his!age!to!adapt!to!life!in!London.!His!

work!was!exhausting,!his! income!was! low!and!he! could!only!afford! to! live! in!overcrowded!

housing,!so!at!one!point!he!decided!to!return!to!Ecuador!again.!Due!to!the!vicious!circle!of!his!
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family’s!economic!situation,!however,!he!felt!compelled!to!move!back!to!London,!where,!when!

I!met!him,!he!temporarily!was!homeless!and!dependent!on!support!from!an!NGO.!

In!Quito! I!also!met! Juan’s! family.!Because!his!wife!was! ill,! she!could!not! join!him! in!

London,!which!was!also!due!to!the!indecent!housing!conditions!in!shared!overcrowded!houses.!

Unlike!Juan!and!his!wife,!their!children!did!not!have!Spanish!citizenship,!nor!did!they!qualify!

for!it!because!of!insufficient!contributions!to!the!Spanish!social!security!system.!Back!in!the!UK,!

Juan!had!to!deal!with!poor!living!conditions!due!to!his!precariousness,!while!the!inhospitable!

Brexit! situation! was! looming! larger,! exposing! him! to! greater! vulnerability! due! to! welfare!

restraint!even!to!EU!citizens.!Because!he!was!dissatisfied!with!the!British!healthcare!system,!

he!periodically!travelled!to!Spain,!where!he!could!stay!with!his!brother,!who!in!turn!sometimes!

spent!periods!with!Juan!in!London!periodically!working!in!the!cleaning!sector,!since!the!labour!

situation!in!Spain!was!bad.!

The!longerWterm!prospects!of!this!family!were!full!of!uncertainties!as!well.!Thanks!to!a!

social! security! agreement! between! Spain! and! Ecuador,! Juan! and! Luisa! could! total! the!

contributions!they!made!in!the!two!countries,!irrespective!of!which!of!the!two!countries!they!

decided!to!retire.!They!fell!short!several!years!of!payments,!however,!in!order!to!be!eligible!for!

the!minimum!pension!age,!and!both!in!Ecuador!and!Spain!the!entitlements!would!be!too!low!

for!them!to!afford!the!cost!of!living.!Juan’s!social!security!contributions!in!England!were!not!

exportable! to!Ecuador.!Although!he!and!his! family!managed!to!secure!some!of! their!needs!

financially,! it! is!clear! that!organizing!their!various!social!protection!concerns!across!several!

countries!was!a!great!challenge,!due!to!scattered!family!members,!resources!and!entitlements!

and!overwhelming!constraints,!produced!by!recurring!social!and!economic!crises.!

***!

!

The!situation!of!Juan’s!family!shows!how!families!coping!with!economic!crisis!may!feel!forced!

to!opt!for!migration,!which!always!has!implications!for!their!management!of!social!protection!

concerns.!In!today’s!globalized!world,!with!increasingly!mobile!populations,!as!well!as!global!

effects!of!crisis,!social!protection!needs!increasingly!transcend!national!borders.!At!the!same!

time,! however,! social! protection! systems!are! largely! conceived! for! sedentary!populations,!

which!implies!an!additional!challenge!for!families!whose!members!are!living!in!two!or!more!

countries!(Righard!2008;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2015;!Levitt!et!al.!2017).!
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! As!a!phenomenon,!migration!represents!a!significant!social!reality,!with!worldwide!244!

million! international! migrants! in! 2015! (IOM! 2017).! Research! data! indicate! that! about! a!

quarter!of!all!migrants! in!the!world!do!not!have!any!access!to!formal!social!protection!

coverage.!This!pertains!in!particular!to!countries!in!the!Global!South!(HagenMZanker!et!al.!

2017),!but!this!lack!of!having!any!coverage!also!occurs!in!Western!countries!(Lafleur!and!

Mescoli! 2018;! Bruzelius! forthcoming).! More! in! general,! social! protection! represents! a!

challenge!globally,!with!less!than!30!per!cent!of!the!world!population!having!access!to!social!

protection!and!social!security!(ILO!2017).!!

The!concept!of!social!protection!is!subject!to!different!understandings!and!relates!to!

two!main!perspectives!in!migration!studies.!One!perspective!is!that!of!development!scholars!

and! economists,!who! generally! use! it! to! refer! to! topMdown! public! and! private! initiatives!

aimed!at!providing!income!and!inMkind!transfers!to!protect!vulnerable!populations!against!

risks! (Devereux! and! SabatesMWheeler! 2004;! Roelen! and! Devereux! 2013).! This! approach!

focuses! on! social! risk! management! in! developing! countries,! with! the! goal! of! achieving!

development! and! growth! at! a! macroeconomic! level! (e.g.! Holzmann! and! Jørgensen! 2001;!

Jorgensen!and!Siegel!2019).!

On!the!other!hand,!scholars!from!the!socioManthropological!field!conceptualize!social!

protection!as!people’s!“riskMreducing!practices!in!the!area!of!human!reproduction”!(Amelina!

et!al.!2012,!p.!3;!see!also!Faist!2013).!This!perspective!from!below!and!at!a!micro!level!focuses!

on! the! needs! of! individuals! and! families! linked! to! their! life! course! progress! and! various!

intersectionalities! (e.g.! class! and! gender),! influencing! inequalities! (Amelina! et! al.! 2012;!

Bryceson! 2019;! Levitt! et! al.! 2017).! This! approach! analyses! social! protection! arrangements!

organized! between!Western! and! developing! countries,! as! in! the! abovementioned! case! of!

Juan.!!

In! Juan’s! family! the! external! risks! of! specific! environments! navigated! by! his! family!

members!influence!their!needs,!and!both!of!these!dimensions!also!evolve!in!time!(Baldassar!

and!Merla!2014).!His!family!members!seek!to!secure!diverse!aspects!linked!to!their!risks!and!

needs.!Effectively,!social!protection!is!a!multiMdimensional!issue,!encompassing!diverse!areas.!

In! fact,! individuals! and! families! have! particular! needs! they! want! to! see! ensured! and!

protected,!as!their!subsistence,!a!roof!over!their!head,!physical!wellbeing,!care!if!they!are!

dependent!and!education!(impacting!their!social!mobility).!!

!



! 25!

During! the!1970s! and!1980s,!migration! scholars! and!policymakers! approached!migration!

from!the!perspective!of!nationMstates.!In!Western!countries,!their!consideration!of!migrants!

was!assimilationist,!thus!linked!to!their!integration,!while!in!migrants’!countries!of!origin!they!

addressed!the!impact!of!migration.!Such!divided!approach!tended!to!ignore!the!social,!cultural!

and!economic!ties!between!migrants’!country!of!origin!and!the!receiving!countries!(Basch!et!

al.!1994;!Guarnizo!et!al.!2003).!

The!same!lack!of!attention!applied!to!social!protection!arrangements!when!they!are!

organized!across!more!than!one!country,!as! is! the!case! in! Juan’s! family.!By! the!end!of! the!

1990s,! in!an!effort!to!move!beyond!this! limitation,!scholars! in!the!social!sciences!began!to!

explore! transnationalism! as! a! theoretical! and! methodological! innovation.! Focusing! on!

migrants’! everyday! practices! and! processes! as! taking! place! beyond! national! borders,! they!

acknowledged! their! social! ties! in! the! origin! contexts! (Portes! et! al.! 1999;! Levitt! and! GlickM

Schiller! 2004).! This! was! achieved! in! particular! through! data! collection! in! both! origin! and!

destination!countries!(Mazzucato!2008a),!providing!a!more!complete!picture.!

Moreover,!transnationalism!scholars!also!showed!that!migrants’!family!networks!are!

not!limited!to!a!monolithic!household!unit!“back!home”!taking!rational,!incomeMmaximizing!

decisions!linked!to!migration!projects,!as!assumed!in!economic!studies!(Stark!and!Lucas!1988;!

Mazzucato!2009).!In!the!process!of!globalization,!crossMborder!mobility!in!fact!disrupts!the!

normative! sense! of! family! as! a! sedentary! coMresident! model,! while! transnational! family!

arrangements!entail!negotiations!shaped!by!relationships!and!affective!aspects!(Schier!2016;!

Serra!2019).!This!can!be!seen!in!Juan’s!family,!with!family!members!scattered!across!several!

countries!and!households!making!decisions!on!their!family!arrangements!which!are!influenced!

by!relational!and!affective!ties.!

In!an!interconnected!world,!transnational!families,!such!as!the!one!of!Juan,!represent!

an!increasing!social!reality,!for!diverse!reasons,!be!it!a!matter!of!choice!or,!as!is!often!the!case,!

a!matter!of!survival.!These!families!can!be!defined!as!“families!that!live!some!or!most!of!the!

time!separated!from!each!other,!yet!hold!together!and!create!something!that!can!be!seen!as!

a! feeling! of! collective! welfare! and! unity,! i.e.! 'familyhood',! even! across! national! borders”!

(Bryceson!and!Vuorela!2002,!p.!3).!Families!split!between!sending!contexts!in!the!South!and!

receiving!contexts!in!the!North!are!not!necessarily!modelled!after!the!Western!nuclear!family,!

encompassing!extended!family!members! involved! in!reciprocal!responsibilities,!despite!the!

geographical!distance!between!them!(Dankyi!et!al.!2017).!!
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To!achieve!family!welfare!across!borders,!migrants!are!often!engaged!in!securing!the!

needs!of!their!family!members!in!the!origin!areas!through!money!transfers!(Boccagni!2017).!

In!contrast!to!a!framing!of!unidirectional!flows!of!resources!from!North!to!South,!particularly!

in!vogue! in! the! remittances!and!development!“mantra”,!at! least!until! the!global! recession!

(Kapur!2003),!transnationalism!scholars!have!recognized!that!people!in!the!sending!contexts!

are! not! passive! receivers! of! financial! support.! Studies! have! demonstrated! the! active!

involvement!of!people!“back!home”!in!reciprocal!provisions,!mostly!linked!to!services!such!as!

care!for!migrants’!children,!as!also!was!the!case!in!Juan’s!family,!or!the!management!of!their!

properties!and!housing!construction!(Dankyi!et!al.!2017;!Mazzucato!2011).!Furthermore,!some!

studies!also!point!out!that!relatives!in!the!origin!countries!in!the!South!ensure!migrants!in!the!

North!through!financial!transfers!(Singh!and!Cabraal!2013;!Merry!et!al.!2019).!!

!

More! recently,! scholars! using! a! transnational! lens! have! raised! concerns! about! a!

“transnational!social!question”!and!its!links!with!social!policies,!welfare!and!social!needs!

crossing!state!borders!(Faist!2019;!Yeates!and!Irving!2005).!More!in!general,!the!global!2008!

recession! seems! to! have! implied! a! shift! in! the! migration! literature! from! its! nexus! with!

development!to!those!with!welfare.!On!the!whole,!“transnational!social!protection”!(TSP,!also!

referred! as! global! social! protection)! encompasses! “the! policies,! programmes,! people,!

organizations,!and!institutions!which!provide!for!and!protect!individuals![…]!in!a!transnational!

manner”!(Levitt!et!al.!2017,!p.!6).!Transnational!“resource!environments”!navigated!by!people!

with!ties!in!different!countries!include!diverse!sources!and!actors!of!provisions,!such!as!the!

state,!the!family!and!other!informal!networks,!the!market!and!the!third!sector!(Ibid).!

In!an!era!of!globalization,!people!increasingly!have!crossMborder!ties,! interests!and!

lifestyles.!As!revealed!in!this!body!of!literature,!however,!this!poses!problems!for!those!

who!do!not!belong!to!expat!elites!(Levitt!et!al.!2017;!Lafleur!and!Lizin!2015).!This!is!in!effect!

the!case!of!Juan,!who!is!an!economic!migrant!precarized!by!several!crises,!who!for!example!

cannot!afford!to!pay!for!private!crossMborder!insurance!arrangements!to!ensure!his!and!his!

wife’s! healthcare! concerns! (Sulmont! 2013).! After! having! adapted! to! working! in! different!

countries,!this!couple!moreover!has!to!deal!with!lack!of!clarity!about!their!rights!to!a!pension,!

as!accumulated!over!the!years!in!different!countries.!!

Scholars!in!transnational!studies!have!highlighted!the!inadequacies!of!contemporary!

welfare! systems! in! covering! the! needs! of! people! with! transnational! ties,! including! their!
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everyday!challenges!in!securing!TSP!concerns!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2017,!2019;!Faist!et!al.!

2015;!Dankyi!et!al.!2017;!Bryceson!2019).!While!transnational!family!arrangements!are!often!

subject!to!stringent!migration!regulations!(Mazzucato!2009),!social!and!welfare!policies!!seem!

to!be!inadequate!with!respect!to!crossMborder!needs!and!responsibilities!of!migrants!and!their!

families!(Köngeter!and!Gingrich!2013;!Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming).!!

Furthermore,!organizing!TSP!arrangements!is!even!more!tricky!when!this!has!to!be!

done!across!more!than!two!countries!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019;!Schier!2016).!This! is!the!

situation! of! Juan! and! his! wife,! who! have! to! provide! for! their! family! by! combining! scarce!

dispersed!resources!and!deploy!them!to!meet!the!needs!of!scattered!family!members,!while!

diverse!coping!constraints!across!several!countries.!These!are!for!example!linked!to!their!loss!

of!working!contributions!due!to! the! fact! that! their!portability! is!not!possible!across!all! the!

countries!where! they! have!worked.!Migration! phenomena! are!mainly! addressed! as! single!

movements!from!a!country!of!origin!to!a!country!of!destination,!where!migrants!are!assumed!

to!settle!permanently.!However,!Juan’s!trajectory!from!Ecuador!to!Spain!and!the!UK!(and!back!

to!Ecuador!several!times)!shows!that!human!mobility!can!be!more!complex!than!being!limited!

to!a!bipolar!movement.!Indeed,!migration!may!entail!onward!and!multiple!moves,!sometimes!

implying!several!steps!(Toma,!Castagnone!and!Richou!2015;!Mas!2016)!and!complex,!fluid!and!

circular!patterns!(Skeldon!2012;!Tarrius!2000).!The!global!2008!recession!produced!some!of!

these!reconfigurations!of!migration!flows,!as!experienced!by!Juan’s!family!(Mas!2016;!Ramos!

2018a,! b;! Moreno! and! Álvarez! 2017),! which! inevitably! render! TSP! arrangements! more!

complex.!!

!

Empirical! evidence!on!migrants’! TSP! issues!has! grown!more! important! in! a! context!of!

public!discourses!in!Europe!accusing!migrants!of!taking!advantage!of!welfare!generosity—as!

representing! a! burden! and! strategically! engaging! in! welfare! (or! benefit)! tourism! in! other!

countries!(Borjas!1999;!Guild!et!al.!2013).!This!rhetoric!particularly!arose!after!the!2008!global!

crisis,! which! implied! austerity! measures! and! welfare! restraint! (ILO! 2017).! However,! the!

“welfare!magnet”! hypothesis! has! been! disproved! in! quantitative! and! qualitative! evidence!

showing!that!migration!flows!are!more!influenced!by!employment!opportunities,!and!other!

factors!such!as!social!networks!and!culturally!specific!family!decisions!(Giulietti!2014;!Serra!

and! Mazzucato! 2019;! Palash! and! Serra! forthcoming).! Similarly,! the! “welfare! abuse”!

hypothesis,!which!for!example!accuses!EU!citizens!of!claiming!more!benefits!than!nationals,!
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has!also!been!refuted!by!evidence!(Fernandes!2016;!see!also!Guild!et!al.!2013;!Giulietti!and!

Wahba!2012;!Giulietti!2014).!In!the!case!of!Juan!who!is!a!dual!EU!(Spanish!and!Ecuadorian)!

citizen,!his!onward!move!to!the!UK!was!chiefly!motivated!by!his!search!for!employment,!while!

he! did! not! rely! on! any! significant! assistance! by! the! British! state,! despite! his! precarious!

situation.!!

A! framing! of! migrants’! opportunism! with! respect! to! welfare! systems! of! receiving!

countries!tends!to!overshadow!the!frequent!structural!needs!for!unskilled!(often!deskilled)!

labour!in!receiving!countries,!including!in!welfareMrelated!services!such!as!care,!healthcare!and!

domestic!services!(Ambrosini!2013;!Yeates!2009;!ILO!2018).!This!was!the!sector!in!which!Luisa!

worked!in!Spain!for!many!years,!yet!due!to!its!informality!she!did!not!make!any!social!security!

contributions!during!that!period,!resulting!in!her!case!in!a!social!protection!gap!in!her!mature!

years.!!

In!effect,! international!migrants!and! their! families!often! face!specific!vulnerabilities!

and! lack!of! social!protection!coverage.! In!many!sending!contexts! in! the!South,! state!social!

protection!provision!is!in!fact!fragile!(SabatesMWheeler!and!Koettl!2010;!Harvey!et!al.!2007),!

which! is! also! linked! to! the! widespread! labour! informality! limiting! social! insurance!

contributions!and!thus!formal!social!protection!coverage!(Norton!et!al.!2001;!ILO!2018).!The!

role!of!migrants’!country!of!origin!is!often!overlooked!in!the!literature!on!migrants’!social!

protection.! Furthermore,! many! migrants! lose! their! social! security! entitlements! after!

migrating!(Avato!et!al.!2009),!and!when!they!decide!to!return!to!their!origin!countries,!they!

may!be!excluded!from!adequate!public!coverage!(Wassink!2018).!Moreover,!migrants!and!

their!families!“back!home”!may!be!excluded!from!state!assistance!if!they!receive!financial!

support!from!migrants!abroad!(Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming).!!

In! comparison! to! nonMmigrants,! evidence! shows! that!migrants! run! into! obstacles!

when!trying!to!access!welfare!provisions!in!receiving!countries,!implying!inequality!in!social!

protection! coverage! (MacAuslan! and! SabatesMMWheeler! 2011;! ILO! 2017;! Ratel! et! al.! 2013;!

Bruzelius! forthcoming).!While!the!situation!of!undocumented!migrants! is!the!most!serious!

(SabatesMWheeler!and!Waite!2003),!also!migrants!with!a!documented!status!are!faced!with!

challenges.!For!example,!recent!studies!in!the!EU!shows!that!exclusion!from!welfare!provision!

does!not!only!concern!(documented!or!undocumented)!third!country!nationals!(Lafleur!and!

Mescoli!2018;!Kilkey!2017).!The!2008!recession!implied!new!intraMEuropean!SouthMNorth!

migration!flows,!and!new!forms!of!welfare!exclusion!of!EU!citizens!(Lafleur!and!Stanek!
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2017).!For!example,!they!face!administrative!barriers,!during!the!fiveMyear!transition!period!

of! continuous!and! legal! residence! required! to!have!entitlements! rights,!which!makes! their!

entitlements! dependent! on! socioMeconomic! circumstances! (Lafleur! and! Mescoli! 2018;!

Bruzelius!forthcoming).!Evidently,!welfare!barriers!also!affect!“new!Europeans”,!who!come!

from! third! countries! and!who!naturalized! in! the! EU! (McCarthy! 2012;!Mas! 2016).!More! in!

general,! while! vulnerable! populations! in! Europe! are! coping! with! the! difficulties! of! the!

economic!crisis,!austerity!measures!and!welfare!restraint!expose!populations!to!further!

risks!and!imply!a!generalized!worsening!of!social!protection!conditions!(ILO!2013;!2017).!

This!in!particular!affects!migrants,!who!are!already!subject!to!specific!vulnerabilities!(Ratel!et!

al.!2013;!EAPN!2015).!

!

In!the!last!years,!sending!and!receiving!states!have!promoted!schemes!allowing!the!portability!

of! social! security! rights! across! borders.! These! bilateral! and! multilateral! social! security!

agreements!(SSA)1!represent!a!step!towards!making!formal!social!protection!provisions!more!

mobile!(Holzmann!and!Koettl!2011).!Nevertheless,!these!instruments!still!have!various!gaps.!

One!of!them!is!that!bilateral!portability!is!limited!to!specific!countries,!often!linked!by!colonial!

ties,!which!implemented!these!agreements!allowing!the!exportation!and!totalization!of!social!

security!entitlements.!However,!when!migrants!have!to!manage!TSP!concerns!across!several!

countries!also!including!extraMEU!states,!as!in!the!case!of!Juan!and!his!wife,!entitlements!may!

remain!dispersed!and! thus! lost! (see! also!Holzmann!et! al.! 2005).!Other! shortcomings! are!

administrative!problems!and!lack!of!coordination!between!states!obstructing!the!portability,!

as!well!as!knowledge!gaps!among!migrants!of!these!instruments!(Holzmann!2017;!EMN!2014).!!

Recently,!other! transnational! schemes!aiming! to!ensure!migrants’! social!protection!

have!been!promoted!as!well.!They!include!several!sending!countries’!initiatives,!which!have!

received! little!scholarly!attention!so! far! (IOM!2017).!Among!these,! the!voluntary!affiliation!

programmes,!allowing!to!accumulate!contributions!“back!home”!to!be!entitled!to!a! future!

retirement!pension,!which!may!prove!to!be!important!for!informal!workers!in!the!receiving!

contexts.!At!the!same!time,!contributions!are!often!too!low!to!provide!meaningful!coverage!

and!may!place!too!much!burden!on!migrant!workers,!as!in!the!Ecuadorian!case!(ISSA,!2014;!

Herrera!and!Paredes!2017).!Other!schemes!include!homeland!extraMterritorial!initiatives,!such!

                                                
1!Such!instruments!address!several! issues,!such!as!equality!of!treatment,!exportability!of!benefits,!double!
taxation,! totalization! of! periods! of! contribution! to! social! security! in! different! countries! and! administrative!
assistance!in!claiming!benefits!(SabatesMWheeler!and!Koettl!2010).!
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as!dedicated!emigrant!institutions!at!the!national!level!and/or!specialized!statutory!bodies!to!

protect!the!interests!of!their!citizens!abroad!and!provide!consular!support!(e.g.,!implemented!

by! several! Asian! countries! and! Ecuador).! Still,! there! is! little! evidence! of! the! impact! and!

efficiency!of!these!schemes!as!of!yet!(e.g.!IOM!2017,!p.!4).!!

2.Scientific!Approach!
!
This!dissertation!analyses!how!members!of!families!living!across!different!countries!organize!

social!protection!issues,!including!the!challenges!they!face.!It!focuses!on!TSP!arrangements!in!

Latin!American!transnational!families!between!their!origin!contexts!and!Europe,!focusing!on!

Ecuadorian!families!as!a!case!study.!!

With!the!purpose!of!better!understanding!the!significance!of!specific!welfare,!labour!

and!migration! regimes! (Kilkey! and!Merla! 2014),! I! studied! TSP! arrangements! organized! by!

Ecuadorian!migrant!families!locally!and!transnationally!from!two!distinct!receiving!contexts,!

Spain!and!England.!In!order!to!get!a!more!complete!picture,!I!also!conducted!fieldwork!in!their!

country!of!origin,!Ecuador.! I!chose!a!transnational!approach!“from!below”!to!examine!and!

understand!families’!arrangements!and!everyday!vicissitudes,!opting!for!the!method!of!multiM

sited! ethnography! across! these! three! countries,! which! enables! a! greater! proximity! with!

respondents!and!comprehension!of!specific!environments.!!

!

This!thesis,!part!of!a!research!project!of!a!joint!PhD!in!Geography!(AixMMarseille!Université)!

and! Society! Studies! (Maastricht! University)! intertwines! an! interdisciplinary! perspective! on!

transnational! social!protection,!encompassing! two!main!disciplines:!human!geography!and!

social!anthropology.!Their!combination!makes!it!possible!to!understand!TSP!arrangements!in!

families!spatially!and!relationally,!while!at!the!same!time!also!considering!temporal!aspects.!

By! approaching! this! topic! from! the! perspective! of! human! geography,! this! study!

provides!a!contribution!to!this!discipline!which!is!still!absent!in!the!emerging!literature!on!TSP!

“from!below”.!In!fact,!this!literature!mainly!relies!on!sociological!approaches!(Amelina!et!al.!

2012,!Boccagni!2017;!Vivas!2017)!and!socioManthropological!ones!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019;!

Castellani! and! MartínMDíaz! 2019).! A! socioMspatial! perspective! is! suitable! for! grasping! the!

directionalities!and!ongoing!reconfigurations!of!people!on!the!move!and!the!resources!they!

circulate,!as!well!as!their!territorial!bonds!with!specific!places,!in!their!multiplication!across!

space.! Moreover,! it! also! allows! for! a! more! comprehensive! acknowledgment! of! the!
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transnational! family!systems! in! their! socioMspatial!adaptations!and!evolving! ties! in! time,!as!

understood! at! a! meso! level! of! crossMborder! family! networks! (Palash! and! BabyMCollin!

forthcoming).!!

On!the!other!hand,!a!socioManthropological!approach!integrated!through!ethnographic!

methods!is!suitable!for!considering!actors’!interpersonal!ties!which!shape!arrangements!and!

life! course! influencing! social! protection! needs! at! a! micro! level.! These! arrangements!

encompass!the!specific!types!of!family!members!involved!and!their!intraM!or!intergenerational!

bonds,! implying! different! levels! of!moral! obligations! and! reciprocity,! their! logics! linked! to!

cultural!norms,!as!well!as!relational!interplays!entailing!affective!and!emotional!dimensions.!

3.Case!Study!and!Contexts!!
!
Ecuadorian! transnational! families! represent! an! interesting! case! study! for! diverse! reasons.!

First,!when!it!comes!to!gaining!insight!into!TSP!arrangements!in!Latin!American!transnational!

families! between! their! origin! contexts! and! Europe,! Ecuadorians! stand! out! for! their!

demographic!concentration!in!Europe.!Although!they!constitute!a!fairly!recent!migration!flow,!

they! soon! evolved! into! one! of! the! largest! Latin! American! communities! in! Europe,!mainly!

concentrated!in!Spain!(FLACSO!and!UNFPAMEcuador!2008),!where!the!majority!of!them!are!

naturalized!as!Spanish!citizens!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015).!After!the!financial!crisis!in!Ecuador!at!the!

end!of!1990s!prompted!an!exodus!of!Ecuadorians!(Ramirez!and!Ramirez!2005),!the!global!2008!

recession!again!destabilized!Ecuadorian!migrants!living!in!Europe,!generating!a!return!flow!to!

their! origin! country.! This! particularly! concerned! migrants! in! Spain,! who! apart! from! the!

structural!unemployment!have!also!been!hit!by!the!real!estate!bubble!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015;!

Entrena!et!al.!2013).!However,!the!return!flow!was!not!as!massive!as!claimed!by!the!media!

and! political! actors! in! Ecuador! and! Spain! (Moreno! and! Álvarez! 2017;! Boccagni! and!

Lagomarsino!2011).!

Secondly,! apart! from! the! return! movement,! the! ongoing! reconfigurations! in! Ecuadorian!

families!also!generated!onward!moves!to!other!receiving!countries!in!Europe!(Iglesias!et!al.!

2015).!In!this!context,!EU!(Spanish)!citizenship!ideally!facilitates!international!circulation!and!

access!to!welfare.!The!existing!studies!embrace!a!bipolar!focus!between!country!of!origin!and!

one!main!receiving!context,!thus!neglecting!TSP!arrangements!encompassing!more!than!two!

countries.! Furthermore,! literature! mainly! tends! to! focus! on! migrants’! arrangements! with!

children!“left!behind”!and!their!caregivers!(Herrera!2013;!Parella!2007),!which!at!this!more!
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advanced!stage!of!their!migration!process,!and! in!the!wake!of!reunifications!(Iglesias!et!al.!

2015),!may!have!become!less!relevant.!!

Thirdly,!among!the!emerging!studies!on!TSP!which!focus!on!welfare!issues,!there!is!a!gap!with!

respect! to! arrangements! relating! to! dual! citizens,! which! is! the! case! of!many! Ecuadorians!

naturalized!in!Spain!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015).!Thus,!this!hybrid!category,!in!particular!concerning!

dual!EU!citizens!originating!from!third!countries,!deserved!to!be!examined.!Such!interest!for!

example!pertains!to!the!assessment!of!their!practical!access!of!formally!granted!entitlements!

in! the! receiving! contexts,! and,! more! in! general,! to! dual! citizenship! and! its! links! with! a!

transnationalization!process!(Fox!2005;!Bauböck!2017).!!

Fourthly,! although,! as! argued,! the! role! of! sending! countries! is! often! overlooked! in! the!

literature! on! TSP,! consideration! of! this! dimension! is! quite! valuable! when! addressing! this!

research!topic!to!Ecuadorian!families.!In!recent!years,!Ecuador!has!experienced!progressive!

improvements!regarding!social!protection!conditions,!with!reforms!of!social!policies,!linked!to!

the!“Good!Living”!(Buen!Vivir)!approach!(Carranza!and!Cisneros!2014).!However,!the!concrete!

significance!of!recent!topMdown!social!protection!schemes!for!Ecuadorian!population!is!not!

clear!(Naranjo!2014).!In!the!same!period,!since!the!turning!point!of!the!2008!recession,!the!

Ecuadorian!government!started! to! foster! ties!and! to!promote!TSP!schemes!with!what! it! is!

called!as!its!“Fifth!Region”,!represented!by!the!diaspora!abroad!(Boccagni!2011),!reframing!

the! previous! pejorative! rhetoric! on! migrants! characterizing! the! early! 2000s! during! their!

massive!exodus!(Herrera!2013;!MataMCodesal!2012a).!This!resulted!in!the!“human!mobility”!

approach,!the!recognition!of!“transnational!families”!and!their!ties!with!the!origin!context!in!

the!new!constitution,!the!granting!of!the!right!to!vote!to!citizens!abroad,!internal!institutional!

transformations!and!the!strengthening!of!extraMterritorial!presence!through!consular!services!

(Ramirez! 2010;! Boccagni! 2011).! Assistance! to! Ecuadorian! citizens! abroad! includes,! for!

example,!legal!services!to!address!the!issue!of!their!massive!mortgage!losses!in!Spain!after!the!

2008!crisis!and!the!Ecuadorian!government’s! intervention!which! led!to!a!ban!on!exporting!

mortgage!debts!to!Ecuador!(Entrena!et!al.!2013).!

!

In!this!study,!I!analyse!TSP!arrangements!of!Ecuadorian!families!from!two!distinct!European!

countries.!One!of!them!is!Spain,!the!main!receiving!country!for!Ecuadorians!in!Europe.!Their!

number!was!estimated!to!be!479,117!in!January!2009,!showing!a!decrease!to!411,897!in!2019!

after!the!crisis!(INE!2019).!Apart!from!the!reason!of!demographic!concentration,!this!country!
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also!stands!out!for!favourable!legal!instruments!for!Ecuadorians!and!Latin!Americans,!as!the!

Agreement!on!Social!Security!between!this!country!and!Ecuador!(2009/2011)!and!a!facilitated!

and! faster! naturalization! regime.2! Such! conditions! enable! the! fostering! of! TSP! ties! for!

Ecuadorian!families.!!

However,! the! situation! in! Spain! was! not! all! peaches! and! cream.! After! an!

unprecedented! economic! boom! in! the! early! 2000s,! the! 2008! financial! recession! would!

seriously!hit!this!Southern!European!country.!In!2014!unemployment!touched!more!than!30%!

of!the!population,!in!particular!affecting!nonMEuropean!migrants!(Arango!et!al.!2014;!Colectivo!

IOE! and! OIM! 2012).! Added! to! this! are! the! austerity! reforms! exposing! citizens! to! greater!

working!flexibility!and!thus!social!risks!(Guamán!and!Illueca!2012).!Although!at!the!time!of!the!

research!there!was!no!quantitative!evidence!on!the!return!of!Ecuadorians!from!Spain,!some!

studies! already! referred! to! this! reality! (Herrera!2012;! Iglesias! et! al.! 2015),!which!was! also!

coordinated!by!topMdown!schemes!between!the!country!of!origin!and!this!receiving!country!

(e.g.!Moreno!and!Álvarez!2017).!

!

In!order!to!better!understand!the!significance!of!the!Spanish!specific!migration,!welfare!and!

labour!conditions!on!families’!TSP!arrangements,!it!is!suitable!to!consider!another!receiving!

context!in!a!comparative!perspective.!For!this!aim,!for!several!reasons!I!considered!interesting!

to!examine!Ecuadorian!migration! in! the!UK,!on!which! there!were! few! focused!studies!not!

strictly! linked! to! their! social! protection! concerns! (James! 2005;! OrellanaMDamacela! 2012;!

Grzech!2013).!First,!the!UK!represents!a!distinct!liberal!AngloMSaxon!welfare!system!in!contrast!

to!the!Spanish!Southern!European!familist!one!(EspingMAndersen!1990;!Hemerijck!et!al.!2013).!

A!second!important!point!is!that!no!social!security!agreements!were!in!place!between!Ecuador!

and!the!UK,!which!seemed!to! imply!a!significant!disadvantage! in! terms!of!migrants’!crossM

border!social!security!rights.!Thirdly,!England!has!a!different!migration!regime,!without!any!

colonial!ties!or!privileged!schemes!with!Ecuador.!In!effect,!evidence!shows!that!for!this!reason!

Ecuadorians!were!among!the!Latin!American!groups!in!the!UK!facing!invisibility!due!to!their!

prolonged!undocumented!status!(McIlwaine!et!al.!2011).!Fourthly,!the!labour!market!situation!

in!the!UK!was!not!as!depressed!as!in!Spain.!Even!though!the!former!country!registered!a!slight!

fall!of!unemployment!rates!after!the!global!recession,!in!particular!in!2011!(touching!8.1%!of!

unemployed,!see!ONS!2012),!such!records!were!far!from!the!dramatic!Spanish!situation.!This!

                                                
2!See!page!124!(chapter!3).!
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could!be!a!reason!which!motivated!migrants!to!leave!Spain,!as!was!actually!confirmed!later!

on! both! with! respect! to! Spaniards! (D’Angelo! and! Kofman! 2017)! and! Latin! Americans!

naturalized!as!Spaniards!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016;!Mas!2016).!

!

4.Research!Questions!and!Hypothesis!!
!
Two!main!interrogations!guide!this!thesis.!A!first!broader!question!is:!!

"! How! do! Ecuadorian! transnational! families! organize! transnational! social! protection!
arrangements!across!Spain,!England!and!Ecuador?!!

I!address! this!question!by!examining! the!crossMborder!provisions!exchanged!by! families,! in!

their! varied! financial,! organizational! and! material! nature! and! biMdirectional! and! multiM

directional!flows.!For!this!aim,!I!identify!their!diverse!sources!which!originate!from!the!families!

themselves,!the!state,!the!private!sector!and/or!the!third!sector.!!

A!second!question!is!the!following:!!

"! How!do!specific!welfare,!labour:market!and!migration!conditions!and!family!needs!shape!
Ecuadorian!transnational!families’!TSP!arrangements?!
!

Based! on! this! question,! I! explore! both! the! impact! of! the! specific! social! protection!

environments!where!family!members!are! localized,!and!the!role!of! inner! family!needs!and!

logics!influencing!the!organization!of!TSP!issues!across!borders.!

My! hypothesis! is! that! in! the! last! years! TSP! arrangements! of! Ecuadorian! families! between!

Europe! (Spain,! England)! and! their! country!of!origin! go! through!particular! transformations.!

These!are!linked!to!migrants’!affected!capacity!of!being!engaged!in!protective!provisions!with!

families!“back!home”!from!Spain,!and!their!ongoing!spatial!reconfigurations,!both!produced!

by!the!2008!recession.!An!onward!move!to!England,!facilitated!by!Spanish!citizenship,!may!

have!implied!more!complex!TSP!arrangements!not!limited!to!two!main!countries!as!before!

the!turning!point!of!the!crisis.!While!ensuring!migrants’!economic!situation!thanks!to!a!more!

stable!labour!market!in!England!(compared!to!Spain),!their!adaptation!in!a!new!context!and!

the!particular!Brexit!circumstance!may!imply!further!challenges.!!

At!the!same!time,!I!assume!that!TSP!arrangements!are!also!shaped!by!family!interplays.!In!this!

regard,!a!factor!shaping!TSP!practices!could!be!family!members’!life!course.!Literature!on!TSP!



! 35!

arrangements! in! Ecuadorian! families! mainly! focuses! on! ! migrants’! provisions! with! their!

children!“left!behind”,!and!the!role!of!their!caregivers!(Herrera!2013;!Parella!2007).!However,!

this!is!not!the!reality!of!most!of!these!families!from!the!wave!of!the!late!1990s!anymore,!since!

at!this!point,!most!of!them!have!reunited!in!Spain!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015),!and!TSP!ties!may!rather!

be!addressed!to!other!family!members,!such!as!migrants’!aging!parents.!!

5.Methods!
!

In! order! to! address! these! questions,! I! conducted! almost! 14!months! of! multiMsited!

fieldwork! in!Spain! (Barcelona!and! its!suburbs:!5!months),!England!(London:!5!months)!and!

Ecuador! (Quito! and! its! suburbs,! Guayaquil,! Milagro,! Cuenca,! Baños,! Ambato! and! Santo!

Domingo:!3.5!months).!This!fieldwork!took!place!in!2015!and!2016.!After!having!interviewed!

Ecuadorian!migrants!in!Spain!and!England,!I!concluded!the!fieldwork!in!Ecuador,!interviewing!

their!family!members,!and!further!respondents!with!ties!in!Europe.!The!method!of!multiMsited!

ethnography!is!suitable!for!examining!the!role!of!both!the!specific!environments!influencing!

social!protection!conditions!and!the!socioMcultural!norms,!both!shaping!TSP!practices!(Palash!

and!Serra!forthcoming).!While!direct!observation!in!research!contexts!is!important!to!better!

comprehend!their!dynamics,!nearness!to!research!subjects!allows!one!to!gain!more!inMdepth!

information!and!a!better!understanding!of!their!logics.!

The! study! encompasses! inMdepth! interviews! and! employed! ethnographic! methods!

(including!digital!ethnography!techniques)!with!63!transnational!families! localized!between!

Spain,!England!and!Ecuador.!This!includes!118!interviewed!respondents!and!a!total!number!of!

182!respondents!met!in!the!three!countries.!The!sample!criteria!include!diverse!legal!status!

as!dual!(Spanish!or!British)!citizens!and!nonMcitizens!(e.g.!migrants!with!a!definite!residence!

permit!or!undocumented);!a!low!socioMeconomic!status!(employed!in!unskilled!jobs)!and!high!

socioMeconomic!status!(professionals!in!highMskilled!jobs);!both!sexes;!and!mainly!working!age!

migrants!(between!their!early!20s!to!about!age!60).!!

A! partial! matched! sample! of! 18! families,! with! respondents! of! the! same! families!

interviewed!both!in!Europe!and!in!Ecuador,!allowed!to!further!deepen!the!understanding!of!

the!reciprocal!relations,!logics!and!working!mechanisms!of!TSP!arrangements.!This!part!of!the!

sample!is!central!to!a!comprehensive!understanding!of!the!research!subject.!The!study!was!

completed!by!interviews!with!45!key!informants,!including!researchers,!leaders!of!associations!

of! migrants! in! Europe! and! returnees! in! Ecuador,! and,! to! a! minor! extent,! employees! of!
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institutions!linked!to!state!social!protection,!government!representatives!and!lawyers.!

I!considered!families’!TSP!practices!in!their!evolution!over!time,!with!specific!attention!

for!the!life!course!of!family!members!and!contextual!circumstances.!Since!social!protection!

areas! are! interlinked! (Dankyi! et! al.! 2017;! Serra! and!Mazzucato! 2019),! I! comprehensively!

consider!five!main!social!protection!areas:!income,!housing,!healthcare,!education!and!care!

of!dependents.!They!have!universal!importance!in!different!types!of!social!settings!and!are!

included! both! in! topMdown! welfare! provisions! and! socioManthropological! perspectives! on!

social!protection.!This!also!made!it!easier!to!stay!away!from!imposing!a!single!preconceived!

domain!of!analysis.!

6.Dissertation!Overview!
!
This! dissertation! is! composed! of! two! main! parts.! The! first! three! chapters! describe! the!

theoretical!framework,!the!methodology!and!backgrounds!of!the!research.!Chapters!4!to!6!

are!empirical!and!develop!the!main!research!findings.!A!final!part!presents!major!conclusive!

remarks.! Part! of! Chapter! 2! and! Chapter! 5! have! been! published! in! modified! form! in!

international!academic!journals!(see!the!footnote!at!the!beginning!of!each!empirical!chapter),!

and!part!of!Chapter!6!has!been!accepted!with!minor!revisions!for!publication!as!a!book!chapter!

for!an!international!academic!editor.!The!thesis!will!be!published!as!a!book!by!an!international!

academic!editor.3!

The!first!chapter!provides!an!overview!of!the!theoretical!underpinnings!linked!to!transnational!

families! who! seek! to! secure! and! manage! social! protection! issues! across! borders.! It!

comprehensively!ties!together!the!fragmented!bodies!of!knowledge!which!address!the!topic!

of! TSP,! stressing! their! contributions! and! gaps! to! address! the! topic! of! social! protection!

organized!by!family!members!living!across!different!countries.!Meanwhile,! it!delineates!my!

positioning!with!respect!to!specific!approaches!on!migration,!transnational!families!and!TSP.!!

In!the!second!chapter!I!discuss!the!methodological!and!ethical!aspects!of!this!study,!

including! the!procedures!used! in!data!gathering,! the! research!sites,!access! to!participants,!

sample! procedures! and! characteristics! (socioMeconomic! and! migration! specificities),!

positionality!and!ethical!issues.!!

                                                
3!Palash!P.!(Forthcoming!2021),!"Organizing!transnational!social!protection!in!times!of!crisis.!Ecuadorian!families!
in!between!Ecuador,!Spain!and!England”!IMISCOE!Research!Series,!Springer.!
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Next,!in!the!third!chapter!I!examine!the!recent!historical!and!political!background!of!

this!study,!encompassing!the!three!research!contexts.!For!this!purpose,!I!provide!an!overview!

of! Ecuadorian!migration!worldwide,! after!which! I! focus! on! Spain! and! England,! two!major!

countries! for! migration! from! Ecuador! in! Europe.! Subsequently,! I! discuss! the! three! social!

protection!systems,!focusing!on!five!main!social!protection!areas,!while!acknowledging!the!

role!of!diverse!types!of!actors!of!their!provision.!

Chapter! 4! addresses! my! findings! in! relation! to! migrants’! varied! ways! of! ensuring!

diverse! needs! of! families! in! Ecuador! over! time,! related! to! the! five! social! protection! areas!

considered!in!this!study.!Although!the!literature!on!TSP!arrangements!in!Ecuadorian!families!

is!mostly!focused!on!migrants’!provisions!to!their!children!in!Ecuador!and!their!caregivers,!this!

study!shows!that!this!stage!does!not!reflect!the!reality!of!most!families!involved!anymore.!In!

fact,!at! this!point! their!children!are!mostly!adult!and! live!with!them!in!Europe!or,! in!some!

cases,!have!recently!returned.!Migrants’!crossMborder!family!ties!mainly!focus!on!their!aging!

parents! and! extended! family! members! engaged! in! reciprocal! organizational! provisions.!

Furthermore,! the! chapter! also! explores! the! challenges! faced!by!migrants! organizing! social!

protection! issues! while! being! affected! by! the! 2008! recession,! sometimes! implying! intraM

familiar! tensions,! and! the! inadequacies! of! the!welfare! systems! in! the! origin! and! receiving!

countries.!Part!of!this!chapter!(section!4.3.1)!has!been!accepted!to!be!published!in!modified!

form!in!an!international!academic!journal.!4!

Chapter!5!focuses!on!migrants’!needs,!an!issue!neglected!in!the!burgeoning!literature!

on!TSP.!For!this!aim!I!present!an!overview!of!the!forms!of!support!to!migrants!by!their!families!

in! Ecuador,! whereby! I! do! not! only! focus! on! the! organizational! provisions,! as! is! done!

predominantly!in!the!literature,!but!I!also!consider!other!types!of!resources,!such!as!financial!

and!material!support.!This!discloses!the!significance!of!reverse!economic!flows!from!Ecuador!

to!provide!for!the!needs!of!migrants!in!times!of!crisis,!a!phenomenon!which!sometimes!goes!

together!with! frustrations!and!discomfort! in! families.!Part!of! this!chapter! (section!5.3)!has!

been!published!in!modified!form!in!an!international!academic!journal.!5!

Chapter!6!goes!beyond! the! consideration!of!provisions!and!arrangements!between!

here! and! there,! as! is!most! common! in! the! literature,! by! considering! the!multiMdirectional!

                                                
4!Palash,!P.,!&!Serra,!E.!(forthcoming!2020).!Gérer!la!vieillesse!dans!les!familles!transnationales.!Ethnographies!
comparées!Equateur!/!Soudan.!Espaces!et!Societés.!
5! Palash,! P.,! &! BabyMCollin,! V.! (2018).! The! other! side! of! need:! Reverse! economic! flows! ensuring! migrants’!
transnational!social!protection.!Population,!Space!and!Place,!25(5),!1–10.!https://doi.org/10.1002/psp.2219!
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circulations!of!people!and!provisions!across!multiple!countries.!For!this!purpose,!the!argument!

illustrates! families’! socioMspatial! morphologies,! in! terms! of! the! localization! of! members!

engaged!in!TSP!arrangements!and!their!types!of!family!ties!in!an!enlarged!transnational!social!

protection! space.! Subsequently! I! analyse! the! (im)mobilities! of! people! and! resources! in! an!

enlarged! transnational! social! protection! space! by! applying! the! “circulatory! capability”!

perspective!(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015)!at!the!individual!level,!and,!later,!the!“care!circulation”!

lens! (Baldassar!and!Merla!2014;! see!also!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019)!at!a! collective! family!

level.! Finally,! I! distinguish! two! different! categories! of! families! and! their! distinct! ways! of!

managing!TSP,!depending!on!their!socioMeconomic!status.!Part!of!this!chapter!(section!6.2.2!

and!6.3.4)!has!been!accepted!with!minor!revisions!for!publication!as!a!book!chapter!for!an!

international!academic!editor6.!

The! dissertation! ends! with! a! concluding! chapter,! in! which! I! summarize! the! main!

research!findings!and!answer!the!research!questions!and!their! implications!with!respect!to!

the! existent! literature! and! emerging! TSP! theory.! Finally,! I! discuss! the! limitations! of! this!

research!and!indicate!further!research!paths!on!this!topic,!while!I!also!formulate!several!policy!

recommendations.!

!
!
! !

                                                
6! Palash,! P.,! &! BabyMCollin,! V.! (Forthcoming! 2020),! "Puzzling! Social! Protection! Across! Several! Countries:!
Opportunistic! Strategy! or! Risky! Compensation?",! In! Ryndik! O.,! Suter! B.,! Odden! G.:! "Migration! to! and! from!
Welfare!States:!Lived!experiences!of!the!welfareMmigration!nexus!in!a!globalised!world",!IMISCOE!Book!Series,!

Springer.!
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CHAPTER!1!!

TRANSNATIONAL!FAMILIES!ORGANIZING!
SOCIAL!PROTECTION!ACROSS!BORDERS!!

!
! !
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1.1!Introduction!
!
This! chapter!provides!an!overview!of! the! theoretical!underpinnings!of! this! thesis! linked! to!

transnational! families! ensuring! and!managing! social! protection! issues! across! borders.! This!

issue! has! been! addressed! by! different! bodies! of! literature! and! perspectives,! such! as!

development,! economic,! social! policy,! socioManthropological! and! human! geography!

approaches.! In! this! chapter! I! comprehensively! tie! together! these! fragmented! bodies! of!

knowledge,!stressing! their!contributions!and!gaps! to!address! the! topic!of!social!protection!

organized!by!family!members!living!across!different!countries.!

The!chapter!starts!with!an!overview!of!the!literature!on!migration!and!social!protection.!In!the!

first!section!I!present!a!brief!elucidation!on!social!protection!as!a!concept!and!its!different!

perspectives.! The! following! section! broadens! the! focus! on! transnational! social! protection,!

representing!the!core!topic!of!this!study,!by!providing!its!definition.!Next,!in!section!1.2.4,!I!

describe!the!social!protection!sources!used!by!migrants!and!their!families!by!addressing!the!

role!of!receiving!countries!in!the!North!and!origin!countries!in!the!South.!!

In!the!following!part!of!the!chapter!I!first!discuss!the!main!theoretical!approaches!on!

TSP!arrangements!between!migrants!and!their!families!“back!home”,!after!which!I!focus!in!

section!1.3.2!on!transnational!families.!The!next!section!is!devoted!to!an!overview!of!how!TSP!

concerns!have!been!approached!in!transnationalism!studies.!Subsequently,!in!section!1.3.4,!I!

zoom! in! on! reciprocity! mechanisms! entailed! in! crossMborder! protective! practices! and!

interrelated!negotiations!on!respective!commitments.!Finally,!I!address!the!spatial!issues!of!

the!management! of! TSP,! conceptualizing! the! “transnational! social! protection! space”.! This!

discussion!is!concluded!with!several!final!remarks.!

!

!

! !
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1.2!Migration!and!Social!Protection!
!
In!an!era!of!unprecedented!mobility! in!which! the! social! ties!of!people! increasingly!extend!

beyond! national! borders,! the! issue! of! social! protection! has! become! a! challenge! for!many!

individuals!and!families.!The!sections!below!focus!on!a!definition!and!overview!of!the!notion!

of!social!protection,!its!main!sources!and!theories!on!how!migrants’!crossMborder!social!ties!

shape!their!transnational!social!protection!arrangements.!!

1.2.1!Social!Protection:!What!Is!It!About?!!
!
Social!protection!has!become!an!even!more!urgent!concern!in!our!era,!marked!as!it! is!by!

accelerated!transformations!and!more!and!more!people!on!the!move.!As!a!notion,!social!

protection!is!often!subject!to!confusion,!as!it!has!different!meanings!depending!on!diverse!

approaches.!Broadly!speaking,!there!are!two!main!perspectives!on!social!protection.!On!the!

one!hand,!a!topMdown!perspective!by!development!scholars!and!economists!refers!to!social!

protection!as!“public!and!private!initiatives!that!provide!income!or!consumption!transfers”!

aimed!at!shielding!vulnerable!population!groups!(Devereux!and!SabatesMWheeler!2004).7!On!

the!other!hand,!scholars!from!the!socioManthropological!field!consider!social!protection!from!

below,!as!“riskMreducing!practices!in!the!area!of!human!reproduction”!to!ensure!diverse!needs!

(Amelina!et!al.!2012,!p.3).8!!

Another! source! of! confusion! is! that! the! term! “social! protection”! is! often! used!

interchangeably!with!the!term!“social!security”,9!although!the!first!is!generally!broader,!also!

encompassing!nonMstate!dimensions! (Taha!et!al.! 2015;! Levitt!et! al.! 2017;!Mohanty!2011;!

Oduro!2010).!While!the!term!“social!protection”!prevails!in!developing!countries,!in!Western!

contexts!it!is!more!commonly!implicit!in!the!notion!of!“social!welfare”!(SabatesMWheeler!and!

Feldman!2011,!p.!19).! In!many!countries!of!the!Global!South,!welfare!systems!tend!to!be!

fragile,!with!a!major! role! for!other! formal!and! informal!actors! (Devereux!and!Getu!2013;!

                                                
7! For! example,! Devereux! and! SabatesMWheeler! (2004,! p.i)! define! social! protection! as! “all! public! and! private!
initiatives!that!provide!income!or!consumption!transfers!to!the!poor,!protect!the!vulnerable!against!livelihood!
risks!and!enhance! the!social! status!and! rights!of! the!marginalised;!with! the!overall!objective!of! reducing! the!
economic!and!social!vulnerability!of!poor,!vulnerable!and!marginalised!groups”.!!
8!Amelina!and!colleagues!(2012,!p.3)!and!Faist!(2013,!p.3)!provide!similar!definitions!of!informal!social!protection!
organized!by!interpersonal!networks!as!families,!respectively!defining!it!as!“riskMreducing!practices!in!the!area!of!
human! reproduction! such!as! financial!protection,! child! rearing,!healthcare,!elderly! care!and! the!exchange!of!
various!kinds!of!information!about!such!issues!as!employment,!education,!health,!laws!and!social!activities”!and!
“strategies!to!cope!with!social!risks!arising!in!capitalist!economies!in!fields!such!as!employment,!health,!care!and!
education”.!
9!On!social!security,!see!page!45.!



!42!

Harvey! et! al.! 2007;! Oduro! 2010).! In! actual! practice! the! issue! is! more! complex,! however,!

because! frequently! the! two! dimensions—formal! and! informal—overlap! (Oduro! 2010;!

Devereux!and!Getu!2013;!Mohanty!2011).!!

One! of! the! recurring! concepts! in! the! definitions! of! social! protection! is! “vulnerability”! and!

“risks”! of! populations! to! be! ensured! against! poverty! (see,! for! example,! Browne! 2015;!

Devereux!and!SabatesMWheeler!2004;!Amelina!et!al.!2012).10!However,!also!not!vulnerable!

individuals!and!families!organize!social!protection!arrangements!locally!and!across!borders!as!

well,! aiming! to! overcome! current! or! potential! risks! and! ensuring! needs! linked! to! social!

protection!(Lafleur!and!Vivas!2018;!Lafleur!and!Lizin!2015;!Magnoni!et!al.!2010).!Thus,!for!the!

purpose!of!this!research!in!which!I!consider!diverse!types!of!families’!socioMeconomic!profiles,!

I!use!the!notion!of!social!protection!as!referring!to!those!provisions!by!formal!and!informal!

actors!dealing!“with!both!the!absolute!deprivation!and!the!vulnerabilities!of!the!poorest,!and!

also!with!the!need!of!the!currently!nonMpoor!to!have!security!in!the!face!of!shocks!and!lifeM

cycle! events”! (Norton! et! al.! 2001,! p.7).! Although! vulnerability! and! inequalities! are! more!

widespread!in!societies!in!the!South,!in!the!last!years!they!have!grown!much!larger!in!highM

income!countries.!This!trend!is!also!linked!to!the!effects!of!the!global!financial!recession!and!

austerity!measures! implemented! globally! as! fiscal! adjustments,! resulting! in! cuts! on! social!

protection!expenditures!and!exposing!populations!to!greater!risks!(ILO!2014;!ILO!2017).!!

While!the!economic!approaches!on!social!protection!are!more!focused!on!risks!linked!

to! external! conditions11! (e.g.! Holzmann! and! Jørgensen! 2001),! socioManthropological!

perspectives!tend!to!highlight!people’s!social!protection!needs!as!linked!to!their!life!course!

progress! and! various! intersectionalities! (Amelina! et! al.! 2012;! Bryceson! 2019).! These! two!

dimensions!are!interconnected,!since!the!external!risks!of!specific!environments!navigated!by!

individuals!and!families!also!affect!their!needs,!while!both!dimensions!also!evolve!in!time.!

!

! !

                                                
10!As!defined!by!Alwang!and!colleagues!(2001,!p.!6),!“a!household!is!said!to!be!vulnerable![when!it!is!at!risk]!of!
future!loss!of!welfare!below!socially!accepted!norms!caused!by!risky!events.!The!degree!of!vulnerability!depends!
on!the!characteristics!of!the!risk!and!the!households’!ability!to!respond!to!risk”.!!
11!The!sources!of!risk!may!be!natural!(e.g.!floods)!or!linked!to!human!activity!(e.g.!economic!policy)!(Holzmann!
and!Jorgensen!2001,!p.!539).!!
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1.2.2!Life!Course!and!Social!Protection!Domains!!
!
The!life!course!entails!different!levels!of!human!vulnerability!and!social!protection!needs!(Spini!

et! al.! 2017),!with! certain! population! groups! such! as! dependent! individuals! (e.g.,! children,!

elderly! people! and! people! with! disabilities)! being! in! need! of! specific! social! protection!

interventions.! Social! policies! and!welfare! schemes! are! supposed! to! take! into! account! the!

phases! of! people’s! life! course! in! welfare! arrangements,! thus! aiming! to! overcome! social!

inequalities! (De! Graaf! and! Maier! 2015).12! For! instance,! they! target! different! groups! and!

foresee! schemes! encompassing! specific! areas,! like! nutrition! and! health! for! children! and!

families;!employment!and!injury,!maternity!and!unemployment!for!working!age!individuals;!

or!pensions!and!healthcare!for!older!people!(OECD!2007;!ILO!2014;!2017;!Jorgensen!and!Siegel!

2019).! The! topMdown! social! protection! perspective! often! entails! an! implicit! confusion!

regarding!related!domains,!in!terms!of!human!needs!and!life!course!stages!(see!Bonnet!and!

Tessier!2013;! ILO!2014;!2017).! This! approach! sometimes! conceives! social! protection!areas!

even! more! broadly,! including! for! example! empowerment,! social! exclusion! and! economic!

growth!(Browne!et!al.!2015).!!

A!perspective!from!below!considers!partly!similar!social!protection!domains,!such!as!financial!

protection! (or! employment),! child! rearing,! healthcare,! care! for! the! elderly! and! education.!

Furthermore,!it!also!sometimes!encompasses!broader!issues!such!as!exchange!of!information,!

legal!procedures!and!social!activities!(Amelina!et!al.!2012;!Faist!2013;!see!also!Bryceson!2019).!!

In! the! attempt! to! distinguish! the! life! course! stages! from! the! social! protection! areas!

overlapping!in!the!literature!(see!also!Levitt!et!al.!2017),!I!consider!five!main!social!protection!

areas! in! this! study:! income! (and!basic! livelihood),!healthcare,! care,!education!and!housing.!

Although!the!area!of!housing! is!neglected! in! the!burgeoning!TSP! literature,! in! this! study! it!

represents! one! of! the! key! areas,! as! is! also! the! case! in! other! studies! on! migration! (e.g.,!

Mazzucato! 2011).! It! should! be! acknowledged,! however,! that! social! protection! areas! are!

interlinked!(Dankyi!et!al.!2017;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!For!instance,!if!the!income!of!a!

family!is!ensured,!this!affects!diverse!other!areas!and!needs!such!as!healthcare,!education!and!

housing.!For!this!reason,!I!consider!holistically!this!pentad!of!social!protection!components,!

which!have!universal!importance!in!different!types!of!social!contexts.!

                                                
12!At!the!same!time,!De!Graaf!and!Maier!(2015)!argue!that!in!high!income!countries,!with!a!longer!welfare!state!
tradition,!inequalities!continue!to!increase,!and!that!this!could!be!linked!to!indicate!gaps!of!welfare!systems!with!
respect!to!adapted!schemes!for!specific!life!course!stages.!
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1.2.3!Transnational!Social!Protection!!
!
In! an! increasingly!mobile! and! interconnected!world,! social! protection! issues! increasingly!

extend!across!national!borders.!For!the!purposes!of!this!research,!I!draw!on!the!concept!of!

“transnational!social!protection”!(TSP)!as!“the!policies,!programmes,!people,!organizations,!

and! institutions!which! provide! for! and! protect! individuals! […]! in! a! transnational!manner”!

(Levitt!et!al.!2017,!p.!6).!Since!the!focus!of! this!study! is!on!analyzing!how!families!manage!

social! protection! concerns,! however,! I! define! TSP! arrangements! “from! below”—partly!

drawing!on!the!definitions!of!Amelina!and!colleagues!(2012)!and!Faist!(2013)—as!crossWborder!

strategies!sustained!by!member!networks!living!across!different!countries!to!cope!with!risks!

and!cover!needs!related!to!areas!such!as!income!and!livelihood,!healthcare,!care,
13
!education!

and!housing.!!

Apart!from!being!linked!to!the!inner!life!course!progress!of!family!members!interlinked!

in!provisions!across!borders!(Kilkey!and!PalengaMMölenbeck!2016),!such!needs!also!relate!to!

external!conditions!of!the!specific!environments!where!they!are!located.!In!this!regard,!the!

migration!and!welfare!regime!(Kilkey!and!Merla!2014;!Baldassar!and!Merla!2014)!as!well!as!

labour!conditions!play!a!role!on!social!protection!arrangements.!In!fact,!the!accumulation!or!

overcoming!of!vulnerabilities! is! tied!to!spatial!contingencies!along! individual!and!collective!

trajectories!shaped!by!time!(Bailey!2009).!

To!ensure!their!needs!and!cope!with!risks,!families!mobilize!resources!deriving!from!

specific!“resource!environments”14!encompassing!diverse!sources!and!actors!of!provisions,!

such!as!the!State,!the!family!and!other!informal!networks,!the!market!and!third!sector!(Levitt!

et! al.! 2017).! Thus,! TSP! arrangements! encompass! formal,! semiMformal! and! informal!

arrangements,! extending! across! borders! (Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2017;! 2018;! Bilecen! and!

Barglowski!2015;! Lafleur!and!Lizin!2015).! Individuals!and! families!negotiate! their!access! to!

resources! from! distinct! providers! across! the! different! places! and! countries,! locally! and!

transnationally.!Their!access! is! linked! to!diverse! intersectionality! factors,! such!as! legal!and!

socioeconomic! status,!ethnic!background!and!other!determinants! (Lafleur!and!Vivas!2018;!

                                                
13! It! should! be! noted! that! the! term! “care”! is! polysemous,! since! it! may! refer! to! handsMon! care,! moral! and!
psychological!support,!social!care!and!other!aspects!(see!for!example!Baldassar!et!al.!2007;!Yeates!2005).!In!order!
to!overcome!ambiguities!with!other!social!protection!areas,!I!refer!to!“care”!as!the!“custodial!or!maintenance!
help! or! services,! rendered! for! the!wellMbeing! of! individuals!who! cannot! perform! such! activities! themselves”!
(Hooyman!et!al.!1995,!p.3),!and!this!includes!children,!the!elderly!and!ill!or!disabled!people.!
14!On!the!spatial!perspective!on!the!issue!of!management!of!TSP,!see!page!65.!!
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Levitt!et!al.!2017).!The!next!section!describes!the!diverse!social!protection!sources!mobilized!

by!migrants!and!their!families!in!specific!environments!considered!in!this!study.!

1.2.4!Social!Protection!Sources!!
!
SabatesMWheeler!and!Feldman!(2011,!p.!21)!identify!four!dimensions!of!social!protection!for!

migrants:!(i)!access!to!formal!social!protection—that!is,!social!security!and!social!services—in!

host! and!origin! countries;! (ii)! portability! of! vested! social! security! rights! between!host! and!

origin! countries;! (iii)! labour! market! conditions! for! migrants! in! host! countries! and! the!

employment!recruitment!process!for!migrants!in!the!origin!country;!and!(iv)!access!to!informal!

networks!to!support!migrants!and!their!family!members.!All!these!dimensions!basically!shape!

TSP!arrangements,!and!similar!to!social!protection!areas,!in!such!“assemblages”!(Bilecen!and!

Barglowski! 2015)! the! diverse! sources! and! providers! of! social! protection! resources! often!

overlap!(Harvey!et!al.!2007;!Ascoli!and!Ranci!2002;!Mehrotra!and!Delamonica!2005).!This!is!

the!case!for!migrants!and!their!families!in!this!study,!as!reflected!in!diverse!combinations!of!

social!protection!resources!in!the!different!contexts.!

!

1.2.4.1!State!!
!
One!of!the!main!social!protection!providers! is!the!State,!at! least! in!Western!countries,!

where!the!industrialization!process!resulted!in!welfare!systems,15!providing!protection!to!

their!citizens!in!their!national!territories.!State!provided!resources!are!part!of!formal!social!

protection!schemes,!in!the!form!of!publicly!funded!state!programmes!reinforced!by!laws!and!

conveyed!in!the!form!of!eligibility!criteria!(Bilecen!and!Barglowski,!2015).!!!

The!two!main!components!of!state!social!protection!are!social!security!and!social!assistance.!

On!the!one!hand,!social!security!(or!statutory!social!insurance)!relates!to!state!provisions!in!

cash!or!in!kind,!to!secure!protection!in!diverse!areas,16!with!two!main!functional!dimensions:!

income! security! and! availability! of! medical! care.! It! is! typically! provided! through! public!

institutions,!financed!either!through!contributions!(i.e.,!contributory!schemes)!or!taxes,!while!

                                                
15!Welfare! can! be! defined! as! “[state]! provision! of! goods,! services! to! protect! people! from,! and! prevent,! the!
negative! livelihood! impacts!of! risk,!and! to! reduce!structural! inequalities! in!opportunity”.!See!MacAuslan!and!
SabatesMWheeler!(2011,!p.62).!
16! They! encompass! (a)! lack! of! workMrelated! income! (or! insufficient! income)! caused! by! sickness,! disability,!
maternity,! employment! injury,! unemployment,! old! age! or! death! of! a! family! member;! (b)! lack! of! access! or!
unaffordable!access!to!healthcare;!(c)!insufficient!family!support,!particularly!for!children!and!adult!dependents;!
(d)!general!poverty!and!social!exclusion!(ILO!2010,!p.13).!!
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its!delivery! is!also!mandated!to!private!entities.!On!the!other!hand,!social!assistance!is!not!

linked!to!contributions!(i.e.!nonMcontributory!schemes)!with!benefits!provided!to!residents!of!

a!country!who!meet!certain!criteria.!Social!security!benefits!comprise!transfers,!either!in!cash!

(income)!or! in!kind!(services,!often!healthcare)!addressed!to!different!categories!of!people!

(such!as!the!active!or!the!old,!the!healthy!or!the!sick,!or!the!affluent!or!the!needy)!(World!

Social!Security!Report!2010/11).!Social!policies!are!subject!to!being!debated!in!terms!of!their!

universalism! versus! targeting,! and! critics! of! the! welfare! provision! argue! that! it! decreases!

market!incentives,!creating!a!culture!of!dependency!(Ocampo!and!Stiglitz!2019).!

!

For!migrants! the! two!main!components!of!stateMprovided!social!protection!are!access! to!

state!social!protection!(social!security!and!social!assistance)!and!portability!of!social!security!

rights!across!borders!(SabatesMWheeler!and!Koettl!2010).!The!type!of!welfare!regime,!in!its!

interplay!with!migration!and!policy! regimes,!has!an! impact!on!migrants’! social! rights,!with!

respect! to! their! inclusions! or! exclusions! (Sainsbury! 2012).! In! destination! contexts! this! is!

strongly!influenced!by!legal!and!residence!status!(SabatesMWheeler!and!Feldman!2011;!Levitt!

et!al.!2017),!with!undocumented!migrants!experiencing!the!greatest!difficulties!to!access!

social!protection!(SabatesMWheeler!and!Waite!2003).!However,!also!documented!migrants!

experience!challenges! in! this! regard,!as! is! shown!by! recent! findings!on!EU!citizens! facing!

administrative! barriers! or! those! linked! to! worker! status! in! the! receiving! EU! countries!

(Bruzelius!forthcoming;!see!also!Lafleur!and!Mescoli!2018;!Kilkey!2017).!!

In!the!EU!context,!EU!citizens!represent!a!very!particular!category!of!migrant,!as!they!

enjoy!the!right!to!freely!enter!and!have!conditional!rights!to!access!social!benefits!and!services!

in!other!EU!member!states.!The!right!to!reside!in!another!member!state!for!more!than!three!

months!and!their!social!rights!are!conditioned!on!worker!status!and!economic!resources,!and!

economically! inactive! movers! are! not! entitled! to! equal! treatment! and! are! dependent! on!

exportable! benefits! from! the! country! of! origin! (Bruzelius! et! al.! 2017).! After! five! years! of!

continuous!and!legal!residence,!EU!migrant!citizens!can!obtain!permanent!residence!and!can!

no! longer! be! lawfully! discriminated! in! their! access! to! welfare! in! other! member! states.!

However,! this! fiveMyear! transition! period! makes! their! entitlements! dependent! on! socioM

economic!circumstances!(Bruzelius!forthcoming).!EU!migrants!may!also!be!“new!Europeans”,!

as!occurs!for!dual!EU!citizens!originating!from!third!countries.!In!fact,!a!privileged!citizenship!

of!an!EU!country!allows!free!mobility!in!the!EU!and!other!countries!of!the!world,!as!well!as!
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formal!access!to!welfare!provisions!under!the!requirements!specified!earlier.!Nevertheless,!

evidence! shows! that!also! for!dual!EU!citizens! this!may!be!de! facto! constrained! (McCarthy!

2012;!Mas!2016).!

In!sum,!being!entitled!does!not!guarantee!that!provisions!are!actually!received!since!

when!compared!to!nonMmigrants,!migrants!have!unequal!access!to!state!provisions!(see!also!

ILO!2017;!MacAuslan!and!SabatesMMWheeler!2011;!Ratel!et!al.!2013),!and!formal!social!rights!

do!not!necessarily!coincide!with!substantive!ones!(Bruzelius! forthcoming).!Access!to!social!

protection,! in! essence,! does! not! only! involve! formal! rules! of! entitlement,! but! also! “the!

distributional! mechanisms! through! which! that! entitlement! is! provided,! as! well! as! the!

negotiations! and! bargaining! that! take! place! around! those! rules! between! claimants,! ruleM

setters! and! providers”! (MacAuslan! and! SabatesMWheeler! 2011,! p.! 61).! Access! to! welfare!

provision!thus!depends!on!diverse! factors,! including! legal!status,!migrants’!socioMeconomic!

characteristics!(Giulietti!2014),!the!types!of!welfare!regimes!(Giulietti!and!Wahba!2012)!and!

migrants’! labour! integration.! In! fact,! workers! in! the! informal! economy,! such! as! in! the!

domestic!sector!(ILO!2016)!are!excluded!from!provisions!linked!to!contributive!schemes!

(see!also!SabatesMWheeler!and!Feldman!2011).!!

Since!the!2008!global! financial! recession,! in!a!context!of!austerity!policies!and!consequent!

welfare! retrenchment,! more! attention! has! been! devoted! in! European! countries! to! the!

migrationMwelfare! nexus.! Political! and! media! discourses! have! stressed! the! notion! that!

migrants! are! attracted! to! countries! that! provide! more! generous! welfare,! driven! by! the!

“welfare!tourism”!or!“welfare!magnet!hypothesis”,!thus!representing!a!burden!on!receiving!

welfare! systems! (Borjas! 1999;! Fernandes! 2016).! However,! quantitative! and! qualitative!

evidence!shows!that!migration!flows!are!more!influenced!by!employment!opportunities,!as!

well!as!such!other!factors!as!social!networks!and!culturally!specific!family!decisions!(Giulietti!

2014;! Fernandes! 2016;! Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2019;! Palash! and! Serra! forthcoming).!

Furthermore,! a! framing! of! migrants’! opportunism! with! respect! to! welfare! systems!

overshadows!the!frequent!structural!labour!needs!of!receiving!countries,!including!welfareM

related!services,!as!the!emblematic!domains!of!care!of!dependents!and!healthcare!(Ambrosini!

2013;! Yeates!2009).! The! fact! remains! that! such! rhetoric! and! social! policies,!which! seek! to!

exclude! migrants! from! social! protection! (and! this! may! also! pertain! to! EU! nationals),!

exacerbate!the!already!existing!migrant!specific!vulnerabilities!(EAPN!2015).!

!
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Migrants!and!their!families!also!experience!difficulties!with!respect!to!state!provisions!in!the!

origin!contexts,!which!are!often!marked!by!fragile!welfare!systems,!having!populations!more!

exposed!to!vulnerabilities!and!inequalities!(SabatesMWheeler!and!Koettl!2010;!Harvey!et!al.!

2007).!While! literature!on!TSP! focuses!on!migration!and!welfare!concerns! in! the! receiving!

contexts!in!the!North,!the!role!of!sending!countries!tends!to!be!neglected.!Origin!countries,!

however,!also!affect!migrants’!and! their! families’!management!of!TSP!concerns! (Serra!and!

Mazzucato!2019).! This!occurs!when! their!welfare! systems!deficiencies! influence!people! to!

migrate,!when!migrants!lose!their!benefits!“back!home”!by!leaving!their!country!to!live!

elsewhere!(Avato!et!al.!2009),!or!when!they!are!excluded!from!adequate!public!coverage,!as!

occurs! for! returnees! in! the! domain! of! healthcare! (Wassink! 2018).! More! in! general,! in!

countries!of!the!South!the!widespread!labour!informality!limits!social!insurance!contributions!

and!thus!social!protection!coverage!(Norton!et!al.!2001),!as!in!effect!occurs!in!Ecuador.!

!

In!the!last!years,!sending!and!receiving!states!have!promoted!schemes!allowing!the!portability!

of!social!security!rights!across!borders,!establishing!Bilateral!and!Multilateral17!Social!Security!

Agreements! (SSA),! which! represents! a! step! towards! making! formal! social! protection!

provisions!more!mobile! (Holzmann! and! Koettl! 2011).! These! agreements! address! several!

issues,! such! as! equality! of! treatment,! exportability! of! benefits,! double! taxation,!

totalization! of! periods! of! contribution! to! social! security! in! different! countries! and!

administrative!assistance!in!claiming!benefits!(SabatesMWheeler!and!Koettl!2010).!SSA!usually!

include! contributory! benefits! like! oldMage! pensions,! while! nonMcontributory! benefits! are!

excluded!from!exportability!(EMN!2014).18!Data!show!that!only!23!per!cent!of!international!

migrants!benefit!from!any!bilateral!SSA,!while!the!majority!of!them!(86%)!are!migrants!from!

highMincome!countries!living!in!other!highMincome!countries!(Holzmann!2016,!p.!1).!A!majority!

of!migrants!(55%)!cannot!export!benefits!because!of!the!absence!of!SSA,!and!about!a!quarter!

of!them!(22%)!have!no!access!to!formal!social!protection.!

Apart!from!covering!a!limited!number!of!countries,!such!legal!instruments!also!present!

several!other!problems.!Firstly,!these!include!administrative!complexities!like!those!involved!

in!programme!registration!(HagenMZanker!et!al.!2017)!or!meansMtested!benefits,!which!require!

                                                
17!An!example!of!a!multilateral!agreement!is!the!IberoMAmerican!SSA!between!Spain,!Portugal!and!twenty!Latin!
American! countries,! which! provides! a! pension! floor! for! labour! migrants! (Taha! et! al.! 2015).! See! also!
http://www.oiss.org/MConvenioMMultilateralM.html!�!
18! Exportability! ! restrictions! ! apply! ! to:! healthcare! in! kind! benefits,! family! benefits,! guaranteed! minimum!
resources,!unemployment!benefits!and!maternity!and!paternity!benefits!(EMN!2014).!
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one!to!obtain!information!on!the!financial!situation!of!the!migrant!worker’s!family!abroad!to!

assess!eligibility!(ISSA,!2014).!Especially!in!sending!countries,!information!and!services!tend!to!

imply!delay!in!processing!(Holzmann!2018).!Secondly,!countries!apply!restrictive!regulation,!

with! a! lack! of! coordination! between! countries! to! ensure! portability! of! rights! and! benefits!

(EMN!2014;! ILO! 2017;! Taha! et! al.! 2015).! Even!within! the! EU,!whose!member! states! have!

coordination!of! social! security,! some!disfunctions!may!undermine! the! effective! portability!

(Guild!et!al.!2013).!Thirdly,!even!if!programmes!are!accessible!and!implemented!effectively,!

the!migrant!takeMup!may!be!affected!by!knowledge!gaps,!language!and!financial!barriers,!time!

constraints!and!lack!of!documentation!(HagenMZanker!et!al.!2017).!Employers!do!not!always!

enforce!arrangements,!for!example!by!not!providing!the!relevant!documentation!to!migrants!

(Taha!et!al.!2015).!!

Due!to!these!inefficiencies,!migrants!may!pay!into!schemes!from!which!they!cannot!

benefit!(Holzmann!et!al.!2005).!Monthly!contributions!or!adMhoc!payments!particularly!affect!

lowMskilled! or! lowMwage! labour! migrants! with! irregular! income! in! the! informal! economy!

(Hopkins! et! al.! 2016;! SabatesMWheeler! and! Waite,! 2003).! ! In! other! words,! legal! social!

protection!frameworks!in!place!do!not!necessarily!contribute!to!making!benefits!portable!to!

migrants! (Avato!et!al.!2009).! Indeed,! in!a!context!of!economic!recession! in!the!destination!

contexts,!portability!arrangements!seem!to!have!a!limited!effect!on!return!migration.!What!

seems!to!have!a!greater!role!in!decisions!to!stay!on!in!destination!countries!are!pension!topM

ups!and!higher!quality!healthcare!in!these!countries!(Holzmann!2016),!which!in!effect!results!

for!aging!migrants!in!this!study,!resisting!in!postMrecession!Europe.!

In!recent!years,!furthermore,!other!transnational!schemes!aimed!to!ensure!migrants’!

social! protection! include! several! sending! countries’! initiatives,! which! have! received! little!

scholarly! attention! so! far! (IOM! 2017).! Firstly,! this! pertains! to! the! special! welfare! funds,!

extending!protection!to!workers!and,!at!times,!also!their!families!(ISSA!2014).!Implemented!

by!several!Asian!countries,!they!provide!a!range!of!services!to!migrants!abroad,!such!as!life!

and!medical!insurance,!loans!and!repatriation!services,!and!sometimes!support!of!migrants’!

families! “back! home”! (HagenMZanker! et! al.! 2017).! Secondly,! another! scheme! is! voluntary!

affiliation!implemented!by!diverse!sending!countries19!encouraging!migrants!working!in!the!

formal!or!informal!economy!abroad!to!accumulate!contributions!through!monthly!payments,!

                                                
19!Among!these!Albania,!Ecuador,!Jordan,!Mexico,!Mozambique,!the!Philippines!and!the!Republic!of!Korea!(see!
for!example!ISSA!2014).!
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which!can!later!allow!their!access!to!a!retirement!pension.!However,!such!schemes!present!

shortcomings,!since!contributions!are!often!too!low!to!provide!meaningful!coverage!and!may!

place!too!much!burden!on!migrant!workers,!as!shows!a!study!on!Ecuadorian!migrants!(Herrera!

and! Paredes! 2017).! In! addition,! these! arrangements! do! not! generally! cover! vulnerable!

categories! like! informal!workers!and!undocumented!migrants!(IOM!2017,!pp.!4M5).! !A!third!

type! of! programmes! implemented! by! sending! countries! include! diasporic! health! policies!

(Lafleur!and!Vivas!2018),!such!as!the!initiatives!to!facilitate!access!to!healthcare!in!destination!

by! Latin! American! sending! countries! in! the! US,! sometimes! covering! both! migrants! and!

relatives! in! the! homeland.20! Finally,! other! measures! include! homeland! extraMterritorial!

initiatives,! such! as! a! dedicated! emigrant! ministry! at! the! national! level! and/or! specialized!

statutory!bodies!to!protect!the!interests!of!their!citizens!abroad!and!consular!support!(e.g.,!

implemented!by!several!Asian!countries!and!Ecuador).!Still,! there! is! little!evidence!of! their!

impact!and!efficiency!(IOM!2017:4).!For!migrants!working!overseas,!then,!sending!remittances!

remains!the!fundamental!means!to!ensure!TSP!concerns!of!their!families!(Boccagni!2011).!

1.2.4.2!Market!
!

Since!the!1990s!a!process!of!privatization21!took!place!both!in!industrialized!and!in!developing!

countries,! subject! to! structural! adjustment!programmes.! This! resulted! in! a! global! trend!of!

“welfare!pluralism”!or!welfare!mix!(Ascoli!and!Ranci!2002;!Mehrotra!and!Delamonica!2005),!

as!well!as!a!greater!role!of!private!insurance!actors,!whose!activities!are!often!unregulated!

and!whose!products!are!generally!costly!(Levitt!et!al.!2017;!Lafleur!and!Lizin!2015).!Among!

the!microMinsurance!products!are!elderly!care,!healthcare!and!repatriation,!which!according!

to!the!location!of!the!insurer!can!be!classified!as!home,!host!and!hybrid!insurance!(Magnoni!

et!al.!2010).!Although!much!less!developed,!hybrid!models!are!the!most!interesting!from!a!

transnational!perspective!because!these!involve!tailored!products!to!cover!specific!risks!on!

both!sides!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2017).!Yet,!these!marketMprovided!products!also!come!with!

                                                
20!Mexico!has!taken!specific!provisions!to!include!immigrants!and!nonMmigrant!family!members!in!existing!social!
security!schemes.!With!its!universal!health!coverage!scheme!called!Seguro!Popular,!immigrants!can!prepare!for!
their!own!access!to!Mexican!public!health!upon!return,!and!they!can!also!start!registering!nonMmigrant!relatives!
from!abroad!(Vargas!et!al.!2012).!The!Philippines!and!Sri!Lanka,!for!instance,!have!set!up!welfare!funds!that!cover!
disabilities!and!diseases! incurred!by! immigrants!while!working!abroad,!and,! in! certain! cases,! these!countries!
extend!medical!coverage!to!their!family!members!in!their!home!country!(Mackenzie!2005).!
21! See! also! https://socialprotectionMhumanrights.org/keyMissues/administrationMandMdeliveryMofMbenefitsMandM
services/privatizationMofMdeliveryMmechanisms/!
https://socialprotectionMhumanrights.org/expertcom/theMcaseMagainstMtheMcommodificationMofMsocialM
protection/!
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diverse!challenges.!First,!these!models!are!generally!accessible!only!for!documented!migrants.!

Secondly,! regarding!coverage,!most!of! them!cover!only!migrant! repatriation!and!accidents!

(not!including!other!benefits,!such!as!pensions,!education!or!unemployment),!and!only!a!few!

of!them!ensure!those!“back!home”!(e.g.!healthcare)!(Magnoni!et!al.!2010).!Thirdly,!most!of!

the!schemes!are!based!on!Western!insurance!models,!which!may!not!fit!in!the!cultural!and!

socioMeconomic! necessities! of! sending! contexts! (see! for! example! Sulmont! 2013).! Fourthly,!

these!costly!options!are!only!available!to!a!minority!of!highly!skilled!socioMeconomic!migrant!

élite!(Lafleur!and!Lizin!2015).!And,!finally,!as!occurs!for!other!formal!schemes,!these!models!

sometimes!involve!information!gaps!(MacAuslan!and!SabatesMWheeler!2011).!
!

1.2.4.3!Third!Sector!
!
Another!source!of!social!protection!for!migrants!is!the!soMcalled!“third!sector”,!here!referred!

to!as!“the!part!of!an!economy!or!society!comprising!nonMgovernmental!and!nonMprofitMmaking!

organizations! or! associations,! including! charities,! voluntary! and! community! groups,!

cooperatives”22.!The!role!of!these!actors,!which!has!so!far!been!overlooked!in!the!research!on!

TSP!(Bruzelius!forthcoming),!has!significantly!increased!in!a!context!of!globalization!(Ascoli!

and!Ranci!2002),!with!additional!pressures!after! the!2008! recession! (Powell! and!Chen!

2016).!Furthermore,! for!Evans!and!colleagues! (2005),! third!sector!may! imply!a!blurred!

position!with!respect!to!market!and!governance!actions,!in!a!neoliberal!model!of!welfare!

provision.!

Among!the!type!of!actors!providing!lowMcost!protections!to!defined!groups!in!the!

receiving!countries!under!specific!requirements!are!charitable!humanitarian!organizations!

(NGOs,!church!groups,!labour!unions,!foodbanks)!and!international!organizations23!(Levitt!

et! al.! 2017;! Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2017).! Their! initiatives! encompass! diverse! domains,!

including!healthcare,!employment,!education,!housing!and!other!areas,!and!their!impact!

is!often!significant!in!countries!in!the!Global!South,!due!to!gaps!of!state!social!protection!

(e.g.,!Deacon!1997).!!

Concerning! migrants,! provisions! by! the! third! sector! are! mainly! addressed! to!

undocumented!migrants! in!situations!of!extreme!vulnerability,! including!emergency!care!

                                                
22!https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/third_sector!
23! Among! these! can! be! listed:!World! Bank,! United! Nations! Development! Programme! (UNDP),! International!
Organization! for! Migration! (IOM),! International! Labour! Organization! (ILO),! International! Monetary! Fund!
(IMF),! World! Health! Organization! (WHO)! and! UNICEF! (Deacon! 1997;! Norton! et! al.! 2001;! Serra! and!
Mazzucato!2017).!
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(e.g.,!food!and!health)!and!legal!and!social!advice!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2017).!Moreover,!

recent!findings!show!that!nonMprofit!organizations!also!provide!similar!services!to!EU!citizens!

facing!hindrances!with!respect!to!their!social!rights.!Their!services!include!mediation!on!

legal!enforcement!with!authorities,!as!well!as!housing!and,!more!rarely,!financial!support.!

Nevertheless,! important!differences!exist! among! the!EU! countries!with! respect! to! the!

nonMprofit!sector’s!actions!(Bruzelius!forthcoming).!!

Third!sector!actors!also!participate!in!transnational!schemes,!an!issue!hardly!covered!

in!the!literature!as!of!yet.!These!are!linked,!for!instance,!to!the!capacity!building!in!migrants’!

origin! contexts,! as! well! as! assisted! voluntary! returns! and! resettlement! programmes,!

sometimes! in! collaboration! with! international! organizations! and! governmental!

institutions.24!The!latter!are!more!often!related!to!development!than!social!protection!(Serra!

and!Mazzucato!2017),!whereby!there!may!be!a!tension!between!state!social!protection!

and!the!third!sector!actors’!humanitarian!norms!of!impartiality!and!neutrality!(Harvey!et!

al.!2007).!

!

1.2.4.4!Social!Networks!!
!
There!is!another!source!of!social!protection!for!migrants!at!the!informal!family!and!community!

level,! that! is! “social! networks! based! on! collective! norms! such! as! community! solidarity,!

reciprocity,!altruism,!and!obligations”!(Bilecen!and!Barglowski!2015,!p.!208;!MacAuslan!and!

SabatesMWheeler! 2011;! Avato! et! al.! 2009).! The! role! of! these! informal! networks! is! often!

essential!because!they!help!to!fill!the!gaps!left!by!formal!systems!(AmuedoMDorantes!and!Pozo!

2006),! and! they! provide! protection! to! ineligible! migrants! if,! for! example,! they! are!

undocumented!or!face!problems!to!access!entitlements.!Informal!support!systems!based!on!

trust!and!reciprocity!play!a!significant!role! in!countries! in!the!Global!South,!where!state!

provisions! are!weak,! as! shown! by! studies!which!mainly! focus! on! SubMSaharan! regions!

(Norton!et!al.!2001).!

Such!interpersonal!social!safety!nets!may!provide!diverse!resources!to!migrants!in!the!

receiving!countries,! like! initial!accommodation,!employment! (and!related! information)!and!

even! healthcare! (MacAuslan! and! SabatesMWheeler! 2011,! pp.! 77M78;! SabatesMWheeler! and!

Waite! 2003).! Regarding! informal! resources! ensuring! migrants! across! borders,!

transnationalism! scholars! have! recently! acknowledged! the! role! of! reverse! remittances!

                                                
24!See!https://www.iom.int/civilMsocietyMngos.!
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provided!by!migrants’!networks!“back!home”,!mainly!in!the!form!of!services!and,!to!a!lesser!

extent,! also! goods! and! money! (Mazzucato! 2011;! Baldassar! and! Merla! 2014).! Actually,!

migration!itself!can!be!considered!as!an!informal!social!protection!strategy!safeguarding!the!

needs!of!migrants!and!their!families!(Avato!et!al.!2009;!Lucas!and!Stark!1985).25!

Because!of!migrants’!frequent!difficulties!in!accessing!an!adequate!formal!coverage!in!

destination! (also! due! to! the! recession! outcome)! and! limited! formal! social! protection!

provisions!in!origin!countries!from!the!South!(SabatesMWheeler!and!Feldman!2011),!family!and!

networks!play!a!significant!role!in!protecting!their!needs!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!At!the!

same! time,! it! is! true! that! informal! social! protection! mechanisms! may! also! involve!

constraints!linked!for!example!to!the!reciprocity,!moral!obligations!and!expectations!of!

provisions! in! the! family! and! community! networks,! sometimes! entailing! conflicts!

(MacAuslan!and!SabatesMWheeler;!Boccagni!2015;!Serra!2019;!Castellani!and!MartínMDíaz!

2019).26!!!

!

! !

                                                
25! However,! there! is! some! evidence! that! contrasts! with! such! assumptions! (Serra! and!Mazzucato! 2017),! for!
example!when!migrants!send!money!transfers!to!wealthy!receivers!(Lucas!and!Stark!1985),!or!when!migration!
implies!disruption!of!traditional!social!protection!mechanisms!(Devereux!et!al.!2016).!
26!See!page!61!of!this!chapter.!!
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1.3!Social!Protection!Arrangements!in!Transnational!
Families!
!
Literature! on! migration! and! social! protection! addressing! TSP! issues! mainly! focuses! on!

migrants’!individual!concerns!of!access!and!portability!of!entitlements!across!borders,!or!on!

their!money!transfers!to!provide!for!the!needs!of!families!in!the!sending!contexts!(Amuedo!

Dorantes!and!Pozo!2006).!Such! individualized!and!economic!approaches,!however,!neglect!

the!fact!that!TSP!arrangements! involve!a!more!complex!picture.! In!particular!contributions!

using!a!transnational!lens!show!that!these!arrangements!are!not!merely!guided!by!economic!

rationales,!that!provisions!in!transnational!families!are!not!limited!to!migrants’!unidirectional!

financial!transfers,!and!that!their!logics!are!importantly!influenced!by!cultural!and!contextual!

specificities.!

!

1.3.1!Theories!on!TSP!Arrangements!between!Migrants!and!
Their!Families!“Back!Home”!!!
!
Since!the!1980s,!a!body!of!studies! focusing!on!the!microM!and!mesoMlevel!has!stressed!the!

heterogeneous!nature!of!migration.!They!have!established!that!migrants!maintain!social!ties!

with!their!origin!societies,!even!after!a!considerable!time!abroad.!Moreover,!overcoming!a!

deterministic! and! passive! portrayal! characterizing! previous! neoMclassical! and! historicalM

structural! perspectives,! they! put! emphasis! on! migrants’! agency! in! actively! overcoming!

structural!constraints.!This!corresponded!with!a!general!paradigm!shift!in!social!theory,!away!

from!grand!theories!and!towards!more!pluralist!and!hybrid!approaches,!which!simultaneously!

took!into!account!agency!and!structure!(Castles!et!al.!2014;!De!Haas!2010).!

In! the! 1980s! and! 1990s,! the! NELM! (New! Economics! of! Labour! Migration)! theory!

emerged!as!a!critical!response!to!neoMclassical!migration!theory!by!placing!the!behaviour!of!

individual!migrants!in!a!wider!societal!context!and!by!considering!the!family!or!household!as!

the! most! appropriate! decisionMmaking! unit! (Stark! 1978;! Massey! et! al.! 1993).! This! theory!

provided!a!different!conceptualization!of!migration!as!a!household!strategy!to!diversify!risk!

and!overcome!market!constraints!in!the!sending!contexts!by!improving!the!living!conditions!

in! the! involved! households! through! remittances! (Stark! 1980;! Stark! and! Lucas! 1988).! This!

approach!explained!remittances!as!the!outcome!of!a!selfMenforcing!contractual!arrangement!

between! migrants! helped! to! move! abroad! by! their! families! and! their! kin! “back! home”!
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receiving!money!transfers,!either!as!delayed!payment!for!the!initial!migration!project!or!as!a!

kind!of!insurance!to!the!family!in!times!of!need!(Stark!and!Lucas!1988;!Mazzucato!2009).!These!

theories!assume!migrants!abiding!with!the!contract!because!of!altruistic!feelings!towards!the!

family!and/or!his!desire!to!be!eligible!for!the!family!inheritance!(de!la!Brière!2002),!usually!

land!or!cattle.!!

Meanwhile,! since! the! late! 1970s,! geographers,! anthropologists! and! sociologists!

conducting!microMresearch!in!developing!countries!began!to!formulate!livelihood!approaches,!

recognizing!the!role!of!people’s!agency,!thus!further!overcoming!rigid!structuralist!theories!

(De! Haas! 2010).! In! their! perspective,! people! facing! contextual! constraints! organize! their!

livelihoods!among!households,!village!communities!and!ethnic!groups.!A!livelihood!approach!

focuses!on!the!capabilities,!assets!(including!both!material!and!social!resources)!and!activities!

required!for!a!means!of!living!(Carney!1998).!It!encompasses!not!only!the!households’!income,!

but! also! the! social! institutions,! intraMhousehold! relations! and! mechanisms! of! access! to!

resources!through!the! life!cycle! (Ellis!1998).!A! livelihood!strategy!can!then!be!defined!as!a!

strategic!or!deliberate!choice!of!a!combination!of!activities!by!households!and!their!individual!

members! to!maintain,! secure! and! improve! their! livelihood,! based! on! (selective)! access! to!

assets!and!perceptions!of!opportunities,!as!well!as!actors’!aspirations!(De!Haas!2010,!p.!244).!

Drawing!on!more!empirical!approaches!of!ruralMurban!internal!migration!in!poor!countries!and!

using! the! household! as! unit! of! analysis,! this! perspective! showed! that! migrants! were! not!

necessarily!passive!victims!of!global!capitalism,!but!that!can!actively!improve!their!livelihood!

within!the!constraining!conditions.!!

As!De!Haas!(2010)!has!pointed!out,!livelihood!approaches!reflect!conceptual!parallels!

with!NELM.!In!fact,!the!two!angles!share!that!they!are!householdMoriented!and!consider!both!

migration!and!activities!at!the!origin,!overcoming!a!view!of!migrants!as!being!detached!from!

their!wider!social!and!economic!contexts.! Indeed,!the!decision!within!NELM!and! livelihood!

approaches! to! start! from! the! household! as! unit! of! analysis! represents! a! muchMneeded!

synthesis!of!agency!and!structure.!This!was!also!recognized!by!Lucas!and!Stark!(1985,!p.!901),!

who! argued! in! the! 1980s! that! economists! had! begun! to! address! questions! of! household!

composition!more!traditionally!posed!by!anthropologists!and!sociologists!(De!Haas!2010).!!

!

Another!pluralist!conceptualization!of!migration!as!part!of!transnational!livelihood!strategies!

pursued!by!households!and!other!social!groups!(De!Haas!2010,!p.!248)!is!the!sociological!and!
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anthropological! research!on!migrants’! transnationalism,!which!emerged! in! the!1990s.! This!

perspective!represents!an!overcoming!of!the!previous!assimilationist!approaches!prevailing!

during!the!1970s!and!1980s!in!migration!and!policy!studies,!addressing!migration!from!the!

perspective!of!Western!nationMstates.!This!tended!to!ignore!the!social,!cultural!and!economic!

ties!between!migrants’!country!of!origin!and!the!receiving!countries.!Transnationalism!has!

been!defined!as!“the!process!by!which!immigrants!build!social!fields!that!link!together!their!

country!of!origin!and!their!country!of!settlement”!(Glick!Schiller,!et!al.!1992,!p.!1;!see!also!

Basch!et!al.!1994;!Levitt!and!Jaworsky!2007;!Guarnizo!et!al.!2003).!Conceptualizing!migration!

as!“a!continuous!flow!of!people,!goods,!money!and!ideas!that!transgress!national!boundaries!

and! thereby! connect! different! physical,! social,! economic! and! political! spaces”! (Mazzucato!

2004,! p.! 131),! the! ‘‘transnational! turn’’! emphasizes! the! need! to! go! beyond! stateMcentric!

considerations!of!migration!and!social!phenomena!(Levitt!and!GlickMSchiller!2004).!Focusing!

on!migrants’!everyday!practices,!transnationalism!from!below!refers!to!crossMborder!activities!

as! “a! result! of! grassMroots! initiatives!by! immigrants! and! their! home! country! counterparts”!

(Portes!et!al.!1999,!p.!221),!which!are!part!of!the!“transnational!social!space”!(Pries!2013).!As!

such!this!phenomenon!underscores!the!fact!that!globalization!increased!the!ability!of!migrants!

to!maintain!network!ties!over!long!distances,!eased!by!rapid!improvements!in!technologies!of!

transport,!communication!and!money!transfers.!Thus,!migrants’!ties,!identities,!belonging!and!

commitments!reflect!simultaneous!embeddedness!between!here!and!there!(GlickMSchiller!and!

Faist!2010;!Mazzucato!2012;!Vertovec!1999).!This!body!of!literature!has!shown!that!migrants!

facing!insecure!position!in!the!host!society!can!rely!on!their!relatives!“back!home”!as!safety!

nets!in!case!of!need!or!unforeseen!crises!(see!for!example!Basch!et!al.!1994;!Mazzucato!2009;!

2011).!!

To! study!TSP!arrangements! in! transnational! families!a! transnationalism!approach! is!

more!suitable!than!the!NELM!and!livelihood!approaches!for!at!least!two!reasons.!!Firstly,!it!

aims!to!consider!the!perspective!of!both!migrants!and!their!families! in!the!origin!contexts,!

regarding! their! experiences,! environments! and! crossMborder! engagements! (Levitt! and!

Jaworsky!2007;!Levitt!et!al.!2017;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!This!is!achieved!in!particular!

through!data!collection! in!both!origin!and!destination!(Mazzucato!2012),!providing!a!more!

complete!picture!of!transnational!arrangements.!As!shown!in!this!dissertation,!it!is!important!

more!comprehensively!to!understand!TSP!arrangements!and!more!fully!to!acknowledge!the!

role!of!kin!“back!home”.!
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Secondly,! this! approach! makes! it! possible! to! consider! complex! units! such! as!

transnational!networks,!beyond!a!monolithic!household!as!unit!of!analysis.!In!effect,!spatially!

extended! flexible! multiMhousehold! units! have! gained! significance! worldwide! (Borell! 2010;!

Widmer!and!Viry!2017).!This!applies!both!to!societies!in!the!Global!North!and!in!the!Global!

South,! if! clearly! implying! differences.! In! the! sending! contexts,! families! are! living! more!

frequently!in!extended!household!units,!even!though!this!is!also!subject!to!transformations!

(see!for!example!Rico!and!Maldonado!2011).!CrossMborder!mobility!involved!in!the!process!

of!globalization!disrupts!the!normative!sense!of!family!as!a!sedentary!nuclear!coMresident!

model!(see!for!example!Schier!2016).!For!this!reason,!a!household!approach!presents!limits,!

as! it! implies! a! homogeneous! view! on! family! units,! neglecting! for! example! the! differential!

impact!of!migrants’!money!transfers!on!individual!family!members!and!implicit!negotiations!

(Mazzucato!2009).!This!emerged!in!this!study,!as!shown!in!particular!in!chapter!4,!with!respect!

to!relational!interplays!on!crossMborder!resource!management!between!migrants!and!families!

“back! home”,! encompassing! diverse! households.!More! in! general,! as! shown! in! chapter! 6,!

family! members! in! this! study! are! significantly! mobile! across! space,! which!makes! it! more!

complex!to!associate!them!with!fixed!households.!

!

1.3.2!Transnational!Families!
!
For!Basch!and!colleagues!(1994,!p.!238)!family!relationships!are!the!primary!foundation!of!any!

transnational! social! relationship! crossing! state! borders.! Transnational! families! have! been!

defined!as!“families!that!live!some!or!most!of!the!time!separated!from!each!other,!yet!hold!

together!and!create!something!that!can!be!seen!as!a!feeling!of!collective!welfare!and!unity,!

i.e.!'familyhood',!even!across!national!borders”!(Bryceson!and!Vuerla!2002,!p.!3).!In!a!context!

of!unprecedented!human!mobility,!they!represent!a!growing!social!reality,!which!sometimes!

also!relates!to!stringent!migration!policies!in!the!receiving!countries!in!the!North!(Mazzucato!

and! Dito! 2018).! Despite! their! geographic! dispersion! across! important! spatial! distances,!

transnational!families!are!relationally!bonded!in!social!proximity!ties!(Mazzucato!2009).!Their!

members!“routinely! live!their! lives!together!across!distance”! (Baldassar!et!al.!2014,!p.!40),!

maintaining!ties!along!physical!distance!and!time!often!in!perduring!involvements!(Razy!and!

BabyMCollin!2011).!This!is!in!effect!what!occurs!in!the!greater!part!of!the!families!in!this!study,!

despite!migrants’!spending!a!long!time!abroad!and!their!facing!hardships!in!Europe.!
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Families! split! between! South! and! North! hardly! fit! into! the! models! of! the! nuclear! family!

included!in!the!welfare!provision,!a!symbol!deeply!rooted!in!Western!culture,!which!however!

is!limiting!for!other!societies!(Mazzucato!2011;!Poeze!et!al.!2016;!Scott!et!al.!2004).!In!fact,!in!

a!global!world,!contemporary!families!assume!more!complex!forms!of!living!(e.g.,!Scott!et!al.!

2004;!McKie!and!Callan!2012).!A!transnational!perspective!has!established!that!their!support!

involvements!encompass!intergenerational!extended!family!ties,!implied!in!support!along!the!

life! course!process! (see! for! example!Baldassar! et! al.! 2007;! Kilkey! and!PalengaMMöllenbeck!

2016).! In!this!study!I!consider!transnational!families! in!their! intergenerational!and!spatially!

dispersed!multiWhousehold!configurations!(see!also!Schier!2016).!I!define!them!as!crossWborder!

social!organization!systems!including!nuclear!conjugal!or!not!conjugal!ties,!as!well!as!extended!

intergenerational! consanguineal! ties,! engaged! in! support! and! provisions! linked! to! social!

protection!needs!and!subject!to!variation!in!time.!Since!families!are!fluid!entities!changing!over!

space!and!time,!I!decided!not!to!define!this!key!term!too!strictly!in!this!research;!instead,!I!left!

it!up! to! the!study’s!participants! to!define!on! their!own!whom!they!considered! to!be! their!

family!involved!in!TSP!provisions.27!

It!should!be!noted!that!it!is!problematic!to!refer!to!migrants!and!transnational!families!

appropriately.!Migration! literature! often! refers! to!migrants’! family!members! in! the! origin!

areas!as!“left!behind”,!which!however!has!a!connotation!of!“leaving!someone”!and!also!comes!

with!the!risk!of!assuming!those!“left!behind”!to!be!passive!actors.!For!this!reason,!I!prefer!to!

avoid!this!term,!referring!to!their!relatives!as!family!members!in!the!origin!country.!More!in!

general,! since! nowadays! mobility! trajectories! are! growing! ever! more! complex,! it! is!

questionable!to!apply!fixed!socially!constructed!categories!of!“migrants”!and!“nonMmigrants”.!

This!example!concerns!migrants’!returns!to!the!origin!countries,!which!may!imply!a!blurred!

boundary!between!return!visits,!longMterm!return!or!permanent!return!migration!(Carling!and!

Bivand! 2014).! On! the! other! hand,! a! sedentary! categorization! of! “nonMmigrants”! lacks!

pertinence!if!returned!migrants!hold!a!citizenship!of!a!previous!host!country!and!are!mobile!

on! the! international! level,! as! occurs! in! this! study.! Likewise,! it!would! be!misguided! to! call!

populations! in! migrants’! origin! countries! as! “nonMmigrants”! if! they! are! characterized! by!

sustained! internal! migrations! (FréguinMGresh! et! al.! 2015).! In! this! respect,! Carling! (2002)!

highlights! the!permeability!of!mobility!and! immobility! in! transnational! families,!concerning!

mobile! people! who!may! become! immobile,! and! vice! versa.! In! this! study! this! happens! to!

                                                
27!See!from!page!102!(chapter!2)!and!Appendix!II!p.!316.!
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migrants! holding! dual! Spanish! citizenship,! who! are! potentially! mobile! but! who! are!

immobilized!due!to!their!economic!situation.!Similarly,! Jónsson!(2011)!questions!the!terms!

“nonMmigrant”,! “sedentary”,! “immobile”,! and! “left!behind”!with! respect! to! the!absence!of!

migration.!In!the!same!vein,!“back!home”!may!not!be!appropriate!for!migrants!who!have!spent!

a!long!time!abroad!and!experience!difficulties!to!reintegrate!in!their!origin!country!when!trying!

to!return,!as!happens!to!migrants!in!this!study.!For!these!reasons,!I!explicitly!decided!to!put!

this!expression!in!quotations.!!!

!

Figure!n.!1.!Families!waiting!for!their!migrant!relatives!at!the!Guayaquil!airport.!

!
Source:!Polina!Palash,!Guayaquil,!2016!

!

!

1.3.3!Families!Ensuring!Social!Protection!across!Borders!!
!
TSP!issues!especially!concern!migrants!and!transnational!families,!since!because!they!are!

separated!across!borders,!organizing!family!welfare!implies!challenges.!As!argued!earlier,!

this!is!not!only!due!to!practical!aspects,!but!to!specific!regulations!and!inadequacies!of!

the!migration!and!welfare!regimes.!In!fact,!not!only!stringent!migration!regulations!hinder!

family!arrangements!across!borders,!but!also!social!and!welfare!policies!are!often!inadequate!

with! respect! to! transnational! needs! and! responsibilities! of! migrants! and! their! families!

(Köngeter!and!Gingrich!2013;!Bryceson!2019;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!

Since!the!early!2000s,!“transnational!care”!studies!have!acknowledged!and!contributed!with!

qualitative!empirical!evidence!on!the!transnationalization!of!families!split!between!the!South!
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and!North!and!their!everyday!social!reproduction.!With!a!focus!on!actors’!agency!in!building!

family!welfare!across!borders,! these!studies!have!revealed!the!nature!of! the!everyday!

care! responsibilities! of! “caregivers”! and! “caretakers”! between!here! and! there,!mainly!

focusing!on! informal! family! resources! (Baldassar!et!al.!2007).!This!body!of! literature!has!

shown!how!transnational!parenting!is!practiced!from!a!distance,!in!its!material!support!and!

emotional!hardships!from!a!distance!(Parreñas!2005;!Carling!et!al.!2012).!Such!more!intimate!

picture! of! family! life! across! borders! and! the! interrelated! emotional! hardships! linked! to!

physical!separation!dampened!the!enthusiastic!official!discourses!on!migrants’!remittances!in!

the!migration!and!development!literature.!The!earlier!empirical!contributions!mainly!gathered!

in!the!receiving!contests!have!principally!focused!on!the!crossMborder!parental!responsibilities!

of!migrant!women,!while!more!recent!works!have!also!recognized!the!complementary!role!of!

extended!family!members!in!the!origin!countries!(Baldassar!and!Merla!2013;!Poeze!et!al.!2017;!

Dankyi! et! al.! 2017),! and! of! the! neglected! arrangements! around!migrants’! ageing! parents!

(Baldassar! et! al.! 2007;! Kilkey! and! PalengaMMöllenbeck! 2016).! They! have! highlighted! the!

intergenerational! mutual! involvements! and! transfers! over! the! life! course! in! transnational!

families.!!

Acknowledging!the!influence!of!globalization!on!family!social!reproduction,!care!chains!

literature! focused! on! the! female! migration! supplying! the! domestic! sector! in! Western!

countries,!linked!to!a!care!deficit!both!in!origin!and!destination!(Parreñas!2005;!Hochschild!

2000;! Yeates! 2009).! Such! dynamics! reflected! institutionalized! global! inequalities! and!

hierarchies!(Yeates!2005).!This!subcategory!of!transnational!care!literature!has!been!criticized!

for!a!tendency!to!conceptualize!the!mobilities!of!care!as!oneMway!flows!from!the!global!South!

to!the!North,!and!a!partial!and!static!picture!of!caregiving!arrangements!(Baldassar!and!Merla!

2014).! However,! it! should! be! acknowledged! that! this! approach! has! the! merit! of! having!

recognized!the!influence!of!contextual!institutional!regimes,!overcoming!a!deterritorialization!

bias!of!other!transnational!perspectives.!!

In! this! sense,! later!works!gradually!began! to!pay!more!attention! to! this!dimension,!

questioning!inadequate!institutional!responses!to!the!transnationalization!of!families’!social!

needs,!with!a!predominant!focus!on!destination!contexts!(Boccagni!2013)!and,!more!rarely,!

the!sending!ones!(Herrera!2013).!This!represented!new!challenges!for!social!policies!(Köngeter!

and!Gringrich! 2014;! Yeates! and! Irving! 2005)! and! for! sedentarist!welfare! systems! (Righard!

2008;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2017).!!
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Progressively,! transnationalism! studies! devoted! more! attention! to! the! migrationMwelfare!

nexus.!This!occurred!in!the!context!of!the!consequences!of!the!2008!global!financial!recession!

and! austerity! policies! in! Europe,! when! media! and! politic! discourses! raised! the! issue! of!

migrants!and!their!families!taking!advantage!and!burdening!receiving!welfare!systems!(Guild!

et! al.! 2013;! Giulietti! 2014).! Accordingly,! scholars! addressing! the! concerns! of! family! crossM

border!arrangements,!paid!more!attention!to!the!role!of!welfare!regimes,!gradually!shifting!

to!the!conceptualization!of!transnational!(or!global)!social!protection!(e.g.!Amelina!et!al.!2012;!

Faist!et!al.!2015;!Levitt!et!al.!2017;!Boccagni!2017;!Dankyi!et!al.!2017;!Bryceson!2019;!Castellani!

and! MartínMDíaz! 2019).! Scholars! adopting! this! orientation! concentrated! on! showing! how!

family! members! here! and! there! cope! with! the! constraints! and! inadequacies! of! social!

protection!systems!in!21st!century,!conceived!for!sedentary!populations.!

!

1.3.4!Asymmetric!Reciprocity!and!Negotiations!on!
Protective!Involvements!
!
TSP! arrangements! from! below! have! been! often! framed! by! migration! scholars! as!

unidirectional,!mostly!financial!provisions,!performed!by!migrants!for!the!benefit!of!families!

in!the!origin!areas!(e.g.!AmuedoMDorantes!and!Pozo!2006;!SabatesMWheeler!and!Waite!2003).!

In!contrast,!transnationalism!scholars!have!highlighted!that!TSP!is!a!biMdirectional!reciprocal!

process! between! here! and! there.! Migrants! and! their! family! members! “back! home”! are!

engaged!in!various!types!of!TSP!practices.!In!this!context,!it!is!possible!to!identify!three!main!

forms:! ! financial,! material! and! organizational! support! (services).28! These! are! provided!

transnationally!or! locally,!often!for!mutual!needs,!and!imply!composite!provisions!ensuring!

interlinked!social!protection!areas.!

On!the!one!hand,!a!significant!number!of!migration!studies!has!focused!on!migrants’!

financial! provisions! ensuring! diverse! needs! of! families! in! the! origin! areas! (e.g.! AmuedoM

Dorantes! and! Pozo! 2006;! Boccagni! 2017).! For! this! aim! migrants! also! transfer! material!

resources,!such!as!medicines!(Meñaca!2009)!and!engage!in!services!such!as!organizing!care!

arrangements! of! dependent! family!members! “back! home”!or! bureaucratic! procedures! for!

                                                
28!Moreover,!as!shown!in!particular!by!care!literature,!migrants!and!their!relatives!“back!home”!also!exchange!
psychoMemotional!support.!Although!this!dimension!is!an!important!aspect!of!longMdistance!family!engagement!
as!highlighted!in!the!care!literature!(e.g.!Baldassar!and!Merla!2014;!Boccagni!2015),!this!study!is!more!focused!
on!practical!and!tangible!implications!for!migrants'!social!protection.!
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reunification!(Amelina!et!al.!2012),!both!of!which!have!been!less!explored!in!the!literature!so!

far.!Chapter!4!shows!the!variety!of!migrants’!provisions!in!support!of!their!family!members!in!

Ecuador.!

On!the!other!hand,!scholars!using!a!transnational!approach!have!acknowledged!that!

frequently! nonMmigrants,! rather! than! being! passive! receivers,! are! actively! involved! in!

complementary! reciprocal! commitments!ensuring!migrants! (Mazzucato!2011;!Dankyi!et!al.!

2017;!Boccagni!2017).!In!effect,!migrants’!social!needs!have!a!“transnational!side”!(Boccagni!

2017,!p.!1).!Rather!than!a!oneMsided!dependency,!TSP!arrangements!are!actually!characterized!

by! a! twoMsided! agency! from! below! (Boccagni! 2015,! p.! 253;! Carling! 2014,! p.! 228).! Such!

engagements!concern!continuous!services,!such!as!care!of!close!family!members!“left!behind”!

(Poeze!et!al.!2017;!Boccagni!2015),!assistance!in!migrants'!investments!"back!home"!(Smith!

and! Mazzucato! 2009;! MataMCodesal! 2014),! and! management! of! bureaucratic! procedures!

(Baldassar!and!Merla!2013;!Mazzucato!2011).!Apart!from!organizational!support,!even!if!less!

frequent,!also!other!types!of!support!is!provided!by!family!members!living!in!origin!countries!

to!migrants,!including!financial!support!(Singh!and!Cabraal!2013).!Mazzucato!(2011,!p.!454)!

defined!these!reciprocal!multifaceted!provisions!as!“reverse!remittances”,!or!"flows!of!goods,!

money,!and!especially!services!from!countries!in!the!Global!South!to!migrants".!Reversing!the!

observation!of!resource!flows!in!transnational!families!has!in!effect!allowed!to!capture!these!

types! of! complementary! provisions,!which! for!migrants! affected! by! the! crisis! gain! even! a!

greater!significance,!as!shown!in!chapter!5.!!

Thus,! TSP! arrangements! from! below! sometimes! imply! reciprocity! and!

interdependence!of!provisions!between!here!and!there,!in!which!intergenerational!extended!

family!networks!exchange!support!over!the!life!course!(Baldassar!et!al.!2007;!Baldassar!and!

Merla!2014;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!Such!reciprocity!systems!work!along!distance!and!

time,!preserving!family!belonging,!membership!and!cohesion.!

Protective! practices! and! allocations! of! resources! in! transnational! families! are!

influenced!by!socioMcultural!norms!and!institutional!contexts,!since!families!are!territorialized!

and! culturally! situated! (Merla! 2014;! Wilding! and! Baldassar! 2009;! Mazzucato! et! al.! 2006;!

Mazzucato!2011;!Carling!et!al.!2012).!This!affects!the!moral!obligations!and!orders,!the!types!

of!actors! involved! in!resource!allocations,! their!modalities!and!specific!domains! (Serra!and!

Mazzucato!2019).!For!example,!reciprocation!may!be!essential! in!order!not!to!be!excluded!

from!the!support!network!and!is!particularly!important!in!societies!where!social!networks!are!
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central! in! ensuring! social! protection! concerns! (Mazzucato! 2011).! In! this! sense,!

interdependence!is!not!only!limited!to!the!material!aspects,!but!also!to!the!moral!and!affective!

sphere!(Boccagni!2015).!Moreover,!moral!orders!and!moral!systems!of!mutual!obligations!are!

sometimes!tacit!(Poeze!et!al.!2017).!The!role!of!sending!normative!contexts!and!institutions!

influencing!TSP!practices!is!neglected!in!the!TSP!literature!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!!

Due!to!inequalities!marking!the!differential!access!to!mobility!and!resources!(Bonizzoni!

and! Boccagni! 2014;! Dreby! and! Adkins! 2010),! reciprocity! in! transnational! families! is!

“asymmetrical”!(Baldassar!and!Merla!2014,!p.!8;!Carling!2014;!Carling!2008).!This!may!affect!

power!balances!and! create!dependency.!However,! reciprocity! is!not!necessarily!expressed!

through!the!same!“currency”!between!family!members,!while!involvements!are!not!uniquely!

limited! to! financial! elements! (Dankyi! et! al.! 2015).! Thus,! the! rationales! over! resource!

allocations! in! transnational! families! do! not! merely! relate! to! the! economic! and! material!

interests,! as!economic!approaches! (e.g.!NELM)!assume! (Lucas!and!Stark!1985;!Batista!and!

Umblijs),!but!are!often!based!on!mutual!responsibilities!and!affective!dimensions.!

Baldassar!and!Merla!(2014,!p.!204)!go!beyond!the!acknowledgment!of!reciprocity!in!

transnational! families,! conceptualizing! the! “care! circulation! framework”! that! is! “the!

reciprocal,!multidirectional!and!asymmetrical!exchange!of!care!that!fluctuates!over!the!lifeM

course!within!transnational!family!networks!subject!to!the!political,!economic,!cultural!and!

social! contexts! of! both! sending! and! receiving! societies”.! In! effect,! reciprocity! may! be!

encouraged! and! nourished! in! time! between! one! side! and! the! other! (Dankyi! et! al.! 2015).!

Commitments! made! at! a! certain! point! in! time! may! produce! expectations! of! future!

reciprocation,!as!occurs!when!migrants’!parents!ensure!children!“back!home”,!as!a!form!of!

“social!security”!for!their!future!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019;!Singh!and!Cabraal!2013).!This!is!

demonstrated! in! this! study! with! respect! to! reciprocity! systems! working! over! extended!

timeframes!(cf.!in!particular!chapters!5!and!6).!

Reciprocal!involvements!entail!an!interplay!of!obligations!and!expectations!negotiated!

between!here!and!there!and!shaped!by!diverse!aspects,!including!the!type!of!family!tie,!life!

course!stage!and!gender! (Baldassar!2007;!Boccagni!2015;!Carling!2014;!Merla!2014;!MataM

Codesal! 2015).! This! may! produce! pressures! experienced! both! by! migrants! (Carling! 2014;!

Boccagni!2015)!and!by!their! relatives!“back!home”! (Dankyi!et!al.!2017).!This! interplay!also!

depends! on! actors’! capacity! of! engagement! (Merla! 2014),! influenced! both! by! their! socioM

economic!status!and!contextual!circumstances!(Carling!and!Hoelscher!2013).!As!Carling!(2008,!



!64!

p.!1453)!points!out,!"transnational!practices!are!shaped!by!the!multiMfaceted!nature!of!the!

relationship,!with!migrants!and!nonMmigrants!experiencing!vulnerability!and!ascendancy!at!

different!times!and!in!different!contexts".!!

When!capacity! is!challenged!by!support!needs,! implying!a!burden,! it!may!affect!the!

social!protection!conditions!of!providers!(Boccagni!2015).!This!is!why!protective!involvements!

can! represent! a! resource! for! some! and! a! constraint! for! others.! For! example,! provision!

demands! and! expectations! may! be! perceived! as! disproportionate! (Akuei! 2005).! A! similar!

dynamics!is!shown!in!chapter!4,!where!I!explore!the!implicit!tensions!between!expectations!

in!Ecuador!and!migrants’!capacity!of!supporting!“back!home”.!Apart!from!capacity,!the!actor’s!

willingness!may!also!determine!protective!engagements,!with!respect!to!the!types!of!family!

members! in! need! and! varying! degrees! of! involvements,29! as!well! as! related! interests! and!

attachments,! including!the!affective!ones!(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015;!Carling!and!Hoelscher!

2013;!Boccagni!2015).!Also,!this!dimension!of!the!willingness!of!being!implicated!in!protective!

provisions!is!shaped!by!time,!which!for!migrants!relates!for!example!to!the!time!spent!abroad!

or!the!migration!stage!(Carling!2014).!However,!because!of!moral!obligations,!as!discussed!in!

chapter!4,!migrants!rarely!shirk!their!responsibilities!with!such!closer!family!members!as!their!

children!and!parents,!in!particular!if!they!are!in!situations!of!risk.!!

Whenever! concerns! linked! to! capacity! and! willingness! collide,! this! may! produce!

relational!tensions! in!families!(Palash!and!BabyMCollin!2018).!The! latter!may!also!be!tied!to!

diverse!aspects,!such!as!the!management!of!material!allocations,!decisionMmaking!on!specific!

needs!and!family!members!to!be!ensured,!and!related!discrepant!perceptions!(Lafleur!and!

Lizin! 2015;! Poeze! et! al.! 2017).! This!may! impact! actors’! relational! and! affective! dimension!

(Carling!2014;!McKay!2007).!Protective!provisions,!then,!entail!some!level!of!negotiation!of!

individual! and! collective! interests! and! logics,! and! for! this! reason! they! should! not! be!

romantically! idealized.! Rather! than! static,! family! and! social! protection! arrangements! in!

transnational!families!are!fluid!and!adaptive,!as!also!the!localization!of!their!family!members.!

Again,!time!shapes!all!these!various!aspects!which!are!subject!to!transformation.!!

!

!

                                                
29!In!this!sense!it!is!useful!to!invoke!!Granovetter’s!(1973)!elaboration!on!the!"strength"!of!interpersonal!ties!as!
characterized! by! a! combination! of! the! amount! of! time,! the! emotional! intensity,! the! intimacy! (or! mutual!
confiding)!and!the!reciprocal!services.!
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1.3.5!Managing!a!Transnational!Social!Protection!Space!!
!
!

Apart!from!the!inner!family!dynamics!shaping!TSP!arrangements,!these!are!also!influenced!by!

external!conditions!linked!to!specific!environments!(Levitt!et!al.!2017)!that!they!navigate.!As!

pointed!out!by! the!perspective!of!“grounded”!or!“situated”! transnationalism,!crossMborder!

practices!are!far!from!being!deterritorialized30!and!floating!in!an!imaginary!“third!space”,!but!

are!conditioned!by!structural!determinants!of!contextual!constraints!and!opportunities!(Smith!

and!Guarnizo!1998).!These!influence!the!“territorialization”!of!available!resources!(Baldassar!

and!Merla!2013,!p.!21)!and!the!related!capacities!and!commitments!in!transnational!families!

(Merla!2014).!!!

The! environments! from! which! people! procure! resources! to! ensure! their! social!

protection!needs!are!linked!to!specific!places.!As!put!forward!in!human!geography,!a!place!is!

an! experienced! phenomenon! with! meaning! for! human! beings! (Tuan! 1977).! For! instance,!

meanings!attached!to!places!and!their!resources!of!social!protection!are!influenced!by!cultural!

specificities! (Merla! 2014;! Serra! and!Mazzucato! 2019).! In! this! sense,! places! are! subject! to!

anthropomorphous!transformations!in!time,!and!are!the!product!of!social!relationships!and!

practices,! in! socioMspatial! interactions.31! Social! practices! across! places! follow! certain!

organizational! logics,! encompassing! networks! of! people! across! several! places.! Places! are!

rarely! isolated,!and! rather! increasingly!globally! interconnected,! thus!with!globalization! the!

distances!linked!to!socioMspatial!interactions!and!organisations!“decrease”!(Massey!1991).!

Moreover,!places!denote!an!alterable! state!of!belonging! versus!exclusion! (Creswell!

2004),!relating!to!the!notion!of!territory.!This!is!linked!on!the!one!hand!to!a!topMdown!control!

over!resources!and!people,!as!in!the!case!of!state!sovereignty!over!borders!and!populations,!

and!on!the!other!hand!to!human!territoriality!strategies,!as!the!“action,!appropriation!and!

                                                
30!A!territory!is!“a!delimited!space,!appropriated!by!an!individual!or!a!community,!on!which!can!be!exercised!the!
authority!of!a!State,!of!a!collectivity.”!!The!notion!of!territory!is!in!principle!bounded,!but!in!other!symbolic!or!
functional! meanings! it! may! have! more! blurred! boundaries! and! correspond! to! a! reticular! organization! (e.g.!
territories!of!mobility,!of!community!belonging!such!as!diasporas,!virtual!territories).!Thus,!a!territoriality!implies!
a! sense! of! belonging! or! exclusion,! as! well! as! a! mode! of! behaviour! within! an! entity! and! legal! content! of!
appropriation;!and! territorialization! relates! to!an!appropriation! that!can!be! legal!and!economic! (property)!or!
symbolic! (the! feeling! of! belonging,! of! connivance).! Source:! http://geoconfluences.ensM
lyon.fr/glossaire/territoiresMterritorialisationMterritorialite!
31!A!socioMspatial!nexus!has!developed!in!the!fields!of!human!geography!and!sociology!of!space!from!the!1970s!
with!a!view!to!examining!the!relationships!between!places!and!social!phenomena.!Such!approaches!understand!
space—beyond!the!Euclidian!perspective!of!an!absolute!preconceived!spatial!extension—as!socially!produced!by!
people!and!thus!relational!(Bourdieu!1984;!Lefebvre!1991;!Löw!2016;!Massey!2005;!Cortes!and!Pesche!2013;!Di!
Méo!and!Buléon!2005;!FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2017).!!
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representations! of! a! social! group”! (Cortes! and! Pesche! 2013,! p.! 289;! Rosignoli! 2018),! for!

example!to!attain!organizational!goals.!Territorial!dynamics!are!often!marked!by!belonging,!

power! relationships,! conflict! and! claims,! and! may! imply! inequalities! over! the! access! to!

resources.!When! it! comes! to! social! protection! issues,! territorial! concerns!may! be! diverse.!

These!may!comprise!state!regulation!and!control!over!welfare!provisions!limited!to!its!national!

territory,! territorial!strategies!of!people!to!access!social!protection!resources,!participation!

and!interest!of!nonMstate!actors,!cooperation!or!conflicts!among!population!groups,!and!so!

on.!

Territory!is!coupled!with!the!concept!of!network,!both!of!them!existing!relationally,!in!

fluid!articulations!of! resources,! spaces!and!places,! implying!multiple!moorings! (Cortes!and!

Pesche!2013,!p.!290).!Thus,!a! territory!can!be!multiMsited!as!“a!set!of!discontinuous!places!

constituting! a! functional! and! lived! space! (practices,! activities,! representations),! even! an!

organisational!one,!as!soon!as!the!processes!of!action,!management!and!cooperation!took!

place”.!This!also!encompasses!pieces!of!territory!distributed!across!different!countries,!when!

they! are! connected! and! navigated! by! transnational! family! networks,! enacting! adaptive!

practices!across!a!space!which! is!“structured,!organized,!built!on!a!relational!system!basis,!

socially,!economically,!even!politically”!(Ibid).!In!particular!chapter!6!shows!how!multiMlocated!

family!members!of!Ecuadorian!transnational!families!orchestrate!crossMborder!arrangements!

adapting!to!territorial!resources!and!constraints.!

!

Drawing! on! Bourdieu’s! (1984)! “social! space”,! Pries! (2001)! refers! to! “transnational! social!

space”! as! the! relationship! between! the! social! and! spatial! dimension! in! a! process! of!

globalization,!referring!to!transnational!families!as!“pluriMlocalised,!partially!deterritorialized!

social!realities”!(Pries!2001,!p.!77)!spanning!a!crossMborder!social!space.!The!concept!was!later!

adopted!by!Faist!(2012,!pp.!51;!55)!to!refer!to!a!“sustained!concatenation!of!crossborder!ties!

and! social! practices”! such!as! transnational! families! and!networks! (e.g.!NGOs!and!business!

people),!crossMborder!communities!and!organizations,!implying!a!deterritorialized!“space!of!

flows”!and!a!territorialized!“space!of!places”.!

Literature!on!TSP!practices!shows!that!in!the!organization!of!social!protection!issues,!

migrants! and! their! families! combine! resources,! while! coping! with! constraints,! that! often!

motivate!their!arrangements.!Thus,!moving!forward!with!the!conceptualization!of!resource!

environments!by!Levitt!and!colleagues!(2017),!and!considering!space!as!socially!produced,!I!
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propose!the!concept!of!transnational!social!protection!space!as!the!interaction!between!the!

actors!engaged! in!practices!around!social!protection,! the!places!and! related!environments,!

involving! resources! and! constraints.! In! contrast! to! abstractionist! assumptions! (Pries! 2001;!

Faist!2012),!I!intend!such!space!as!territorialized!and!anchored!in!specific!places,!importantly!

shaping!and!shaped!by!the!practices!of!its!actors!(see!also!Baldassar!and!Merla!2013).!!

Moreover,!in!the!globalization!era,!TSP!arrangements!sometimes!span!across!several!

countries.! Research! on! migration! has! mainly! been! guided! by! hypotheses! of! migration!

phenomena!as!single!movements! from!a!country!of!departure!to!a!country!of!destination,!

where!migrants!mostly!settle!permanently.!However,!evidence!shows!that!human!mobility!is!

not!limited!to!bipolar!movements!between!origin!and!destination,!but!entails!trajectories!with!

onward! and! multiple! moves,! sometimes! implying! several! steps! (Toma,! Castagnone,! and!

Richou!2015;!Mas!2016)!and!complex,!fluid!and!circular!patterns!(Arab,!2003;!Skeldon,!2012;!

Tarrius! 2000).! The! global! 2008! recession! produced! some! of! these! reconfigurations! of!

migration!flows!(Mas,!2016;!Ramos,!2018),!which!make!TSP!ties!more!complex.!!

Few!studies! focused!on! transnational! families! show! that! they!may!have! ties!across!

multiple! countries! (Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2019;! Bryceson! 2019),! with! more! complex!

“circulatory!capabilities”!(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015,!p.!19).!For!the!access!to!resources!and!

mobility!of!people!across!several!countries,!an!advantageous!citizenship,!as!from!a!Western!

country,!acquires!even!more!value!and!may!be!strategic!(Mas!2016;!Ramos!2018a;!see!also!

Trémon! 2011).! The! issues! of! both! scattered! families! with! territorial! ties! across! multiple!

countries! (Schier! 2016)! and! of! dual! citizenship,! in! their! interplay! with! social! protection!

concerns,!reflect!an!increasing!transnationalization!of!mobility!and!social!dynamics,!deserving!

more! attention.! Chapter! 6! explores! these! issues,! analysing! more! complex! socioMspatial!

configurations!of!transnational!families!across!three!countries!and!beyond.!

!

! !
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1.4!Conclusion!
!
This! chapter! has! presented! the! theoretical! framework!on! the! topic! of! transnational! social!

protection!of!migrants!and!their!families,!integrating!perspectives!from!different!disciplinary!

fields,!including!development!and!economic!literature,!as!well!as!socioManthropological!and!

human!geography! studies.! It! has!provided!a! systematic!overview!of! a! range!of! actors! and!

resources!located!both!in!sending!and!in!receiving!contexts,!which!are!used!by!migrants!to!

ensure!their!and!their!family!members’!social!protection!concerns.!Although!we!are!assisting!

to!an!unpreceded!mobility!and!transnationalization!of!needs!linked!to!social!protection,!this!

is!still!challenging,!since!formal!schemes!are!mostly!conceived!for!sedentary!populations!and!

imply! diverse! gaps! with! respect! to! people! on! the!move! and! their! family!members! “back!

home”.!In!effect,!as!shown!from!a!transnational!perspective,!migrants!are!not!detached!from!

their! origin! contexts! and! social! ties,!which! demands! overcoming! individualized! analysis! of!

migration!and!social!protection!dynamics.!For!migrants,! it! is!problematic! to! rely!on! formal!

social!protection! resources,! since!both! in!origin!and!destination! they!experience!problems!

with!respect!to!the!access!and!portability!of!entitlements,!and!they!are!often!relegated!in!the!

informal!economy,!excluding!them!from!related!formal!provisions.!Moreover,!in!a!context!of!

the! global! recession,! in! host! countries! welfare! provisions! became!more! challenged! while!

labour! conditions! significantly! worsened,! affecting! migrants’! social! protection! and! their!

capacity!of!ensuring!their!family!members.!!

Because!of!gaps!and!inadequacies!of!formal!social!protection!schemes,!a!fundamental!

social!protection!provider! for!migrants!and!their! relatives!“back!home”!remains! the! family!

itself.!For!this!aim!members!of!transnational!families!embedded!in!extended!intergenerational!

reciprocity!systems!combine!manifold!resources!to!ensure!diverse!needs.!Their!asymmetric!

complementary!involvements!between!here!and!there!are!shaped!by!specific!social!protection!

environments!and!family!logics!evolving!in!time,!implying!negotiations!and!readjustments.!

!
! !



! 69!

!
!

!

!

CHAPTER!2!!

DATA!AND!METHODS!
! !
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2.1!Introduction!
!
!
This!chapter!addresses!the!methodological!and!ethical!aspects!of!this!study.!First,!I!discuss!the!

multiMsited! fieldwork! I! conducted! in! Ecuador,! Spain! and! England,! as!well! as! the! access! to!

participants.!Next,!in!section!2.3!I!describe!this!study’s!sample,!including!its!procedures!and!

characteristics!linked!to!socioMeconomic!and!migration!specificities.!This!is!followed,!in!section!

2.4,!by!a!further!explanation!of!the!methods!applied!and,!in!2.5,!by!a!discussion!of!the!ethical!

considerations!involved.!In!2.6!I!account!for!issues!tied!to!my!positionality!and!selfMreflexivity!

with!participants!in!the!different!research!settings,!after!which!this!chapter!ends!with!several!

final!observations.!

! !
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2.2!A!Multidsited!Research!Design!!
!
!

In!this!study,!I!rely!on!multiMsited!fieldwork!in!three!countries:!Spain,!England!and!Ecuador.!

Below!I!first!describe!the!theoretical!background!of!this!research!method,!after!which!I!discuss!

the!interrelated!research!design.!

!

2.2.1!Multidsited!Ethnography!
!
As! of! the! late! 1980s! more! and! more! anthropologists! began! to! question! the! traditional!

sedentary,!singleMsite!ethnographic!approach,!confining!“natives”!and!essentialized!cultures!

in!bounded!localities.!Among!these,!Appadurai!(1988)!insisted!on!not!localizing!ethnography,!

and!Gupta!and!Ferguson!(1997,!p.!43)!argued!for!the!necessity!of!“exploring!the!processes!of!

production!of!difference!in!a!world!of!culturally,!socially!and!economically!interconnected!and!

interdependent!spaces.”!The!relational!understanding!of!space!and!place!is!implicit!in!Marcus!

(1995),! who! argues! for! the! dynamic! approach! of! “multiMsited! ethnography”,! rather! than!

studying!single!remote!localities!for!extended!periods.!For!this!purpose,!he!suggests!to!“follow!

the!people,!things,!metaphor,!plot,!story,!allegory,!life,!biography!or!conflict”!(Marcus!1995,!

pp.!105M110).!This!was!later!taken!up!by!Falzon!(2009,!p.!2),!who!underlined!the!importance!

of!following!“people,!connections,!associations,!and!relationships!across!space!(because!they!

are!substantially!continuous!but!spatially!nonMcontiguous).”!!

In!effect,! to!understand!the!experiences!and!practices!of! family!members!scattered!

across!more!than!one!place!and!country,!conventional!ethnographic!methods!fall!short.!The!

research!mandate!of!multiMsited!ethnography!“takes!seriously!the!movement!that!constitutes!

the! migratory! processes”! (Fitzgerald! 2006,! p.! 3).! This! implies! the! crucial! mobility! of! the!

researcher!who!traces!social!practices!along!their!complex!circulations!in!a!globalized!world!

(see! also! Amelina,! Faist! and!Nergiz! 2014).! This!makes! it! possible! to! track! “movements! of!

migrants!transnationally!in!diaspora!and!exile,!or,!the!history!of!the!circulation!of!objects!and!

techniques,!or,!studying!the!relationships!of!dispersed!communities!and!networks”!(Marcus!

1995,!p.!6).! It!demands! interaction!with!respondents! in!different! locations,!pinpointing!the!

relational!concept!of!space.!!

Accordingly,!and!implied!in!a!transnational!perspective,!two!things!are!important!when!

dealing! with! crossMborder! phenomena! such! as! international! migration:! overcoming!

"methodological!nationalism"!(Wimmer!and!Glick!Schiller!2002;!Amelina!2012a;!Faist!2012)!
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and!"stripping!off!national!blinders"! (Fitzgerald!2004,!p.!9)!of! the!nation!state!as!“natural”!

frame!of!reference.!In!effect,!transnational!families!encompass!“networks!of!people!linked!to!

each!other!across!national!boundaries”!(Mazzucato!2008a,!p.!70),!and!this!calls!for!multiMsited!

research!and!data!collection!in!different!nation!states,!providing!a!more!complete!picture!of!

the! ties! and! engagements! of! both!migrants! and! nonMmigrants! (Amelina! 2010;!Mazzucato!

2011;!Mazzucato!and!Schans!2011;!Barglowski!et!al.!2015).!In!addition,!in!the!contemporary!

era,!implying!a!more!complex!and!fluid!dynamics!of!migration!phenomena!(such!as!circular,!

onward!or!multiple!movements),! transnational! families! and! their! protective! arrangements!

may!span!more!than!two!countries!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!At!the!same!time,!studying!

migration! requires! taking! into! account! the! interaction! between! spatial! and! social! scales!

(Amelina!2012b).!!

Nevertheless,!data!on!this!complex!unit!of!analysis!are!mostly!collected!in!one!main!

national! context,! even! in! transnational! scholarship.! For! example,! the! bulk! of! literature!

addressing!the!topic!of!TSP!mainly!focuses!on!the!individual!migrant’s!access!to!welfare!in!the!

receiving!contexts,!largely!neglecting!migrants’!ties!with!the!sending!(and!other)!countries!and!

the!role!of!informal!arrangements!in!filling!the!gaps!left!open!by!formal!schemes.!However,!

collecting! data! through! inMdepth! ethnographic! methods! across! the! different! places! and!

countries!of!transnational!families!is!suitable!for!at!least!two!reasons.!In!fact,!this!allows!to!

assess! social!protection!needs!and!conditions!both!of!migrants!and!of! their! families! “back!

home”,! as! well! as! to! address! the! cultural! logics! and! relational! interplays! shaping! TSP!

arrangements!(Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming).!Moreover,!the!predominant!focus!on!nuclear!

families! and! households! in! data! collection! does! not! take! into! account! more! complex!

arrangements!circulating!among!extended!family!members!transnationally.!!

The!ambition!of!extending! research!across!more! than!one! country!demands! taking!

appropriate!decisions!regarding!the!dilemma!of!the!depth!and!breadth!of!fieldwork,!and!this!

also!represents!a!central!critique!of!the!conventional!application!of!this!method!(Falzon!2009).!

In! studies! on! arrangements! in! transnational! families,! this! can! be! overcome! by! the! use! of!

“matched!samples”!in!origin!and!receiving!countries.32!This!method!allows!one!to!capture!the!

interconnection!of!social!processes!across!borders,!while!it!is!also!suitable!for!obtaining!more!

precise!information!on!the!inner!mechanisms!of!transnational!networks!and!flows,!and!their!

reciprocal! relations,! logics! and! working! mechanisms! (Mazzucato! 2009;! Sienkiewicz! et! al.!

                                                
32!See!the!matched!samples!map!on!page!88.!
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2015).! Moreover,! such! approach! provides! thicker! data! for! understanding! family! TSP!

arrangements,! which!makes! it! possible! to! examine! the! (in)congruence! or! discordances! of!

information33!through!direct!observation!on!both!sides!of!transnational!processes.!It!is!also!

true,! however,! that! this! technique! is! time! consuming! when! it! comes! to! establishing! and!

maintaining!contact!with!respondents,!while!it!can!also!be!challenging!with!respect!to!ethical!

issues!linked!to!private!information!of!participants!on!the!different!sides.!!

!

Employing!multiMsited!ethnography!across!several!countries,!the!operationalization!of!which!

is! described! in! the! next! section,! is! demanding! in! both! economic! and! human! terms.!

Nonetheless,! it!has!been!valuable!for!diverse!reasons.!First,! it!allowed!to!acknowledge!and!

analyse! the! circulations! of! peoples! and! resources! linked! to! social! protection! and! their!

articulations.!This!is!related!to!the!fact!that,!due!to!different!socioMeconomic!crises,!members!

of! families! have! become! scattered! across! several! countries.!Moreover,! I! realized! that! TSP!

arrangements!involved!more!countries!than!the!three!on!which!this!study!focuses,!as!some!

the!migrant! families! featured! in! this! study!also!had! ties! in! countries! such!as! the!US,! Italy,!

Belgium,!Switzerland,!the!Netherlands,!Sweden!and!Canada.34!It!was!also!clear!that!some!of!

respondents!were! still! leading! a!mobile! life! (if! their! economic! conditions! and! legal! status!

allowed!it),!rather!than!being!fixed!in!one!place.!In!fact,!I!met!members!of!three!families!(out!

of!the!63!in!the!sample)!both!in!Europe!and!in!Ecuador.!Bringing!migrants’!gifts!from!Europe!

to!Ecuador!(in!some!cases!collecting!them!in!Spain!and!taking!them!with!me!to!the!UK!before!

travelling!to!Ecuador)!also!made!me!participate!in!the!circulation!of!items,!which!was!helpful!

to!ensure!matched!samples! (see!also!Falzon!2012).!Secondly,!multiMsited!ethnography!as!a!

specific!research!approach!enables!one!to!better!understand!and!directly!observe!the!spatial!

and!structural!determinants!of!social!protection!environments!influencing!TSP!arrangements,!

as!the!characteristics!of!specific!welfare!and!migration!regimes,!as!well!as!the!labour!market.!

Thirdly,! ethnographic! proximity! on! different! sides! offers! more! opportunity! to! observe!

relational! interplays! in! transnational! families,! including! tensions! affecting! TSP! provisions!

(Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming).!

                                                
33!Concerning!the!information!consistency!among!the!two!transnational!sides,!only!in!one!family!information!on!
support!of!a!main!respondent!in!Spain!mismatched!with!that!of!his!family!in!Ecuador,!which!showed!that!drawing!
on!the!narrative!of!one!side!is!not!enough.!On!this!topic!see!also!chapter!4.!
34!On!the!contextual!crisis!producing!the!spatial!dispersion!of!families!in!this!study,!see!the!next!chapter.!On!TSP!
issues!managed!across!multiple!countries,!see!the!last!chapter.!
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Furthermore,!I!tried!to!overcome!the!challenges!of!the!depth!and!breadth!dilemma!by!

deepening! the! contextual! dynamics! in! the! diverse! research! contexts! through! different!

modalities.! These! include! interviews! with! key! informants! and! contact! with! diverse!

institutional,! academic! and! third! sector! stakeholders,! academic! stays! as! a! visiting! PhD,!

volunteering!in!an!NGO,!and!a!simultaneous!connection!with!other!fieldwork!projects!through!

digital!ethnography!tools!(see!page!107,!see!also!Hannerz!2003).!!
!

2.2.2!Fieldwork!and!Access!to!Respondents!
!
The!following!sections!illustrate!the!operationalization!of!transnational!multiMsited!fieldwork!

as!employed!in!this!study,!which!covered!a!period!of!almost!14!months.!In!these!sections,!I!

offer!descriptions!of!the!research!sites!and!I!discuss!access!to!participants!and!places!where!

interviews!and!fieldwork!were!conducted!in!the!three!countries.!This!can!be!summarized!in!a!

timeline!scheme!as!follows.!
!

Figure!n.!2.!Timeline!scheme!of!multiWsited!transnational!fieldwork!progress.!

!
Realization!and!conception:!Polina!Palash,!source:!Fieldwork!data,!2015W16.!

!
2.2.2.1!Barcelona!and!its!Suburbs!
!
Between!October!2015!and!February!2016,!I!conducted!the!first!main!fieldwork!in!Spain.!This!

country! represents! the! main! receiving! contexts! for! Ecuadorians! in! Europe,! estimated! at!
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479,117!in!January!2009,!with!a!decrease!to!404,002!in!2017!in!the!wake!of!the!crisis!(INE!

2017).!Apart! from! the!demographic! importance,! Spain!also! stands!out! for! some!beneficial!

legal!instruments!for!Latin!Americans,!like!the!Agreement!on!Social!Security!with!Ecuador!and!

the!naturalization! regime.35! Such! schemes! facilitate! the! fostering!of! transnational! ties! and!

social!protection!arrangements!between!the!two!countries.!!

Barcelona!is!the!second!largest!city!of!Spain!and!the!second!most!important!city!where!

Ecuadorians! are! concentrated! in! the! country! (INE! 2017),! including,! to! a! lesser! extent,! its!

suburbs.!As!can!be!seen!on!the!fieldwork!map,!the!main!areas!where!I!performed!fieldwork!

are! mainly! Hospitalet! de! Llobregat! (where! the! Latin! American! population! is! significantly!

concentrated),!including!the!areas!of!Pubilla!Cases,!Collblanc,!Can!Serra,!Santa!Eulalia,!and,!to!

a!lesser!extent,!Bellvitje,!Cornellá!and!Sant!Antoni.!Moreover,!I!also!conducted!fieldwork!in!

the!peripheral!areas!of!Badalona,!Montcada!I!Reixac,!Cerdanyola,!and!Caldes!de!Montbui.!The!

major!sites!of!fieldwork!were!bars!(16!of!32),!respondents’!homes!(11!of!32)!and!restaurants!

(9!of!32).!

!

! !

                                                
35!See!the!next!chapter.!
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Map!n.!1.!Fieldwork!map!and!frequency!in!Barcelona!and!suburbs.!

!
Conception:!Polina!Palash.!Realization:!Patrick!Pentsch,!Aix!Marseille!Université,!2019.!

!

Figure!n.!3.!Fieldwork!places!in!Spain!(n=32)!
36
!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data,!2015W2016.!

                                                
36!This!charts!and!the!following!one!(page!79)!on!fieldwork!places!in!Europe!relate!to!main!respondents!in!Europe,!
while!the!chart!on!fieldwork!places!in!Ecuador!(page!85)!relates!to!all!main!respondents’!family!members!met!in!
the!Andean!country.!

Fieldwork!places!in!Spain

Respondents'!home
Bar!/pub
Church
Public!spaces!in!the!city!(market,!park,!squares,..)
Other!people's!home
Public!event
Music!event
Respondents'!work!place
Restaurant
Cultural!center,!museum
Shopping!center
Consulate
Association
My!home
Parish!where!respondent!was!hosted



! 77!

To! have! access! to! respondents! in! Spain,! I! previously! prepared! and! contacted! a! list! of!

associations! of! Ecuadorians! in! Barcelona! and! Facebook! groups.37! My! contact! with! the!

president!of! the!association! “Dr.! José!Ma.!Velasco! Ibarra”!helped! to! launch! the! fieldwork,!

thanks!to!the!contact!of!a!male!Evangelic!religious!group!(about!12!men),!with!which!I!began!

to!meet!weekly.!This!group!also!introduced!me!to!a!female!religious!group.!With!these!two!

groups!of!Latin!Americans,!mostly!Ecuadorians,! I!met!almost!weekly! in!bars!and!houses!of!

their! leaders,! in! rather! informal! settings,! sharing!meals,! celebrating!birthdays,! reading!and!

talking! about! the! Bible,! attending! bars! in! Hospitalet,! and! once! at! their! church! “Cosecha!

Mundial”,!which!seemed!much!like!a!cult!location.!After!establishing!a!relationship!and!gaining!

their!trust!during!weeks!and!sometimes!months,!I!interviewed!some!of!their!members.!Within!

the!male!group,!I!later!assisted!in!informal!fundraising!for!one!the!members,!who!had!health!

problems!and!had!to!be!hospitalized!when!he!was!unemployed!for!a! long!period,!and!this!

represented!an!interesting!informal!social!protection!practice.38!Meanwhile!I!knew!about!an!

Ecuadorian!woman!external!to!these!religious!gatherings!who!weekly!managed!an!informal!

restaurant!at!her!home,!where!I!could!socialize!with!her!family!and!clients,!later!interviewing!

her!and!several!members!of!her!family.!!

I!also!pursued!contact!with!participants! in!other!groups!by!attending!public!events,!

often!promoted!by!the!Ecuadorian!Consulate!(e.g.!on!the!problem!of!mortgages!and!public!

accountability! of! financial! funds),! and! cultural! events! organized! by! the! local! Ecuadorian!

community.39!By!consistently!attending!such!events!I!became!a!familiar!face!and!managed!to!

enter!different! scenes!and!meet!more!diverse! (potential)! respondents.! I!was! included! in!a!

WhatsApp! group,! which! I! used! to! get! updates! on! meetings! and! news.! Still,! only! few!

respondents!I!met!through!this!channel!worked!in!skilled!jobs,!such!as!a!respondent!working!

in!the!field!of!geriatric!care!and!private!life!and!healthcare!insurance,!and!a!manager!of!a!travel!

                                                
37!Among!these,!as!can!be!seen!on!the!map,!are!As.!Ecuatorianos!en!Catalunya,!As.!Artistas!Ecuatorianos!en!
Cataluña,!As.!Identidad!Cultural!Ecuatoriana!Sin!Fronteras,!As.!Dr.!José!Ma.!Velasco!Ibarra,!Federación!Entidades!

Ecuatorianas!de!Cataluña!and!Asociación!de!Jóvenes!Ecuatorianos!en!Catalunya,!As.!Profesores!Ecuadorianos!en!

Cataluña!and!As.!Iberoamérica!Solidaria.!Some!of!these!associations!are!still!active,!while!several!others!do!not!
exist!anymore.!
38!I!could!also!observe!other!informal!social!protection!strategies!made!by!the!workingMclass!participants!in!the!
two!religious!groups!that!I!attended.!During!the!religious!encounters,!a!couple!of!women!attending!the!female!
group!sold!to!its!members!lowMcost!jewelry,!make!up!and!perfumes.!In!the!male!group,!I!could!observe!a!similar!
strategy!of!one!of!the!participants,!who!had!to!struggle!with!a!physical!disability!(which!was!caused!when!working!
without!a!contract!in!a!warehouse),!who!sold!inexpensive!clothing!and!technological!products!made!in!China.!!
39!Among!these!an!art!exposition!by!Latin!American!Artists!in!Hospitalet,!a!workshop!on!the!kitchwa!language,!a!
religious!event!of!La!Virgen!del!Quinche!in!the!village!of!Caldes!de!Montbui!(about!40!km!north!from!Barcelona).!
I!also!helped!to!manage!a!stand!of!an!Ecuadorian!cultural!association!on!dance!during!a!gathering!of!multiMethnic!
associations!in!Barcelona.!!
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agency.!Through!other!associations!I!also!contacted!and!interviewed!some!Ecuadorian!artists!

promoting!their!country’s!folklore!(mainly!singers,!but!also!a!choreographer!and!a!presenter!

of!public!events).!I!also!got!in!touch!with!several!who!used!to!be!a!professor!in!Ecuador,!but!

who! in! Spain! worked! in! lowMskilled! jobs.! Despite! these! difficulties,! also! thanks! to! the!

snowballing!technique,!I!later!managed!to!interview!other!respondents!working!in!highMskilled!

jobs,! including!an!employee!of!a!Spanish!bank,!another!manager!of!a! travel!agency,!and!a!

former!manager!of!a!campground,!a!therapist! in!alternative!healing,!a!retired!trader!and!a!

high!SES!profile!master!student.!To!one!of!these!more!privileged!respondents!I!gave!private!

French!classes,!in!return!for!being!introduced!to!other!compatriots.!My!encounters!with!these!

higher!SES!participants!included!attending!workshops!together!(e.g.!on!journalism!and!gender!

violence),! cultural! and!music! events,! and! as! also! with! lower! SES! respondents! celebrating!

birthdays!and!other!festive!activities,!such!as!those!during!Christmas!time.!!
!

2.2.2.2!London!
!
I!carried!out!the!second!main!fieldwork!project!for!this!study!between!March!and!July!2016!in!

England,! where! the! presence! of! Ecuadorians! and! other! Latin! Americans! affected! by! the!

Spanish!crisis!has!importantly!increased!over!the!last!years.!They!are!mainly!concentrated!in!

London,!with!7,171!individuals!in!2011,!and!8,739!in!the!UK!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!!2016,!p.!

10M11).! The!British! capital! is! a!big! cosmopolitan! city! (Sassen!2002),!with!a!dynamic! labour!

market!attracting!migrants,!at!least!until!the!recent!emergence!of!the!Brexit!issue.!In!contrast!

to! Spain,! the!UK!does!not!have!any! specific! schemes!with!Ecuador! related! to!welfare!and!

migration!regimes.!As!shown!in!the!map,!the!areas!where!I!mainly!carried!out!my!fieldwork!

include! the! boroughs! of! Lambeth! and! Southwark,! which! have! larger! concentrations! of!

Ecuadorians!and!other!Latin!Americans.!Other!areas!where!I!did!interviews!are!the!boroughs!

of! Wandsworth,! Hammersmith! and! Fulham,! Greenwich,! City,! and! other! areas! within! the!

British! capital,! including! Central! London! (Knightsbridge),! the! City! of! Westminster,! Tower!

Hamlets,!Hackney!and!Camden.!

The!fieldwork!was!mainly!conducted!in!bars!(21!of!29),!diverse!public!spaces!(at!least!

15!of!29)!and!restaurants!(13!of!29).!Only!few!respondents!were!interviewed!in!their!homes!

(7!of!29),!often!due!to!the!fact!that!they!lived!in!overcrowded!houses!with!outsiders!or!that!

as!newcomers!they!still!needed!to!find!a!more!permanent!place!to!live.!!
!

!
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Figure!n.!4.!Fieldwork!map!and!frequency!in!London.!

!
!
Conception:!Polina!Palash.!Realization:!Patrick!Pentsch,!Aix!Marseille!Université,!2019.!

!
!
Figure!X.!Fieldwork!places!in!England!(n=X)!

Figure!n.!5.!Fieldwork!places!in!England!(n=29)!

!
!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data!2015W2016!
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In!terms!of!access,! I!tried!to!establish!contacts!with!virtual!and!in!situ!associations.40! I!also!

attended!several!Ecuadorian!restaurants41,!as!well!as!a!bar!attended!by!Latin!Americans!at!the!

Elephant!and!Castle!shopping!centre.!Moving!around!the!city! in!London!took!much! longer!

than!in!Barcelona,!and!it!was!therefore!more!exhausting!and!it!limited!the!number!of!meetings!

with!participants.!Also,!the!attitude!of!gatekeepers!was!more!reserved!than!in!Spain.! I!had!

some! contacts! given! by! respondents! in! Barcelona,! but! through! snowballing! I! achieved! to!

interview!only!one!respondent!and!his!large!family.!

The!situation!was!unblocked!after!meeting!another!PhD!student!working!on!the!postM

crisis! onward!move! of! Ecuadorians! and! Colombians! from! Spain,! introduced! to!me! by! the!

mentor! of! a! university! where! I! was! a! visiting! student! in! London! (Cathy! McIlwaine).! She!

provided!useful!tips,!such!as!volunteering!as!secretary!(and!other!parallel!tasks)!for!an!NGO!in!

Brixton! (IRMO),! where! she! herself! was! volunteering! and! where! many! Ecuadorians,! in!

particular!those!recently!moved!from!Spain,!came!for!advice!or!support.!This!was!most!useful,!

not!only!to!gain!access!to!respondents!but!also!to!acknowledge!diverse!issues!linked!to!social!

protection,!as!this!NGO!provided!support!and!legal!advice!specifically!related!to!immigration!

and!social!welfare,!job!search!and!education!(English!classes,!activities!for!children).!Although!

the!respondents!I!met!through!this!channel!were!almost!always!available!to!be!interviewed,!I!

preferred!to!meet!them!for!an!interview!outside!of!this!setting,!such!in!a!bar!or,!more!rarely,!

at!their!home.!Apart!from!volunteering!in!the!NGO!two!days!per!week,!I!also!attended!classes!

with! potential! participants! on! job! searches! and! other! concerns,! such! as! the! looming!

uncertainties!surrounding!Brexit! (my!fieldwork!coincided!with!the!referendum!on!Brexit).! I!

also!participated!in!similar!events!organized!by!other!entities.!!

Meanwhile,!together!with!the!other!PhD!students!we!attended!places!where!Andeans!

gather,!mainly!in!the!area!of!Elephant,!and!sometimes!in!pitches!and!parks!on!weekends!(such!

as! Kennington! Park).! But! socializing! on! the! street! was! not! easy,! even! though! the! flow!

population!access!to!informants!was!sometimes!fruitful!in!public!events.42!

The! Ecuadorian! Consulate! in! London!was! very!welcoming,! and! even! invited!me! to!

interview!people!waiting!for!consular!services.!Although!this!would!definitely!make!it!easier!

                                                
40!Among!these!the!Indoamerican!Refugee!and!Migrant!Organisation!(IRMO)!where!I!volunteered,!United!Voices!
of!the!World!the!Union,!and!Latin!American!Women’s!Rights!Service.!As!regards!Facebook!groups,!I!contacted!
and! followed!Ecuatorianos!Unidos! en! Londres,! Ecuatorianos! en! Londres,!Ecuatorianos! en! el! Reino!Unido!and!
Ecuadorian!Community!Association.!
41!Among!these!El!costeñito!and!Costa!Azul!in!the!area!of!Elephant!and!Castle!and!El!Inca!Plebeyo!in!Islington.!
42!On!this!strategy!see!page!90!of!this!chapter.!
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to!gain!access!to!respondents!and!to!expand!the!sample,!I!refused!this!proposition!because!

interviewing! in! an! official! institutional! setting! would! impact! my! positionality! with!

respondents,! their! privacy,! the!degree!of! confidence!and! thus! the!data!quality.! I!was! also!

contacted!by!a!Latin!American!radio!station,!which!received!my!name!from!people!who!like!

me!attended!public!events!organized!by!cultural!associations.!The!station!invited!me!to!tell!

about!my!research!in!one!of!their!radio!programmes,!including!a!surprise!participation!by!the!

Consul!of!Ecuador.!Although!I!made!an!announcement!on!this!project!on!the!air,! it!did!not!

help!me!to!meet!more!respondents.43!

A! respondent! from! the! preliminary! fieldwork! in! Ecuador,! who! previously! lived! in!

London! put! me! in! contact! with! a! leader! of! an! association! of! Latin! Americans,! “PIEL”!

(Plataforma!de!Integración!de!Emigrantes!en!Londres),!mostly!including!onward!Andeans!from!

Spain.!Becoming!part!of! their!WhatsApp!group!was!helpful! to!be! informed!on!events! and!

ongoing!concerns!affecting!migrants,!to!participate!in!their!meetings!and!to!get!access!to!some!

respondents.!I!met!other!informants!by!attending!various!events!frequently!organized!by!the!

Ecuadorian!and!Latin!American!associations,!and!some!of!them!had!a!more!privileged!socioM

economic!profile,!such!as!a!person!working!for!the!Ecuadorian!Embassy!and!a!psychologist.!

The!earthquake!in!the!Ecuadorian!Esmeraldas!province!in!April!2016!prompted!several!events!

and!fundraising!organized!by!the!Ecuadorian!community!during!my!fieldwork.!After!following!

on! Facebook! the! struggle! of! Ecuadorian! workers! who! protested! against! the! bad! working!

conditions!in!the!cleaning!sector,!I!met!representatives!of!their!trade!union!at!a!meeting!and!

participated! with! them! in! a! manifestation! in! the! city! centre,! which! was! also! useful! for!

observations.!Like!in!Barcelona,!I!perceived!some!antagonism!among!some!organizations!in!

London!as!well.!

In!a!seminar!at!the!university!where!I!was!staying!during!my!fieldwork,!I!met!and!later!

interviewed!an! Ecuadorian! student,!who!also!worked! in! the! cleaning! sector.!Meanwhile,! I!

regularly!gathered!with!respondents!who!were!my!main!case!studies,!meeting!them!in!bars!

and!restaurants!(mainly!in!the!areas!of!Elephant!and!Castle!and!Brixton,!and!more!rarely!in!

other! zones),! at!music! events! and!by!participating! in! collective! events,! such! as! a! picnic! in!

Kennington! Park! and! a! barbecue! at! the! house! of! a! respondent.! Two! higher! SES! female!

respondents!invited!me!to!a!swimming!pool!and!sauna.!!

                                                
43! See! http://www.extramedia1.com/extraMradio1MentrevistaMpolinaMpalashMfamiliasMmigrantesMsMtravesMdeMlasM
fronteras/!
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Over!time,!I!had!more!contacts!through!the!snowballing!techniques!from!respondents!

I!met!through!different!channels.!Although!in!the!UK!I!tried!as!much!as!possible!to!diversify!

the!access!channels!to!respondents!beyond!the!group!of!onward!migrants,!it!proved!to!be!less!

difficult!to!interview!this!latter!category.!Many!of!them!were!more!open!to!participate!in!the!

research.! This! seemed! to! be! linked! to! the! fact! that! the! situation! of! longMtime! established!

respondents!in!England!was!more!delicate!with!respect!to!their!legal!status.!Although!many!

respondents!lived!in!overcrowded!houses!with!other!migrants,!I!had!the!chance!to!visit!some!

of!them!at!their!homes.!Several!respondents!who!recently!moved!from!Spain!had!problems!

with!English,!and!I!often!assisted!them!as!translator,!helping!them!to!communicate!by!phone,!

and!sometimes!mediating!for!them!in!offices!(at!a!bank!or!a!paediatrician).!I!was!never!openly!

denied!an!interview,!but,!as!in!Spain,!people!were!often!elusive,!also!because!many!of!them,!

particularly!those!recently!moved!to!the!UK,!struggled!with!many!personal! issues! linked!to!

integration!and,!moreover,!they!had!complicated!flexible!working!schedules,!often!working!at!

night!or!very!early!in!the!morning.!
!

! !
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Figure!n.!6.!Elephant!and!Castle!Shopping!Centre!in!the!London!borough!of!

Southwark.!

!
Source:!https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/sadiqWkhanWhousingWelephantWandWcastleW

developmentWdelanceyWsocialWaffordableWa8684776.html!

!

Figure!n.!7.!Latino!groceries!and!bars!in!the!Elephant!and!Castle!Shopping!Centre.!

!
!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!London,!2016!
!

!
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2.2.2.3!Ecuador!
!

In!Ecuador!I!performed!two!kinds!of!fieldwork.!The!first!of!them,!conducted!in!August!2015,!

was! preliminary,! lasting! two!weeks.! Although! I! was! already! specialized! in! Latin! American!

studies! and! had! research! experience! in! Mexico,! I! did! not! have! previous! contacts! with!

Ecuadorians,!and!for!this!reason!I!decided!to!spend!a!period!in!their!country!before!starting!

the!main! fieldwork.! Apart! from! acquiring! knowledge! on!migrants’! origin! society,! this! also!

proved! helpful! for! gaining! familiarity! and! facilitating! access! with! migrants! in! Europe.! I!

conducted!the!exploratory! fieldwork!mainly! in! the!urban!areas!surrounding!Quito,! such!as!

Llano!Grande,!representing!an!important!outbound!area!of!migration,!and,!to!a!lesser!extent,!

Llano!Chico,!Carapungo!and!Quito!city!centre.!This!allowed!me!to!acknowledge!certain!issues!

linked! to! migration! and! social! protection! of! Ecuadorians,! and! ongoing! postMrecession!

readjustments! in! transnational! families,! such! as! some! more! prominent! social! protection!

domains!at!play!and!the!different!situations!in!terms!of!portability!of!pension!entitlements!of!

returned!migrants! from! Spain! and! other! European! countries.! I! had! access! to! respondents!

mainly!through!the!snowballing!technique,!after!initial!contacts!with!researchers!and!students!

at!FLACSO!University!(where!my!mentor!was!Gioconda!Herrera).!!
!

One!year!later,!between!August!and!October!2016,!after!my!two!European!fieldwork!projects!

I!returned!to!Ecuador!for!the!last!fieldwork,!which!proved!to!be!more!“nomadic”.!Through!the!

matched!samples!method,44!I!followed!family!ties!of!respondents!I!met!in!Europe!in!diverse!

Ecuadorian!locations,!such!as!Guayaquil!and!Quito,!as!well!as!the!smaller!towns!of!Milagro,!

Cuenca,!Baños,!Ambato!and!Santo!Domingo!de!los!Colorados.!These!implied!distinct!types!of!

setting,!both!urban!and!semiMurban,!as!can!be!seen!in!the!fieldwork!map.!Since!I!already!had!

respondents’!contacts!provided!by!migrants,!the!period!spent!in!Ecuador!was!shorter!than!in!

Spain!and!England.!It!was!also!more!dynamic,!however,!as!I!was!more!“on!the!move”.!Building!

and!maintaining! relations!with! respondents! in! Barcelona! and! London! over! time! has! been!

important!for!my!access!to!their!families.!Still,!main!respondents!in!Europe!with!whom!I!had!

a!closer!relationship!were!not!necessarily!more! likely!to!allow!me!to!meet!their!families! in!

Ecuador.! This! was! sometimes! due! to! conflictual! relationships! and! the! weakening! of!

transnational!ties.!!

                                                
44!See!page!72!and!88.!
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Even!when!migrants!allowed!me!to!meet!their!family!members!in!Ecuador,!this!was!

not!always!immediate,!as!I!experienced!in!Guayaquil,!the!first!site!of!the!Ecuadorian!fieldwork.!

Families! postponed! the! meeting,! and! I! had! the! impression! that! we! had! a! problem! of!

communication!because!of!their!different!mentality,!taking!things!calmly,!while!I!was!anxious!

to!get!going!on! the! last! fieldwork! stage.!However,!once! I! established!contact,!participants!

were!generally!open!to!participate! in! the!research!and!to!meet!with!me!several! times.!An!

exception! involved! a! couple! of! families! who! did! not! expressly! deny! participation! in! the!

research,!but!came!up!with!excuses,!postponing!meetings!and!not!being!available.!Apart!from!

participants!accessed!through!the!snowballing!technique!between!Europe!and!Ecuador,!I!also!

interviewed!a!family!who!had!family!ties!in!Europe!and!with!whom!I!rented!a!room!in!Quito!

for!some!weeks.!

It!was! in! Ecuador!where! I!mostly! used! ethnographic!methods,!with!more! informal!

interactions.!This!was!mainly!done!at!respondents’!homes!(16!of!20),!in!diverse!public!spaces!

(at! least!10!of!20),! restaurants! (7!of!20)!and!bars! (7!of!20),!and! in!most!cases! I!was!often!

welcome!as!a!traveller.45!
!

Figure!n.!8.!Fieldwork!places!in!Ecuador!(n=72)!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data,!2015W2016.!

!

! !

                                                
45!See!page!114M115.!
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2.3!Sampling!!
!
The!following!sections!focus!on!the!sampling,!addressing!several!aspects!such!as!the!intricacy!

of!the!transnational!family!as!unit!of!analysis,!the!sampling!procedure,!size!and!technique,!as!

well!as!sample!features!in!terms!of!socioMeconomic!and!migration!characteristics.!!

!

2.3.1!Transnational!Family!as!Unit!of!Analysis!
!
Transnational!families!serve!as!the!main!unit!of!analysis!of!this!study.46!This!is!a!composite!

unit!because!it!implies!networks!of!people!beyond!the!nuclear!family!(Mazzucato!and!Schans!

2011)!and!spanning!across!great!geographical!distances!marked!by!national!borders.47!The!

purpose!of!this!study!was!not!to!retrace!all!the!branching!of!transnational!family!ties,!but!to!

look!at!arrangements!linked!to!social!protection!among!family!members!across!space,!in!their!

socioMspatial!organization!and!functioning.!For!this!reason,!instead!of!starting!from!an!a!priori,!

preconceived!concept!of!family!or!a!delimited!one!in!terms!of!precise!(nuclear!or!extended)!

family!ties,!it!was!up!to!the!interviewees!to!indicate!their!family!ties!locally!and!across!borders!

linked! to! social!protection! issues.!As!a! result,! these!may! include!extended!blood! relatives,!

families! of! spouses! and! respondents’! partners! –! often! following! their! previous! divorces! –!

implicated! in! their! (transnational)! social! protection! ties.! These! are! obviously! subject! to!

transformations! in! time,! due! to! relational! interplays! or! alterations! of! environments! and!

resources.!This!required!me!to!take!into!account!not!only!relational!and!spatial!dimensions,!

but!also!temporal!ones,!as!addressed!in!the!empirical!chapters.!Moreover,!for!many!of!the!

involved! families! TSP! arrangements! encompass! more! than! two! countries,! which! also!

complicated!the!analysis.48!!

As!summarized!in!the!table!below,!the!sample!comprises!63!transnational!families!with!

a! total! number! of! 118! interviewed! respondents! and! 182! respondents! met! in! the! three!

countries.!The!reference!point!are!63!main!respondents,!including!61!migrants!in!Europe!(32!

                                                
46!On!the!definition!and!perspective!of!transnational!family!adopted!in!this!study,!see!chapter!1,!page!57.!
47! Qualitative! studies! employing! ethnographic! methods! in! origin! and! destination! countries! and! focusing! on!
transnational! families! as! unit! of! analysis! present! variating! sample! sizes! of! transnational! family! networks,!
according!to!diverse!reasons,!such!as!a!more!or! less!deep!ethnographic!approach!and!the!available!time!and!
resources.!For!example,!recent!studies!on!transnational!families!data!collected!both! in!origin!and!destination!
include!about!40M50!families!and!between!75!and!84!respondents!(Matyska!2013;!FranciscoMMenchavez!2018).!
The!multiMsited!ethnographies!by!Serra!(2018)!and!Vivas!(2017)!across!three!countries!from!an!anthropological!
perspective!include,!respectively,!19!families!and!a!total!of!62!respondents,!and!15!families!and!a!total!number!
of!53!respondents.!!
48!See!chapter!6.!
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in! Spain! and! 29! in! England),! and! 2!main! respondents! in! Ecuador! (with! TSP! ties! between!

Ecuador! and! Europe).49! In! certain! cases,! I! also! interviewed!other!members! of! their! family!

networks!(not!necessarily!part!of!the!same!household),!more!precisely!10!family!members!of!

main!respondents!interviewed!in!Spain,!7!in!England!and!41!in!Ecuador!(including!18!matched!

and! 2! not! matched! samples).! This! has! been! completed! by! observations! conducted! with!

additional!family!members!in!the!three!countries,!as!can!be!seen!in!the!table!below.!50!
!

Figure!n.!9.!Sample!of!transnational!families.!

!
!

!
!

!
Number!

of!!
main!

respond
ents!–!
family!
units!

!
Number!of!times!met!
with!main!respondents!

!
!
!

Main!respondents’!
family!members!

!
!
!
!

Total!
responde

nts!
interview

ed!

!
!
!

Total!
respondent

s!met!
and/or!

interviewe
d!

1! 2! 3! 4!!
d!
6!

7!
d
9!

10
+!

Intervie
wed!

Only!
observatio

ns!!
(met!without!
interviewing)!
!

Spain! 32! 11! 7! 1! 4! 5! 4! 10! !!17!**! 42! 59!

England! 29! 6! 9! 2! 7! 3! 2! 7! 16! 36! 52!

Ecuador! 20!*!
(of!which!

18!
matched!
with!their!
families!in!
Spain!or!
England)!

9! 6! 1! 3! 0! 1! !!!21!!**!
!

31!! 41!! 72!

Total!!
!

63!!
(part!of!
them!are!
the!18!

matched!
samples)!

26! 22! 4! 14! 8! 7! !
38!!
!

!
64!
!
!

!
118!*!

!
182!!
*!
!**!

48! 33!

!

*One!same!main!respondent!was!interviewed!both!in!Spain!and!in!Ecuador!

**!A!main!respondents’!family!member!was!met!in!Spain!and!later!met!and!interviewed!in!Ecuador.!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!Fieldwork!data,!2015W2016!

!

                                                
49!In!these!two!cases!the!main!respondents!in!Ecuador!have!TSP!ties!with!Spain!and!Sweden.!
50!See!also!Appendix!I!from!page!308.!
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For! a! group! of! 18! families,! through! my! contact! with! the! main! respondent! and! the!

consolidation!of!ties!during!the!fieldwork,!I!had!access!to!and!interviewed!family!members!in!

Ecuador,! employing! a! partially!matched! sample! technique! (Mazzucato! 2009).! This! implied!

tracking!the!transnational!family!ties!of!18!main!respondents!in!Europe!(7!in!Spain!and!11!in!

England)!with!their!families!in!Ecuador.!If!this!was!engaging,!it!also!was!crucial!for!seeing!the!

other!side!of!transnational!life!and!moving!beyond!the!data!derived!from!the!narratives!of!one!

side.!The!map!below!shows!the!matched!samples,!including!the!related!locations.!

!
Figure!n.!10.!Map!of!matched!samples!in!multiWsited!transnational!fieldwork.!

!

!
!
Conception:!Polina!Palash.!Realization:!Patrick!Pentsch,!Aix!Marseille!Université,!2019.!

!

2.3.2!Sampling!Procedure!!
!
For! this! study! on! TSP! arrangements! of! Latin! American! transnational! families,! I! chose!

Ecuadorians,! who! stand! out! for! their! concentration! in! Europe! and! represent! the! more!

substantial!Latin!American!group!in!Spain!and!a!growing!community!in!the!UK.51!Among!the!

characteristics!that!I!considered!as!influencing!migrants’!TSP!practices!are!legal!status,!SES,!

gender,!family!composition!and!age.!

                                                
51!See!the!next!chapter.!!
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Based!on!the!literature!available!when!I!started!the!research,!I!knew!that!in!Spain!more!

than!half!of!the!Ecuadorians!hold!dual!citizenship,!and!to!a!lesser!extent!another!documented!

legal!status.!In!contrast,!the!scant!literature!available!at!the!time!on!the!UK!referred!to!the!

prevalence!of!undocumented!migrants.!Although!the!labour!situation!slightly!differed!in!the!

two!countries,!with!that!in!Spain!being!to!a!certain!extent!more!heterogeneous!(also!including!

migrants!employed!in!services,!tourism!or!selfMemployed!in!higher!skilled!jobs),!Ecuadorian!

migrants!mainly!ended!up!as!low!skilled!workers!in!both!countries.!Ecuadorian!men!in!Spain!

were! mostly! active! in! construction,! while! Ecuadorian! women,! who! often! experienced!

occupational! gender! segregation,! were! mainly! integrated! in! the! cleaning! and! domestic!

services!sector!(recent!quantitative!evidence!and!this!study!show!that!men!were!also!active!

in!the!cleaning!sector!in!the!UK).!The!more!precise!evidence!on!Spain!at!the!time!showed!that!

there!was!an!approximate!gender!balance,!and!the!family!structure!mainly!included!couples!

(with!or!without!children)!and!to!a!lesser!extent!single!parents!or!single!member!households.!

Most!of!the!migrants!were!of!working!age!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015;!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016).!

Also!considering!the!fact!that!at!the!time!of!the!research!design!there!was!a!gap!of!

focused!evidence!on!Ecuadorians!in!the!UK,!I!opted!to!remain!flexible!to!a!variated!sample.!

Thus,!I!decided!to!include!in!the!sample!both!dual!EU!(Spanish!or!British)!citizens!and!nonM

citizens!(e.g.!migrants!with!a!definite!residence!permit!or!undocumented);!migrants!with!a!

low! SES52! (employed! in! unskilled! jobs,! often! due! to! downward! mobility)! and! a! high! SES!

(professionals!in!highMskilled!jobs),!migrants!of!both!sexes,!and!mainly!working!age!migrants!

(between!their!early!20s!to!about!60!years).!Different!family!configurations!characterized!the!

family! structure,! such!as!nuclear! families!and! single!or!divorced!migrants,!with!or!without!

children!in!Europe,!with!family!ties!in!Ecuador.!Exclusion!criteria!applied!to!participants!not!

meeting!these!inclusion!criteria.!

In!this!context,!I!opted!for!a!maximum!variation!(or!heterogeneous)!sampling,!including!

a! variation! of! profiles,! and! a! combination! (or! mixed)! purposeful! sampling! strategy,! in! a!

triangulation!of!several!sampling!approaches!to!meet!the!purpose!of!the!study!(Patton!2002).!

These! included! opportunistic! sampling,! snowballing! sampling,! flow! populations,! and! the!

matched!sample!technique.! I!collected!data!until! I! reached!saturation! in!the!EuropeMbased!

fieldwork.!

                                                
52!SocioMeconomic!status!(SES)!is!understood!as!a!combination!of!occupation,!education!and!income!(Brinkerhoff,!
Ortega,!and!Weitz!2013:143),!aspects!which!may!all!influence!TSP!provisions!(see!for!example!Lafleur!and!Vivas!
2018).!



!90!

First,! I!adopted!an!opportunistic!sampling!strategy!because,! in!the!words!of!Patton,!

“being!open!to!following!wherever!the!data!lead!is!a!primary!strength!of!qualitative!strategies!

in!research.!This!permits!the!sample!to!emerge!during!fieldwork”!(Patton!2002,!p.!240;!see!

also!Ritchie!and!Lewis!2003,!p.!85).!This!strategy!consists!of!maintaining!a!flexible!approach!

and!taking!advantage!of!unforeseen!opportunities!as!they!arise!during!the!course!of!fieldwork!

as! it! unfolds.! Thus,! haphazard! encounters! and! events! played! a! role! in! the! sample! size,! as!

described!in!the!previous!sections!on!fieldwork!progress.!

Secondly,! I! employed! a! snowball! (or! chain)! sampling! strategy,! identifying! initial!

informants!and!asking!them!for!potential!respondents!who!meet!the!criteria.!This!sampling!

strategy!is!useful!to!get!access!to!difficult!and!small!populations,!as!in!the!case!of!this!migrant!

group!was!true!for!high!SES!or!undocumented!individuals.!At!the!same!time,!I!ensured!sample!

diversity! through!multiple! entry! channels,! such! as! different! associations! and! interviewees!

accessed!through!different!entry!points.!

Thirdly,!I!also!used!the!“flow!populations”!strategy!(Ritchie!and!Lewis!2003,!p.!94)!to!

generate!sample!by!identifying!and!approaching!people!in!a!particular!location!or!setting,!and!

later!seeking!to!interview!them!in!a!more!private!setting.!I!used!this!strategy!at!public!events!

organized!by!the!Ecuadorian!community!in!Barcelona!and!London,!in!the!NGO!where!I!was!

volunteering!and!more!rarely!in!places!where!Ecuadorians!migrants!gather!(e.g.!the!Elephant!

and!Castle! Shopping!Centre! in! London).!Although!approaching! informants! in! this!way!was!

sometimes!challenging,!it!proved!useful!to!further!diversify!the!entry!channels.!

These!three!approaches!brought!me!into!contact!with!many!people.!Consequently,!I!

made!the!ultimate!selection!for!the!maximum!variation!sampling,!based!on!having!enough!

variation!in!the!abovementioned!characteristics.!I!tried!to!access!(interview!or!at!least!make!

observations)! with! other! family! members! of! main! respondents,! in! order! to! gain! more!

information!and!to!select! it!according!to!specific!emerging!topics!of! interest!regarding!TSP!

arrangements.!Although!the!SES!characteristic!implied!challenges,!as!described!more!in!detail!

in!the!next!section,!I!ensured!variation!in!the!sample.!

!

2.3.3!Sample!Characteristics!
!
The! following! sections! describe! the! sample! characteristics! in! terms! of! participants’! socioM

economic! and!migration! characteristics.! Data! refer! to! the!moment! of! the! interview,! even!

though! respondents’! conditions! continued! to! be! subject! to! variation! over! time! (e.g.! legal!



! 91!

status,!occupation!etc.).!Overall,!these!findings!reflect!the!general!trends!on!Ecuadorians!in!

Spain! (Iglesias!et!al.!2015;!Davalos!2012)!and!England! (McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016;!Ramos!

2018a).!!

2.3.3.1!Sociodeconomic!Characteristics!
!

The!sections!below!describe!migrants’!socioMeconomic!characteristics,!in!terms!of!their!SES,!

gender,!age!and!family!composition,!as!summarized!in!the!table!below!(see!also!Appendix!I!

page!308).!!

!
Figure!n.!11.!Migrants’!socioWeconomic!characteristics!in!Europe!

Sociodeconomic!characteristics!

Countries!
/!

Characteristics!

Spain! England! Total!

SES! 20!low!SES!
12!high!SES!

17!low!SES!
12!high!SES!

37!low!SES!
24!high!SES!

Highest!
education!

16! secondary!
education!
14! university! studies:!
11!BA!and!3!master!
1!N.I.!

10! secondary!
education!
17! university! studies:!
16!BA!and!1!master!
3!N.I.!
!

26! secondary!
education!
31! university! studies!
(27!BA!and!4!master)!
4!N.I.!

Occupation! 8! Domestic! care! (and!
cleaning)!
5!Cleaning!!
3!Construction!and!!
refurbishment!!
2!Unemployed!!
2!retired!
3! selfMemployed!
(among! which! one!
courier,!one!trader,!one!
also!student)*!
2! managers! of! travel!
agencies!
1! Worker! in!
kindergarten!!
1!Administrative!!
1!Gardener!
1!Catering!
1!Private!insurance!
agent!
1!Therapist!in!
alternative!therapies!
1! workman! in!
industries! and!
aeronautics!

17! Cleaning! (among!
them! one! also!
designer,!another!also!
maintenance)*!
2!Kitchen!porter!
1! domestic! care! (and!
cleaning)!
1! SelfMemployed!
hairdresser!
1!Manager!in!cleaning!
company! and! of!
subletting*!
4! Waiter/waitress!
(among!them!one!also!
a! construction!
worker)*!!
2!Administrative!
1!Market!food!seller!!
1!Psychologist!
1!Secretary!!
!
!

22!cleaning!
9! domestic! care! (and!
cleaning)!
4!waiters/waitresses!!
4! construction! and!
refurbishment!
At! least! 4! selfM
employed!!
The!rest:!other!
!

Sex! 19!women!
12!men!
!

18!women!
12!men!
!

37!women!
24!men!
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Age! 14!cases!41M!50!
9!cases!31M!40!
6!cases!51M60!
2!over!60!

15!cases!31M40!
8!cases!41M50!
4!cases!21M30!
2!cases!51M60!
1!case!over!60!

!4!cases!21M30!
24!cases!31M40!
22!cases!41M!50!
8!cases!51M60!
3!cases!over!60!

!
*Double!job!cases!!

N.I.:!No!information!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data,!2015W16.!!

!
!

Let!me!start!with!discussing!the!SES!of!migrants!in!this!study,!which!specifically!pertains!to!

their!income,!education!and!occupation.!The!assessment!of!this!characteristic!implied!diverse!

challenges.! A! complicating! factor! is,! for! example,! that! education! and!occupation! relate! to!

specific!individuals,!but!income!may!be!shared!and!managed!by!diverse!coMresident!and!nonM

coMresident!family!members.53!However,!education!is!a!less!ambiguous!factor.!A!slight!majority!

of!main! respondents! (31! out! of! 61)! enrolled! in! university! studies! (mostly! BA! level),!while!

others!have!secondary!education!(26!of!61),!and!this!agrees!with!the!literature.!In!particular,!

respondents! in!England!have!a!university!background,!with! some!of! the!younger!migrants!

having!been!enrolled!in!higher!education!in!Spain.!For!most!migrants,!like!earlier!in!Spain,!this!

more!advanced!training!did!not!lead!to!employment!at!that!same!level,!and!in!the!UK!many!

respondents!suffered!even!greater!downward!mobility.!!

Secondly,!regarding!employment,!which!strongly! influences!the! income!of!the!main!

respondents!and!their!families,!most!migrants!worked!in!the!cleaning!sector!(22!of!61)!and!

domestic!care!and!cleaning!(9!of!61).!In!Spain!this!almost!always!concerned!women,!but,!as!

shown!in!studies!on!Ecuadorians!in!England,!male!migrants!also!worked!in!the!cleaning!sector.!

To!a!lesser!extent,!respondents!worked!as!waiters!and!waitress!(4!of!61),!construction!worker!

(4!of!61),!and!in!other!sometimes!higher!skilled!occupations,!as!can!be!seen!in!detail!in!the!

table.54! These! levels! of! qualification! and! types! of! employment! reflect! the! general! trends!

observed!in!this!migration,!as!previous!quantitative!and!qualitative!studies!have!shown.!Many!

of!the!migrant!families!in!Spain!have!unemployed!family!members,!often!men,!and!similar!to!

England,! many! families! experience! precariousness! and! flexible! working! time! and! places.!

Moreover,!participants’!occupation!tends!to!be!marked!by!a!progressive!downward!mobility,!

which! for! onward! migrants! in! England! implies! a! descent! encompassing! three! countries:!

Ecuador,!Spain!and!England!(see!also!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2019).!In!fact,!migrants’!mobile!

                                                
53!This!occurs! for!example!between!migrant!parents!and! their!adult! children!who! left! the!“nest”,!or! support!
between!nonMcoMresident!siblings!in!the!same!city!or!country.!!
54!See!also!Appendix!I!page!308.!
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trajectories!(including!both!onward!migration!and!return)!and!multiple!interactions!with!the!

different! environments,! while! often! facing! ongoing! changes! and! adaptations,! make! it!

impossible!to!assume!fixed!categorizations.!!

Thirdly,!as!regards!income,!I!could!not!always!obtain!precise!information,!also!because!

it!is!often!a!sensitive!topic.!I!assessed!it!approximately,!based!on!diverse!elements,!such!as!

their!occupation,! (un)employment! status,! social!benefits,! informal! jobs!and!other! financial!

resources,!such!as!migrants’!rented!properties!in!Ecuador!which!may!generate!income.!

On! the!whole,! I! realized! that! the! SES! of!migrants! and! their! families! in! Europe!was!

affected!by!their!(more!or!less!constant)!support!responsibilities!for!their!relatives!in!Ecuador,!

depending!on!the!socioMeconomic!situation!of!families!“back!home”.!For!instance,!migrants!

with! economically! selfMsufficient! families! in! Ecuador! showed! to! better! resist! downward!

mobility!in!Europe,!accumulated!more!assets!(e.g.!properties)!over!time!and!reflected!overall!

better!social!protection!conditions.55!Likewise,!the!SES!of!families!in!Ecuador!evolved!in!time,!

as! was! true! of! migrants’! occupation! in! their! adaptations! across! different! countries.! This!

related,!for!example,!to!migrants’!implications!in!support!from!abroad,!for!example!for!the!

studies!of!family!members!in!Ecuador!and!other!social!protection!areas!playing!a!role!in!their!

upward!mobility.56!!

Due!to!the!interrelatedness!of!respondents’!SES!in!Ecuador!and!Europe,!I!decided!to!

consider!it!more!globally,!including!the!situation!of!families!both!here!and!there,!which!implies!

two!main!categories!of! transnational! families! in! the!sample.!On! the!one!hand,!37! low!SES!

families,!with!migrants!employed!in!low!skilled!jobs!in!Europe,!who!have!often!experienced!

significant! downward!mobility,! with! needy,! not! selfMsufficient! family!members! in! Ecuador!

depending!on!migrants’!TSP!provisions.!On!the!other!hand,!24!transnational!families!included!

migrants! who! better! integrated! socioMeconomically! in! Europe! and! who! better! resisted!

downward!mobility,!often!working!in!qualified!jobs!(at!least!up!to!the!2008!recession).!They!

generally!have!selfMsufficient!families!in!Ecuador!and!are!distinguished!by!the!availability!and!

use!of!reverse!economic!flows!from!Ecuador.57!!

!

                                                
55!This!can!be!in!particular!acknowledged!in!the!last!chapter,!exposing!migrants’!trajectories!in!time!across!the!
three!and!further!countries.!
56!See!for!example!the!story!on!pp.!175M180!(chapter!4).!!
57!See!chapter!5.!
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As! to!other!socioMeconomic!characteristics!as! the!gender!of!participants,!most!of! the!main!

respondents!interviewed!in!Europe!are!women!(37!of!61)!and!a!slighter!smaller!group!is!male!

(24!of!61),!the!sample!reflecting!a!similar!gender!balance!in!the!two!European!countries.!This!

is!in!line!with!migration!pattern!trends!on!Ecuadorians!in!Spain!and!those!on!Latin!Americans!

in!the!UK.!!

As!regards!the!age!of!migrants,!it!ranges!from!23!to!64!years,!with!a!slightly!larger!age!

bracket!of!economically!active!individuals!between!31!and!40!years!(24!of!61)!and!a!slightly!

smaller!one!of!those!between!41!and!50!years!(22!of!61),!mirroring!the!trends!of!studies!on!

Ecuadorians!in!Spain!and!England.!!!

Finally,!regarding!migrants’!family!composition!in!Europe,!the!sample!includes!a!variety!

of!situations!exposed!in!detail!in!the!table!below.!However,!it!should!be!noted!that!the!2008!

crisis!implied!recent!reconfigurations!of!family!morphologies!and!their!spatial!distribution,!as!

also!addressed!in!the!empirical!chapters.!
!

Figure!n.!12.!Migrant’!family!structure!in!Europe.!

Family!
structure!

Spain! England! Total!

Nuclear! 9!nuclear!families!
!

7!nuclear!families!
1! married! couple!
without!children!

16!nuclear!families!
1! married! couple! without!
children!
!

Single! 7!single!migrants!
!

8! single! migrants!
(among! which! 1!
with!a!child)!
!

15! single! migrants! (among!
which!1!with!a!child)!
!

Separated! 3! separated!
parents! living! with!
child(ren)!
5! separated!
parents!who!do!not!
have! cohabitating!
adult!children!

4!separated!parents!
living! with!
child(ren)58!
!

7! separated! parents! living!
with!child(ren)!
5!separated!parents!who!do!
not! have! cohabitating! adult!
children!

Have!
extended!
family! in!
Europe!

6! have! extended!
family!in!Spain!!

8! have! extended!
family!in!the!UK!!

14! have! extended! family! in!
Europe!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data,!2015W16.!

!
! !

                                                
58!This!concerns!onward!migrants!who!have!their!children!and!spouses!in!Spain!or!Ecuador.!
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2.3.3.2!Migration!Characteristics!
!

The! section! below! provides! information! on! the! migration! characteristics! of! the! 61!

respondents! in! Europe,! with! regard! to! their! migration! year,! place! of! origin! and! place! of!

residence,!legal!status,!and!spatial!mobility.!The!graphs!show!the!precise!years!of!arrival!in!

Spain! and! England!of! respondents! interviewed! in! Europe,!who! are!mostly! firstMgeneration!

migrants.!With!respect!to!Spain,!the!main!migration!period!is!covered!by!the!years!2000!and!

2001,!as!also!reported!in!the!literature.!With!respect!to!respondents!interviewed!in!England,!

a!fairly!small!group!migrated!to!this!country!before!the!year!2002!(also!due!to!the!fact!that!

they!had! to!wait! for!at! least!7!years!until! achieving!a!documented! status).!After! the!2008!

recession!and!in!particular!in!2015M2016,!a!larger!group!of!onward!migrants!moved!to!the!UK,!

many!of!whom!previously!were!living!in!Spain.!
!

Figure!n.!13.!Migrants’!year!of!migration!to!Spain!(n=!32)!

!
!

Source:!Polina!Palash!fieldwork!data,!2015W16.!

!
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Figure!n.!14.!Migrants’!year!of!migration!to!Spain!(n=!29)!

!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data,!2015W16.!

!

Starting!with!migrants’!place!of!origin,!which!did!not!reveal! fundamental! incidence!on!TSP!

practices,!the!main!big!cities!from!which!migrants!originate!are!Quito!(20!of!61)!and!Guayaquil!

(17! of! 61),! which! is! also! reported! in! the! literature! on! Ecuadorians! in! Spain,! with! a! slight!

prevalence!of!migrants!originating!from!the!Ecuadorian!capital.!A!gap!in!the!literature!exists!

on! quantitative! evidence! of! the! place! of! origin! of! Ecuadorians! in! the! UK,! which!makes! it!

problematic! to! put! it! into! perspective.! In! Spain,! the! sample! includes! a! larger! number! of!

respondents!from!Guayaquil!(10!of!31)!than!from!Quito!(7!of!31),!while!in!London!the!reverse!

is!the!case!(respectively,!7!and!13!out!of!30).!To!a!lesser!extent,!migrants’!place!of!origin!also!

concerns!the!province!of!Manabí!(6!of!31!in!Spain),!as!well!as!diverse!towns!in!the!Andean!

country.59!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

                                                
59!However,!before!migrating,!some!respondents!lived!in!other!localities!in!Ecuador.!
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Figure!n.!15.!Map!of!migrants’!places!of!origin!in!Ecuador!

!
Conception:!Polina!Palash.!Realization:!Patrick!Pentsch,!Aix!Marseille!Université,!2019.!

!

As!to!these!migrants’!place!of!residence!in!Spain,!this!was!mainly!Barcelona!(26!of!31)!and,!to!

a!smaller!extent,!other!Spanish!cities.!The!respondents!interviewed!in!the!UK!were!all!resident!

of!London.!At!the!same!time,!as!indicated!below,!migrants!are!anything!but!stationary.!

Finally,!in!terms!of!their!legal!status,!respondents!both!in!Spain!(24!of!31)!and!England!

(24!of!30)!were!mostly!dual!Spanish!citizens.!The!Spanish!sample!also!includes!2!migrants!with!

permanent!residence,!2!undocumented!ones!and!1!respondent!on!a!student!visa.!Similarly,!

respondents! in! England! also! include! 2!migrants!with! permanent! residence,! 2!with! limited!

residence!permit!and!2!on!a!diplomatic!visa.!The!documented!status!of!respondents!in!the!UK!

actually!reflected!a!recent!situation,!which!agrees!with!the!literature.!The!table!below!includes!

data!on!migrants’!place!of!residence!and!legal!status!in!Europe.!

!
!
!
!
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Table!n.!1.!Migrants’!place!of!residence!and!legal!status!in!Europe.!

Countries!
/!

Characteristics!

Spain! England! Total!

!
!

Place!of!
residence!

26!Barcelona!
1! Cerdanyola! del!
Valles!
1!Montcada!y!Reixac!
1!Madrid!
1!Alicante!
1!Burgos!

30!London! 30!London!
26!Barcelona!
1!Cerdanyola!del!Valles!
1!Montcada!y!Reixac!
1!Madrid!
1!Alicante!
1!Burgos!

!
!

Legal!status!
!

24! dual! Spanish!
citizenship!
2! permanent!
residence!
2!undocumented!
1!student!visa!

24!dual!citizenship:!22!
Spanish!and!2!British!
2! permanent!
residence!
2! limited! residence!
permit!
2!diplomatic!visa!

48! dual! citizenship:! 46!
Spanish!and!2!British!
4!permanent!residence!
2! limited! residence!
permit!
2!undocumented!
3!visa:!1!student!and!2!
diplomatic!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data,!2015W16.!

!

In! this! study! spatial! mobility! on! an! international! scale! is! a! salient! aspect.! This! relates! to!

migrants’!regular!visits!to!their!country!of!origin,!but!also!to!international!circulations!implying!

prolonged!periods!spent!in!other!countries,!returns,!onward!and!multiple!migrations.!This!is!

well! illustrated!by!the!situation!of!the!24!onward!migrants!who!moved!from!Spain!(mainly!

Madrid!and!to!a!lesser!extent!Zaragoza,!Barcelona,!Huesca,!Murcia,!Alicante!and!Valencia)!to!

England,! often! with! other! circulations! in! between.! Thus,! the! sample! of! respondents!

interviewed!in!Europe!includes!three!subgroups,!with!two!further!groups,!31!migrants!who!

mainly!lived!in!Spain!and!6!main!respondents!who!mainly!lived!in!the!UK.!The!predominance!

of!onward!migrants!as!main!respondents!in!the!UK!was!not!fully!intentional,!but!also!due!to!

access!issues.60!Although!implying!greater!complexity,!their!situation!was!more!interesting!to!

consider!for!the!research!topic,!with!circulations!between!Spain!and!England!and!interrelated!

readjustments!of!TSP!arrangements.!!

!

!

!

!

                                                
60!See!page!82.!!
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Realization!and!conception:!Polina!Palash.!Source:!

fieldwork!data,!2015W16.!

!
Although!spatial!circulations!were!not!a!specific!focus!of!

the! study,! their! relevance! emerged! during! the! data!

gathering! (and! they! may! therefore! be! even! more!

significant!than!established!at!this!point).!As!the!table!

below! shows,! these! circulations! are! multiMdirectional!

between!the!three!research!contexts.!Furthermore,!as!

chapter! 6! will! show,! families! also! have! ties! in! other!

countries! than! those! addressed! in! this! study.! Several!

onward!respondents!recently!settled!in!the!UK,!already!

circulated! between! Spain! and! sometimes! Ecuador! (or!

the!US)!and!on!to!the!UK.!

International! mobility! is! mainly! undertaken! by! EU!

(mainly! Spanish)! citizens.! A! clear! cleavage! can! be!

observed!with!respect!to!respondents!settled!in!the!UK!

since!the!early!2000s,!who!due!to!their!undocumented!

status!have!been!immobilized!in!England.61!An!exception!is!an!elderly!couple,!who!recently!

naturalized!as!British!and!circulated!between!England,!where! they!were!entitled! to!a!nonM

exportable! pension,! and! Ecuador,! where! they!would! prefer! to! resettle! permanently! after!

almost!two!decades!in!the!UK!(see!also!Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming).!Nevertheless,!for!the!

mostly!Spanish!EU!citizens,!economic!hardships!affect! their! international!mobility;! at! least!

their! number! of! visits! to! Ecuador! is! limited,!while! onward!migrants! established! in! the!UK!

circulate!more!to!Spain.!In!this!sense,!only!one!higher!SES!onward!respondent!was!not!limited!

to!circulation!across!the!three!considered!countries.!

!
!

!

!
!
!

!

                                                
61!See!also!next!chapter.!!

Figure n. 16. Three!subsamples!

of!main!respondents!in!Europe.!
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Figure!n.!17.!International!circulations.!

!
In!Europe!

!
Between!Europe!and!Ecuador!

From!Spain!to!UK!! From!UK!to!
Spain!

From!Europe!to!
Ecuador!!

From!Ecuador!
to!Europe!

•!At! least! 3! of! the! 24!
onward! migrants!
moved!from!Spain!to!
England! already!
circulated! between!
Spain! and! England!
(and! sometimes!
Ecuador)! before!
more! definitely!
establishing!in!the!UK!

•!At! least! 2!
respondents! in! UK!
referred! about! their!
family! members!
circulating! to! visit!
them! in! the! UK! or!
coming! there! from!
Spain! to! work! for! a!
period.!

•!At! least! 3!
respondents! in! Spain!
referred! to!
circulations!to!the!UK!
where! they! have!
family!members!

•! 11! respondents!
interviewed!in!the!
UK! circulate! to!
Spain! (9! of! them)!
or! have! done! so!
(at! least! 2! of!
them),! often! for!
family!reasons.!
!

•!Before! being!
affected! by! the!
financial! recession,!
respondents!in!Spain!
visited! their! family!
members!in!Ecuador!
more! frequently!
(normally! every!
year)!!

•!After! the! onward!
migration,! visits! to!
Ecuador! decreased!
due! to!
precariousness! and!
the! fact! that! their!
(often! closer!
nuclear)! family!
members! are! also!
scattered!in!Spain!

•! In!at!least!3!families!
whose! main!
respondents! live! in!
Spain,! family!
members! from!
Ecuador! visit! them!
(and! in! 1! family!
spend! periods)! in!
Spain!
!
!!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data,!2015W2016!!

!

Migrants’!mobility!is!also!reflected!by!the!fact!that!I!met!three!of!them!(of!the!63!families)!

both! in! Europe! and! in! Ecuador.! For! each! of! them! the! reasons! of! being! in! Ecuador! were!

different:! one! of! them! was! visiting! family! members! (she! yearly! spent! several! months! in!

Ecuador! where! she! had! plans! to! return! and! rely! on! property! investments),! one! was! an!

international! student! who! finished! a! research! stay! in! Spain,! and! one! returned! to! live! to!

Ecuador!after!17!years! in! Spain,!which!however!would!not!be!definitive,! as!will! be! shown!

below.! Respondents’! mobile!modus! vivendi! underscores! that! the! effort! to! go! to! and! do!

research!in!these!different!places!where!they!have!ties!definitely!contributes!to!gaining!a!more!

complete!view!of!their!life!and!TSP!concerns.!

!
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Not!only!migrants!and!their!family!members!sustain!circular!migrations,!but!returns!are!also!

part!of!the!spatial!and!TSP!reconfigurations,!occurring!in!a!considerable!number!of!families,!

at!least!22!(of!the!63).!As!shown!in!the!table!below,!this!mainly!relates!to!Spain!(16!of!63).!

Nevertheless,!for!a!group!of!7!(of!the!63)!families!who!made!the!attempt!to!return!from!Spain!

this!hardly!seemed!a!definitive!move,!because!later!on!they!migrated!back!to!Europe!due!to!

problems!of!economic!reintegration!(tied!to!their!mature!age),!several!back!to!Spain!and,!due!

to!similar!economic!difficulties!there,!to!England.!This!mirrors!the!overlapping!boundary!of!

returns!with!circulations.!Clearly,! the!mobile! lifestyle!of!members!of! transnational! families!

make!the!analysis!of!TSP!arrangements!more!challenging,!as!revealed!in!particular!in!the!last!

chapter.!
!

Figure!n.!18.!Returns!and!reWemigration.!

!
Returns!

!

!
Redemigration!after!return!

•! In! at! least! 22! (of! the! 63)! families! their!
(nuclear! or! extended)! family! members!
returned!to!live!to!Ecuador:!
o! 16!families!from!Spain!(among!them!8!

cases! are! onward! respondents!
interviewed!in!England)!

o! 6!families!from!England!
!

•!In! 7! (of! the! 63)! families! after! a! return! to!
Ecuador! from! Spain,! main! respondents! (as!
onward!migrants!interviewed!in!the!UK)!reM
migrated!to!Europe!(e.g.!back!to!Spain,!and!
later!to!England)!or!to!the!US.!!

!
Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data,!2015W2016!!

!
! !
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2.4!Methods!
!
In! this! research! I! employ! a! triangulation! of! multiple! sources! of! data! obtained! through!

qualitative! methods.! This! particular! design! is! aimed! at! developing! a! comprehensive!

understanding!of!the!phenomena!under!study,!as!well!as!at!ensuring!the!validity!and!reliability!

of!the!research!process!(Patton!1999).!Below!I!will!discuss!the!specific!qualitative!methods!

that!allow!me!to!contextualize!research!phenomena!and!social!realities!in!their!settings!(Given!

2008).!!

!

2.4.1!Interviews!with!Families!
!
Depending!on!the!circumstances,!I!used!more!or!less!inMdepth!methods!of!inquiry!involving!

participants.!These!relate!to!the!type!of!qualitative!approach,!the!frequency!of!meetings!the!

number!of! family!members! I! interviewed!and!met! from!each!transnational! family,!and!the!

types!of!places!where!the!interviews!and!observations!were!done.62!!

Interviews! were! all! conducted! faceMtoMface! in! Spanish! (the! interviewees’! native!

language).! On! the! one! hand,! they! encompassed! discourses! and! experiences! of! the!

transnational!support!practices!between!migrants!and!their!scattered!family!members.!On!the!

other! hand,! they! focused! on! respondents’! social! protection! conditions! locally! and! across!

borders,! in! their! interactions!with!social!protection!environments,!and!access! to! resources!

from!the!family,!the!state,!the!private!sector!and!the!third!sector,!and!other!social!networks!

(see! Levitt! et! al.! 2017).! The! interviews! addressed! the! five! social! protection! domains!

considered!in!this!study!(income,!healthcare,!education,!housing!and!care),!as!well!as!other!

aspects! linked! to! social! protection! concerns,! such! as! the! management! of! bureaucratic!

procedures.!Initially!I!retraced!bidirectional!provisions!between!Ecuador!and!Spain,!but!after!

I!realized!that!these!were!multiMdirectional,!I!also!retraced!these!more!complex!flows!between!

the! three! research!contexts! (and!occasionally!other! countries!as!well).! The! sections!below!

describe!the!two!main!types!of!approaches!I!used!in!dealing!with!participants.!

!

                                                
62!It!should!be!noted!that!the!frequency!of!meetings!did!not!necessarily!determine!the!greater!or!minor!depth!of!
ethnographic!methods.!For!instance,!I!attended!several!public!events!as!well!as!gatherings!of!groups!of!people!
in!more!private!settings,!which!involved!a!greater!frequency!of!meetings!and!shared!time.!However!thicker!data!
depended! on! the! closeness! reached! through! ethnographic! methods! in! more! intimate! settings! and! on! the!
completeness!of!gathered!information.!!
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2.4.1.1!Semidstructured,!Themedcentred!Interviews!
!
I! conducted! semiMstructured! and! themeMcentred! interviews! (without! employing! inMdepth!

ethnographic!methods)!with! 48! of! the!main! respondents.! As! part! of! this! approach,! I!met!

respondents!once,!sometimes!also!doing!one!followMup!meeting,!spending!about!2!hours!per!

meeting,!and,!less!frequently,!also!interviewing!their!family!members.!Being!less!demanding!

than! ethnographic! approaches,! this! method! allowed! me! to! have! a! larger! sample! of!

participants!and!to!observe!recurrences!linked!to!the!research!topic.!Most!commonly!these!

interviews!took!place!in!a!bar!or!at!a!respondent’s!work!location.!

For!these!interviews,!I!adopted!a!thematic!topicMcentred!approach!with!an!openMended!

fluid!and!flexible!structure!(Edwards!and!Holland!2013).!This!implied!that!respondents!would!

develop!some! issues!more! than!others,!depending!on! the! importance!of!certain! topics! for!

them,! their!available! time! for! the! interview!and! their!willingness! to! share!on! the! research!

issues.!Rather!than!trying!to!exhaust!the!information!thus!framed,!this!approach!involved!a!

more! “postmodern! informed”! style! of! interviewing! (Fontana! 2003).63! This! implies,! for!

instance,!a!blurring!of!the!boundaries!between!interviewer!and!interviewee!with!respect!to!

their!roles!and!worldviews,!more!collaborative!exchange!interactions,!sensitivity!on!the!part!

of! the! researcher! to! issues! of! power! and! representation,! including! a! downplaying! of! the!

researcher’s!expert!role!during!the!interview!process.!Accordingly,!the!interviews!were!often!

similar! to! conversations,! rather! than! being! subject! to! strict! and! formal! interviewing!

procedures.!In!this!way!I!tried!to!establish!rapport!and!a!sense!of!mutual!trust!with!the!aim!of!

ensuring!the!accuracy!and!quality!of!the!gathered!information!(cf.!Collins!and!Cooper!2014).!!

The! interview! structure! was! organized! along! 5! sections! encompassing! 1)! general!

information!on!respondents!and!their!migration!experience,!2)!family!ties,!3)!TSP!practices,!4)!

other!sources!of!informal!support,!and!5)!formal!support!(see!Appendix!pp.!316).!I!registered!

the! interviews! through! noteMtaking! and/or! audio! recording! (if! interviewees! agreed! to! the!

latter),! followed! by! their! verbatim! transcription.! To! reassure! participants! about! interview!

recording,!I!explained!its!pragmatic!reasons,!namely!that!it!takes!less!time!than!noteMtaking!

by!hand!and!that!the!information!derived!would!be!more!accurate.64!!

                                                
63!Postmodernism!is!a!broad!philosophical!term,!extending!across!social!science!and!the!arts!and!humanities.!Its!
approaches!share!a!turning!away!from!universal!systems!of!thought!and!from!dichotomous!distinctions!between!
objectivity!and!subjectivity!and!researcher!and!researched.!It!recognizes!the!manyMsided!versions!of!truth!and!
the!fact!that!knowledge!and!its!creation!are!subject!to!critique!and!negotiation!(Edwards!and!Holland!2013).!
64!See!the!section!on!ethical!issues,!pp.!111M112.!
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2.4.1.2!Ethnographic!Methods!
!
With!a!smaller!group!of!33!main!respondents!and! in!certain!cases! their! family!members,! I!

employed!ethnographic!methods,!with!interactions!ranging!in!frequency,!from!three!to!more!

than!ten.!Ethnography!is!constructive!in!acknowledging!the!situated!nature!of!social!realities,!

the! relationships!between!people!and!places,!and!between!social! structures!and!everyday!

lives!and!experiences.!Indeed,!this!method!provides!insight!into!the!placeMbound!and!placeM

making!processes!and!meanings!of!social!groups!(Herbert!2000,!pp.!550M554;!Morange!and!

Schmoll! 2016).! At! the! heart! of! ethnographic! research! is! the! perspective! of! reality! of! the!

studied!social!group!and!its!cultural!interpretation,!with!the!aim!of!better!understanding!how!

participants!interpret!and!give!meaning!to!their!own!experiences.!This!requires!both!an!emic!

and!an!etic!perspective,!since!thorough!fieldwork!demands!an!insightful!and!sensitive!cultural!

interpretation! combined! with! rigorous! data! collection! techniques! (Given! 2008).! For! this!

reason,! ethnographic!methods! are! particularly! useful! for! better! understanding! family! TSP!

arrangements.!They!also!acknowledge!the!role!of!cultural!family!norms!from!origin!societies!

(Mazzucato!and!Schans!2011,!p.!706),!and!allow!a!proximity!and!degree!of!rapport!suitable!to!

obtain! more! insightful! information,! including! on! sensitive! issues.! At! the! same! time,! this!

method!is!quite!timeMconsuming!as!well!as!engaging!in!human!and!emotional!terms.65!!

Specifically,! I! conducted! ethnographic! interviews,! which! instead! of! formal!

interrogations!imply!friendly!conversations,!flexibly!intertwined!with!ethnographic!elements.!

These! consist! of! three! main! components:! the! explicit! purpose! of! the! conversations,!

ethnographic! explanations! to! the! informant! about! what! emerges! in! the! interviews! and!

ethnographic! questions! (including!descriptive,! structural! and! contrast! questions)! (Spradley!

1979).! Informal! approaches!of! informants,! such! as! interviews,! are!useful! for! learning!how!

people! attribute! cultural! meanings! to! their! experience! and! interrelated! categories! (Given!

2008).! This! allows! one! to! have! more! spontaneous! interactions! and! obtain! more! reliable!

information,!building!rapport!in!time!with!informants,!which!was!important!with!respect!to!

matched!samples.66!I!conducted!these!types!of!interviews!in!participants’!houses,!as!well!as!

in!other!settings!familiar!to!them.!!

Moreover,! I! complemented! interviews!with!participant!observation.! This!method! is!

useful!to!gain!a!deeper!understanding!about!research!topics!through!the!meanings!ascribed!

                                                
65!See!pp.!108;!115M116.!
66!See!pp.!72;!88.!
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by!participants!and!contextualizing!social!behaviour.!This!involves!prolonged!engagement!in!

the!field!and!observation!of!events!in!their!natural!contexts,!taking!part!in!everyday!activities,!

which!allows!for!gathering!more!detailed!and!accurate!information!(Given!2008).!Apart!from!

observing!informants!in!their!activities!and!logics,!I!observed!socioMspatial!interactions!with!

specific!places!and!settings.!To!do!so,! I! joined!some!of!the!families’!everyday!life!activities,!

informed!by!“moderate!participation”!aimed!at!finding!a!balance!between!an!“insider”!and!

“outsider”!position!(Spradley!1980).!!

To!this!end,!I!spent!time!with!respondents!in!diverse!settings.!This!sometimes!included!

their!homes! (e.g.!having!meals!and!participating! in! their!everyday! life,! spending! time!with!

their!children!and!other!family!members).!However,!in!Europe,!it!was!more!challenging!to!visit!

participants’!houses,!which!seemed!to!be!motivated!by!the!fact!that!migrants!often!lived!in!

precariousness!conditions!sharing!their!dwellings!with!other!people.!Still,!I!managed!to!do!so!

with!several!of!them,!both!in!Barcelona!(10!of!33)!and!London!(7!of!29).!This!proved!in!fact!

much! easier! in! Ecuador,!where!migrants’! kin! shared! homes! only! in! family! units,! and! they!

tended!to!be!very!welcoming,!often!perceiving!me!as!a!traveller!and!proposing!to!stay!at!their!

houses.!But!in!Quito!and!Guayaquil,!where!I!met!most!families,!I!preferred!to!stay!in!a!place!

of!my! own,! in! order! to! be!more! independent! in!managing! the! time! I! spent! with! several!

families.!!

Apart!from!private!settings,!I!also!did!fieldwork!in!public!settings!in!the!three!countries!

involved.! This! included!walking! through! the! city,! having! drinks! in! bars! or! having!meals! in!

restaurants,! participating! in! diverse! activities! and! community! gatherings! such! as! religious!

meetings!in!participants’!homes!and!in!churches,!music!and!dance!events!(e.g.!folk!festivals,!

salsa!nights),!a!barbecue,!gatherings!in!parks.!I!also!participated!in!social!events!organized!by!

diverse! actors! such! as! the! Consulate! (e.g.! focused! on! the! mortgage! problem! in! Spain),!

migrants’!organizations! (e.g.!a!meeting!of!an!association!of! lawyers! in!London!on!Brexit,!a!

workshop!on!Ecuadorian!indigenous!language!quechua!in!Barcelona),!religious!organizations!

(e.g.!a!fundraising!for!the!victims!of!the!earthquake!in!Ecuador!in!2016!organized!in!a!church!

in!London).!In!Spain!and!the!UK!I!spent!time!and!did!observations!in!places!where!Ecuadorians!

are!concentrated,!such!as!the!Hospitalet!de!Llobregat!neighbourhood!in!Barcelona!and!the!

Elephant! and! Castle! shopping! centre! in! the! British! capital.! In! London! I! volunteered! as!

receptionist!at!an!NGO!attended!by!many!Ecuadorians,!which!was!useful!not!only!for!learning!

more!on!issues!linked!to!welfare!and!legal!status,!but!also!for!gaining!access!to!respondents!
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and!doing!observations!(e.g.!in!the!waiting!room).!More!in!general!in!the!UK,!my!relationship!

with!recently!moved!respondents!from!Spain!was!often!based!on!specific!support!services,!

due!to!their! language!problems!and!unfamiliarity!with!the!new!environment,!and!this!also!

facilitated!proximity.!With!some!of!the!respondents!of!my!age!in!London!I!grew!more!familiar,!

and!in!the!evenings! I!would!spend!leisure!time!with!them!or!visit!other!cities! in!the!UK.! In!

Ecuador,!participants!often!wanted!to!show!me!their!places!and!accompany!me!on!tourist!

outings,!which!alleviated!the!quite!intense!rhythm!of!multiMsited!fieldwork.!

When!using!ethnographic!methods,!time!spent!with!respondents!was!often!extensive,!

ranging!between!several!hours!to!the!whole!day,!and!more!rarely!in!Ecuador!overnight!stays.!

Through!this!method!I!had!the!chance!to!interview!several!members!of!migrants’!families!in!

Europe!and!Ecuador.!Although!I!adopted!the!interview!structure,!I!did!so!mainly!without!noteM

taking.!I!preferred!more!spontaneous!interactions,!remaining!flexible!and!open!to!all!sorts!of!

different! insights.! The! closeness! and! trust! gained! with! respondents! allowed! me! to! gain!

information! on! sensitive! topics;! moreover,! the! proximity! with! participants! also! revealed!

aspects! related! to! the! thinner! interpersonal! and! emotional! dimensions,! which! shape!

provisions! between! actors.! After! these! encounters,! I! transcribed! the! information! through!

noteMtaking,!which!sometimes!was!challenging!because!of!all!the!detailed!information!I!had!

to!memorize.!However,!in!certain!cases,!once!confidence!was!established,!I!asked!informants!

if!I!could!make!recordings!during!the!ethnographic!encounters,!which!helped!to!have!more!

precise!and!verbatim!data.!

!
! !
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Figure!n.19.!A!barbecue!at!the!house!of!a!respondent!in!Streatham!district,!South!

London!

!
!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!London,!2016!

!

!
Apart! from! faceMtoMface! encounters! with! participants,! I! derived! additional! data! from!

interactions!through!WhatsApp!and!Facebook.!In!the!early!1990s,!digital!ethnography!began!

to!be!developed!in!response!to!various!computerMmediated!tools!and!from!different!contexts!

and! research! paradigms,! and! it! became! known! under! such! different! labels! as! cyber,! eM,!

electronic,!online,!digital!and!virtual! internet!ethnography!(Haverinen!2015;!Varis!2015).! In!

fact,! internet! is! highly! suitable! to! study! flows! and! to! be! connected! with! people! (both!

respondents! and! researchers)! in! other! places.! The! presence! of! the! internet! in! people’s!

everyday!lives!and!the!rise!of!social!media!and!smartphones!over!the!last!years!has!rapidly!

been!changing!the!nature!of!social!interactions,!while!also!allowing!further!engagement!with!

participants!and!their!social!world!(Staudacher!and!KaiserMGrolimund!2016).!!

Although! I! did! not! consider! such! tools! in! the! initial! methodological! design,! I! soon!

understood!them!to!be!fundamental.!After!my!smartphone!was!stolen!during!my!preliminary!

fieldwork! in! Ecuador,! I! adapted! to! an! old! basic! Nokia! cell! phone.! However,! in! Barcelona!

participants!continued!to!ask!me!if!I!had!a!WhatsApp!account,!with!some!of!them!wanting!to!

add!me!to!virtual!social!groups,!which!obliged!me!to!overcome!this!“digital!divide”.!Connecting!

privately! with! respondents! and! also! being! part! of! virtual! groups! allowed! me! to! receive!
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updated! followMup! information! swiftly! and! to! continue! to! be! connected! closely! from! a!

distance,!making!it!possible!to!ask!for!information!details,!have!an!exchange!on!diverse!issues!

or! simply! send! season’s! greetings! at! Christmas.! This!was! also! important! to! ensure! future!

contact!with!family!members!of!respondents!in!Ecuador.!

Regarding!the!virtual!groups,!I!mainly!used!them!in!the!European!fieldwork!projects.!A!

private!WhatsApp!group!in!Barcelona!included!about!8!people!(all!Ecuadorians)!and!was!used!

for!gathering!together!and!exchanging!information!on!news!or!events.!The!large!WhatsApp!

group!in!London!(about!100!members,!mostly!from!Andean!countries,!which!later!some!100!

new!members)!was!geared!more!to!information!on!job!offers!for!migrants,!migration!issues!

(such!as! the! implications!of!Brexit),! leisure,!events!and!advertising!of! trading!activities.!On!

Facebook,!which!I!used!more!rarely,!I!was!a!member!of!virtual!groups!of!Ecuadorians!(ex!in!

London!or!Barcelona,!returned!migrants!in!Ecuador!etc.).!Being!part!of!virtual!groups!allowed!

me! to! gain! access! to!new!participants! in! a! few! instances! and! to! get!more! information!on!

current!issues!relevant!to!the!Ecuadorian!community!in!Europe.67!!

Such!information!may!comprise!useful!data,!in!addition!to!the!data!gathered!through!

faceMtoMface! interactions.! A! multiMsited! ethnography! allows! the! researcher! to! engage!

simultaneously!with!informants!in!different!places,!while!also!facilitating!matched!samples.!

Still,!this!method!also!presents!important!challenges,!given!the!potentially!stressful!nature!of!

“overMconnection”,!of!information!and!contact!overload,!and!of!the!blurring!of!professional!

and!private!life.68!!

!

2.4.2!Interviews!with!Key!Informants!
!

This!research!is!completed!by!interviews!with!45!key!informants!in!several!countries,!ranging!

in!duration!between!approximately!20!and!40!minutes.!They!include!diverse!types!of!actors,!

such! as! 20! researchers! (mainly! specialized! on! Ecuadorian! migration! to! Europe! who! I!

interviewed!in!one!of!the!three!countries!of!my!fieldwork!and/or!in!Italy!and!France)!and!11!

leaders!of!associations!(e.g.!of!Ecuadorian!migrants!in!Barcelona!and!London,!or!of!returnees!

in! Ecuador).! Moreover,! I! interviewed! 5! employees! in! institutions! linked! to! state! social!

protection,!3!representatives!of!the!Ecuadorian!government,!2!lawyers,!as!well!as!5!diverse!

key! informants.!Among!these!an!employee!of!an!Ecuadorian!bank! in!Barcelona,!a!member!

                                                
67!See!for!example!the!screenshots!of!WhatsApp!messages!at!page!259.!!
68!See!page!114M116.!
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from!a!movement!of!returned!migrants!to!Ecuador,!a!gatekeeper!and!an!employee!from!a!

credit!union!in!Llano!Grande!(representing!an!area!of!significant!emigration)!and!a!returned!

migrant!employed!in!an!institution!dealing!with!migration!in!Quito.!!

! !
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!
Figure!n.!20.!Number!of!key!informants!per!type!and!country!

!
*!One!year!later!I!reWinterviewed!a!researcher!and!a!lawyer!who!I!interviewed!during!the!preliminary!

fieldwork!in!Ecuador.!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data,!2015W16.!

! !
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2.5!Ethical!Considerations!
!
Before!starting!this!research!project,!I!received!a!focused!training!session!on!Ethics!in!social!

science!research,!and!prepared!an!“Ethics!SelfMAssessment”!document,!which!was!approved!

by!the!Ethics!Board!of!Maastricht!University.!For!this!study,!I!decided!not!to!employ!written!

consent!from!respondents,!because! in!the!case!of!people! in!subaltern!conditions!–!as!may!

apply! to! some! of! the! migrants! –! this! can! provoke! embarrassment! or! unnecessary! risks,!

compromising! at! the! same! time! their! participation! in! the! research.! In! the! particular!

circumstance!of!media!and!political!discourses!on!migrants!as!burden!on!European!welfare!

states,!as! I!observed! in!particular! in! the!UK! in!the!context!of!Brexit,! requiring!participants’!

signature!would!compromise!the!research!even!more.!After!all,!the!issue!of!welfare!is!one!of!

the!study’s!key!topics.!

In!social!science!research!on!sensitive!topics,!an!oral!agreement! inspires!more!trust!

and! confidence.! I! decided! to! distribute! to! all! the! participants! an! information! brochure! in!

Spanish,! their! mother! tongue,! with! information! on! the! research! aim! and! object,! and!my!

personal!and!university!contacts!(see!Appendix!III!page!329).!I!explained!to!participants!that!

their! personal! information!would! be! anonymized,! processed! and! analysed,! and! only! used!

within!the!context!of!my!thesis.!Participants!only!replied!to!questions!they!felt!comfortable!

with,!and!had!the!chance!to!withdraw!at!any!time,!which!allowed!the!option!of!“informed!

dissent”!and!their!control!in!the!process.!I!did!not!have!any!case!of!participant!withdrawal,!

also!because!people!not!interested!in!participating!in!the!study!did!not!engage!in!it!from!the!

outset.! In! cases!where! it!was! unclear!whether! participants!wanted! to! answer! a! particular!

question,!I!did!not!push!them!to!do!so.!

An!essential!professional!component!in!social!science!research!is!the!responsibility!on!

the! part! of! the! researcher! to! ensure! the! protection! of! the! identities! and! possible! illegal!

activities!of!researched!subjects,!so!as!not!to!cause!any!harm!either!to!them!or!other!people!

involved.! Therefore,! sensitive! situations! are! treated! with! confidentiality! and! possible!

outcomes!for!participants!are!taken!into!account.!I!tried!to!be!truly!committed!to!respect!and!

be!honest!with!the!individuals!featured!in!my!research.!My!refusal!to!have!access!to!potential!

respondents!in!the!Ecuadorian!Consulate!in!London,!after!a!kind!proposal!in!this!respect!made!

to!me!by!the!Consul,!is!also!part!of!such!ethical!consciousness.!This!same!caution!was!reflected!

in!my!preference!not!to!engage!in!assertive!questioning!of!most!of!the!informants!in!my!case!

studies.!I!rather!wanted!to!take!a!slower,!patient!approach,!in!order!to!establish!a!trustful!and!
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honest! relationship!over! time,!and!engage! in! reciprocal! commitments,! as!described! in! the!

previous!section.!

Consent!and!confidentiality!were!equally!important!in!my!dealings!with!respondents!

in! the! country! of! origin,! if! not!more! so.! As! noted! above,! I! first! solicited! permission! from!

migrants!in!Europe!to!interview!their!families!in!their!country!of!origin,!only!after!they!made!

a!joint!decision!over!the!phone!with!their!family!members!in!Ecuador.!In!other!words,!in!the!

Andean!country!I!“made!continued!efforts!to!substitute!a!colonialist!approach!of!‘taking’!for!

one! of!mutual! exchange”! (Huisman! 2008,! p.! 386).! Similar! to! the!ways! in!which! I! thanked!

migrants!for!their!participation,!I!gave!small!!presents!to!the!families!I!visited,!or!I!offered!them!

a!meal!or!beverage!in!a!restaurant,!even!though!they!rarely!wanted!me!to!pay.!I!also!engaged!

with!participants!by!giving!a!lecture!at!the!University!of!Guayaquil!and!doing!a!seminar!at!the!

University!FLACSO!in!Quito,!in!order!to!share!my!research.!Likewise,!I!presented!my!research!

findings!in!a!radio!broadcast!of!a!Latin!American!station!in!London.!Once!this!thesis!will!be!

completed,!its!publication!will!also!be!available!in!Ecuador.!!

! !
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2.6!Navigating!Positionality!!
!

SelfMreflexivity,!or!the!awareness!of!one’s!positionality!in!the!field!and!with!respect!to!social!

interactions,! is! fundamental! in! qualitative! research,! in! particular! in! ethnography,! which!

implies!embeddedness!of!the!researcher!in!research!settings.!Such!awareness!also!entails!that!

one!has!to!position!oneself!with!respect!to!the!issues!of!power!and!its!asymmetries!visWàWvis!

the!participants,!such!as!those!of!ethnicity,!class,!gender!and!age!(Given!2008).!

I!introduced!myself!to!participants!as!coming!from!Italy,!the!country!where!I!have!spent!

the!greater!part!of!my!life,!before!doing!my!PhD!studies!in!France.!When!feeling!that!it!would!

not! produce! confusion! about! my! multiple! geographic! and! cultural! belongings,! I! would!

sometimes! mention! my! Eastern! European! origins.! Participants! mostly! perceived! me! and!

introduced!me!to!other!people!as!Italian,!which!seemed!to!arouse!people’s!curiosity,!while!

the!fact!that!I!had!been!in!Ecuador!seemed!to!open!doors,!facilitating!the!first!approach.!In!

other!instances,!however,!other!labels!were!attached!to!me,!such!as!when!a!journalist!referred!

to!me!on!the!Facebook!page!of!a!Latin!American!newspaper!in!Barcelona!as!“la!investigadora!

francesa”!(the!French!researcher),!or!when!dancing!at!a!music!event!with!a!participant!she!

told!me!“You!are!really!like!a!Latina”.!My!“hybrid!acculturation”!and!the!related!perception!of!

respondents!were!not!an!obstacle,! I! felt,!but! rather! facilitated!multiMsited!adaptations!and!

fluidity!in!the!different!fieldwork!sites.!

I!also!had!to!adopt!“chameleonic”!linguistic!strategies!once!I!perceived!during!the!first!

stay!in!Ecuador!that!certain!Castilian!words!used!in!Spain!as!well!as!the!Iberian!ceceo!created!

more!distance,!and!subsequently!I!tried!to!neutralize!the!accent,!shifting!to!the!Latin!American!

seseo.69!After!time!spent!with!Ecuadorians,!I!even!unintentionally!absorbed!their!expressions!

and!intonation,!as!remarked!by!respondents!during!the!last!fieldwork!in!Ecuador!and!later!by!

Spaniards.!This! seemed! to!create!more!proximity,!perhaps!also!creating!a!bridge!spanning!

ethnic!differences.!

Concerning!the!issue!of!class,!I!felt!that!coming!from!a!workingMclass!family,!but!having!

“upwarded”!my!social!position!by!a!high!qualification!was!beneficial!to!approach!and!interact!

with! different! types! of! people.! Indeed,! people! in! both! of! these! categories! spontaneously!

invited!me!to!participate!in!different!situations!in!private!and!collective!gatherings.!

                                                
69!“Ceceo”!and!“seseo”!are!different!ways!of!pronouncing!the!letters!“z”,!“s”!and!“c”!in!HispanoMAmerican!Spanish!
and!Castilian!Spanish.!!
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During!the!fieldwork!I!realized!that!I!shared!many!aspects!with!respondents,!being!(an!

everlasting)!onward!migrant!with!the!advantage!of!EU!(Italian)!citizenship,!having!lived!and!

readapted! in! several! countries,! with! a! scattered! family! like! them,! with! some! members!

similarly!affected!by!mortgage!issues!in!the!period!of!recession.!Clearly,!we!were!also!different!

in!many!other!aspects,!such!as!in!cultural,!religious!and!ethnic!background.!This!was!important!

to! sustain! an! appropriate! level! of! detachment.! After! all,! because! of! common! or! shared!

aspects,!I!could!not!avoid!being!empathic,!which!implied!emotional!aspects,!such!as!in!relation!

to!participants!who!faced!constraining!situations!linked!to!the!recession.!

It!was!emotional!to!see!many!precarious!respondents,!who!often!suffered!from!being!

away!from!their!family,!at!their!mature!age!working!odd!hours!in!the!lowMpaid!cleaning!sector!

and! living! in!overcrowded!houses,!with! the!difficulty!of!not! speaking! the! local! language! in!

London.!Assisting!them!to!cope!with!their!everyday!problems!or!sometimes!helping!out!as!

babyMsitter! (to!a! single!mother!participant)! sometimes!put!me! in! the! role!of!a! “social! aid”!

provider.!This!was!pushed!both!by!empathy!and!by!my!interest!in!respondents’!reciprocation!

through!greater!engagement!in!the!research.!This!engagement!with!less!fortunate!migrants!

was!just!one!dimension!of!the!positionality!of!my!fieldwork,!however,!for!I!also!encountered,!

if!less!frequently,!more!prosperous!respondents!in!nice!restaurants!in!elegant!areas!in!very!

different!settings.!This!even!included!invitations!to!regenerate!at!their!home!swimming!pool!

or!doing!part!of!the!interview!in!a!sauna!of!their!habitual!sport!centre,!as!occurred!in!London!

and!Quito.!These!different!types!of!relations!implied!different!positionality!interplays.!

Particularly! in! London! the! huge! contrasts! between! social! realities! were! quite!

impressive.!Typically,!this!might!involve!spending!the!day!in!Brixton!or!Elephant!and!Castle!

and! its! ethnic! restaurants! adjacent! to! the! underground! track! with! its! intrusive! noise! of!

trembling!walls,!and!then!changing!to!the!ultramodern!financial!district!near!Canary!Wharf,!

with! vertiginous! shiny! skyscrapers.! Getting! away! from! both! scarcity! and! abundance! and!

seeking! refuge! in! my! temporary! home! in! the! quiet,! residential! Mudchute! area! was!

fundamental!to!digest!the!daily!impressions!in!this!global!city!and!to!establish!some!emotional!

distance.!Turning!the!phone!in!flight!mode!for!a!while!was!also!vital,!in!order!to!be!saved!from!

the!overload!of!further!virtual!socializing.!!

The!final!Ecuadorian!fieldwork!was!somehow!more!“relaxed”,!which!was!a!relief!after!

the!intense!fieldwork!in!Europe.!Although!families!in!Ecuador!knew!that!I!was!there!because!

of!my!PhD! thesis,! they! treated!me!more!as!a! traveller! “que!se!pasea”! (that!goes!around),!
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making!me!visit!nice!places,!which!was!a!great!way!to!enjoy!and!explore!this!exotic!country.!

They!were!often!surprised!about!the!fact!that!as!a!woman!I!travelled!alone!and!at!my!age!I!

was!still!not!married!and!did!not!have!children.!They!sometimes!wanted!me!to!participate!in!

Skype!video!calls!with!migrants!in!Europe.!This!was!not!always!easy,!for!instance!when!there!

were! ongoing! relational! tensions! on! the! management! of! financial! resources! and! other!

concerns.!While! being! considered!migrants’! “friend”,! participants! in! Ecuador! received! and!

sometimes!hosted!me!in!a!friendly!way,!but!being!inMbetween!the!two!sides!was!sometimes!

delicate!as!well.!I!tried!to!maintain!a!neutral!position!on!their!concerns!or!specific!information!

about!the!two!sides,!for!example!by!avoiding!to!expose!certain!information,!and!fortunately!I!

did!not!have!particular!issues.!

Sometimes,! in! particular!with! respondents! of! the! same! age! (if! not! exclusively!with!

them),!a!deeper!rapport!developed!beyond!the!research!in!a!strict!sense,!partly!due!to!the!

fact!that!I!was!sucked!into!the!countless!research!challenges!of!fieldwork.!At!the!same!time,!

this!allowed!me!to!build!a!relationship!of!trust!and!win!more!detailed!information.!In!contrast!

to!a!friendship,!these!relations!did!not!necessarily!imply!a!sense!of!liking,!intimacy!and!mutual!

bonding!(Glesne!2008),!but!were!mainly!based!in!confidence!and!trust.!This!was!also!due!to!

the!fact!that!by!being!engaged!on!many!fronts,!including!contact!with!respondents!in!other!

countries,! not! much! room! was! left! for! developing! a! deeper! relationship.! Perhaps! it! also!

reflected! a! kind! of! ephemeral! interaction! common! in! today’s! multiMethnic! metropolis,!

strengthened!in!part!by!overMsocialization!through!virtual!tools.!

More! in! general! my! interactions! with! respondents! were! guided! by! emotional!

intelligence! (Collins! and! Cooper! 2014).70! However,! constantly! enhancing! empathy! and!

connection!through!intense!and!extended!fieldwork!and!readapting!to!different!contexts!was!

psychologically!and!physically!challenging,!also!considering!the!accumulation!of!information!

and!contacts.!Although!the!method!of!participant!observation!took!much!time!and!energy,!it!

helped!me!to!better!understand!the!social!and!spatial!dynamics,!becoming!more!familiar!with!

respondents! and! nourishing! trust.! Likewise,! the! strategy! of! not! immediately! interrogating!

certain! respondents! but! rather! approaching! them! more! slowly! through! ethnographic!

                                                
70! Beyond! the! objective! empiricism! of! cognitive! abilities! linked! to! the! intelligence! quotient! (IQ),! emotional!

intelligence!(EI)!or!competence!relates!to!the!ability!to!monitor!and!regulate!feelings!through!competencies!such!
as!selfMawareness,!selfMregulation,!motivation,!empathy!and!social!skills.!Thus,!it!is!the!capacity!for!recognizing!
our!own!feelings!and!those!in!others!with!the!aim!of!motivating!and!managing!our!relationships!and!ourselves.!
Its!key!areas!are!personal!competence!(determining!selfMmanagement)!and!social!competence!(determining!the!
handling!of!relationships)!(Collins!and!Cooper!2014).!
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methods,!while!gradually!establishing!a!relationship,!was!a!kind!of!risky!investment.!This!was!

due!to!the!fact!that!it!caused!feelings!of!uncertainty!about!not!addressing!all!the!aspects!that!

I!needed!for!the!research.!Fortunately,!this!happened!rarely,!obliging!me!to!exclude!certain!

cases!from!this!study.!

Regarding!my!positionality! in!terms!of!gender,!for!the!most!part!I!found!it!easier!to!

establish! the! first! approach!with!women! than!with!men.!Moreover,! in! conversations!with!

men,!I!had!the!impression!that!it!was!harder!for!them!to!talk!about!affective!concerns.!I!did!

not!run!into!sexual!harassment!concerns,!but!with!a!couple!of!men!I!experienced!an!awkward!

situation! in! their! ambiguous! way! of! communicating! with! me,! which! led! me! to! cut! the!

relationship!and!exclude!them!from!the!sample.!

A!concern!linked!to!ethical!issues!involves!reciprocation.!In!this!regard,!I!chose!not!to!

pay!respondents!any!money,!since!I!did!not!want!to!“buy”!their!participation,!with!the!aim!of!

avoiding! socially! constructed! information.! Still,! I! invited! them! to! join! me! in! bars! and!

restaurants! (although!male! respondents! often! refused! it)! or! sometimes! brought! food! and!

small!presents!(e.g.!mugs,!candles,!food,!etc.).!An!exception!regarding!money!occurred!with!a!

homeless! respondent! in! London,! whom! I! gave! some! money! to! buy! food! because! of! his!

extreme!poverty!situation.!

Other! issues! faced! during! the! fieldwork! were! linked! to! the! management! of!

relationships!and!positionality!with!different!and!sometimes!antagonist!groups!of!people.!In!

Barcelona,!this!concerned!some!men!of!the!religious!group!I!frequented,!who!opposed!the!

policies!of!the!Ecuadorian!government.!At!an!event!organized!by!the!Consulate!in!Barcelona,!

where!some!people!from!the!consulate!recognized!me,!these!men!were!sitting!next!to!me,!

making! critical! remarks! out! loud,!which!was! quite! awkward! for!me.! In! London,! longMtime!

settled!Ecuadorians!often!criticized!their!recently!arrived!compatriots!that!they!pejoratively!

called! “españoletes”! for! their! accent! and!what! they! saw! as! their! opportunism! in! claiming!

welfare!benefits.!However,!the!huge!London!distances!were!more!dispersive!and!I!did!not!run!

into!other!rivalries!of!this!kind!and!mostly!met!onward!migrants.!

Likewise,! it! was! sometimes! tricky! to! deal! with! the! religious! fervour! of! certain!

respondents,! such!as! the! leader!of! the! female! religious!group! in!Barcelona!who!had!great!

hopes!of!converting!me!and!did!not!appreciate!the!fact! that! I!spent!evenings!outside!(e.g.!

attending! music! events)! with! some! of! her! compatriots,! an! activity! not! permitted! by! her!

church.!It!was!also!quite!a!mental!challenge!for!me!to!spend!time!talking!about!the!Bible!and!
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visiting! churches! with! respondents! in! Spain! and! Ecuador! to! gain! a! better! sense! of! their!

everyday!reality.!

! !
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2.7!Conclusion!
!
!
In! this! chapter! I! covered! the! methodological! design! of! the! thesis! in! its! triangulation! of!

qualitative! methods,! trying! to! fill! the! gaps! of! current! research! on! transnational! families!

through!several!methods.!First,!I!gathered!data!both!in!origin!and!in!destination!countries,!in!

order!to!overcome!the!partiality!of!data!collection!on!only!one!side!of!transnational!family!life.!

Secondly,!I!carried!out!the!research!in!the!multiple!transnational!sites!covered!by!particular!

protective! arrangements,! providing! a! larger! picture! of! their! branching! in! contemporary!

families!and!contributing!to!the!few!existing!studies!using!such!demanding!research!design.!

Thirdly,!I!focused!on!the!complex!branching!of!the!extended!family!to!analyse!transnational!

provisions! between! family! members,! rather! than! on! a! monolithic! household! as! unit! of!

analysis.!At!the!same!time,!I!tried!to!acknowledge!my!selfMreflexivity!and!positionality!in!the!

different!research!sites!and!during!the!interactions!with!participants!by!taking!into!account!its!

various! dimensions! associated! with! ethnicity,! class,! education! and! gender.! Finally,! it! has!

become!clear!that!the!issue!of!confidentiality!and!trust!in!the!interactions!with!participants!is!

pivotal!to!research!on!transnational!families.!!!

!

!

!
! !
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CHAPTER!3!

SETTING!THE!CONTEXTS!
!
! !
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3.1!Introduction!!
!
!
This! chapter! describes! the! recent! historical! and! political! background! of! this! study,!

encompassing!three!countries:!Ecuador,!Spain!and!the!UK.!It!opens!in!3.2!with!an!overview!of!

Ecuadorian!migration,! first! by! providing! a! general! picture! of! it! throughout! the!world,! and!

subsequently! by! focussing! on! Spain! and! England,! two!major! countries! for!migration! from!

Ecuador.! The! migration! pattern! of! Ecuadorians! is! marked! by! recurrent! contextual!

destabilizations,! with! the! more! recent! 2008! recession! producing! ongoing! spatial!

reconfigurations!and!readjustments!of!TSP!arrangements.!

Next,!in!3.3,!I!discuss!the!social!protection!systems!in!the!three!countries!considered!

in!this!study.!To!this!end,!I!first!describe!their!social!security!system,!which!is!followed!by!a!

consideration!of!the!specific!schemes!addressed!to!migrants.!After!this!overview,! I!present!

the!five!different!domains!covered!in!this!study:!income,!healthcare,!housing,!education!and!

care,!while!also!acknowledging!the!interrelations!with!nonMstate!actors,!such!as!family,!the!

private!sector!and!the!third!sector.! In!doing!so,! I!examine!their!development!over!time,!as!

linked!to!contextual!circumstances,!including!the!effects!on!social!protection!arrangements!

associated!with!Ecuadorian!transnational!families.!!

!

! !
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3.2!Repeated!Destabilizations!Shaping!Ecuadorian!
Migration!!
!
Ecuadorian!migration!to!Europe!is!shaped!by!repeated!contextual!destabilizations.!First,!there!

is! the! financial! and! political! crisis! which! broke! out! in! Ecuador! at! the! end! of! the! 1990s,!

producing!a!massive!migration! flow,!which!after! the!previous! flow!to! the!US!redirected!to!

Europe,! Spain! in! particular,! as! of! the! early! 2000s.! However,! since! 2008! the! fairly! stable!

settlement!of!Ecuadorian!migrants! in! Spain!has!been!undermined!by! the!global! recession,!

which! represented! a!major! turning! point! and! seemed! like! an! echo! of! the! crisis! troubling!

Ecuador! a! decade! before.! To! cope! with! the! ensuing! constrained! circumstances,! many!

Ecuadorian!migrants!decided!to!move!again,!this!time!to!the!UK,!where!a!more!substantial!

Ecuadorian!community!has!been!present!since!the!1990s,!hoping!to!find!more!secure!labour!

conditions.!Several!years!after!their!arrival!in!the!UK,!however,!many!of!these!new!migrants,!

naturalized!as!Spaniards,!face!up!to!the!challenges!and!constraints!of!the!Brexit!measures.!!

!

3.2.1!Overview!of!the!Ecuadorian!International!Migration!!
!
Since! the! 1960s! there! have! been! emigration! flows! from! Ecuador! to! other! international!

destinations.!Apart!from!those!to!the!US,!which!until!2001!represented!the!main!destination!

context!mainly!for!economic!migrants,!several!other!migration!patterns!from!Ecuador!can!be!

discerned,!such!as!migration!of!Ecuadorians!with!a!higher!education!degree!to!Canada!since!

the!1970s,!and!migration!of! lowMskilled!and!undocumented!migrants!to!Germany!since!the!

1980s.!Although!these!emigrations!flows!were!smaller!than!at!the!end!of!the!millennium,!they!

were! fairly! steady! and! triggered! by! the! neoliberal! adjustment! policies! in! Ecuador! and! the!

external!debt!crisis!of!1983.!

Between!1997!and!2000!Ecuador!experienced!a! severe! financial! and!political! crisis,!

peaking!in!1999.!The!problems!were!linked!to!a!financial!default!following!the!dollarization,!

the!devaluation!of!the!local!currency!(sucre)!and!the!collapse!of!the!banking!system,!as!well!

as! a! political! crisis! related! to! ruling! class! corruption.! This! produced! massive! emigration!

between!1998!and!2003,!mainly!consisting!of!economic!migrants!in!their!twenties!and!thirties!

from!both!sexes.!In!terms!of!their!socioMeconomic!background,!most!were!from!groups!with!

an!income!above!the!poverty!line.!They!originated!from!the!Ecuadorian!coast!and!sierra,!but!

also!from!the!regions!of!Azuay!and!Cuenca!(Ramírez!2010;!Ramírez!and!Ramírez!2005).!



!122!

Initially,! this! exodus! was! more! geared! towards! the! United! States.! Because! of! this!

country’s!stricter!migration!policies!after!the!9/11!attacks!in!2001,!however,!and!also!because!

of!the!quite!favourable!entry!conditions!represented!by!the!absence!of!a!visa!requirement!in!

Southern!Europe,!the!main!flow!of!migration!shifted!towards!Spain!and!Italy.!As!a!result!of!the!

progressive!settlement!in!Europe,!the!Ecuadorian!community!became!one!of!the!largest!LatinM

American!migrant!groups!in!Europe!(FLACSO!and!UNFPA,!2008).!Between!1996!and!2001!Spain!

became!the!main!receiving!country!for!Ecuadorians!(49.5%),71!while!other!Andean!migrants!

are!importantly!concentrated!in!Spain!as!well!(BabyMCollin,!Cortes,!and!Miret!2009a,!2009b),!

followed!by!the!US!(27%)!and!Italy!(10%).!In!terms!of!total!volume,!however,!most!Ecuadorian!

migrants!are!still!living!in!the!US!today!(Herrera,!Torres,!and!Carrillo!2005).!!

In!2008,!one!decade!after!the!economic!crisis!in!Ecuador,!Ecuadorian!migrants!in!Spain!

were!faced!with!a!new!economic!crisis,!this!time!at!a!global!level.!This!turning!point!for!world!

migration!flows!produced!a!reversal!of!migration!patterns!for!Ecuador,!as!for!the!first!time!the!

net! inward! migration! was! larger! than! the! outward! migration! (Ramírez! 2010).! Ecuador!

nevertheless!continued!to!be!a!major!country!of!emigrants,!in!this!respect!still!ranking!third!

in!South!America!in!2015!(IOM!2018).!The!global!recession!seriously!affected!the!economies!

of!Southern!Europe,!producing!a!reconfiguration!of!the!migration!flow!of!Ecuadorians,!which!

seems! to! have! been! sustained! in! particular! from! Spain,!where!many! Ecuadorian!migrants!

successfully! integrated! and! also! became! naturalized! citizens.! The! emerging! or! already!

“familiar”!contexts!of!such!subsequent!migration!involved!a!range!of!countries,!including!the!

UK! (McIlwaine! and! Bunge! 2016),! France,! Germany,! Italy,! Switzerland,! Belgium,! the! USA,!

Algeria!and!Norway!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015),!but!as!of!yet!these!more!recent!movements!have!

received!little!scholarly!attention.!!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

                                                
71!https://www.ecuadorencifras.gob.ec/baseMdeMdatosMcensoMdeMpoblacionMyMviviendaM2001/!
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Figure!n.!21.!Ecuadorian!migration!in!the!world!

!

Conception:!Polina!Palash.!Realization:!Patrick!Pentsch,!Aix!Marseille!Université,!2019.!

Source:! United! Nations,! Population! Division,! International! Migration,! International!

Migration!Stock,!1990W2017
72
!

!
! !

                                                
72!See:!https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/index.asp!
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3.2.2!Ecuadorian!Migration!in!Spain!
!
In!Spain,!two!main!stages!of!Ecuadorian!migration!can!be!distinguished:!before!and!after!the!

2008!recession,!which!therefore!serves!as!a!turning!point!in!this!context.!I!will!discuss!both!

stages!in!more!detail!below.!!

!

3.2.2.1!1998d2008:!Settlement!and!Integration!!
!

Although!for!a!long!time!Spain!was!mainly!a!country!of!emigration,!since!the!economic!boom!

at!the!end!of!the!1980s!until!2007,!an!exponential!immigration!growth!occurred!in!Spain.!After!

the!end!of!the!Franco!dictatorship!and!the!ensuing!restoration!of!democracy!and!European!

integration! in! the! 1980s,! Spain! underwent! various! social! transformations.! Women! more!

importantly!integrated!in!the!labour!market,!while!the!internal!migrations!which!previously!

supplied!labour!in!big!cities!decreased,!and!this!in!turn!produced!a!large!need!for!all!sorts!of!

workers! and! professionals! from! elsewhere.! Unlike! migrants! from! the! nearby! Maghreb!

countries,!migrants!from!Latin!America!were!quite!welcome!in!Spain!due!to!their!linguistic,!

religious! and! cultural! proximity! (Izquierdo! et! al.! 2002).! Migrants! from! Spain’s! previous!

colonies! benefitted! from! favourable! naturalization! schemes,!with! the! requirement! of! two!

years!of!legal!residence!instead!of!the!ten!years!which!applied!to!other!migrant!groups.!This!

was! also! expressed! in! the! IberoMAmerican! Multilateral! Agreement! on! Social! Security!

implemented!in!2007,!ensuring!the!portability!of!pension!rights!between!Latin!America,!Spain!

and!Portugal.73!Moreover,!between!the!1990s!and!2005,!several!regulations!were!adopted!in!

Spain!to!boost!the!supply!of!labour!from!elsewhere!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015).!!

For! people! from! crisisMridden! Ecuador,! Spain! became! the!main! destination! country!

between!1996!and!2001,!and!by!2004!Ecuadorians!made!up!the!largest!group!of!migrants!in!

Spain:!475,698!persons!(Jokisch!and!Pribilsky!2002).!At!that!time,!most!migrants!originated!

from!urban!areas!and!they!were!predominantly!young!(62%!between!ages!15!and!34,!and!21%!

between! 35! and! 40,! INE! 2001),! middle! class! and! had! an! advanced! secondary! education!

background.74!Social!networks!were!important!in!this!migration!flow,!with!a!prominent!role!

of! women! as! pioneers! of! migration! chains,! which! implied! a! change! with! respect! to! the!

previous! masculine! migration! pattern! (Pedone! 2006).! Ecuadorian! migration! in! Spain! was!

                                                
73!See!http://www.oiss.org!
74!https://www.ecuadorencifras.gob.ec/baseMdeMdatosMcensoMdeMpoblacionMyMviviendaM2001/!
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initially! concentrated! mainly! in! the! metropolitan! areas! of! Madrid! and! Barcelona,! and!

secondarily! in! the! provinces! of! Valencia,! Alicante,! Murcia! and! Almería.! During! this! initial!

period!of!settlement,!these!migrants—many!of!whom!were!still!undocumented—filled!in!the!

demand! for! a! cheap! and! flexible! workforce! in! Spain,! subject! to! the! labour! informality!

characteristic!of!specific!niches,!such!as!in!particular!the!domestic!sector,!which!exposed!them!

to! vulnerability! and! exploitation.! No! wonder,! then,! their! trajectories! were! marked! by!

downward!mobility!and!gendered! integration! into!the! labour!market! (Herrera,!Torres,!and!

Carrillo!2005;!Iglesias!et!al.!2015).!

In!2003!more!restrictive!policies!were!adopted;!a!visa!was!now!required!to!enter!the!

country,! which! complicated! the! processes! of! migration! and! reunification.! Despite! a!

consequent!decrease!of!the!migration!flow!from!Ecuador,!as!many!as!125,000!Ecuadorians!

legalized! their! status! in! 2005! in! the! context! of! the! last! massive! regulatory! process!

implemented!in!Spain!(Gómez!Ciriano,!Tornos!Cubillo!and!Colectivo!IOE!2007).!Although!at!

this!stage!more!than!60%!of!Ecuadorians!(and!66%!of!women)!had!children!“left!behind”!in!

the!origin!country!(IOM!2011),!a!family!reunification!process!was!underway.!After!2003!it!is!

possible!to!observe!a!settlement!trend!and!socioMeconomic!improvements!for!this!community,!

including!improved!integration!into!the!labour!market!and!aspirations!of!social!mobility.75!This!

is! reflected! by! various! parameters,! such! as! legalized! status! and! high! naturalization! rates,!

family! reunification,! full! incorporation! into! the! welfare! and! education! systems,! home!

purchase,!and!better! living!and! residential! conditions! (Iglesias!et!al.!2015;!Oso!2011).!Still,!

despite!improved!labour!conditions!and!to!a!certain!extent!more!qualified!occupations,!the!

greater!part!of!Ecuadorians!continued!to!experience!precariousness,!downward!mobility!and!

ethnic!segmentation!(Reher!2009;!Colectivo!IOE!2007;!Iglesias!2010).!

At!this!mature!stage!of!settlement,!family!structures!of!Ecuadorians!in!Spain!mainly!

involved!couples!with!or!without!children! (80.3%),!and!to!a! lesser!extent!single!parents!or!

single!member! households! (respectively! 12%! and! 7.8%,! see! Reher! 2009).!Meanwhile,! the!

average!age!dropped!to!27!and!a!greater!gender!balance!could!be!observed!(INE!2008).!As!

concerns!the!geographic!distribution!of!this!community,!the!metropolitan!area!of!Barcelona!

and!the!Eastern!part!of!Spain!was!gaining!in!prominence,!together!with!other!scattered!areas!

                                                
75! Although! a! certain! degree! of! upward!mobility! could! be! observed! in! those! periods,!with! improved! labour!
conditions,!as!well!as!more!qualified!and!in!certain!cases!ethnically!segmented!occupations,!the!greater!part!of!
Ecuadorians!continued!to!experience!precariousness!and!downward!mobility!(Reher!2009;!Colectivo!IOE!2007;!
Iglesias!2010).!!
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where! more! reduced! population! groups! of! Ecuadorians! were! concentrated! (BabyMCollin,!

Cortes,!and!Miret!2009a,!2009b).!!

Since! the! first! years! abroad,! Ecuadorians!maintained! strong! transnational! ties!with!

families! “back! home”,! and! they! enjoyed!much! freedom! in! travelling! there! owing! to! their!

Spanish! citizenship! (Herrera,! Torres,! and!Carrillo! ! 2005;! Iglesias! et! al.! 2015).! This!was! also!

reflected!by!their!financial!support!to!the!origin!areas,!which!at!this!initial!migration!stage!was!

mainly!addressed!to!children!and!their!caregivers! (Parella!2007;!Olivié!et!al.!2008;!Herrera!

2013).!In!2005!Ecuador!was!the!main!recipient!of!money!transfers!from!Spain!(22.5%!of!the!

total!flow!of!remittances,!Reher!2009).!Like!the!evidence!on!financial!transfers!to!other!origin!

contexts,! these!were!mostly!meant! to! cover!basic!needs!of!migrants’! families!and!current!

expenses! (Acosta,! López!and!Villamar!2006;!Olivié,!Ponce!and!Onofa!2008;!González!et!al.!

2009).!!

!

3.2.2.2!From!2008:!Crisis!and!Reconfigurations!!
!
The!rather!successful! trajectory!of!settlement,! integration!and!stability!of!Ecuadorians!was!

interrupted!by!the!recession!starting!in!2008,!implying!an!implosion!of!the!Spanish!economic!

growth! and! a! housing! crisis.! This! seriously! affected! various! social! protection! areas! of!

Ecuadorians,!as!will!be!described!below,!with!effects!on!their!employment!and!several!related!

social,!economic!and!legal!issues.!At!that!stage,!the!Ecuadorian!migrants!in!Spain!were!largely!

all!of!working!age,!between!16!and!44!years!old! (69%),!with!only!1%!of! them!over!age!65!

(Iglesias!et!al.! 2015).76!A!key! issue!burdening!migrants!was! the!property! investments! they!

made!in!Spain!during!the!years!of!economic!boom,!for!many!of!them!suffered!losses!because!

often!their!precarious!income!was!not!high!enough!to!pay!for!the!impressive!increase!of!their!

mortgage!rates! (Herrera!and!Pérez!2018;!Entrena!et!al.!2013).!Despite! the! implied!greater!

sacrifices!and!their!decreased!economic!capacity,!in!the!first!years!after!the!financial!collapse!

in!Spain,!many!migrants!continued!to!support!their!families!in!Ecuador!(Herrera!2012;!Iglesias!

et!al.!2015).!As!shown!by!data!from!BCE!(2017),!money!flows!from!Spain!to!Ecuador!decreased!

in!the!period!2007M2017,!especially!between!2014M2015!(showing!a!slight!recovery!later!on).!

While! coping!with!prolonged!hardships,! at! this!mature! stage!of! their! settlement! in!

Spain,! mostly! middleMaged! migrants! had! to! question! the! sustainability! of! their! migration!

                                                
76!The!estimations!of!Iglesias!and!colleagues!refer!to!a!survey!of!1200!respondents!conducted!in!2014!(EPOERE,!
Encuesta!a!la!Población!de!Origen!Ecuatoriano!Residente!en!España).!
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project.!This!led!to!a!reorganization!of!their!migratory!project!and!the!spatial!distribution!of!

their! families.! Despite! the! incentives! of! return! schemes! of! both! sending! and! receiving!

governments,! their! impact! is! rather!marginal! because! such! flows! largely! have! an! informal!

basis.!Rather!than!returning!to!the!origin!country,!the!greater!part!of!Ecuadorians!preferred!

to!cope!with!their!difficulties!in!Spain!(Boccagni!and!Lagomarsino!2011;!Iglesias!et!al.!2015),!

which!also!seemed!to!be!motivated!by!their!distrust!in!the!Ecuadorian!political!and!economic!

system! that! prompted! the!massive!migration! in! the! 1990s! to! begin!with.! It! is! possible! to!

identify!three!main!decisions!of!Ecuadorians!in!response!to!the!crisis:!perpetuation!of!their!

situation,!“wait!and!see”!and!return/reMmigration.!Return!decisions!were!influenced!by!the!

evaluation!of!the!various!macro!and!micro!factors!connected!with!Spain!and!Ecuador!(Iglesias!

2017).!These! included,! first,! the! structural! conditions! linked! to!employment!and!economic!

factors,!as!well!as!social!and!political!factors!(like!welfare!systems,!levels!of!insecurity,!political!

stability,!the!degree!of!hostility!towards!migrants,!migrant!policies).!Although!suffering!from!

the!crisis,!migrants!still!considered!Spain!as!offering!better!opportunities,!in!terms!of!wages!

and!welfare!protection.!Other! factors!were!related!to!socioMcultural!aspects! linked!to!their!

rootedness!in!Spain!and!family!ties,!such!as!their!children’s!attachment!to!this!country!(see!

also!Boccagni!and!Lagomarsino!2011).!

Estimations!on!the!number!of!those!who!decided!to!return,!in!particular!after!2009,!

range! from!65,000! to! 85,000!people.!Although!being! significant,! these! estimations!do!not!

imply!a!massive!return!“exodus”,!as!claimed!by!the!media!and!political!actors!in!both!the!origin!

and! the! receiving! contexts! (Moreno! and! Álvarez! 2017).! Such! readjustments! of! family!

arrangements!are!shaped!both!by!normative!contexts!and!family!negotiations!on!productive!

(job)!and!reproductive!(care)!aspects,!and!their!decisions!were!not!merely!guided!by!economic!

motives,! but! also,! importantly,! by! social! and! affective! reasons! (Sanz! 2015).! Return! was!

managed! selectively,! in! terms! of! generational! and! gender! specificities.! Because! the!

construction!sector!was!badly!affected,!men!more!often!found!themselves!unemployed,!while!

the! care! sector!better! resisted! the!effects!of! recession,! and!men! therefore!engaged!more!

often! in! returns! and! circular! migrations! (Herrera! 2012;! Arango,!Mora,! and! Alonso! 2014).!

Actually,!the!return!of!children!to!Ecuador!would!potentially!involve!a!reliving!of!their!parents’!

economic! pressures! in! Spain,!while! returned! families!might! have! to! cope!with! scarcity! of!

resources! because! of! the! rent! to! be! paid! for! their! flats! in! Spain,! which! underscores! the!

transience!of!their!mobility!(Herrera!2016;!Pedone,!Echeverri!and!Araujo!2012).!
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The!postMcrisis!reconfiguration!of!migration!flows!also!included!the!option!to!move!on!

to!new!destination!contexts,!helped!by!social!networks!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015;!Ramos!2018a,!b;!

Mas!2016).!Around!60%!of!the!Ecuadorian!migrants!had!formally!become!citizens!of!Spain!by!

2015!(Ramos!et!al.!2018),!and!this!certainly!widened!their!options!when!they!decided!to!move!

elsewhere,!which!initially!they!mostly!did!on!a!temporary!base!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015;!Sanz!2015).!

This!may!be!linked!not!only!to!their!close!family!ties!and!spheres!of!interest!in!Spain,!but!also!

to!the!sizable!material!and!human!costs!of!starting!over!again.77!

!

3.2.3!Ecuadorian!Migration!in!the!UK!
!
Two!main! Ecuadorian!migration! stages! can! be! distinguished! for! Britain! as! well.! ! The! first!

migration! flow! from! Ecuador! started! in! the! 1970s,! and! later! on,! due! to! stricter!migration!

policies,! it!also!implied!transits!via!Spain.!The!second!migration!flow,!involving!Ecuadorians!

from!Spain,! is! linked! to! the! global! economic! crisis!which!began! in! 2008! and! caused!many!

Ecuadorian!migrants,!who!had!meanwhile!become!Spanish!citizens,!to!decide!to!try!their!luck!

in!the!UK.!!

Solid!data!on! the!size! the!Ecuadorian!community! in! the!UK!are!hardly!available! for!

diverse! reasons.! First,! the!UK! does! not! have! a! formal! universal! registration! system! for! its!

resident!population.78!Secondly,!the!Census!in!Britain!does!not!recognize!Latin!Americans!as!

a! separate! group.! Thirdly,! an! important! part! of!migrants! of! this! first!migration! flow!were!

undocumented,!remaining!invisible.!Fourthly,!many!of!them!migrated!to!the!UK!on!a!European!

passport,!mainly!(but!not!uniquely)!from!Spain,!and!this!is!not!easily!traceable!in!statistics.!The!

recent!more!accurate!estimation!of!McIlwaine!and!Bunge! (2016)79! suggests! that! there!are!

8739! Ecuadorians! in! the!UK! (England,!Wales! and! Scotland),! representing! the! third! largest!

group!of!Latin!Americans!in!the!UK,!after!Brazilians!and!Colombians!(see!also!McIlwaine!et!al.!

2011).!

Like!other!Latin!Americans,!Ecuadorians!are!part!of!“new!migrant!groups”!in!the!UK,!

recently!attracting!greater!attention!from!scholars,!and!London!is!their!main!destination!area.!

                                                
77!See!for!example!chapter!6,!from!page!237.!
78In!the!UK!a!number!of!administrative!systems!(such!as!the!Home!Office,!the!Department!for!Work!and!Pensions,!
the!National!Health!Service!and!the!Department!for!Education!and!Skills)!provide!information!on!migrants,!but!
they!are!not!reliable!for!estimating!the!size!of!the!population!(McIlwaine!et!al.!2011).!
79! It! draws! on!multiple! data! sets! such! as! the!more! updated! 2011! Census,! second! generation! figures,! Latin!
Americans!who!have!arrived!between!2012!and!2013,!Latin!Americans!with!EU!passports,!and!information!on!
undocumented!migrants!between!2012!and!2013.!!
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This!multicultural!global!metropolis!attracts!migrants!for!job!opportunities!and!support!from!

established! coMethnic! groups! and! thirdMsector! organizations! (e.g.! information! and! job!

opportunities)!(James!2005;!McIlwaine!2011;!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016).!

!

3.2.3.1!Pred2008!Recession!Flow!from!Ecuador!and!Spain!
!
Latin! American! migration! to! the! UK! started! in! the! 1970s,! especially! as! refugees,! with!

Colombians,!Ecuadorians!and!Brazilians!being!the!most!prominent!groups.!Ecuadorians!are!

among!the!most!numerous!and!longestMestablished!Latin!American!communities!in!the!UK,!

the!more!sustained!migration!flow!in!this!first!phase!taking!place!during!the!1980s!and!1990s!

(McIlwaine!et!al.!2011).! In!the!1970s!and!1980s!the!UK!was!adopting!tougher! immigration!

regulations,!which!particularly!affected!refugees,!asylum!seekers!and!family!migrants.!They!

were!the!target!of!stricter!entry!requirements!and!limited!social!rights!(Hemerijck!et!al.!2013).!

As!a!consequence,!many!Latin!American!migrants!who!moved!to!this!country!between!the!

1970s!and!2000s!were!undocumented.!Some!of!those!with!Ecuadorian!roots!moved!to!the!UK!

via!Spain!(McIlwaine!2011).!

Several!smallMscale!qualitative!studies!focusing!on!longMtime!established!Ecuadorians!

in!England!examine!issues!such!as!identity,!multiMcultural!integration!and!psychological!wellM

being! (James! 2005;! OrellanaMDamacela! 2012;! Grzech! 2013).! They! highlight! diverse!

socioeconomic! challenges,! linked! to! their! undocumented! status,! language! problems,!

deskilling,! reduced!network!and!psychological!distress.!This! is!also!shown! in!a!quantitative!

study! by! Spence! (2005),! which! finds! that! Ecuadorian! migrants! experience! the! strongest!

downward!mobility!among!Latin!Americans!in!the!UK.!

!

3.2.3.2!Onward!Postdcrisis!Move!from!Spain!
!
Latin!American!migration!also!includes!secondary!moves!from!Southern!European!countries,!

such! as! Spain! and,! to! a! lesser! extent,! Italy! and! Portugal! as! a! consequence! of! the! 2008!

recession,! and! thus!motivated! by! economic! reasons! (McIlwaine! 2011).! As!McIlwaine! and!

Bunge!(2016)80!show,!there!is!also!another!more!recent!migration!flow!of!Ecuadorians!to!the!

                                                
80! Their! study! considers! a! survey! of! 400!onward! Latin!American!migrants! (OLAs)! and! 28! followMup,! inMdepth!
interviews.!In!the!UK!OLAs!are!concentrated!in!London,!especially!in!Southwark!and!Lambeth.!As!regards!their!
socioMeconomic!profile,!they!are!mostly!of!working!age!and!more!likely!to!be!female,!more!than!half!are!married!
or!coMhabiting!of!which!almost!threeMquarters!have!children,!while!over!a!third!have!a!universityMlevel!education!
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UK!which!originates!in!Spain.81!The!average!length!of!stay!of!OLAs!(Onward!Latin!Americans)!

in!Spain!is!nine!years,!with!Madrid!as!the!most!common!city!of!origin,!followed!by!Barcelona!

and!Valencia.!In!their!study!Ecuadorians!are!among!those!leaving!Spain!for!the!UK!in!largest!

numbers,!when!compared!to!other!Latin!American!migrants,!and!at!this!point!they!represent!

the!second!largest!group!of!Latinos!in!the!UK!(after!Colombians).!Their!economic!hardships!

also!relate!to!their!implication!in!mortgaged!properties!affected!by!the!collapse!of!the!housing!

market!in!Spain,!where!they!have!debts!and!family!ties.!

Evidence! on! money! transfers! from! the! UK! shows! considerable! economic! flows! to!

Ecuador!in!the!period!2007M2017,!doubling!in!a!decade!from!$3,336,600!at!the!end!of!2007!to!

$6,703,100! in! 2017.! Also,! this! indicator! plausibly! reflects! the! growing! importance! of! the!

Ecuadorian!community!in!this!emerging!European!context!(BCE!2017).82!!

In!England!Ecuadorians!are!mainly!employed! in! the!London!cleaning!sector! (60%! in!

McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016),! including!men,!which!sometimes!implies!gender!tensions!(see!

also!Ramos!2018a).!Their!labour!trajectories!are!marked!by!downward!occupational!mobility!

in! the! lowestMpaid!and!poorest!status! jobs,!and!progressive!“onward!precarity”! (McIlwaine!

and!Bunge!2019;!see!also!McIlwaine!et!al.!2011).!Lack!of!English!skills!is!a!significant!barrier!in!

their!socioeconomic!incorporation,!increasing!labour!segregation.!Contrary!to!their!longMtime!

settled!compatriots!who!remained!undocumented!for!an!extensive!period,!migrants!recently!

moving!from!Spain!are!mostly!dual!SpanishMEcuadorian!citizens.83!However,! in!a!context!of!

Brexit,! this!does!not! represent!a! full! advantage,! since! they!are! faced!with!exclusions! from!

welfare! provisions,! making! their! integration! more! difficult! and! further! exposing! them! to!

vulnerability!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2019;!Mas!2016).!The!migration!career!acquired!through!

the!first!migration!experience!is!useful,!however,!for!compensating!constraints!of!this!second!

move!(Herrera!2012;!Ramos!2018b).!As!established!in!a!study!by!Ramos!(2018a),!lifeMcourse!

                                                
(although!they!are!less!wellMeducated!than!the!wider!Latin!American!population!in!London),!and!almost!half!of!
them!speak!little!or!no!English!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016).!
81!As!Ramos!(2018a)!argues,!quantifying!the!numbers!of!Spanish!citizens!living!in!the!UK!is!challenging,!and!even!
harder!to!estimate!for!onward!migrants.!A!solution!is!to!combine!Spanish!data!with!data!from!the!British!National!
Insurance!Number! (Nino)! registration,!because!all! EU!migrants!arriving! in! the!UK!are! required! to!apply! for!a!
National!Insurance!Number!in!order!to!be!able!to!work!legally.!However,!Nino!registration!only!accounts!for!the!
country!of! origin! (in! terms!of! the!passport! used! for! the! application),! not! distinguishing! individuals! born! in! a!
different!country.!!
82!Nevertheless,!data!of!the!Ecuadorian!Central!Bank!also!show!a!decreasing!trend!between!2014M2015,!which,!
interestingly,!corresponds!to!a!related!decline!of!money!sent!from!Spain.!Following!this!drop,!as!this!same!data!
source!shows,!money!transfers!from!both!Spain!and!the!UK!slightly!recovered!in!the!past!two!years.!!
83!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!(2016)!find!that!the!greater!part!of!onward!Ecuadorian!migrants!entered!the!UK!with!
tourist!visas!(92%),!generally!on!an!EU!passport!(93%),!mainly!a!Spanish!one!(96%).!!
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junctures!shape!the!trajectories!of!onward!Ecuadorian!migrants!who!moved!from!the!Iberian!

country,!which!specifically!implies!different!attitudes!among!mature!reluctant!movers,!midM

life!career!advancement!migrants!and!young!independenceMseeking!migrants.!

The!coexistence!with!established!Latin!Americans!and!their!compatriots!in!London!is!

not! fluid,! due! to! antagonism! and! social! boundaries,! which! is! also! perceived! with!

autochthonous!Spaniards! (Ramos!et!al.!2018,!p.!75M76).!As!argued! in!a! study!by!McCarthy!

(2019),! however,! in! contrast! to! autochthonous! Spaniards,! recent! Latin! American!migrants!

from! Spain! ! are!more! likely! to! establish! themselves! permanently! in! the! United! Kingdom,!

despite!the!unfavourable!Brexit!context.!

!
! !
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3.3!Overview!of!the!Social!Protection!Systems!
!
The! following! sections! present! an! overview! of! the! three! social! protection! systems! of! the!

considered!countries,!in!their!evolution!in!time.!For!this!aim,!for!each!country!I!describe!the!

specific!national!social!security!systems,!as!well!as!the!social!protection!schemes!and!policies!

addressed!to!migrants.!Next,! for!each!country! I!zoom!in!on!the!five!main!social!protection!

areas!addressed!in!this!study:!income,!healthcare,!housing,!education!and!care.!I!also!consider!

nonMstate!social!protection!sources!such!as!private!and!third!sector,!as!well!as!informal!family!

resources!and!existing!transnational!schemes.!

!

3.3.1!Ecuador!
!
The! Ecuadorian!welfare! system! arose! at! the! beginning! of! the! previous! century,! and! until!

recently! it! mainly! covered! a! limited! privileged! part! of! the! population.! After! having! been!

subject!to!neoliberal!adjustment!policies!in!the!1980s,!with!an!impact!on!its!social!protection!

provision,! at! the! end! of! the! 1990s! it! was! negatively! affected! further! by! the! national!

“modernization”!policies!with! the! same! ideological!orientation!and! financial!default.!More!

recently,!in!the!period!coinciding!with!the!global!economic!recession,!the!welfare!state!has!

been!subject!to!reforms!fuelled!by!the!“Citizen!Revolution”.!Nevertheless,!these!measures!did!

not!lead!to!major!improvements!as!hardly!any!structural!changes!were!implemented.!In!2014!

social!spending!was!in!fact!reduced!due!to!economic!difficulties,!and!social!inequalities!largely!

persist.!As!a!result,!informal!family!resources!and!migrants’!provisions!from!abroad!are!crucial!

(Acosta!et!al.!2006;!Viteri!2008;!Boccagni!2011).!A!gap!exists!in!the!mainstream!institutional!

literature!on!the!Ecuadorian!social!protection!system!with!respect!to!nonMstate!actors,!which!

would!be!suitable!to!more!comprehensively!acknowledge!its!configuration.!For!this!reason,!

this!overview!extensively!draws!on!Naranjo’s!(2014)!contribution.!

!

3.3.1.1!The!Ecuadorian!Social!Security!System!!
!
The! Ecuadorian! welfare! regime! can! be! considered! as! “informalMfamiliarist”,! with! a! high!

informality!of! labour!market,!weakness!of! the!state!and!a!key! role!of! the!extended! family!

when!it!comes!to!safeguarding!against!risks!(Franzoni!2008;!Herrera!2013).!The!social!security!

system!was!set!up!in!1928,!at!that!time!covering!workers!of!the!public!and!banking!sector,!as!

well!as!teachers,!and,!as!of!1935,!privateMsector!workers!(PeñaMJarrin!2018).!As!Naranjo!(2014)!



! 133!

points!out,! the!economic! crises,! instability! and! structural! adjustment!measures! in! the! LAC!

region! (Latin! America! and! the! Caribbean)! in! the! 1980s! have! not! spared! Ecuador,! where!

neoliberal!policies!conditioned!by!World!Bank!loans!have!led!to!a!reduction!in!social!spending!

and!coverage,!and!a!privatization!process!of!public!provisions.!The!conservative!government!

in!power!from!1992!to!1996!promoted!structural!reforms!to!“modernize”!the!state,!adopting!

social! security! reform! in! the!areas!of!oldMage!pensions!and!health.! In! the!1990s,!despite!a!

relative! increase! in! social! spending! and!economic! stability! (started! in! 1992),! several! social!

protection!areas!such!as!education,!healthcare!and!living!conditions!in!general!worsened.!!

After! the! financial! crisis! of! 1999,! the! Ecuadorian! economy! slowly! recovered! in! the!

decade!between!2002!and!2012,!with!a!steady!increase!in!social!investments.!This!resulted!in!

programs!aimed!to!reduce!poverty!and!expand!access!to!health,!basic!education!and!food,!

with!social!compensation!schemes!based!on!cash!transfers,!in!an!attempt!to!improve!the!life!

conditions!and!overcome!inequality!(ILO!2015).!

From!2007,!sparked!by!Rafael!Correa’s!“Citizen!Revolution”,!the!Ecuadorian!welfare!

state! experienced! transformations,! with! as! its! ideological! underpinning! the! “Good! Living”!

(Buen! Vivir! or! Sumak! Kawsay)! approach.! The! 2008! Constitution,! replacing! those! of! 1998,!

stipulated! education,! health,! housing,! employment! and! social! security! as! universal! rights!

(Carranza!and!Cisneros!2014).!The!new!administration! focused!on!reviving! the!protagonist!

role!of!the!State!in!terms!of!a!universal,!centralized!and!sectorMbased!delivery!of!public!social!

services,!with!social!policy!reforms!focused!on!economic!and!social!inclusion!(e.g.!expansion!

of! subsidy! schemes).! The! two! major! recent! social! policy! reforms! addressed! institutional!

reorganization,!with!an!expansion!of!the!bureaucratic!structure,!and!strengthened!financing!

of! social! actions,! in! spite! of! private! and! mixed! schemes.! Some! benefits! (like! the! Human!

Development! Benefit)! have! been! increased! through! expanded! coverage,! and! some!

improvements!have!been!made!to!social!services!infrastructure!and!facilities,!in!particular!in!

the!domains!of!health!and!education.!Nevertheless,!this!impetus!decreased!as!of!2014,!when!

the!Ecuadorian!economy!which!significantly!depends!on!oil!exports,!faced!drastic!reductions,!

resulting! in! economic! difficulties! and! cutbacks! in! social! spending.! This! produced! a! greater!

dependence! of! vulnerable! population! groups! on! private! transfers! addressed! to! overcome!

poverty!(World!Bank!and!MIES!2019).!

More!in!general,!the!Ecuadorian!welfare!system!struggled!with!important!challenges!

regarding! the! quality,! availability! and! timeliness! of! social! services,! which! have! the! same!
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eligibility!criteria!and!delivery!mechanisms.!The!redistribution!effects!of!reforms!and!social!

policies!between!2007!and!2012!have!been!restricted,!especially!for!underprivileged!rural!and!

marginalized! urban! populations! in! the!major! cities,! suffering! persistent! inequalities.84! The!

social!welfare!structure!still!reflects!the!protection!matrix!which!has!marked!it!since!the!1980s,!

in! terms!of!political! clientelism!and!a! shortMterm!capacity! for! resource!allocation,! and! it! is!

financed! through! irregular! and! temporary! sources.! Furthermore,! the! complex! institutional!

framework! presents! difficulties! in! coordination,! and! information! measuring! the! effective!

impact! of! policy! interventions! is! opaque.! Consequently,! while! privileged! groups! of! the!

population!can!ensure!their!needs!through!private!providers,!humble!population!groups!have!

to!cope!with!the!persisting!constraints.!Regarding!third!sector!participation,!Lima!and!LópezM

Parra! (2017)!point!out! that!despite! the!governmental! rhetoric!on! the! importance!of! social!

dimension,! the! scope!of!ONGs!have!been! limited,!mirroring! the! state’s! vertical! regulatory!

system.!

The! Ecuadorian! social! security! system! can! be! characterized! on! the! one! hand! by!

universal! interventions! in! the!education!and!healthcare!sectors,!and!on!the!other!hand!by!

specific!social!welfare!programs!targeted!at!the!poorest!populations.!It!combines!four!types!

of! state! interventions:! (i)! contributory! social! protection;! (ii)! nonMcontributory! social!

protection;! (iii)! regular! sectoral! interventions! (economic! and! social! inclusion,! health,!

education,!housing!and!urban!development!and!employment);!and!(iv)! incomeMdistribution!

policies.!The!system!is!structured!around!several!institutions!and!interrelated!regimes,!among!

which! the! general! one! is! the! Ecuadorian! Social! Security! Institute! of! Ecuador! (Instituto!

Ecuatoriano! de! Seguridad! Social! –! IESS)! (Naranjo! 2014).! Family!members! of! affiliated! are!

generally! not! ensured,! except! for! very! basic! coverage;! in! the! case! of! IESS,! coverage! only!

recently!was!extended!to!children!under!six!years!of!age!and!spouses,!enabling!them!to!access!

healthcare! services! (Lucio! et! al.! 2011).! IESS! contributory! benefits! encompass! oldMage! and!

(temporal)! disability! pensions,! widow’s! pension,! medical! care,! maternity! care,! funeral!

assistance,!access!to!the!reserve!and!unemployment!fund,!access!to!mortgage!loans.!On!the!

other! hand,! among! the! nonMcontributory! provisions! the!Human!Development! Benefit! and!

Emergency! Benefit! help! to! improve! healthcare! and! education.! The!main! challenge! of! the!

                                                
84!In!this!respect,!data!show!that!the!decrease!of!the!national!poverty!level!was!more!significant!in!the!period!
2000M2006!(from!62.9%!to!37.6%),!than!between!2007!and!2012!(from!36.7%!to!27.3%),!with!even!more!severe!
poverty!in!rural!and!marginal!urban!areas,!to!as!much!as!49%!with!an!income!below!the!poverty!line!(Naranjo!
2014).!
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Ecuadorian!social!security!system!is!its!low!coverage!rate,!since!protection!is!largely!depending!

on!formal!employment,!as!discussed!in!more!detail!below.!!

!

3.3.1.2!Diasporic!Social!Protection!Policies!
!

While!in!the!past!the!official!discourse!on!migrants!depicted!such!exodus!negatively,!especially!

regarding!women! leaving! their! children! in!Ecuador!at! their! initial!migration! stage! (Herrera!

2013),!a!discursive!shift!occurred!in!the!context!of!the!migrationMdevelopment!nexus,!with!a!

recognition!of!migrants’!contribution!to!social!improvement!in!the!origin!areas!(MataMCodesal!

2012a).!With!the!government!of!Rafael!Correa,!this!acquired!even!a!greater!significance,!with!

specific!schemes!addressed!to!the!“Fifth!Region”!represented!by!the!diaspora.!These!included!

the!constitutional!recognition!of!“transnational!families”,!a!reframing!of!migration!in!terms!of!

“human! mobility”! approach,! the! concession! of! the! right! to! an! external! vote! to! migrants!

abroad,!and!more!in!general!coMdevelopment!policies!with!their!receiving!contexts!(Ramirez!

2010;! Boccagni! 2011).! From! 2007,! specific! institutions! have! been! established! such! as! the!

National!Migrant!Secretary!(Secretaría!Nacional!del!Migrante,!SENAMI),!as!of!2012!part!of!the!

Ministry!of! Foreign!Relations! (Ministerio!de!Relaciones!Exteriores),!while!at! the! same! time!

expanding! extraMterritorial! consular! services! and! other! facilities.! These! comprised! virtual!

targeted! services! of! the! Social! Security! System! (IESS),! with! a! voluntary! affiliation! scheme!

foreseen!in!the!new!constitution.!However,!its!impact!is!limited,!since!the!fixed!monthly!cost!

of!about!$80!represents!a!burden!for!migrants,!and!they!distrust!the!IESS!institution,!due!to!

its! past! public! dysfunctions!with! respect! to! healthcare,! retirement! and! the! social! security!

system! in!general! (Herrera!and!Paredes!2017;!Herrera!2013).85!Among!other! transnational!

state!schemes!are!the!Bilateral!Social!Security!Agreement!established!with!Spain,!and!other!

interventions!of! the!Ecuadorian!government,! such!as!on! the!mortgages! issues! faced!by! its!

citizens!in!this!Iberian!country!(Entrena!et!al.!2013).!Nevertheless,!the!impact!of!these!diverse!

schemes!is!not!clear,!due!to!a!gap!in!the!literature.!

!

                                                
85!This!scheme,! implemented! from!2010,!allows!to!accumulate!contributions! for!a! future!retirement! through!
their!payment!to!IESS,!also!encompassing!other!benefits!in!Ecuador!(as!illness,!maternity,!support!for!funerals,!
unemployment!funds,!insurance!for!labour!risks!and!preferential!credits!with!the!IESS!Bank).!!Affiliation!is!also!
possible!for!migrants!working!in!the!informal!economy!abroad,!and/or!if!they!are!undocumented.!Moreover,!if!
the!country!of!residence!of!Ecuadorian!migrants!has!a!Social!Security!Agreement!with!Ecuador,!they!can!make!
portable!their!working!contributions!between!the!origin!and!destination.!In!2015!about!8000!migrants!affiliated!
from!abroad!(Herrera!and!Paredes!2017;!see!also!http://www.ecuador.org/nuevosite/afiliacion_voluntaria.pdf).!
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Figure!n.!22.!A!meeting!on!the!mortgage!issues!organized!by!the!Ecuadorian!

Consulate!in!Barcelona!

!
Source:!Polina!Palash,!Barcelona,!2015!

!
3.3.1.3!Domains!
!
The!following!sections!examine!the!five!main!social!protection!areas!considered!in!this!study,!

focusing! both! on! national! schemes! and! on! specific! transnational! formal! arrangements!

addressed!to!migrants.!

!

3.3.1.3.1!Income!
!

In! the! last! decade,! Ecuador! experienced! employment! improvements,! with!

unemployment!rates!decreased!from!around!60%!in!2009!to!50%!in!2012,!while!the!country!

also!has!the!lowest!unemployment!rates!in!the!region.!The!affiliation!rate!to!the!social!security!

system!importantly!grow,!with!a!decrease!of!the!population!working!in!the!informal!economy,!

from!69.3%!of!men!and!59.5%!of!women!in!2007!to!45.7%!of!men!and!33.6%!of!women!in!

2015.!This!especially!involves!less!educated!population!groups,!in!particular!youth!between!

15!and!24!and!those!over!65,!in!rural!areas!(García!et!al.!2016).!!

However,! an! important! segment!of! the!population! is! still! relegated! to! the! informal!

economy,!with!at!least!a!third!of!the!economically!active!population!living!on!the!basis!selfM
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produced! goods! in! a! subsistence! economy,! which! affects! state! resources! to! ensure! the!

population! through! contributory! sources! (Naranjo! 2014).! This! concerns! especially!women,!

who! are! disadvantaged! in! terms! of! salaries! and! unemployment.! Between! 2012! and! 2017!

unemployment!rates!worsened!and!affiliations!decreased,!in!particular!in!the!urban!context!

of!Quito!and!Guayaquil,!while!people!in!rural!areas!worked!in!unsalaried!jobs!(Olmedo!2018).!

Last!but!not!least,!there!are!other!problems,!such!as!the!decent!work!deficit,!estimated!around!

49%! (ILO! 2015).! In! sum,! although! time! has! passed! since! the! negative! consequences! of!

dollarization,!inequalities!and!a!significant!poverty!level!persist.!!

Despite! a! gradual! progress! of! contributory! and! nonMcontributory! social! protection!

schemes,!they!still!represent!limited!coverage!with!respect!to!the!basic!food!basket,!recently!

estimated!to!be!around!$700,!while!the!basic!salary!in!2018!was!$386.86!!

With! respect! to! contributory! schemes,! the!main! provision! involves! the! retirement!

pension.!Since!2008!pension!levels!have!increased,!with!pensions!mainly!ranging!between!US!

$100!and!US!$299.!However,!this!mostly!refers!to!the!highest!pension!segments!within!the!

population!located!in!urban!areas!(Naranjo!2014).!Concerning!unemployment!benefits,!they!

were!introduced!only!in!2016.87!

Conversely,!with!respect!to!nonMcontributory!schemes,!the!main!cash!transfer!to!the!

vulnerable!population! is! the!Human!Development!Benefit! (Bono!de!Desarrollo!Humano),88!!

including!targeted!money!transfers!to!mothers,!as!well!as!oldMage!and!disability!pension.!Such!

scheme,!distributed!since!2000!and!currently!consisting!of!monthly!US!$50,!has!the!goal!of!

reducing!poverty!levels!and!raise!scholarship!and!healthcare!levels,!with!the!conditionality!for!

schoolMage!children!to!satisfy!related!requirements!(Ibid).!As!Herrera!(2013)!points!out,!the!

use!of!these!provisions!by!families!in!Ecuador!is!limited,!since!they!mostly!rely!on!migrants’!

money! transfers.! Other! schemes! include! the! Assistance! Pension! (Pensión! Asistencial),! a!

prevention! safety! net! addressed! to! protect! vulnerable! members! of! the! population! from!

emergencies! and! expenditure,! and! the!Human!Development! Credit! (Crédito! de! Desarrollo!

                                                
86! See! http://www.ecuadorencifras.gob.ec/canasta/! ;! http://www.trabajo.gob.ec/ministerioMdelMtrabajoM
estableceMsalarioMbasicoMunificadoM2018/!
87!See!https://www.iess.gob.ec/es/seguroMdeMdesempleo!
88!This!social!assistance!aid!to!vulnerable!segments!of!the!population!and!to!disabled!people!is!provided!by!the!
Ecuadorian!Ministry! of! Economic! and! Social! Inclusion.! Previously! called! Solidarity! benefit! (Bono! solidario)! its!
value!has!been!progressively! increased! from!$30!monthly! to!$50.!See!http://www.inclusion.gob.ec/bonoMdeM
desarrolloMhumano1/;!http://www.inclusion.gob.ec/baseMlegalMbdh/!.!
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Humano,!CDH),!a!loan!allowing!the!use!of!BDH!transfers!as!a!repayment!mechanism!(Nehring!

2012).!!

Concerning!formal!schemes!targeted!for!migrants,!especially!returnees!(e.g.!after!the!

global!recession),!several!programs!have!been!implemented!by!the!Ecuadorian!and!Spanish!

governments89,!although!evidence!shows!that!their!impact!is!not!significant!(Vega!2016).!As!

mentioned,! migrants! can! also! benefit! from! the! Social! Security! Agreement! with! Spain,!

totalizing!their!contributions!in!Ecuador,!to!have!access!to!retirement!(Herrera!and!Paredes!

2017).!

!

3.3.1.3.2!Healthcare!
!
As! described! in! the! contributions! of! Lucio! and! colleagues! (2011)! and! Aldulaimi! and!Mora!

(2017)!the!Ecuadorian!healthcare!system!has!experienced!a!progressive!improvement,!since!

its!institutionalization!in!1935.!Currently,!the!system!includes!Social!Security!(IESS)!Institutions!

ensuring!healthcare!of!salaried!contributors,!while!the!Public!Healthcare!Ministry!(Ministerio!

de! la!Salud!Pública,!MSP)!and!the!Ministry!of!Economic!and!Social! Inclusion! (Ministerio!de!

Inclusión! Económica! y! Social,!MIES)! ensure! all! the! population.! From! 2007! the! Ecuadorian!

healthcare! system! experienced! reforms! and! innovations,! with! the! scope! of! overcoming!

institutional! fragmentation! and! increased! funding! addressed! for! primary! healthcare! and!

infrastructure!improvements,!and!healthcare!recognized!in!the!new!constitution!as!a!human!

right!and!slanted!towards!a!“social!medicine”!model.!In!2008!the!Comprehensive!HealthMCare!

Model!(MAIS)!focused!on!primary!health!care!was!launched,!including!diverse!social!actors!(in!

a!family,!community!and!intercultural!approach)!and!the!hiring!of!almost!4600!professionals.!

Specialty!clinics!and!equipped!general!hospitals!have!been!established!in!all!major!cities!based!

on!population!density,!providing!free!healthcare!and!medications.!Healthcare!programs!focus!

on!prevention,!health!education!and!environmental!factors.!The!new!system!includes!three!

main! sectors:! a! public! universally! free! system! (with! coverage! expanded! from!30%! to! 45%!

between!2008!and!2012),!a!social!security!system,!available!to!workers!through!payment!of!

taxes,!and!an!expensive!private!system,!according!to!estimations!used!by!3%!of!population!

(Naranjo!2014).!

Several! studies! highlight! the! fundamental! role! of! migrants’! money! transfers! to! ensure!

preventive,!curative!and!emergency!care!and!to!buy!medicines!(Ponce,!Olivié!Aldasoro,!and!

                                                
89!See!page!127!of!this!chapter.!
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Onofa!2008;!Ponce,!Olivié,!and!Onofa!2011;!LopezMCevallos!and!Chi!2012).!Migrants’!families!

seem!to!opt!for!private!services!(see!for!example!MataMCodesal!2012b).!However,!there!is!a!

gap!in!focused!evidence!on!this,!as!also!regarding!the!role!of!the!third!sector.90!Like!in!most!

lowM!and!middleMincome!countries,!in!Ecuador!socioeconomic!status!has!a!strong!correlation!

with!fragile!health!conditions.!!

As! several! studies! point! out,! despite! remarkable! improvements,! the! Ecuadorian!

healthcare!system!still!presents!important!shortcomings!(see!also!Naranjo!2014).!For!instance,!

the!capacity!of!new!services!does!not!cover!existing!demand!in!terms!of!availability,!timeliness!

and!quality,!with!an!impact!on!the!effectiveness!of!coverage.!The!system!suffers!institutional!

fragmentation,!with!gaps!in!rural!areas,!the!MAIS!healthcare!model!presents!limitations,!and!

from!2012!expenditures!on!this!area!decreased,!while!the!prices!of!brand!medicines!(mainly!

used!in!Ecuador)!went!up!by!more!than!12.5%!(OrtizMPrado!et!al.!2014).!

The!Voluntary!Affiliation!scheme91,!which!can!also!be!arranged!by!migrants!abroad,!

envisages!illness!and!maternity!benefits!to!affiliates,!as!well!as!healthcare!assistance!to!their!

minor! children! resident! in! Ecuador,! however! its! impact! is! not! clear,! due! to! a! gap! in! the!

literature.!!

.!

3.3.1.3.3!Housing!
!
As! Naranjo! (2014)! argues,! in! Ecuador,! the! Ministry! of! Urban! Development! and! Housing!

(Ministerio! de! Desarrollo! Urbano! y! Vivienda,! MIDUVI)! promotes! actions! catering! to! lowM

income! populations! and! aimed! at! improving! the! access! to! housing! and! basic! sanitation!

services,! an! effort! complemented! by! decentralized! administrations.! Since! the! late! 1980s!

MIDUVI!has!implemented!housing!grants!and!incentives,!helping!families!with!savings!of!their!

own!to!purchase!their! first!home.!The!Ecuadorian!Social!Security! Institute!Bank!(Banco!del!

Insituto!Ecuatoriano!de!Seguridad!Social,!BIESS)! finances!housing!as!well,!and! its!mortgage!

mechanisms!constitute!the!most!important!source!of!home!financing!for!IESS!affiliates!and!

retirees.! Similar! to! the! funding! of! other! social! protection! sectors,! the! budget! for! housing!

increased! between! 2000! to! 2012,! also! supported! by! banks,!mostly! to! the! benefit! of! lowM

income!populations!in!rural!areas!and!the!private!construction!sector.!

                                                
90! Among! the! thirdMsector! organizations! providing! healthcare! in! Ecuador! are! the! Ecuadorian! Red! Cross! and!
Guayaquil!Charity!Board!(Junta!de!Beneficencia!de!Guayaquil),!see!http://isagsMunasur.org/es/sistemaMdeMsaludM
enMecuador/!!
91!See!page!135.!
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Nevertheless,!the!decent!housing!goals!stated!in!the!new!Constitution!are!challenged!

by!an!array!of!problems!linked!to!housing,!such!as!substandard!quality!of!building!materials,!

lack!of!basic!services,!overcrowding!(especially!in!urban!areas!where!the!greater!part!of!the!

population! is! concentrated),! inefficiency! of! construction! companies! and! institutional!

shortcomings!(see!also!Hinojosa!2013).!!

Regarding!the!diaspora,!the!Housing!Benefit!for!Migrants!and!their!Families!(Bono!de!

la!Vivienda!para!las!Personas!Migrantes!y!sus!Familias)!was!implemented!in!2012,!“facilitating!

their! access! to! housing! in! Ecuador! and! strengthening! their! ties! with! the! origin! country”!

(Naranjo!2014,!p.!66).!This!consisted!of!a!oneMtime!subsidy!for!new!home!purchase,!home!

construction! and! improvements.92! Migrants! can! have! mortgage! loans! for! properties!

investments!also!through!the!Voluntary!Affiliation!scheme93,!with!the!condition!of!having!put!

in! at! least! 36! contributions! among! which! 12! consecutive! ones.! The! significance! of! such!

schemes!is!uncertain,!however,!and!it!appears!that!migrants!prefer!to!arrange!such!projects!

rather!through!their!own!means,!through!money!transfers!from!abroad!and!the!immediate!

input! of! family! members! (e.g.! construction! and! remodelling),! an! approach! also! adopted!

regarding!their!oldMage!insurance!(MataMCodesal!2014;!Paredes!and!Redroban!2017).!In!the!

last!years,!the!real!estate!market!in!Ecuador!has!been!subject!to!an!impressive!value!growth,!

recently!requiring!regulation!measures!(Servicio!de!Rentas!Internas!n.d).94!

!

3.3.1.3.4!Education!
!
Public!education!in!Ecuador!is!secular,!compulsory!at!the!primary!school!level!and!free!through!

the! end! of! secondary! school! (bachillerato)! (Naranjo! 2014).! The! Ministry! of! Education!

(MinEduc)! is! the!governing!body! in! charge,!with! responsibilities!of!planning,! financing!and!

supplying!education!services.!Public!spending! for! this!domain!also!grew!significantly! in! the!

period!2000M2012!(from!3.4%!to!4.8%!of!GDP).!The!education!system!is!financed!through!fiscal!

resources! from! the! central! government! and! through! emergency! funds,! and! the!municipal!

                                                
92!See!also!https://www.habitatyvivienda.gob.ec/viviendaMurbanaMparaMelMmigrante/!
93!See!page!135.!
94!The!Surplus!Law!(Ley!de!Plusvalía,!or!Ley!Orgánica!para!Evitar!la!Especulación!sobre!el!Valor!de!las!Tierras!y!
Fijación!de!Tributos)!was!adopted!by!the!previous!president!Rafael!Correa! in!December!2016!to!counter!real!
estate!speculation,!which!could!lead!to!a!property!bubble!such!as!the!ones!which!affected!Ecuadorian!migrants!
in!the!United!States!and!Spain.!After!criticism!of!the!high!taxes!for!private!actors!and!individuals!to!the!benefit!
of!the!municipalities!and!the!negative!impact!on!the!construction!sector,!the!law!was!adapted!by!the!current!
president!Lenin!Moreno!in!March!2018.!!
See!also:!http://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/leyMplusvaliaMasambleaMecuadorMexplicacion.html!
https://www.andes.info.ec/es/noticias/actualidad/15/asambleaMnacionalMdeMecuadorMderogaMlaMleyMdeMplusvalia!
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governments!are!in!charge!of!the!physical!infrastructure!and!facilities.!The!new!Constitution!

guarantees!the!right!for!all!citizens!to!have!access!to!education,!representing!an!important!

condition! of! good! living! and! a! public! policy! priority.! The! higher! education! system! was!

redefined!as!a!freely!accessible!public!good,!with!various!new!programs.95!!

In! comparison! to! the!early!2000s! the!enrolment! in!higher!education! increased,!but!

recent! changes,! such!as! those!of! the!admission! system! to!public!universities!and! teaching!

reforms,!also!have!presented!new!problems.!Despite!the!formal!universality!of!education!in!

Ecuador,!there!are!still!coverage!gaps.!In!2012,!for!example,!12%!of!schoolMaged!youth!did!not!

attend!any!type!of!educational!establishment.!As!argued!by!Sánchez!(2017),!public!education!

services!do!not!cover!the!existing!demand!in!terms!of!availability,!timeliness,!relevance!and!

quality!of!education.!Johnson!(2017)!points!out!that!the!existing!research!on!education!reform!

and!faculty!qualifications!is!mostly!StateMsponsored!(i.e.!SENESCYT96!published).!

The!state!is!the!primary!supplier!of!education!services,!with!almost!three!quarters!of!

the!number!of!pupils!(72%)!attending!public!schools!and!most!others!(22%)!being!enrolled!in!

private! schools,! as! estimated! by! the! Ministry! of! Education! for! the! period! 2011M2012.97!

Migrants’! children! often! attend! private! education! institutions,! paid! for! by! their! money!

transfers! from! abroad! (Ponce! et! al.! 2008;! MataMCodesal! 2012b;! Herrera! 2013).! This!

contributes!to!their!upward!mobility!(Herrera!and!Carrillo!2009;!Oso!2011).!As!in!healthcare,!

a!gap!can!be!observed! in! the! literature!on!private!education! in!Ecuador,!which! in!all! Latin!

American!countries!appears!to!have!a!solid!presence!as!a!separate!sector,!such!as!for!instance!

at!the!academic!level!(Rama!2012).!

!

3.3.1.3.5!Care!
!
As! argued! by! Herrera! (2013),! the! Ecuadorian! welfare! regime,! in! terms! of! the! main! care!

responsibility! for!dependent!groups!with! the!population,! strongly! relies!on! their! extended!

family,!women!in!particular.!Unpaid!labour,!including!care,!started!to!be!officially!recognized!

in! Ecuador! from! 1998,! and! the! more! recent! constitutional! framework! distinguishes! the!

productive!nature!of!the!domestic!job,!maternity!and!paternity!rights,!and!public!and!private!

                                                
95!Among!them!the!TenMYear!Plan!for!Education!(between!2006!and!2015),!SIPROFE!(addressed!to!reform!the!
teaching!system)!and!SíTEC!(introducing!technologic!innovations).!
96!Secretary!of!High!Education,!Science,!Technology!and!Innovation!(Secretaría!de!Educación!Superior,!Ciencia,!
Tecnología!e!Innovación).!
97!In!addition,!there!are!two!fairly!small!education!providers:!5%!of!the!pupils!attend!parochial!schools!and!the!
remaining!1%!attends!municipal!schools!(Naranjo!2014).!
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responsibility! in! protecting! vulnerable! individuals.! Social! policies! related! to! care! focus! on!

female!caregivers,!as!free!care!intermediaries!between!the!families!and!the!state.!In!2013,!as!

revealed!by!her!study,!the!main!groups!within!the!care!dependent!population!were!children!

under!15!(96%)!and,!to!a!minor!extent,!elderly!people!over!75!(4%).!As!of!the!1980s!and!until!

2007,!interventions!related!to!care!mainly!targeted!specific!socioMeconomic!groups!and!areas,!

focusing!on!the!eradication!of!poverty!of!both!children!and!the!elderly.!

Although! the! new! Constitution! considers! the! elderly! as! vulnerable! and! deserving!

priority,! they! rather! remain! invisible! in! social! policies.! That! older! generations!have!mainly!

worked!in!the!informal!labour!market!and!therefore!have!a!limited!social!security!coverage!

makes!their!position!even!more!vulnerable,!also!with!respect!to!care!needs,!which!are!mainly!

provided!for!by!the!extended!family.!More!in!general,!targeted!programs!and!sectoral!policies!

are! not! enough! to! ensure! care! needs,!which! continue! to!mostly! fall! on!women,!who! are!

neither!covered!by!social!security,!or!they!are!provided!by!private!actors.!!!

In!the!initial!period!of!migration!of!Ecuadorians!to!Europe,!their!family!members!“back!

home”!(their!mothers!in!particular)!would!commonly!ensure!the!care!needs!of!their!children.!

In!that!period,!the!public!discourse!in!Ecuador!on!those!who!left!their!country!to!live!and!work!

elsewhere! would! frequently! frame! their! decision! in! relation! to! their! children! as! being!

abandoned.! Migrants! were! blamed! for! family! disruption! and! children’s! psychological!

problems,! even! though! migration! rather! made! visible! preMexisting! institutional! care! gaps!

(Idem).!After!two!decades!since!their!exodus,!the!need!for!care!seems!to!have!shifted!from!

migrants’!children!to!migrants’!aging!parents,!an!issue!which!is!still!barely!addressed!in!the!

literature.!!

!
! !
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3.3.2!Spain!
!
This! section! provides! an! overview! of! the! Spanish! social! protection! system,! which! after!

important!achievements!between!the!midM1980s!and!early!1990s,!became!more!and!more!

subject! to! retrenchment! and! austerity! measures,! in! particular! from! 2010M2011.! This! has!

seriously!affected!the!Ecuadorian!community,!shaking!the!successful!integration!achieved!in!

the!2000s!and!rebalancing!the!roles!of!diverse!social!protection!providers.!!!

!

3.3.2.1!The!Spanish!social!security!system!!
!
Spain!is!part!of!Southern!European!“familist”!welfare!regimes,!with!a!significant!reliance!on!

the!(extended)!family!as!welfare!provider!(EspingMAndersen!1990).!Important!challenges!are!

the!low!fertility!rate!and!the!high!aging!rate,!combined!with!labour!market!segregation!and!

informality,!which! does! not! contribute! to! sustaining! the! insurance! system.! From! the!midM

1980s!to!the!early!1990s,!the!Spanish!welfare!state!underwent!important!improvements,!with!

the!adoption!of!a!national!health!service,!universal!access!to!education!and!pensions,!and!the!

introduction! of!minimum! income! schemes! at! the! regional! level! (Hemerijck! et! al.! 2014).98!

Between!1995!and!2009!its!expenditures!had!substantially!increased,!overcoming!the!EUM15!

average,! addressed! to! the! expansion! of! coverage! of! traditional! welfare! domains! such! as!

pensions,! education! and! healthcare! (Eurostat! 2012).! However,! after! the! “silver! period”!

between!the!1980s!and!2008!this!regime!suffered!from!a!progressive!regression,!influenced!

by!neoliberal!logics!(Aguilar!et!al.!2014).!!

Under!the!spur!of!European!integration,!the!imperative!to!curtail!public!expenditures!

triggered! a! series! of! substantial! retrenchments,! with! restrictive! pension! reforms,! and! a!

deterioration! of! the! labour! force! in! terms! of! salary! reduction,! unemployment! and! labour!

segregation.!Clearly,!welfare! restraint!persisted!after! the! start!of! the! financial! recession! in!

2008,!also!because!of!the!need!for!fiscal!consolidation!in!line!with!EU!policies.!This!pertains!in!

particular!to!the!period!2011M2012,!when!the!conservative!People’s!Party!(PP)!replaced!the!

Socialist! Party! (PSOE),! adopting! the! Royal! Law! 20/2012! Measures! to! Guaranteeing! the!

Budgetary!Stability!and!the!Promotion!of!the!Competitiveness!(Medidas!Para!Garantizar! la!

Estabilidad!Presupuestaria!y!de!Fomento!de!la!Competitividad).!The!postMcrisis!cuts!produced!

                                                
98! Since! the! 1980s,! Spain! has! witnessed! a! process! of! decentralization! of! competencies! in! welfare! services!
(including!healthcare,!education!and!social!care!services)!with!substantial!powers!transferred!from!the!central!
government!to!the!regions,!which!involved!interMterritorial!inequities!(Hemerijck!et!al.!2013).!
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serious!vulnerability!and!exclusion!(e.g.!young!people!and!elderly),!convergence!towards!the!

privatization!of!public!social!services!and!a!greater!reliance!on!the!third!sector!(e.g!Cáritas!and!

Spanish!Red!Cross!Española)!(Pérez!and!Navarro!2013).!

The!Spanish!welfare!system!is!characterized!by!wide!coverage!in!terms!of!services!and!

benefits,! but! a! low! protection! intensity,! with! fragmented! social! assistance! and! a! low!

expenditure!on!social!protection!as!a!percentage!of!GDP!(see!also!Hemerijck!et!al.!2013).!Social!

insurance!coMevolved!with!a!segmented!labour!market!and!a!polarization!between!substantial!

entitlements! for! regular! workers,! modest! benefits! for! peripheral! workers! and! meagre!

subsidies!(if!any)!for!workers!in!the!informal!economy.!The!social!security!system!is!configured!

primarily!around!the!contributory!component,!including!sickness!cash!benefits,!maternity!and!

paternity! benefits,! invalidity! benefits,! oldMage! pensions! and! benefits,! survivors’! benefits,!

benefits!linked!to!accidents!at!work!and!occupational!diseases!and!unemployment!benefits.!

Secondly,! the!nonMcontributory! level! financed!out!of! taxation! includes! the! following! social!

assistance!benefits:!healthcare!and!pharmaceutical!care,!nonMcontributory!maternity!benefit,!

family! benefits,! and! guaranteed!minimum! resources.! Although! requiring! residence! in! the!

country,!the!contributory!level!does!not!call!for!minimum!residence!periods,!which!together!

with!other!specific!requirements!is!a!demand!related!to!the!nonMcontributory!level!(Aguilar!et!

al.!2014).99!Thirdly,!the!system!also!encompasses!further!hybrid!provisions!as!unemployment!

allowance!and!active!insertion!income,!as!well!as!longMterm!care!(dependent!benefits)!(EMN!

2014).!

The!situation!of!domestic!workers,!representing!the!main!labour!niche!of!Ecuadorian!

women! in! Spain,! is! particular.! In! Spain! their! exclusion! from! social! security! coverage!

encompasses! about! 30%! of! the! employees.! From! 2011,! following! several! international!

standards!protecting!the!labour!rights!of!workers!of!this!sector!(Law!27/2011),!they!moved!

from!the!Special!Regime!of!Domestic!Workers!(Régimen!Especial!de!Empleados!del!Hogar)!to!

the!General!Social!Security!Regime,!albeit!in!a!Special!System!(Sistema!Especial!en!el!Régimen!

General)!with!specific!legislation.!This!implied!the!equalization!of!their!labour!conditions!to!

those! of! other! sectors,! opening! the! access! to! the! greater! part! of! the! interrelated!welfare!

                                                
99!For!example,! regarding! family!benefits! the!requirements!are!the! following:!a)! to!receive!the!allowance! for!
dependent! or! foster! children! both! the! recipient! and! the! subject! of! this! benefit! must! be! resident! in! Spain,!
regardless!of!whether!they!are!Spanish!or!foreignMborn!b)!to!be!entitled!to!the!multiple!birth!or!adoption!benefit!
the!recipient!must!be!resident!in!Spain!where!the!birth!or!adoption!must!have!taken!place!c)!similarly,!in!order!
to! claim! the! birth! or! adoption! allowance! for! large! families,! singleMparent! families! and! disabled!mothers! the!
recipient!must!be!resident!in!Spain!where!the!birth!or!adoption!must!have!taken!place!(EMN!2014,!pp.!25M26).!
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benefits.!However,!the!2012!reforms!(Royal!Decree!Law!29/2012)!represented!a!regression,!

linked!to!the!conditions!of!hourly!affiliation!to!the!social!security!system!and!the!contribution!

tranches.! These! reforms!modified! the!previous! legislation,! establishing! that! it! is! up! to! the!

employees!to!make!their!affiliation,!if!they!work!less!than!60!monthly!hours,!instead!of!this!

being!a!responsibility!of!their!employer!(ILO!2016;!Arango!et!al.!2013).!

!

3.3.2.2!Migrants’!Social!Protection!!
!
As! described! by! Hemerijck! and! colleagues! (2013),! from! the! midM1980s! Spain! adopted!

extraordinary!regularization!processes!linked!to!the!needs!of!the!migrant!workforce,!legalizing!

the!status!of!migrants!and!facilitating!the!access!to!welfare!as!far!as!their!participation!in!the!

labour! market! was! formal.! From! 1996,! Spain! experienced! an! impressive! employment!

performance,!with!the!growth!of!migrant!population,!especially!since!the!early!2000s!and!up!

to!the!recession.!Immigration!and!social!security!policies!are!interconnected!in!Spain,!with!the!

goal!of!integrating!migrants!into!the!labour!market!and!making!them!contribute!to!the!social!

security!system,!for!which!registration!is!essential!in!order!to!get!residence!and!work!permits!

(EMN!2014).!Migrants!are!disadvantaged!through!the!combination!of!male!breadwinner!social!

insurance,!fragile!social!assistance!and!strict!labour!market!regulation,!and!they!experience!a!

contribution! divide! and! threshold! before! being! entitled! to! unemployment! compensation!

benefits!(Hemerijck!et!al.!2013).!

In!terms!of!access,!family!migrants!do!not!face!significant!barriers,!with!equal!rights!to!

work!for!migrants’!spouses!and!children.!Migrants’!social!rights!are!subject!to!the!interplays!

and!revenue!gaps!of!national!and!autonomous!regions,!providing!diverse!social!services!such!

as!education,!healthcare!and!housing.!NonMEU!nationals!must!own!a!longMterm!or!temporary!

residence! permit! and! generally! be! salaried! workers! or! jobseekers,! to! have! access! to!

contributory!provisions!in!Spain.!

Insured! status! is! related! to! legal! and!effective! residence,!which!until! 2012!was!not!

necessarily! required! to! receive! ad! hoc! social! services! such! as! access! to! healthcare! and!

education.!The!impact!of!the!economic!crisis!with!the!collapse!of!the!labour!market,!the!real!

estate!bubble!and!the!adoption!of!austerity!policies!brought!along!serious!consequences!for!

migrants,!already!subject!to!specific!vulnerability,!accentuating! inequalities!with!respect!to!

nationals! and!amplifying!discrimination! (Colectivo! IOE!and!OIM!2012;! Iglesias!et! al.! 2015).!
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Accordingly,!the!role!of!the!third!sector,!such!as!organizations!like!Cáritas!and!Spanish!Red!

Cross!dealing!with!vulnerable!groups,!became!more!relevant!(see!also!Subirats,!2010).!!

!

3.3.2.3!Domains!
!
After!the!settlement!and!integration!of!Ecuadorian!migrants!in!Spain,!the!economic!crisis!of!

2008!would!result!in!the!destabilization!of!the!conditions!linked!to!various!areas!relevant!to!

them.! These! are! discussed! in! more! detail! below,! including! an! overview! of! transnational!

schemes!existing!within!the!sending!context.!
!

3.3.2.3.1!Income!
!
After! an!unpreceded!boom! in! the! early! 2000s,! the! 2008! financial! recession! gave! rise! to! a!

dramatic!turning!of!the!tide.!Unemployment!grew!from!7.5%!in!2009!to!31.2%!in!2014!(Iglesias!

et!al.!2015)!and!in!2011!20%!of!the!autochthonous!population!and!43.5%!of!the!nonMEuropean!

origin!migrants!had!an! income!below!the!poverty! line!(Arango!et!al.!2014).!After!the!2006!

reform!aimed!to!reduce!the!number!of!temporary!jobs!in!the!labour!market,!reforms!in!the!

period! of! 2010M2012! involved! even! more! serious! consequences! for! labour! rights! and!

conditions.!This! is! linked! to! the! flexibility!policies! implemented!with! the!argumentation!of!

contrasting! unemployment! and! to! “garbage! contracts”,! implying! low! salaries! and! limited!

contributions!to!social!security!(Guamán!and!Illueca!2012;!LópezMSala!and!Oso!2015).!In!this!

sense,! the! Spanish! labour! market! undoubtedly! reflects! structural! vulnerability! (Saunders!

2003).100!!

This! especially! affected!migrants,! experiencing! labour! flexibility! and! segregation,! as!

well!as! lower!salaries.!More! importantly!still,! they!were! facing!precariousness,!also!due!to!

their!jobs!in!sectors!highly!sensitive!to!the!economic!cycle,!such!as!construction,!agriculture,!

and! hotel! and! domestic! services.! Their! rate! of! employment! in! the! informal! economy!

increased,! going! up! as! high! as! 53%! (Arango! et! al.! 2014).! Migrants’! household! expenses!

decreased,! exposing! them! to! vulnerability! and! poverty,! compromising! income! and! basic!

material!means!(Colectivo!IOE!and!OIM!2012),!which!clearly!affected!other!social!protection!

areas.!!

                                                
100!As!distinguished!by!Saunders!(2003),!the!symptoms!of!labor!market!vulnerability!are!workers’!lack!or!limited!
access!to!statutory!rights,!to!social!protection!and!social!security!programs!(including!nonMstatutory!benefits),!
and!low!earnings.!
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Regarding!the!domestic!sector,!in!which!Ecuadorian!women!are!mainly!employed!and!

which!is!subject!to!widespread!informality!already,!workers!are!excluded!from!unemployment!

benefits.!Moreover,!the!2012!reform!implied!employers’!right!to!dismiss!workers!without!any!

explanation,!involving!a!greater!precariousness!of!their!working!conditions!and!exploitation.!

On! the!other!hand,! this! reform!also!entailed!positive!aspects! linked! to! the!equalization!of!

salaries!with!those!of!other!sectors,!and!higher!temporary!incapacity!benefits!(Arango!et!al.!

2013).!!

More! in! detail,! concerning! Ecuadorians,! their! labour! integration!became! subject! to!

segmentation!and!ethnic!stratification!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015).101!As!reported!by!Colectivo!IOE!

and!OIM!2012,!not!only!the!first!generation!suffered!downward!mobility,!but!also!the!greater!

part! (60%)! of! migrants’! children! (generation! 2! and! 1.5)! found! employment! in! the! same!

unskilled! labour! niches! as! their! parents,! more! importantly! suffering! unemployment.! This!

community!has!to!a!certain!extent!better!resisted!unemployment!than!other!migrant!groups.!

Nevertheless,!between!2007!and!2011,!36%!of!Ecuadorian!men!lost!their!jobs,!compared!to!

11%!of!Ecuadorian!women.!The!latter!also!had!more!often!a!permanent!contract,!and!better!

coped!with!longMterm!(1!year)!unemployment,!although!facing!bad!working!conditions.!Like!

for!other!Latin!Americans,!male!employment! in! the!construction!sector! suffered! the!more!

serious!consequences,!due!to!the!property!bubble,!whereas!the!female!domestic!sector!and!

tourism!resisted!more,!being!refuge!niches.!However,!in!particular!domestic!sector!is!subject!

to!great!informality!and!exploitation!(Ibáñez!and!León!2014).!In!2014!labour!informality!was!

estimated!17%,!particularly!affecting!women!(13.4%)!and!young!people!(19.2%)!(Iglesias!et!al.!

2015),! while! also!mature!migrants! were!more! greatly! subject! to! precariousness! (see! also!

FernándezMGarcía!et!al.!2018).! It!should!be!noted!that!for!Ecuadorians,!as!discussed!below,!

income!has!often!been!importantly!affected!by!the!financial!weight!of!mortgages.!!

On! the! one! hand,! regarding! contributory! entitlements,! more! than! half! of! the!

unemployed!foreignMborn!population!in!Spain!remained!uncovered!after!the!recession,!while!

about!one!fourth!of!the!migrants!registered!as!seekers!of!state!support!in!2011!(Colectivo!IOE!

and!OIM!2012).!According!to!the!qualitative!study!of!Moser!and!Horn!(2015),!unemployment!

benefits!among!Ecuadorian!migrants!represented!an!important!form!of!insurance!during!the!

postMcrisis! years! in! Barcelona.! However,! their! main! labour! niches—the! domestic! sector,!

                                                
101!In!2014!the!labor!niches!of!Ecuadorians!in!Spain!were!agriculture!(18.4%),!domestic!external!service!(12.3%,!
mainly!women),!waiter!(8%,!mainly!women),!and!to!a!lesser!extent!other!unskilled!jobs!(6.2%),!trade!(5.6%)!and!
high!skilled!jobs!(3.5%)!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015).!!
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services!and!construction—are!more!strongly!subject!to!labour!informality!and!thus!exclusion!

from! state! social! protection! coverage! (Colectivo! IOE! and! OIM! 2012).! Regarding! domestic!

sector!workers,!the!reform!of!the!Social!Security!Regime!of!Household!Employees,!regulating!

the!working!conditions!and!entitlements!of!household!employees,!came!into!force!in!2012!

and! improved! their! conditions! with! respect! to! previous! discriminatory! practices! visMàMvis!

autochthonous! workers! with! respect! to! pension! rights.! However,! widespread! undeclared!

work! and! low! salaries! hinder! the! actual! reach! of! this! legal! framework,! and! an! important!

exception!pertains!to!unemployment!protection,!to!which!employees!of!this!sector!are!not!

entitled!(Ibañez!and!León!2014).!Since!the!crisis,! !old!age!pension!rights!have!worsened!as!

well,!following!the!reform!of!the!social!security!system!of!2011!modifying!retirement!eligibility!

and!increasing!its!age!from!65!to!67!years,!along!with!an!increase!of!required!contributions!

from! 35! to! 38! years,! which! produced! an! increase! of! anticipated! retirements.102! In! 2013!

another!reform!was!adopted,!regulating!the!Sustainability!Factor!(Factor!de!Sostenibilidad)!

and! the! revaluation! index! of! the! social! security! pensions! system,! affecting! the! revenue,!

expenditure!and!amounts!of!pensions!(Tortuero!2013).!!

On!the!other!hand,!as!regards!the!nonMcontributory!guaranteed!minimum!resources!

or!active! insertion! income!(Rentas!Mínimas!de! Inserción),!after!an! initial! increase!between!

2008!and!2010,!their!amount!sharply!dropped!in!2011.103!Similarly,!the!hybrid!unemployment!

allowances,!rated!as!"welfare!level"!but!requiring!prior!contributions!(EMN!2014)!introduced!

in! 2009,! increased! from! 2011! with! respect! to! contributory! schemes,! but! later! they! were!

limited!with! the! 2012! curb! on! social! protection! expenditures! (Aguilar! et! al.! 2014).! In! this!

context,! Iglesias! and! colleagues! (2015)! also! refer! to! the! role!of!public! administrations!and!

ONGs!in!providing!food!support!to!Ecuadorian!families!in!need.!

As! regards! transnational! schemes,! the! existing! Social! Security! Agreement! with!

Ecuador104! represents!an! important! legal! tool! to!ensure!access! to!pension! in!Spain! for! the!

minority!of!migrants!who!put!in!contributions!in!Ecuador!and!might!join!them!with!those!made!

in!Spain.!However,!due!to!the!levels!of!prolonged!unemployment!and!informality!in!Spain,!this!

instrument,!on!the!relevance!of!which!there!is!a!gap!in!the!literature,!loses!its!value.!Another!

                                                
102! For! a! detailed! information! on! contributions! required! to! access! oldMage! pension,! see! http://www.segM
social.es/wps/portal/wss/internet/Trabajadores/PrestacionesPensionesTrabajadores/10963/28393/28396/284
72!
103!For!nonMEU!nationals!a!minimum!residence!period!is!required!to!access!this!entitlement,!as!also!pertains!to!
family!benefits!(EMN!2014).!
104!See!page!138.!
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transnational! action! of! the! Ecuadorian! State! involves! support! programs! for! precarious!

migrants!in!Spain,!but!their!impact!appears!to!be!limited!(Ibid).!

!

3.3.2.3.2!Healthcare!
!
As!Aguilar!and!colleagues!(2014)!point!out,!the!Spanish!National!Healthcare!System!(Sistema!

Nacional!de!Salud,!SNS)!was!institutionalized!in!1986,!creating!universal!healthcare!coverage!

between! 1990s! and! 2000,! including! for! undocumented!migrants.! In! the! same! period,! the!

healthcare!system!was!altered!through!the!privatization!of!certain!services!and!a!progressive!

decentralization.!!

Fiscal! consolidation! measures! changed! healthcare! rights105,! resulting! in! coverage!

reduction,! decreased!medicine! discount! and! a! tripartite! healthcare! system! consisting! of! a!

social!security!system!for! insured,!an!assistance!system!for!destitute!persons!and!a!private!

system,!completed!by!healthcare!provision!by!ONGs!and! institutions!of! some!autonomous!

regions.! After! 2012,! healthcare! and! pharmaceutical! care! became! more! closely! linked! to!

employmentMrelated!contributions,!with!the!modification!of!the! insured!status!as! including!

only!those!destitute!persons!able!to!access!healthcare!services!if!they!pay!for!themselves!or!

subscribe!to!a!“special!provision”.!Migrants,!who!are!more!exposed!to!workMrelated!risks,!even!

greatly! suffer! the! inequalities! and! exclusion! with! respect! to! this! need,! in! particular!

undocumented!migrants!(Médecins!Du!Monde!2014).!

The!changes!of!insured!and!beneficiary!status!required!the!unemployed!to!be!resident!

in! Spain! in! order! to! have! access! to! healthcare! (EMN! 2014).! This! affected! Spanish! citizens!

resident!in!the!EU!who!moved!to!another!country,!for!instance,!because!of!unemployment!in!

Spain.106!From!2014,!the!ministerial!decree!SSI/1475/2014!regulates!the!access!to!healthcare!

of! lowMincome! persons! with! the! condition! of! being! effectively! resident! in! Spain! during! a!

continuous! period!of! at! least! one! year,! being! registered! in! a!municipality,! and!not! having!

access! to! other! public! healthcare! protection.! Moreover,! the! modification! of! the! Second!

Opportunity!Law!(Ley!de!Segunda!Oportunidad)!adopted!in!2015!implied!having!a!job!contract!

and!selective!coverage!of!family!members!of!the!entitled.!Spanish!nationals!who!temporarily!

                                                
105!These!have!been!expressed!by!the!Royal!DecreeMLaw!16/2012!on!Urgent!Measures!to!Ensure!the!Sustainability!

of!the!National!Health!System!and!to!Improve!the!Quality!and!Security!of!its!Services,!and!other!measures.!
106!http://yosisanidaduniversal.net/noticias.php/nuevasMmedidasMdelMgobiernoMen!
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return! to! Spain! are! obliged! to! make! further! bureaucratic! procedures! causing! delays! in!

effective!access.!!

With! respect! to!Ecuadorian!migrants,!TerrazaMNúñez!and!colleagues! (2010),! in! their!

study! on! healthcare! conditions! of! this! community! in! Barcelona,! highlight! a! general! good!

access,! but! they! point! to! several! obstacles,! such! as! insufficient! knowledge! of! the! system,!

information!availability!and!attitude!of!staff.!The!more!recent!study!by!Iglesias!and!colleagues!

(2015)!identified!financial!problems!to!ensure!this!need.!!

!

3.3.2.3.3!Housing!
!
Like! in! other! Southern! welfare! states,! there! is! weak! public! support! for! housing! in! Spain,!

because! related! policies,! influenced! by! neoliberal! logics,! are! rather! addressed! for! housing!

acquisition!and!property.!This!explains!the!“culture!of!property”,!in!the!sense!of!an!inclination!

and!social!consensus!on!the!purchase!of!properties,!assumed!to!represent!a!(social)!security!

in! the! context! of! frequent! employment! crises! and! low! pensions,! and! ensured! by!

intergenerational!family!solidarity!(Jurado!and!Naldini!2007).!

During!the!years!of!economic!boom,!banks!in!Spain!aggressively!offered!credits!and!

loans!encouraging!properties!acquisitions! (Sabaté!2017).!Since! the!burst!of! the! real!estate!

bubble!in!2008,!emblematic!in!Spain,!owners!suffered!massive!expropriation,!due!to!the!sharp!

increase!of!flexible!mortgage!rates,!leading!to!the!dramatic!figure!of!1.7!million!of!evictions.107!

The!problem!of!generalized!unemployment!aggravated!people’s!insolvency,!provoking!social!

discontent,! expressed! in! movements! like! “15M”! and! the! Platform! of! Affected! by! the!

Mortgages! (Plataforma!Afectados!por! las!Hipotecas,!PAH),! the! claims!of!which! resulted! in!

some!housing!policy!changes,!such!as!dation!in!payment!(cancellation!of!debt!with!banks!for!

insolvent!debtors!as!evicted!families,!after!banks!take!possession!of!the!properties)!and!the!

provision!of!social!housing!(Ibid).! In!2012!Rajoy’s!government!approved!some!measures!of!

protection!of!destitute!mortgage!debtors.!However,! the! socioMhistorical! significance!of! the!

housing!problem!in!Spain,!the!welfare!provisions!to!ensure!this!basic!need!in!the!context!of!

the!crisis!have!been! limited,!with!a!progressive!decrease!of!expenditures! in! social!housing!

(CES,! n.d.)! and! the! private! sector! being! its! main! provider! (Pareja! Eastaway! and!Martínez!

Sánchez!2016).!!

                                                
107!https://barometrosocial.es/archivos/1460!
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The! Ecuadorian! community! has! been! seriously! marked! by! this! problem,! as! also!

expressed! by! the! ethnoMspecific! social! movement! Platform! of! Ecuadorians! Affected! by!

Mortgages!(Plataforma!Afectados!por!las!Hipotecas),!and!by!the!related!media!resonance!in!

Spain! and! Ecuador! (Suárez! 2014).! After! a! process! of! settlement,! the! loss! of! properties!

importantly!affected!Ecuadorians,!as!shown!by!Iglesias!and!colleagues!(2015)!with!respect!to!

the!trends!of!rates!related!to!housing!ownership!(from!35.2%!to!24.4%),!renting!(from!51.6%!

to!63.8%)!and!those!of!evictions!(8.4%!had!to!abandon!their!properties!and!5.1%!after!a!court!

order)! (see! also! FernándezMGarcía! et! al.! 2018;!Herrera! 2012).! The! Ecuadorian! government!

created!specific!consular!services!in!Spain!providing!free!legal!advice!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015),!also!

engaging! in! a! dialogue! with! the! Spanish! government,! calling! on! the! European! Count! in!

Strasburg!and!banning!the!exportation!of!mortgage!debts!to!Ecuador!(Entrena!et!al.!2013).!!

!

3.3.2.3.4!Education!!
!
During! the! democratic! period,! the! Spanish! education! system! has! experienced! important!

advances! (Aguilar!et!al.!2014,!p.!333).!Yet,! the!recession!and!fiscal!consolidation!measures!

implemented! from! 2011! affected! this! domain! as! well,! with! marked! differences! and!

unbalances!across!the!different!regions!according!to!specific!education!policies!and!budget!

capacity.!Spanish!spending!in!this!area!is!low!with!respect!to!other!OECD!countries,!as!can!be!

observed!in!the!significant!decrease!between!2010!and!2015.108!Due!to!the!medium!level!of!

public!expenses!in!education,!low!local!expenses!and!high!rates!of!students!in!private!schools,!

the!Spanish!education!system!can!be!characterized!as!a!“differentiated!quasiMmarket!regime”.!

The! spending! cuts! implied! an! increasing! demand! of! assistance! to! the! third! sector,! and!

insufficiency! of! resources! for! diversity! and! premature! school! abandoning! programs.!

Particularly! from!the!economic!crisis!onwards,! the!different! regionalized!management!and!

competences!implied!territorial!unbalances!(Ibid).!

Regarding!migrants,! the! rate!of! foreignMborn! students!between!15!and!29!who!are!

neither!employed!nor!in!education!and!training!is!one!of!the!highest!among!OECD!countries.109!

Although! they! are! also! entitled! to! public! scholarships! (Iglesias! et! al.! 2015,! p.! 94),! the!

incorporation!of!Ecuadorians!to!preMuniversity!studies!in!Spain!has!been!marked!by!exclusion!

and! ethnic! segregation.! Recent! budget! cuts! have! affected! the! Ecuadorian! generation! 1.5,!

                                                
108!http://gpseducation.oecd.org/CountryProfile?primaryCountry=ESP&treshold=10&topic=EO!
109!See!the!previous!footnote.!
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involving! increased! university! fees,! more! limited! scholarships,! and! harder! access! to! the!

purchase!of!books!and!transport!expenses!(Vega!et!al.!2017).!

!

3.3.2.3.5!Care!
!
Like!in!welfare!regimes!of!other!countries!of!Southern!Europe,!the!division!of!responsibilities!

between! the! state!and! the! family! linked! to! the!maintenance!and!care! costs!of!dependent!

people! is!mainly! a! private! family! issue! in! Spain.! Thus,! the! care!of! both! elderly! dependent!

people!and!of!children!is!mainly!based!on!informal!unpaid!work!undertaken!by!women,!based!

on!a!sense!of!moral!obligation!and!solidarity,!especially!regarding!lowMincome!families!(Jurado!

and!Naldini!2007).!

In! 2004,! several! reforms! improved! paternity! and! parental! leaves! (Hemerijck! et! al.!

2013),!and!until!the!start!of!the!economic!crisis!substantial!public!social!expenditures!were!

allocated!to!careMrelated!needs!of!older!people!and!children.!Nevertheless,!the!outbreak!of!

the!crisis!and!consequent!adjustments!policies!as!of!2010!involved!major!cuts!in!the!public!

expenses!for!care!needs,!considered!among!“new!social!risks”!(Aguilar!et!al.!2014).!With!the!

progressively!greater!participation!of!Spanish!women!in!the!job!market,!in!particular!in!the!

years!of!economic!boom,!migrant!women!replaced!their!domestic!and!care!tasks,!mirroring!

the!commercialization!and!reMprivatization!of!this!area!(Ezquerra!2011).!!

While!an!extensive!literature!focuses!on!the!care!service!performed!by!Latin!American!

women!in!Spain,!among!which!Ecuadorians!(see!for!example!Herrera!2005),!a!gap!exists!in!the!

literature!on!migrants’!and!their!families’!own!care!needs!in!Spain,!in!part!perhaps!they!were!

always!regarded!as!caregivers!rather!than!having!their!own!care!needs.!At!this!stage,!however,!

these!migrants!are!getting!closer!to!retirement!age!and!they!may!increasingly!have!their!own!

care!needs,!which!are!potentially!harder!to!meet!on!account!of!the!postMcrisis!migration!of!

their!family!networks!from!Spain.! !
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3.3.3!The!UK!

!
This!section!provides!an!overview!of!the!British!social!protection!system,!which!recently!was!

reorganized!in!the!context!of!austerity!measures!as!well,!even!though!its!basic!model!differs!

substantially!from!that!of!Spain.!Some!of!the!new!rules!specifically!target!EU!citizens,!thus!also!

affecting! Ecuadorian!migrants! holding! Spanish! citizenship.! Particular!modifications! directly!

amplify!constraints!for!onward!migrants!and!their!integration!in!this!new!environment.!!

!

3.3.3.1!British!Social!Security!System!!
!
The!British!welfare!state! is!considered!a! liberal!welfare!regime!(EspingMAndersen!1990).!As!

Hemerijck!and!colleagues!(2013)!argue,!the!main!characteristic!of!Anglophone!welfare!states!

is! the! reliance! on! the! market! for! welfare! production,! and! a! tax! and! transfer! system! not!

oriented!to!equality,!but!having!a!strong!“poor!relief”!orientation.!This!Beveridgean!welfare!

model!is!based!on!the!principle!of!minimum!income!protection!as!a!basic!right!of!citizenship.!

Accordingly,!the!British!welfare!regime!is!characterized!by!meansMtested!assistance,!limited!

redistribution! of! incomes,! low! level! of! decommodification,!modest! social! insurance! plans,!

individualism!and!prominence!of!the!market.!In!fact,!such!system!is!rooted!in!an!ethic!of!selfM

reliance,! through! active! labour! market! participation! in! the! private! sector! as! well! as! on!

individual! responsibility.!Although!the!principle!of!universal! services! is! strong,!especially! in!

healthcare!and!education!(EspingMAndersen!1990),!the!reliance!on!private!welfare!schemes!

exposes!significant!social!stratification!and!inequality.!In!the!1980s!a!series!of!reforms!have!

limited!the!state’s!role!in!direct!service!provision,!in!particular!with!respect!to!such!personal!

social! services! as! care,!with! a! greater! participation! of! the! private! sector! and! commercial,!

voluntaryMsector!and!informal!providers!in!a!“mixed!economy”!welfare!model.!!

AngloMSaxon! welfare! systems! present! the! lowest! figures! of! public! social! spending!

among! the! OECD! countries,! which! means! a! limited! degree! of! universality! (i.e.! access! to!

benefits)!(Ståhlberg!2008).!In!2015,!according!to!the!ESSPROS!(European!System!of!Integrated!

Social!Protection!Statistics)!data110,!the!UK!ranked!ninth!out!of!28!European!countries!in!terms!

of!the!size!of!its!social!protection!expenditures,!equivalent!to!28.4%!of!the!GDP.!Nevertheless,!

in!the!context!of!austerity,!as!happened!in!Spain,!welfare!provisions!have!been!curtailed,!in!

                                                
110https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/articles/socialprotectioneuropeancom
parisonsofexpenditure/2015!
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particular! to! precarious! population! segments! and!more! recently! to! EU! citizens,! increasing!

inequalities!(Kilkey!2017;!Edmiston!2018).!

!Benefits!have!been!limited!in!terms!of!!amount!and!duration,!and!conditionality!has!

been! increasingly!used! in!diverse!welfare!areas,!such!as!social!security,!housing,!education!

and!health!(Dwyer!2004).111!The!role!of!the!state!is!blurred!by!the!increasing!participation!of!

private!actors,!other!providers!and!citizens!in!the!delivery!of!welfare!services,!resulting!in!a!

complex!system!of!benefit!schemes!and!administrative!procedures,!which!obviously!has!an!

impact!on!entitlements!(Palmer!2016).!!

On!the!one!hand,!contributory!benefits,!which!can!be!claimed!by!all!migrants!in!a!legal!

status!situation,!include!oldMage!pension!as!well!as!maternity,!paternity,!survivor,!and!sickness!

benefits.! On! the! other! hand,! nonMcontributory! meansMtested! provisions! include! invalidity!

pension,! family! benefits,! longMterm! care! benefits! and! taxMfunded! pension! schemes.!

Unemployment! benefits! can! relate! to! both! of! these! categories! (EMN! 2014).112! The! social!

security!system!is!financed!through!national!insurance!contributions!paid!by!employers!and!

employees!and!the!general!tax!revenue.!Cash!benefits!(especially!pensions)!are!financed!by!

contributions,!whereas!healthcare!and!social!services!are!funded!through!general!taxation.!

Despite!a!general!liberal!orientation!of!the!British!welfare!system,!it!has!a!universal!provision!

of! a! National! Insurance! (NI)! system! including! the! National! Health! Service! (NHS),! freely!

accessible!for!all!(e.g.!Idem).!

!

3.3.3.2!Migrants’!Social!Protection!!
!
While!in!the!1960s!and!70s,!migrants’!social!rights!in!the!UK!were!by!and!large!protected,!this!

soon!began!to!change!(Hemerijck!et!al.!2013;!Sainsbury!2012).!In!the!1970s!and!1980s,!the!

British!immigration!policy!and!the!residence!status!in!the!UK!became!more!closely!linked!to!

welfare,!excluding!newcomers!from!provisions,!with!retrenchment!policies!limiting!the!access!

                                                
111!Eligibility!to!basic!welfare!entitlements!depends!on!an!individual!agreeing!to!meet!certain!compulsory!duties.!
This!pertains!to!social!insurance!and!assistance,!incapacity!benefit,!maternity!allowance,!bereavement!benefits,!
industrial! injuries!disablement!benefits,! care!allowance!and! the! social! fund,!as!well! as! social!housing! (Dwyer!
2004).!!
112!Concerning!the!specific!social!security!entities,!these!are:!the!Department!for!Work!and!Pensions,!responsible!
for!cash!benefits!for!unemployment,!sickness!and! invalidity,!old!age!and!other!social!assistance!benefits;!Her!
Majesty’s!Revenue!and!Customs,!in!charge!of!family!benefits!and!meansMtested!in!work!benefits;!the!Department!
for!Communities!and!Local!Government,!responsible!for!social!housing!and!housing!assistance;!the!Department!
for!Health!and!Social!Care!,!responsible!for!health!and!social!care!support;!and!the!Department!for!Education,!in!
charge! of! funding! children’s! social! care! (Broomfield! 2014).! For! an! updated! description! of! the! British! social!
security!system!(if!exceeding!the!timeframe!covered!by!this!study),!see!European!Commission!2018.!
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to!nonMcontributory!entitlements,!especially!to!nonMEU!nationals,!lowMincome!groups,!family!

migrants,! refugees!and!asylum!seekers.!The! restriction!of!migrants’! social! rights!became!a!

norm!thereafter,!through!a!habitual!residence!test,!denying!benefits!either!to!migrants!who!

were!not!yet!residents!or!who!had!been!in!the!UK!for!a!short!period!or!to!children!of!nonM

citizens!born!in!the!UK,!due!to!the!“modified!jus!soli”!principle!of!the!Beveridgean!welfare!

system,! which! is! closely! tied! to! citizenship! status.! Limitation! to! entitlements! was! also!

stimulated!through!long!waiting!times!of!five!to!ten!years,!during!which!migrants!(especially!

third!country!nationals)!were!denied!meansMtested!benefits.!Welfare!provision!became!more!

employmentMcentred! and! activating,! with! a! strong! focus! on! individual! rights! and!

responsibilities!to!the!detriment!of!(family)!migrants,!if!their!labour!market!participation!was!

limited.! Moreover,! in! 2008! a! skills! points! system! was! introduced,! affecting! lowMskilled!

migrants.! NonMcontributory! taxMbased! pension! schemes! are! only! available! to! longMterm!

residents!or!persons!with!indefinite!leave!to!remain!(EMN!2014).!

The!2008!economic! recession!affected! the! labour!market!and! resulted! in! increased!

pressure!on!public!services!due!to!the!arrival!of!considerable!numbers!of!new!residents.!This!

resulted!in!challenged!social!and!employment!protection!for!migrant!workers,!leading!to!their!

segregation!and!exclusion! (Wilkinson!and!Craig!2011).!Since!2013!access! to!welfare! for!EU!

nationals!has!been!progressively!restricted,!with!the!requirement!of!habitual!residence!for!

claiming!nonMcontributory!benefits!(Broomfield!2014)113,!and!the!status!of!worker!or!retained!

worker!became!a!necessary!condition!to!be!eligible!for!the!access!to!several!types!of!benefits.!

In!a!context!of!the!hostile!Brexit!environment!and!its!peak!with!the!referendum!of!June!2016,!

populist!discourses!blamed!migrants!of!“benefit!and!health!tourism”,!“taking!advantage!of!a!

generous!welfare”,!although!this!contrasted!with!the!evidence!(Fernandes!2016;!Sumption!

and!Altorjai!2016;!Ehata!and!SeeleibMKaiser!2017).!These!accusations!especially!targeted!EU!

citizens,! whom! in! contrast! to! nationals! of! third! countries! are! not! required! the! minimum!

residence!period!of!five!years!to!access!British!welfare.!Policy!changes!introduced!since!2014!

for! this! category! of! migrants! implied! benefit! restrictions! if! they! are! not! working114,! a!

                                                
113!The!habitual!residence!test!is!based!on!amount!of!time!spent!in!the!UK,!reasons!for!immigration,!length!of!
intended!stay,!property!ownership!in!the!UK,!family!or!children!at!school!in!the!UK!and!other!social!networks!
(EMN!2014).!
114!Exclusion!from!benefits!includes!meansMtested!Jobseekers!Allowance!(JSA),!child!benefit,!or!child!tax!credit!
within!the!first!three!months!of!arriving!in!the!UK.!People!lose!eligibility!for!JSA!if!they!are!still!looking!for!work!
after!a!further!three!months,!unless!they!can!give!“compelling!evidence!of!a!genuine!prospect”!being!hired,!such!
as!a!written! job!offer;! and!cannot! claim!housing!benefit.! For! jobseekers!or!people!not!working! the! rules! for!
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“minimum!earnings!threshold!to!have!work!classified!as!work”,!with!gendered!and!classed!

effects!due!to!unequal!integration!in!the!labour!market,!as!well!as!implications!for!their!family!

rights!(Kilkey!2017).115!The! impacts!of!benefits!restrictions!are!suffered!by!a!small!share!of!

lowMincome! families! with! children! (Sumption! and! Altorjai! 2016).! In! this! context,! nonMEU!

nationals!are!not!allowed!to!access!jobseekers’!allowance!or!tax!credit,!but!they!can!use!public!

services!like!the!NHS!and!education.!!

Exclusions!from!diverse!social!protection!areas!also!affect!Latin!American!migrants!in!

London! employed! in! precarious! jobs,! who! experience! difficulties! in! accessing! information!

about! services,! employment! rights! and! other! public! assistance! (Mas! 2014;! 2016).! The!

trajectories!of!recently!established!OLAs!integrated!in!the!cleaning!sector!reflect!an!“onward!

precarity”!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2019)!and!limited!social!protection,!with!vulnerabilities!in!

diverse!areas,!despite!their!ownership!of!EU!(Spanish)!citizenship.!For!their!integration!and!

access!to!social!protection,!the!role!of!community!organizations!and!other!nonMstate!service!

providers!is!crucial,!however!due!to!cutbacks!they!experience!difficulties!to!ensure!increasing!

demand!for!advisory!services!(Mas!2014;!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016).!!

!

3.3.3.3!Domains!
!
The! following!sections!examine!the!situation!of! the!diverse!areas!considered! in! this! study.!

They!mainly! focus! on! national! schemes,! because! formal! transnational! arrangements! with!

Ecuador!are!not!in!place,!as!in!the!case!of!Spain.!

!

3.3.3.3.1!Income!!
!

The!British!social!protection!system!is!characterized!by!a!highly!deregulated! labour!market!

and! fragmented! systems! of! labour! relations! (Hemerijck! et! al.! 2013).! After! a! drop! in!

employment!rates!in!the!immediate!aftermath!of!the!global!recession,!since!2011!these!rates!

went!up!again!in!the!UK!and!even!surpassed!their!preMrecession!levels,!especially!in!London!

(Powell! 2018).116! However,! this! metropolis! also! stands! out! for! its! significant! inequality!

levels117,!and!according!to!recent!estimations!over!one!in!five!among!the!British!population!

                                                
determining!eligibility!can!be!complex!and!they!may!vary!depending!on!the!type!of!benefit.!See!Sumption!and!
Altorjai!(2016).!
115!ThirdMcountry!nationals!with!fixedM!term!residence!permits!do!not!have!the!right!to!apply!for!nonMcontributory!
family!benefits!(EMN!2014).!
116!https://www.ons.gov.uk!
117!https://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data/topics/inequality/!
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suffers! poverty,! linked! to! lower! state! support,! increasing! rents! and! rising! unemployment,!

affecting!for!example!flexible!workers.118!

Compared!with!other!EU!countries,! in!2015!the!UK!spent! the! lowest!proportion!on!

unemployment! (1.4%!of! the!total!social!protection!expenditure),!even!though!at! that! time!

unemployment!rates!were!not!the!lowest!of!the!EU!(ESSPROS!2015).!In!effect,!the!greater!part!

of! British! social! protection! expenditures! is! focused! on! active! labour! policies,! with!

unemployment!benefits!being!low!and!of!short!duration,!which!contributes!to!unemployment!

and!reliance!on!support!within!the!family!being!perceived!as!private!issues!(Hemerijck!et!al.!

2013).!!

In!the!UK!unemployment!benefits,!Jobseeker’s!Allowance!(JSA)119!and!oldMage!pension!

are!based!on!a!dual!system,!including!both!the!contributory!and!nonMcontributory!levels,!with!

taxMbased!schemes!often!conditioned!on!indefinite!leave!to!remain!for!nonMEU!nationals!(EMN!

2014;! European! Commission! 2018).! Compared! to! UK! nationals,! the! rate! of!migrants! who!

claimed! working! age! benefits! in! 2013! was! less! than! half! (6.7%! including! nationals! of! EU!

countries)!(EMN!2014).!Since!2014,!in!order!to!retain!their!status!of!worker,!EU!nationals!need!

to!meet!a!minimum!earnings!threshold!(Kilkey!2017)!of!£149!a!week!for!a!threeMmonth!period.!

The!retirement!age!is!between!63!and!65,!depending!on!the!year!of!birth!and!gender,!and!in!

order!to!have!access!to!a!state!pension!one!has!to!have!a!history!of!35!years!of!contributions!

(European!Commission!2018).!OldMage!pensions! imply!government!subsidized!occupational!

private!arrangements,!with!reliance!on!the!market!and!the!private!sector! (Hemerijck!et!al.!

2013).! MeansMtested! oldMage! benefits! and! private! pension! schemes,! which! are! crucial! to!

ensure! pensioners’! incomes,! are! the! lowest! basicMlevel! pension! system! with! respect! to!

mandatory!schemes!in!most!OECD!countries.!The!basic!oldMage!pension!amount!in!2015!was!

£113!weekly,!depending!on!the!amount!invested!in!the!scheme!or!the!age!(OECD!2015),!which!

involves! poverty! risks! and! demands! pensioners! to! have! complementary! private! or!

occupational! pension.! The! recent! welfare! reforms! in! 2013! introduced! Universal! Credit,! a!

meansMtested! cash! payment! which! combines! and! replaces! six! different! provisions! for!

claimants!of!working!age!(around!income,!housing!and!tax!credits)!(EMN!2014).!in!the!view!of!

Palmer!(2016),!its!introduction!caused!more!serious!levels!of!poverty!and!vulnerability.!

                                                
118!https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/ukMpovertyM2017!
119! This! allowance! is! provided! to! EU! jobseekers!who! have! spent! at! least! three!months! in! the!UK! (European!
Commission!2018).!
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In!the!case!of!Ecuadorian!migrants,!both!those!who!recently!moved!to!the!UK!and!their!

longer!settled!compatriots!are!employed!in!unskilled!and!lowMpaid!sectors,!often!earning!the!

London!Living!Wage,!and!they!are!subject!to!vulnerability,!flexibility,!fragmented!schedules,!

as!well!as!labour!exploitation!and!discrimination!(Ramos!2018a;!Mas!2014).!Onward!migrants!

also!have!the!burden!of!indebtedness,!linked!to!their!onward!move!and!mortgaged!properties!

in!Spain! (Mas!2016;!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016;!2019).!While!according! to!McIlwaine!and!

Bunge!(2016),!only!around!6%!of!OLAs!in!London!receive!outMofMwork!benefits,!and!1!out!of!5!

inMwork!benefits,!Ecuadorians!are!most!likely!to!claim!(62%),!with!a!slight!predominance!of!

women! (55%)! over!men! (45%).! This!mostly! pertains! to! contributory! child! benefit! (35.5%),!

housing!benefit!(32.5%)!and!tax!credits!(25%).120!However,!as!argued,!OLAs!EU!citizens!face!

barriers!in!having!access!to!welfare!provisions.!

!

3.3.3.3.2!Healthcare!
!
In!the!UK!the!National!Health!Service!(NHS),!established!in!1948,!is!a!taxMfunded!public!health!

system!providing!free!treatment!based!on!clinical!need.!The!UK!has!increasingly!adopted!a!

mixed!healthcare!model!of!independent!(private!and!thirdMsector)!providers,!with!the!NHSM

owned!entities!dealing!with!acute! general,! nonMpsychiatric! and!hospital! care,!whereas! the!

private! sector! manages! community! health! services.! The! public! system! has! recently! been!

subject! to!cutbacks!and!productivity!pressures! linked! to!austerity!measures,!with!negative!

effects!on!its!quality!(Lafond!et!al.!2014;!Chalkley!and!Sussex!2018).!

In! the! UK,! free! healthcare! access! is! based! on! ordinary! residency,! regardless! of!

nationality,!public! insurance!contributions!or! tax!payments! (EMN!2014).!On!the!one!hand,!

primary! care! (ordinary! visits! to! general! practitioners,! dentists! or! pharmacists)! is! free! and!

available! to! all! migrants,! but,! on! the! other! hand,! secondary! care! (specialized! hospital!

treatment)! is! free! in! case! of! emergency! and! lifeMthreatening! situations.! However,! due! to!

recent! reforms,! hospitals! can! charge! fees!which!must! be! paid! in! advance! (Keith! and! Van!

Ginneken!2015).!Although!EU!citizens!are!entitled!to!free!primary!and!secondary!care!up!to!

three!months,!through!the!European!Health!Insurance!Card!system,!recent!measures!targeted!

at!EU!migrants!restrict!free!healthcare!to!economically!inactive!migrants!(Benton!2013,!p.!4).!

                                                
120! The! report! by! McIlwaine! and! Bunge! (2016)! points! out! that! an! important! part! of! OLAs! have! received!
unemployment!benefits!in!the!country!(mainly!Spain)!where!they!lived!previously!(43%,!while!only!7%!received!
these!after!moving!to!the!UK),!with!slightly!more!often!men!receiving!them!(48%)!than!women!(39%).!As!they!
argue,!this!type!of!claiming!tends!to!continue!only!for!short!periods!of!time!in!the!UK,!as!a!temporary!safety!
valve.!
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The!recent!2014!Immigration!Act!also!restricted!free!healthcare!access!to!migrants!having!an!

indefinite!leave!to!remain!(Broomfield!2014).!After!the!austerity!measures,!already!existing!

barriers!linked!to!migrants’!healthcare!access!(e.g.,!with!respect!to!information,!language!and!

transport)!were!reinforced!(see!for!example!ENRVH!2017).!

As!Mas!(2014)!argues,!OLAs!face!access!problems!to!health!services!in!the!UK!as!well,!

because! they! are! not! adequately! informed! about! their! entitlements! and! registration!

procedure,!which!also!relates!to!funding!cuts!(e.g.!for!interpreting!services).!The!greater!part!

of!Ecuadorians!(87%!in!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016;!see!also!McIlwaine!et!al.!2011,!p.!97)!do!

not!use!the!NHS,!due!to!their!dissatisfaction!with!its!services,!in!terms!of!short!appointment!

times,! lack!of!diagnosis!and! frequent!administration!of! routine!painkillers! instead!of!other!

types!of!medicine.!An!alternative!for!Latin!Americans!to!ensure!this!need!is!to!travel!abroad!

(7%!went! to! their!previous!European!country!of! residence!and!5%! to! Latin!America),!with!

women!more!likely!(18%)!than!men!(8%)!to!travel!for!these!purposes!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!

2016).!

!

3.3.3.3.3!Housing!!
!

In!the!UK,!especially!in!London,!average!costs!are!high,!and!this!domain!represents!the!highest!

proportion! of! its! social! protection! expenditure! (4.7%! in! 2015,! ESSPROS! 2015).! There! is! a!

shortage! of! social! housing,! which! suffers! from! overcrowding! (GLA! 2011)! and! is! linked! to!

conditionality!and!“responsible!behavior”!(Dwyer!2004).!

Due!to!high!housing!costs,!a!significant!part!of!OLAs! in!London! live! in!overcrowded!

housing! conditions,! sharing! their! accommodation!with! other! people,! and! being! subject! to!

housing! deprivation,! with! Ecuadorians! among! the! nationalities! more! likely! affected! by!

overcrowding!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016).!In!particular!women!find!themselves!in!the!most!

vulnerable!situation,!being!exposed!to!privacy!and!safety!problems!in!shared!bedrooms!(Mas!

2014;!McIlwaine!et!al.!2011).!Ecuadorians!are!among!the!nationalities!who!most!likely!live!in!

rental!accommodation,!as!is!also!true!of!other!groups!from!Latin!America,!whereas!about!a!

third!of!them!are!living!in!local!authority!or!social!housing,!which!is!significantly!less!than!other!

migrant!populations!and!the!UK!population!as!a!whole.!!!

In!order!to!claim!housing!assistance,!EU!nationals!must!satisfy!the!habitual!residency!

test,!which!may!require!up!to!two!years!of!residence!and!is!subject!to!the!discretion!of!local!

authorities!(Housing!Rights!Information!2014).!!
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OLAs!report!barriers!in!their!access!to!related!entitlements,!due!to!discrimination!and!

refusal!by!public!officials,!which!implies!a!more!arduous!settlement!process.!At!the!same!time,!

however,! housing! benefits! are! the! type! of! benefits! that! they! mostly! receive! in! the! UK!

(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016;!Mas!2014).!Similar!to!other!welfare!provisions,!the!2014!reforms!

restricted!access!for!EU!citizens,!who!have!to!satisfy!the!condition!of!having!lived!in!the!UK!for!

at! least! three!months! before! being! habitually! considered! resident! and! get! a!work! permit!

(whereas!the!status!of!jobseeker!is!no!longer!valid).!This!affects!precarious!migrants!with!partM

time!and!unstable!employment!to!access!housing!assistance,!with!particular!difficulties! for!

women,!who!have!to!combine!work!and!care!responsibilities!(LAWRS!et!al.!n.d,!p.8).!

!
3.3.3.3.4!Education!
!
In!the!UK!education!is!universal!and!freely!accessible!for!all!children!aged!between!5!and!16,!

regardless!of!immigration!or!residence!status.!Two!types!of!schools!exist:!state!schools!which!

are!free!of!charge,!and!independent!schools!(costing!a!fee!of!about!₤5.000!per!term).!Children!

between! 3! and! 4,! or! those! over! 2! from! disadvantaged! families! can! receive! free! nonM

compulsory!preMschool!education.!Adults!responsible!for!children!under!16!or!under!20,!if!they!

are!in!approved!education,!are!entitled!to!child!benefits,!amounting!to!about!14M20₤!per!week!

(Harding,!Wheaton!and!Butler!2017).!!

As!was!the!case!regarding!healthcare,!OLA’s!migrants!and!their!children!in!London!face!

challenges!with!respect!to!targeted! information!and! interpreting!services! linked!to!funding!

cuts,!which!makes!pressures!on!NGOs!working!with!the!Latin!American!community!(McIlwaine!

and!Bunge!2016).!Moreover,! the! introduction!of!course! fees! for! those!who!do!not!receive!

unemployment!benefits!makes!it!trickier!to!get!access!to!English!courses!(LAWRS!et!al.!n.d.;!

Mas!2014).!

!

3.3.3.3.5!Care!
!

A!core!principle!of!British!welfare!is!that!family!care!and!related!services!are!assumed!to!be!a!

private!matter!(Hemerijck!et!al.!2013,!p.!8).!In!the!UK!longMterm!benefits!include!cashMbenefits,!

medical!and!patient!care,!allowance!for!caregivers,!residential!care!and!aid!and!assistance!of!

a!nonMmedical!nature!(EMN!2014).!!

With!respect!to!children!and!social!care!in!the!UK,!it!should!be!pointed!out!that,!much!

of!early!childhood!education!and!childcare! is!being! left!to!the!market!and!therefore! in!the!
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hands!of!private!providers!(Lewis!and!West!2017).!Major!childcare!issues!in!the!UK!pertain!to!

increasing!social!care!demands,!funding!pressures,!varying!thresholds,!poor!and!inadequate!

services! in! some! areas,! workforce! challenges! and! poor! outcomes! for! children! in! need!

(Cromarty,!Bellis,!and!Harker!2018).!Recent!reforms!in!2014!also!excluded!EU!nationals!from!

childcareMrelated!benefits!during!the!first!three!months!of!their!stay!in!the!UK.!For!this!reason,!

childcare!has!become!an!issue!for!precarious!Latin!American!women,!who!also!have!to!cope!

with!the!high!costs!of!living!in!London!(LAWRS!2014,!p.9).!

But!funding!constraints!have!also!affected!social!care!for!the!elderly.!Latin!Americans!

are!rarely!entitled!to!carer!allowance!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016),!and!longMterm!care!in!the!

UK!is!only!available!to!thirdMcountry!nationals!who!hold!a!longMterm!residence!permit!(EMN!

2014).!Like!in!Spain,!there!is!a!gap!in!the!literature!on!the!oldMage!care!needs!of!this!community!

in!the!UK.!

!
! !
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3.4!Conclusion!
!

!
This!chapter!has!examined!the!Ecuadorian!migration!to!Spain!and!England,!which!over!the!

past! two!decades!was! shaken!by! several! contextual! socioMeconomic! crises.!The!2008!crisis!

destabilized!a!previously!rather!successful!process!of!settlement!in!Spain,!producing!ongoing!

reconfigurations!of!Ecuadorian!families!and!their!TSP!rearrangements,!with!a!further!family!

scattering.!These!imply!returns!and!onward!migration!to!secondary!destinations!such!as!the!

UK,!mainly!motivated!by!labour!security.!

Moreover,!I!provided!a!comprehensive!overview!of!the!Spanish,!Ecuadorian!and!British!

social!protection!systems,!in!their!multidimensional!concerns!among!the!various!domains!and!

actors!of!provisions,!as!well!as!their!evolution!over!time.!In!this!regard,!my!discussion!revealed!

a!general! improvement!of!public!provisions! in!different!social!protection!areas! in!Ecuador,!

even!though!still!presenting!important!challenges,!as!well!as!a!gap!on!evidence!of!nonMstate!

actors’!impact.!On!the!European!side,!my!argument!highlighted!the!recent!progressive!welfare!

retrenchment!expressed!by!the!austerity!measures!following!the!global!economic!recession,!

especially!impacting!Spain,!but!also!England.!

The! comparative! perspective! presenting! these! two! different! European! receiving!

contexts!reflects!the!“best!practice”!of!topMdown!state!schemes!related!to!Spanish!migration!

and! welfare! schemes,! formally! advancing! social! protection! arrangements! of! Ecuadorian!

transnational!families.!Yet!their!impact!is!weakened!by!diverse!factors,!such!as!the!dramatic!

effects!of!the!recession!on!migrants’!labour!and!social!protection!conditions,!as!well!as!the!

informality!of!certain!sectors,!such!as!the!domestic!sector.!On!the!other!hand,!the!migrants’!

incorporation!into!the!British!welfare!system!is!de!facto!constrained,!despite!the!rhetoric!of!

British!media!and!policy!actors!on!their!country!being!a!welfare!magnet!and!purported!abuse!

by!EU!citizens.!!!

Having! contextualized! actors! in! their! resource! and! constraints! environments,! which!

resulted!in!a!detailed!background!framework,!it!is!now!possible!to!look!more!closely!at!the!

actual!realities!of!migrant!life!as!explored!in!this!study’s!empirical!chapters.!

! !
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!

!

!

!

CHAPTER!4!!

CHALLENGED!SUPPORT!“BACK!HOME”!IN!TIMES!
OF!RECESSION121!

!

!

! !

                                                
121!Part!of!this!chapter!has!been!accepted!for!publication!as:!Palash,!P.,!&!Serra,!E.!(forthcoming!2020).!Gérer!la!
vieillesse!dans!les!familles!transnationales.!Ethnographies!comparées!Equateur!/!Soudan.!Espaces!et!Societés.!



!164!

4.1!Introduction!
!
This!first!empirical!chapter!focuses!on!crossMborder!practices!enacted!by!Ecuadorian!migrants!

in!Europe!to!ensure!social!protection!concerns!of!their!families!in!Ecuador.!To!do!so,!I!consider!

their! financial! involvements!as!well!as!other!ways!of!covering!the!needs!of!relatives! in!the!

origin!country,!observing!the!related!readjustments!over! time.!The! financial! recession!that!

started! in!2008!represents!a!turning!point!of!social!protection!arrangements! in!Ecuadorian!

transnational!families,!affecting!migrants’!capacity!of!being!implicated!in!support,!as!well!as!

producing!a!spatial!reconfiguration!of!families,!with!returns!and!onward!migration.!!!

The!aim!of!this!chapter!is!to!contribute!to!the!literature!on!transnational!families!and!

social!protection!concerns.!It!is!largely!focused!on!gendered!protective!practices!of!migrant!

mothers!with!their!children!“left!behind”!(see!for!example!Villamar!and!Acosta!2002;!Olivié,!

Ponce!and!Onofa!2008;!Parella!2007;!Herrera!2013;!Mazzucato!and!Dito!2018).!As!shown!by!

the!findings!of!this!study,!at!a!mature!stage!of!migrants’!settlement!in!Europe!since!the!early!

2000s,! after! a! rather! successful! reunification! process! (Iglesias! et! al.! 2015),! TSP! ties! have!

become!more!complex,!more!often!implying!extended!family,!in!particular!migrants’!parents.!!

Migrants’!TSP!provisions!are!shaped!through!the!life!course!(Baldassar!et!al.!2007),!and!

they! are! also! influenced!by!evolving! conditions!of! the! specific! environments!where! family!

members! are! located! (Baldassar! and!Merla! 2014).! In! this! regard,! the! global! recession!and!

consequent! austerity!measures! have! shaken!migrants’! situation,! exposing! them! and! their!

families!in!Europe!to!vulnerability,!impacting!their!capacity!of!being!implicated!in!support!with!

families!in!the!origin!country.!While!until!recently,!in!particular!the!literature!on!migration!and!

development!praised!migrants’!economic!remittances,!in!the!last!years!this!appears!to!have!

been!attenuated!(Carling,!2014,!p.!219).!In!a!context!of!financial!crisis,!a!gap!can!be!observed!

in!the!literature!addressing!its!effects!on!migrants’!financial!involvements!with!families!“back!

home”,! in! particular! as! regards! qualitative! evidence.! Although! several! studies! focusing! on!

Ecuadorian!migrants!provide!evidence!in!this!respect!(Herrera!2012;!2016;!Iglesias!et!al.!2015),!

they!exclusively!focus!on!Spain,!neglecting!ongoing!rearrangements!of!TSP!provisions!in!other!

emerging! contexts! such! as! the! UK! (McIlwaine! and! Bunge! 2016).!Moreover,! these! studies!

refrain!from!a!deeper!analysis!of!welfare!concerns,!while!they!also!lack!an!inMdepth!approach!

disclosing! interpersonal! dynamics,! and! these! two! aspects! are! in! fact! crucial! to! shaping!

transnational! arrangements.! This! chapter! aims! to! address! these! gaps,! providing! recent!

qualitative!and!ethnographic!evidence.!
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Two!research!questions!guide!my!argument! in!this!chapter:!How!do!migrants!have!

ensured! social! protection! concerns! of! their! families! in! Ecuador! over! time?!Based! on! this!

question,!I!explore!the!variety!of!practices!and!resources!mobilized!by!migrants!engaging!in!

TSP!practices!to!cover!diverse!types!of!family!members!and!their!evolving!needs!along!the!life!

course,!while!acknowledging! the!contextual!conditions! in! the!origin!country! (Ecuador)!and!

receiving!countries!(Spain!and!England)!shaping!such!provisions.!

The! second! interrogation! pertains! to! the! following! issue:! Which! challenges! do!

migrants!experience!in!providing!cross:border!support?!By!focusing!on!recurrent!situations!

emerging!in!the!field,!I!enter!more!inMdepth!into!the!everyday!challenges!faced!by!migrants!in!

their! protective! responsibilities! with! families! “back! home”,! regarding! both! inner! family!

interplays!and!the!contextual!conditions!influencing!TSP!arrangements.!

To!develop!my!argument,!I!draw!on!the!data!of!the!sixtyMthree!transnational!families!

in!the!sample.!The!chapter! is!organized!in!two!main!parts! linked!to!the!research!questions!

above.!The!first!part,!4.2,!shows!migrants’!varied!ways!of!ensuring!diverse!needs!of!families!in!

Ecuador,!related!to!the!five!social!protection!areas!considered!in!this!study.!The!second!part,!

4.3,!explores!the!challenges!and!implicit!intraMfamiliar!tensions!of!TSP!arrangements,!linked!to!

migrants’!affected!capacity!of!being!engaged!in!provisions!and!the!inadequacies!of!welfare!

systems!here!and!there.!This!is!followed!by!several!concluding!remarks.!!

!
!
!

! !
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4.2!Multifaceted!Support!over!the!Life!Course!and!
Varying!Circumstances!
!

!
Migrants’!involvements!with!families!in!Ecuador!concern!various!social!protection!areas!and!

beneficiaries.!While!before!reunifying!their!nuclear! family,! their!support!used!to!be!mainly!

addressed!to!their!children!and!their!caregivers,!as!well!as!several!extended!family!members!

along!the!lines!of!solidarity!for!diverse!needs!(see!also!Olivié!et!al.!2008;!MataMCodesal!2012b),!

this!gradually!changed!in!the!last!decade.!In!particular!after!the!financial!recession!began!to!

affect!their!support!capacity!(cf.!Iglesias!et!al.!2015),122!migrants!had!to!become!more!selective!

in!their!TSP!provisions.!Increasingly,!these!were!mainly!addressed!to!their!aging!parents,!many!

of!whom!grew!economically!dependent! in!the!absence!of!any!form!of!pension! in!Ecuador,!

affecting!the!lives!of!older!women!in!particular.!In!some!cases,!moreover,!support!from!Europe!

was! also! addressed! to! returned! nuclear! family! members,! which! underscores! that!

transnational!family!members!are!not!spatially!fixed!and!may!hardly!fit!the!steady!categories!

of!“migrants”!and!“not!migrants”,!as!most!studies!assume.123!Although!the!money!transfer!is!

generally!the!most!impactful!form!of!help,!migrants’!provisions!also!included!other!modes!of!

support,!which!gain!a!greater!significance!after!suffering!the!effects!of!the!recent!crisis.!These!

provisions! sometimes! reflect! differences! among! migrants! naturalized! in! Spain! and! those!

settled!in!the!UK!for!a!long!time.!The!subsections!below!show!migrants’!multifaceted!ways!of!

providing!for!families!in!Ecuador,!focusing!on!the!diverse!social!protection!areas!addressed!by!

this!study,!while!also!acknowledging!that!they!are!often!interlinked.124!!

!

4.2.1!Income!!
!
The!area!of! income!is!one!of!the!fundamental!social!protection!domains!in!which!migrants!

have!engaged!through!diverse!forms!of!support.!Provisions!for!this!purpose!are!channelled!by!

relatives!in!Ecuador!to!cover!several!necessities!related!to!living!expenses!(food,!bills,!clothing!

etc.)!and!diverse!emerging!needs!related!to!other!social!protection!areas!as!well.!!

                                                
122!Over!the!last!years,!as!indicated!by!Iglesias!et!al.!(2015,!pp.!85;!172),!migrants’!economic!capacity!to!support!
in!Ecuador!from!Spain!dropped!over!fifty!per!cent!(M51,9%,!from!monthly!average!181,93!€!to!87,45!€)!!
123!See!page!58M59!(chapter!1).!On!returns!see!page!101!(chapter!2).!
124!See!for!example!pp.!36;!43;!173.!
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In! the! first! years! of!migration,! the! financial! support! provided! by!migrants! to! their!

families!in!Ecuador!was!meant!to!ensure!the!needs!of!their!children!and!their!caregivers,!often!

their!mothers!and!mothersMinMlaw,!as!argues!Juan!(61,!lower!SES,!London):!“We!supported!my!

fatherWinWlaw!and!also!my!motherWinWlaw”.!He!would!often!be!informed!by!his!children!that!a!

particular! bill! needed! to! be! paid,! such! as! for! electricity.! In! effect,! focused! quantitative!

evidence!from!Spain!shows!that!in!the!early!2000s!the!main!receivers!of!money!transfers!for!

this!general!purpose!were!mostly!migrants’!parents,!parentsMinMlaw!and!other!caregivers,!and,!

secondarily,! children! (Olivié! et! al.! 2008).! Moreover,! it! was! common,! if! less! so,! to! send!

remittances!to!spouses!still!living!in!Ecuador.!!

Financial! support! of! the! family!might! also!be!provided! to!members! of! the! extended!

family,! in! particular! siblings! (cf.!MataMCodesal! 2012b).! Consider,! for! instance,! the! case! of!

Antonia:!!

I!came!here!when!I!was!21,!and!my!sister!came!when!she!was!19.!My!brother!who!stayed![in!
Ecuador]!was!15,!the!other!sister!12,!and!another!sister!7;!they!still!were!children.!So!step!by!step!
together![with!her!sister]!we!achieved!to!provide!help!to!all.!To!all.!I!had!to!send!money!to!my!

family,!for!this!reason!my!whole!salary!went!to!Ecuador,!because!apart!from!my!child,!I!had!to!

support!my!siblings.!

!

Antonia,!38,!lower!SES,!Montcada!Reixac,!2016!

When!Antonia!and!her!sister!migrated!to!Spain,!the!economic!and!social!protection!situation!

in!their!origin!country!was!constraining.!This!is!why!their!continued!support!was!needed,!also!

after!reunifying!their!nuclear!families.!This!was!in!fact!the!case!for!most!families!in!this!study,!

who!also!supported!other!members!of!their!extended!family.!!

In!the!more!recent!years,!despite!the!hardships!of!the!recession!in!Europe,!much!of!the!

support! provided! by! migrants! went! to! their! parents.! Many! of! them! grow! particularly!

vulnerable!when! aging,! also! because! due! to! labour! informality! they! are! rarely! entitled! to!

retirement!pension.!This!is!true!in!particular!for!women,!who!historically!were!more!dedicated!

to!domestic! tasks! than! to!a!breadwinner! role,!and! therefore! they!suffer!greater!economic!

dependency!(Herrera!2013).!This!is!how!Alejandro!talked!about!his!mother,!who!supported!

his!grandmother!after!his!grandfather!died:!

"And!you!know!that![in!Ecuador!it!is]!the!husband!who!leads!the!house,!no?!...!This!is!why!my!

mother!supports!her!...!Because!imagine!your!mother!is!here!in!Europe!and!she!does!not!have!a!

pension!or!anything.!!

Alejandro,!31,!higher!SES,!London,!2016!

Providing!for!elderly!parents!represents!a!moral!obligation,!and!this!needs!to!be!sustained!

even!when!migrants!themselves!face!economic!hardships!in!Europe.!This!obligation!actually!
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can!also!be!challenged!by!inadequate!topMdown!social!protection!schemes,!as!I!explain!in!more!

detail!in!the!next!part!of!this!chapter.!

Even!when!parents!are!entitled!to!a!pension,!this!may!not!be!enough!to!cover!their!

cost!of!living,!as!indicated!by!Ramón!(50,!higher!SES,!Barcelona):!“My!father!paid!contributions!

for!more!than!30!years.!And!he! just!gets!monthly!$320.!What’s! the!point?”!Other!parents,!

however,! receive! even! less,! such! as! those! of! Gabriela! (53,! lower! SES,! Barcelona),! whose!

father’s!pension!amounts!to!get!less!than!$90!each!month.!When!not!so!lucky!to!be!entitled!

to!a!pension,!migrants’!parents!sometimes!get!a!“symbolic”!social!assistance!benefit.!This!is!

the!case!for!the!mother!of!Josefina!(35,!lower!SES,!London):!“Well,!then!she![her!mother]!has!

a!tiny!bit!of!money,
125

!as!she!puts!it!…!My!mother!was!receiving!$!30!or!$!20,!when!I!left!this!

last!year.!…!a!bonus!to!people!over!65”.!!Clearly,!this!is!not!enough!to!cover!the!basic!expenses!

for! food! in! Ecuador,! which! was! recently! estimated! to! be! $! 700.126! These! gaps! between!

migrants’!parents!in!the!origin!context!imply!inequality!repercussions!on!migrants!supporting!

from!abroad,!in!particular!when!facing!vulnerability.!

!

Furthermore,!migrants’!TSP!provisions!to!families!in!Ecuador!are!not!limited!to!money!

transfers! from! Europe,! but! also! include! their! financial! resources! owned! in! Ecuador.! For!

example,!migrants!may!share!with!their!relatives!the!income!of!their!properties!in!the!Andean!

country,!which! they! owned!before!migrating! or! acquired! afterwards! and!which!may! have!

acquired!value!in!the!recent!period.127!This!is!in!fact!how!Ramón!mentioned!earlier!provided!

for!his!returned!nuclear!family!and!his!father,!after!his!capacity!to!do!so!was!affected!by!the!

crisis!in!Spain.!Mateo!organized!a!similar!arrangement!since!his!first!years!of!migration:!

When!I!came!here![to!London],!my!father!had!a!small!house!of!one!floor,!so!my!idea!was!making!

a!second!floor!that!they!could!rent!out!and!have!a!monthly!pension!…!because!I!knew!that!one!

day!I!would!have!less!chance!to!help!them!with!monthly!money!transfers.!!

!

Mateo,!40,!lower!SES,!London,!2016!

Similar!practices,!reflecting!how!the!domain!of!income!is!intertwined!with!that!of!housing,!are!

found!by!MataMCodesal!(2012b,!p.!153)!in!the!villages!of!Pindo!and!Xarbán,!while!there!is!also!

relevant!evidence!with! respect! to!other!sending!contexts,! such!as!Mexico! (Grigolini!2005),!

Colombia!(Zapata!2017)!and!Senegal!(Tall!2009).!!

                                                
125!The!interviewee!used!the!term!“granito”,!which!means!bit!and!is!literally!related!to!“grain!of!sand”.!!
126!On!the!topic!of!welfare!benefits!for!low!income!persons!in!Ecuador!and!migrants’!support,!see!pp.!188M191,!
and!page!137!(chapter!3).!
127!On!this!topic,!see!the!next!chapter.!
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Similarly,! in! a! few! privileged! families,!migrants!who! are! entitled! to! state! support! in!

Ecuador!share!this!income!with!their!relatives,!as!occurs!in!the!family!of!Jorge!(68,!higher!SES,!

Barcelona),! a! retired!entrepreneur!who! lives! in!Barcelona:! "My!wife,! for! example,! has! the!

retirement!pension!that!she!gets!there,!and!she!always!shares!it!with!family.!She!proportionally!

distributes!all!the!money!to!all!of!them".!In!this!case,!her!support!consists!of!a!monthly!sum!of!

$!400!from!her!pension.!Similar!TSP!arrangements!are!found!in!Caribbean!families!(Reynolds!

and!Zontini!2006).!It!is!obvious,!however,!that!not!all!migrants!have!such!resources!available!

“back!home”.!!

When!the!situation!of!migrants’!families!in!Europe!is!precarious,!they!mainly!focus!on!

providing! financial! backing! to! their! parents,! and! have! to! limit! support! demands! of! other!

relatives.!As!commented!by!Gabriela:!

It’s!not!so!easy!because!here!neither!there!is!enough!money.!They!sometimes!do!not!know!the!

situation!that!we!face.!They!say!“My!sister!there!has![money]”.!My!sister!tells!me!“Give!me!a!

loan”.![But]!I!don't!have!to!lend!her.!“Sister,!I!send!you![money]!to!buy!the!prescription,!and!that's!

it”.!

!

Gabriela,!53,!lower!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!!

Again,!the!solidarity!of!these!TSP!provisions!to!adult!members!of!the!extended!family!in!recent!

years!has!also!been!motivated!by!the!fact!that!Ecuadorian!welfare!covers!to!a!limited!extent.!

For! instance,! unemployment!benefits!were! introduced!only! recently,! and! social! assistance!

benefits!are!very!low.128!!

In!such!a!situation,!other!ways!of!providing!material!support!become!more!important,!

such!as!by!sending!resources!generating!income!to!Ecuador.!Some!respondents!indicated!that!

they!have!sent!clothing!or!technological!devices,!bought!for!a!cheaper!price! in!Europe!and!

sold!by!their! families! in!the!Andean!country.!“In!Ecuador!you!can!sell! those!clothes!for!4W5!

times!of!their!price”,!argues!Martha!(37,!higher!SES,!London),!who!has!sent!party!clothing!to!

her!extended!family!in!Quito.!I! in!fact!observed!a!respondent!in!Quito!(about!35!years!old,!

lower! SES)! selling! clothing,! technological! devices! (a! camera! and! an! IMphone)! and! technical!

mountain!equipment! to!wealthy!professional!acquaintances!such!as!a! lawyer.!These! items!

were!sent!by!his!family!from!London,!generating!a!source!of!income.!

!

4.2.2!Healthcare!
!

                                                
128!See!page!137!(chapter!3).!
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Another! fundamental! area! in! which!migrants! provide! support! from! Europe! is! healthcare.!

Although! the!healthcare! system!should! formally!be!universally! accessible!while! it! has! also!

been! subject! to! important! improvements,! it! still! presents! important! gaps.! This! makes!

migrants’!support!relevant!when!it!comes!to!financing!preventive,!curative!and!emergency!

care!and!medicines!to!their!relatives!in!their!country!of!origin!(Ponce,!Olivié!and!Onofa!2011;!

LopezMCevallos!and!Chi!2012).!

“There!is!always!something!to!pay;!everything!the!doctor!in!the!hospital!administers!

you!have!to!buy.!Healthcare!is!for!free.!Injections,!serums!and!other![medicines]!you!have!to!

buy”,!according!to!Mario!(40,!lower!SES,!London)!who,!until!he!met!with!serious!problems!in!

his!nuclear!family!in!Europe,!was!constantly!engaged!in!ensuring!these!medical!needs!for!his!

mother! and! other! relatives.!Migrants! often! complain! that! receiving!medical! care! tends! to!

involve!a!long!lasting!process,!and!this!puts!their!ability!to!provide!for!their!next!of!kin!at!risk.!!

The!parents!of!migrants!are!among!the!main!recipients!of!their!support!for!medical!

needs!(cf.!MataMCodesal!2012b).!This!is!in!part!due!to!the!fact!that!these!parents,!especially!

their!mothers,!did!not!pay!into!the!social!security!system.!As!argued!by!Gloria!(45,!lower!SES,!

Cerdanyola):!“The!price!of!the!medical!examination!was!$50!because!she![her!mother]!never!

paid!any!contributions,!and!then!she!also!had!to!pay!a!private!doctor,!while! the!medicines!

costed!some!$!150.”!For!the!same!reason,!every!month!Jacques!(23,!lower!SES,!London)!sends!

$!80!to!his!mother,!who!recently!gave!birth!to!his!halfMsister,!while!his!mother!explicitly!asked!

him!to!support!her!voluntary!participation!in!the!social!security!system.129!Such!arrangement!

would!not!only!ensure!his!mother’s!and!newMborn!sister’s!healthcare,!but!also!his!mother’s!

future!old!age!income,!accruing!contributions!and!guaranteeing!her!future!state!pension.!

Families! in!Ecuador!often!combine!public!healthcare!facilities!with!private!healthcare!

because! of! its! quicker! access! and! better! care,! as! also! reported! by!MataMCodesal! (2012b).!

Ramón!has!always!helped!his!father:!

because!he!underwent!surgery,!I!had!to!send!him!money,!so!he!could!stay!in!a!clinic,!where!he!

was!better!treated!and!all!that!…!I!had!to!support!him!economically!in!order!to!ensure!that!he!

received!much!more!adequate!care!in!a!private!clinic.!

Ramón,!50,!higher!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!

!
When!migrants!want!to!have!their!relatives!join!them!in!Europe,!such!as!parents,!they!have!

to!pay!costly!private!healthcare!insurance!in!their!origin!country.!This!much!is!argued!by!Paula!

                                                
129!On!the!Voluntary!Social!Security!affiliation!in!Ecuador,!see!page!135;!on!the!healthcare!conditions!in!Ecuador!
see!pp.!138M139!(chapter!3).!
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(42,!lower!SES,!Barcelona):!“I!would!like!to!bring!my!mother.!I!had!to!pay!the!insurance!to!bring!

her!here![to!Barcelona]!(…)!She!had!to!have!a!healthcare!insurance!there![in!Ecuador],!in!order!

to!show!to!Spain!that!this!country!will!not!have!to!pay!all!the!costs![in!the!event!of!medical!

bills].”!Needlessly,!Paula!paid!three!times!the!costly!private!healthcare!insurance!in!Ecuador,!

which!is!required!to!obtain!the!visa!to!Europe,!but!she!still!failed!to!get!her!mother!to!join!her.!

Siblings!are!also!among!the!beneficiaries!of!support!for!this!crucial!need.!One!example!

involved!Claudia!(37,!lower!SES!London).!Because!of!her!long!time!undocumented!legal!status!

in!England,!she!has!never!had!the!chance!to!visit!her!family! in!Ecuador,!which!put!her! in!a!

difficult!situation!after!her!brother!was!in!a!car!accident:!!

He!was!in!a!coma!in!Ecuador...!And!the!only!thing!that!you!can!do!is!crying,!crying,!crying,!sending!

money,!sending!money.!Money!does!not!buy!anything,!neither!health!nor!happiness,!but!you!feel!

it!to!be!your!duty!and!it!is!the!only!way!to!help.!

Claudia,!37,!low!SES,!London,!2016!!

For!migrants!with!dual!citizenship,!such!as!respondents!in!Spain,!the!situation!was!different,!

because! they! could! freely! travel! to! and! spend! time! in! Ecuador,! depending! on! their! job!

obligations!and!financial!resources.!

CrossMborder!support!to!meet!medical!needs!may!also!pertain!to!other!extended!kin,!as!

in!the!case!of!Victoria:!!

My!niece!was!burnt!and!obviously,!she!needed!money!….![And!there!was!also]!another!niece!who!

died.!Before!she!died,!they!had!to!take!her!to!the!emergency!room!in!Cuenca,!and!they!needed!

money!for!the!plane,!the!stay!and!the!medicines.!!

Victoria,!42,!higher!SES,!London,!2016!!

Victoria’s!quote!highlights!another!important!concern!in!which!migrants!assist!their!relatives,!

which!is!the!cost!of!burial,!as!also!established!by!the!findings!of!!MataMCodesal!(2014;!2012b)!

and! Herrera! (2012).! If! migrants! would! like! to! be! personally! present! at! such! trying! family!

moments,!this!is!not!always!possible,!which!can!be!a!source!of!frustration!for!migrants.!

As!in!the!area!of!income,!migrants’!support!does!not!exclusively!pertain!to!the!transfer!

of!money,!but!may!also!involve!other!resources,!such!as!medicines.!This!was!an!issue!in!Spain,!

because!medicines!are!cheaper!in!Europe!than!in!Ecuador.!Luisa!(about!60!years!old,!lower!

SES,!Quito)!who!returned!from!Spain!in!2009,!suffered!from!serious!thrombosis!and!needed!

to!take!medicines!on!a!daily!basis,!which!would!be!a!costly!affair!in!Ecuador.!It!was!attractive!

to! her,! then,! to! receive! them! from!her! siblings! in!Murcia.! This!might! positively! affect! her!

healthcare!but!also!her!income,!because!at!her!age!labour!reintegration!“back!home”!is!quite!

a!challenge.!Still,!such!crossMborder!medical!arrangements!are!not!easy!to!organize,!as!argued!

by!Paula!(42,!lower!SES,!Barcelona):!“The!medicine!is!a!bit!complicated!to!send.!It!works!only!
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if!someone!who!travels![takes!it!along],!but!sending!it!through!packages,!no”.!In!fact,!sending!

medicines!in!packages!from!Europe!is!formally!not!allowed,!thus!migrants!often!ask!this!favour!

from!friends!who!travel!to!the!Andean!country.!!Meñaca!(2009)!reports!a!similar!finding!on!

Ecuadorian!domestic!workers! transferring!medicines!subject! to!prescription,! to!which!they!

have! eased! access! thanks! to! their! type! of! occupation.! As! this! study! revealed,! such!

arrangement!was!also!available!to!other!respondents,!in!terms!of!both!gender!and!occupation.!

!
!
Figure!n.!23.!Migrants’!presents!for!their!families!in!Ecuador.!In!the!lower!left!it!is!

possible!to!see!a!tool!for!measuring!blood!pressure.!

!
!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!London,!2016!

!
4.2.3!Housing!

!
!

Migrants’!TSP!provisions!are!also!addressed!for!the!domain!of!housing,!as!other!studies!have!

reported! as! well.! During! the! fieldwork,! I! observed! this! in,! for! example,! Cuenca! and! the!

surrounding! area,! as! well! as! in! the! Quito! suburb! of! Llano! Grande,! where! the! impressive!

eclectic!multiMfloor!houses!built!with!dollars!from!the!US!and!euros!from!Europe!stand!out!

among!the!more!traditional!buildings!(see!also!MataMCodesal!2014).!!!

!

!

!
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Figure!n.!24.!A!view!on!a!migrant!house!in!Ambato,!financed!by!migrants!from!

London,!who!later!returned!to!live!to!their!region!of!origin.!

!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!Ambato,!2016!

!

Money!transfers!from!overseas!are!addressed!to!finance!housing!construction,!refurbishment!

and!other!interrelated!expenses,!contributing!to!the!improvement!of!the!everyday!life!with!

respect!to!this!basic!need,!with!more!salubrious,!functional!and!spacious!dwelling!(Ibid).!As!

this!research!indicated,!this!money!may!go!to!a!variety!of!beneficiaries,!including!migrants’!

parents!and!diverse!extended!relatives.!This!investment!in!housing!is!also!made!for!migrants!

themselves!for!their!future!and!possible!returns!(see!chapter!5).!

The!domain!of!housing!is!closely!interlinked!with!those!of!income,!in!particular!when!

families!in!Ecuador!rent!properties,!obtaining!money!to!ensure!their!diverse!needs,!resulting!

a!recurrent!practice!in!this!study!aimed!at!financially!protecting!families!in!times!of!recession!

in!Europe.130!Likewise,!some!families!use!the!ground!floor!of!the!houses!financed!by!migrants!

to!manage!a!small!business,!such!as!a!grocery,!which!contributes!some!basic!income.131!More!

in!general,!the!arrangement!linked!to!their!construction,!often!by!male!family!members,!and!

various!other!services!also!implies!money!allocations!assigned!by!migrants!abroad,!which!is!to!

the!mutual!benefit!of!family!members!here!and!there.!

                                                
130!See!next!chapter.!
131!See!page!178!(chapter!4).!
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Another! way! of! providing! support! with! respect! to! this! domain! is! leaving! properties!

owned!in!Ecuador!to!relatives,!often!for!indefinite!periods.!As!commented!by!Claudia,!who!

since!her!migration!to!the!UK!in!the!early!2000s!could!never!visit!her!family!in!Ecuador!because!

of!legal!status!problems:!

My!brother!lives!in!a!dwelling!that!I!managed!to!pay!in!the!past,!located!in!the!countryside.!But!

at!least!he!does!not!have!to!pay!me!the!rent;!I!did!not!even!ask!him,!so!I!think!that!it!is!way!of!

supporting!him.!And!I!said!to!him!that!if!one!day!I!can!give!it!to!him,!when!I!will!have!money,!I!

will!give!it!to!him.!If!my!spouse!will!agree.!

Claudia,!37,!lower!SES,!London,!2016!

Meanwhile,!she!can!rely!on!a!trustful!person!caring!her!property,!and!this!is!a!good!example!

of! mutual! interests! and! interdependence.! In! this! regard,! Mario! (40,! lower! SES,! London)!

pointed!out!that!laws!were!recently!adopted!in!his!origin!country!on!confiscation!of!migrants’!

properties!and!lands!if!abandoned!for!a!long!time,!after!which!government!will!assign!them!

to!needy!families.!For!this!reason,!he!and!his!exMwife!arranged!for!two!cousins!to!live!for!free!

in! their! threeMfloor! house,! the! construction! of! which! was! not! completed.! As! this! case!

illustrates,!migrants!are!always!caught! in!having! to!weigh! their!opportunities,! in!particular!

when—such!as! in! response! to! the! recession! in!Europe—they!may!have! to!prioritize!other,!

more!urgent!needs!here!and!there!(see!also!Olivié!et!al.!2008;!Herrera!2012).!

!
4.2.4!Education!!!
!

Another!area!of!support!by!migrants!is!education,!which!in!particular!in!the!past!was!often!

addressed!to!their!children,!but!other!relatives!benefited!from!it!as!well,! including!siblings,!

nephews,!grandchildren,!and!inMlaws.!Migrants!investing!in!this!domain!have!both!a!higher!or!

basic!education!background!in!Ecuador.!The!resources!dispatched!make!it!possible!to!pay!for!

education!materials,!tuition!fees,!transport,!food!etc.!!

Like! healthcare,! education! has! become! universally! accessible! under! the! new! 2008!

constitution,!but!de!facto!this!is!not!the!case!yet!as!regards!university!education.!Moreover,!

recent!reforms!have!complicated!things,!as!argues!Juana,!who!in!Ecuador!was!a!professor.!

Although!she!is!employed!in!the!domestic!sector,!she!participates!in!studies!on!education!of!

Latin! American! students! in! Barcelona! through! an! association! of! Ecuadorian! professors! of!

which!she!is!a!member.!As!she!told,!many!students!quit!their!study!

!because!of!this!system!….!The!university!decides!or!students!who!live!there!on!their!specialization!
and!where,! in!which!province!they!can!enrol.!This! forces!many!of!these!young!people!to!stop!

before!they!start!because!they!have!no!resources!to!move![to!another!city].!…!How!can!a!family!

pay!the!rent,!food!and!transport!when!a!father!earns!$300?!
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Juana,!50,!lower!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!

This! limits! the! real! access! to! public! universities,!while! private! options! are! very! expensive,!

ranging,!according!to!respondents!in!Ecuador,!from!$500!to!$800!per!month.!

Efforts!to!pursue!good!and!possibly!private!education!represent!an!investment,!as!it!

implies!upward!social!mobility!(Herrera!and!Carrillo!2009;!Oso!2011).!For!instance,!provisions!

addressed!to!this!domain!during!the!profitable!years!of!the!Spanish!economic!boom!served!as!

a!form!of!insurance!in!the!more!recent!period,!as!exemplified!by!the!fact!that!family!members!

managed!to!find!better!jobs!in!Ecuador!thanks!to!migrants’!support!in!the!past.132!When!this!

relates!to!migrants’!siblings,!this!may!imply!a!reciprocity!working!over!a!longer!time!frame!and!

involving!other!family!members,!such!as!migrants’!parents.!In!fact,!when!siblings!of!migrant!

find!a!decent!job!as!adults,!they!can!also!provide!for!their!aging!parents,!which!is!particularly!

valuable!for!precarious!migrants.!!

However,!even!when!family!members!in!Ecuador!managed!to!complete!an!academic!

study,! this!does!not!necessarily! imply! a! secure! situation! for! them.! For!example,! I!met! the!

children! of! Juan! (61,! lower! SES,! London)! in! Quito,! where! they! completed! their! university!

studies!at!the!famous!Catholic!university,!and!where!one!of!them!was!working! in!business!

administration!for!a!renowned!company!and!the!other!worked!as!a!professor.!However,!after!

their! parents’! sacrifices! to!pay! for! their! private! studies,! their! earnings!of! some!$360!each!

month! hardly! pays! for! their! rent! of! about! $200,! and! this! forces! these! thirtyMyearMolds! to!

continue!to!be!dependent!on!the!support!of!their!father!who!is!facing!hardships!in!London.133!

Anyway,!when!migrants!face!financial!difficulties!in!Europe,!they!have!to!give!priority!to!more!

vital!needs,!such!as!healthcare!or!basic!income!of!their!families.!

!

4.2.5!Care!
!

Another!domain!in!which!migrants!support!their!relatives!in!Ecuador!is!care.134!While!

in!the!first!half!of! the!2000s!this!TSP!arrangement!mainly! focused!on!young!migrants!with!

children! “left! behind”! in! Ecuador! (Parella! 2007;!Herrera! 2013),! at! this! stage! this! is!mainly!

organized!in!relation!to!their!aging!parents,!and!sometimes!other!extended!relatives.!Although!

migrants!often!claim!their!parents! to!be!“autonomous”,! the!common!arrangement! implies!

                                                
132!See!for!example!page!180!(chapter!4).!
133!On!the!story!of!this!family!see!more!in!detail!pp.!247M250!(chapter!6).!!
134!See!the!related!definition!at!page!44!of!chapter!1.!
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migrants!supporting!financially!their!parents!and!their!extended!family!caregivers,!within!their!

financial!possibilities.!This! reflects! that! informal!arrangements! linked!to!care!of!dependent!

family!members!often!take!on!a!tacit!and!implicit!character!(Reynolds!and!Zontini!2006;!Poeze!

et!al.!2017).!

The! support! of! dependent! family! members! and! their! caregivers! sometimes! also!

encompasses!other!extended!relatives,!as!in!the!case!of!Antonia:!

For!example,!in!my!case,!my!mother!always!assists!my!grandmother!…!she!is!elderly!but!still!alive.!

…!And!my!mother!in!turn!lets!us![Antonia!and!her!sisters!in!Spain]!know.!So,!it’s!like!we!know!

that!we!have!to!help!out!my!mother.!Whether!we!want!to!or!not,!we!have!to!say!‘Mum,!well,!we!

will!send!you!money!for!grandmother’…!

Antonia,!38,!lower!SES,!Montcada!Reixac,!2015!

This!also!shows!that!apart!from!financial!support,!Antonia!and!her!sisters!are!involved!through!

other!ways,!calling!“back!home”!to!follow!up!on!this!from!abroad!(see!also!Baldassar!et!al.!

2007).!Organizational! involvements!also! imply!migrants!travelling!to!their!origin!country!to!

assist! sick! family! members,! as! did! Josefina! (35,! lower! SES,! London)! when! she! was! less!

precarious:!“My!mother!became!seriously!ill.!I!went!to!Ecuador!overnight!…!I!went!only!for!one!

month!but!what!happened!is!that!I!had!to!remain!there!almost!two!months,!and!I!lost!my!job”.!

Such! arrangement! is! not! always! feasible! for! migrants,! because! of! their! job! and! other!

engagements,!their!legal!status!or!economic!conditions!(see!also!Baldassar!2014).!In!effect,!

this!practice!emerged!only!with!migrants! in!Spain,!mainly!women,!who!at! least!until!being!

immobilized! in! Europe! by! the! recession,! thanks! to! their! advantaged! legal! status! of! dual!

citizenship!could!travel!to!their!origin!country!for!this!reason,!also!to!assist!their!siblings.!

Furthermore,!more!rarely!migrants!hire!professionals!for!this!service!in!Ecuador,!as!in!

the!case!of!Jorge,!a!retired!trader!who!arranged!this!for!his!parents!in!Guayaquil:!!

I!sent![money]!from!here![Spain];!I!paid!a!monthly!wage!to!a!lady.!Because!my!sister!and!all!of!

them! [his! family! in!Ecuador]!had! to!work.!What! this! lady!had! to!do!was! to!provide!care!and!

arrange!things,!and!check!their!medication.!

Jorge,!68,!higher!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!
!
This!practice!depends!on!the!socioMeconomic!conditions!of!transnational!families.!The!greater!

part! of! families! organize! this! need! informally,! through!extended! family! networks! or! other!

actors!in!Ecuador!(see!also!Herrera!2013).!

! !
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4.3!Challenges!and!Tensions!in!Organizing!TSP!
Arrangements!
!

!
Protective!arrangements!are!meant!to!provide!support!and!alleviation!to!the!recipients,!but!

their!organization!is!not!always!fluid!or!unproblematic.!In!this!part!I!look!more!closely!at!the!

relational!and!emotional!nuances!entailed!in!tensions!over!TSP!involvements.!In!a!context!of!

resource!scarcity!for!migrants!in!Europe,!expectations!from!families!“back!home”!sometimes!

mismatch!with!their!capacity!of!being!implicated!in!support,!also!because!this!capacity!is!often!

subject! to! fluctuation.! This! calls! for!negotiations!over!needs!and!priorities!here! and! there,!

involving!assumptions!and!misunderstandings,!sometimes!based!on!distorted!imaginaries!on!

life!on!the!other!side,!which!may!be!amplified!by!long!absences,!physical!distance!and!partial!

virtual!images.!This!issue!will!be!developed!in!the!first!two!subsections!below.!On!the!other!

hand,!as!revealed!in!the!last!subsection,!challenges!in!building!TSP!do!not!only!relate!to!intraM

familiar! concerns,! but! also! to!mismatches! between!welfare! systems! visMàMvis! the!needs!of!

transnational!families.!

!

4.3.1!Negotiations!over!family!needs!here!and!there!
!
Satisfying!the!needs!and!interests!on!both!sides!of!their!transnational!families!may!prove!to!

be! challenging! for! migrants,! particularly! in! the! face! of! their! own! difficulties! abroad.! In!

Barcelona!I!almost!weekly!met!Rosa!(46,!lower!SES,!Barcelona),!attending!a!female!religious!

evangelical!group!that!she!led!in!her!house,!while!I!also!met!her!and!her!children!outside!of!

this!setting,!in!their!house!and!in!bars!of!her!neighbourhood!in!Hospitalet.!This!woman!and!

her!three!children!moved!to!the!Catalan!capital!in!2005!to!join!her!husband,!from!whom!she!

separated!sometime!later.!Since!a!few!years!she!had!been!working!in!a!private!nursery!school.!

Before!that,!she!mainly!worked!in!the!domestic!sector,!often!informally,!just!like!in!Ecuador,!

where!she!used!to!work!in!a!bakery.!!

Rosa!has!had!to!rely!on!her!own!income!to!run!her!household.!The!only!help!from!her!

former!spouse,!who!started!a!new!family!in!London,!took!the!form!of!hosting!one!of!their!sons!

for! several! months! when! he! worked! in! London! as! nightMshift! cleaner.! Rosa! sometimes!

supplements! the! family! income!by!doing! some! sewing! for! friends.! Providing! for! her! three!

teenager!children!demands!important!efforts!and!renunciation!on!her!part.!She!has!to!manage!

scarce!resources!carefully,!living!humbly!with!her!children!in!a!oneMroom!flat.!Her!daughter!
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started! university! studies,! helped! by! a! scholarship,! and! Rosa! also! has! to! think! about! the!

present!and!future!of!her!other!two!boys.!When!her!former!spouse!was!still!living!with!them!

in!Spain,!they!were!entitled!to!a!benefit!for!large!families.!However,!to!continue!receiving!this!

support!her!exMspouse!should!have!stayed!on!in!their!household!or!he!should!have!registered!

in!person!with!the!authorities!in!Barcelona!once!every!six!months.!Having!the!family!spread!

across!several!countries!limited!their!access!to!welfare!entitlements.!

Moreover,! in! her! origin! country! Rosa! owns! a! housing! restructuring! project,! now!

progressing!more!slowly!and!handled!by!her!brother,!who!lives!in!that!house,!and!her!father,!

both!construction!workers.!“My!security!is!that!house,!seeing!how!things!go”.!During!of!her!

nine!years!in!Spain,!she!has!only!three!years!of!working!contributions!to!the!Spanish!social!

security!system,!because!of!the!informality!of!the!domestic!sector,!the!main!sector!she!worked!

in.!Also!in!Ecuador!she!mostly!held!informal!jobs,!if!in!other!sectors,!implying!that!she!had!no!

prospects!of!being!entitled!to!social!security!there!either,!which!was!hardly!reassuring!with!

respect!to!her!future!as!a!senior!citizen.!At!this!point,!however,!it!was!more!urgent!for!her!to!

think!about!how!to!ensure!the!income!of!her!family,!both!here!and!there.!!

!

Apart!from!thinking!about!how!to!provide!for!her!nuclear!family,!Rosa!had!to!think!about!her!

over!sixtyMyearMold!parents! in!Quito.!Whereas! in!the!past!she!also!supported!her!extended!

family! (siblings!and!nephews)! for!diverse!needs,! yearly! traveling! to!Ecuador,!now! this!was!

hard.! Since! her! parents! were! not! entitled! to! any! retirement! pension,! due! to! the! past!

informality!of!the!labour!market!in!Ecuador,!their!main!income!consisted!of!the!earnings!of!a!

small! grocery!managed!on! the! ground! floor!of! their! house,! and! their!weekend! job!near! a!

playing!field,!cleaning!and!selling!street!food.!They!were!also!remodelling!their!house,!while!

handling!the!work!on!the!house!of!Rosa,!planning!to!rent!two!flats!and!in!this!way!provide!for!

their!income!in!old!age.!Because!their!health!became!more!delicate,!they!preferred!to!use!the!

more!efficient!private!healthcare!services.!Rosa!covered!their!needs!from!Spain,!although!less!

frequently!than!in!the!past.!Formally!the!money!was!received!by!a!daughter!living!nearby,!who!

subsequently!handed!it!to!them,!because!otherwise!they!would!be!excluded!from!a!modest!

social!assistance!benefit!they!received.135!

!

                                                
135!On!the!challenges!of!transnational!families!with!respect!to!welfare!benefits!see!also!pp.!188M191.!
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In!peripheral!southern!Quito!I!met!her!large!extended!family!and!observed!a!typical!weekend!

of!her!parents!working,!managing!a!kiosk!from!where!they!sold!food!and!drinks,!and!cleaning!

the!place,!helped!by!other!relatives,!while!some!stray!dogs!hanged!around,!smelling!food.!

!
Figure!n.!25.!Rosa's!mother!cooking!during!a!Sunday!football!match!on!the!southern!

outskirts!of!Quito.!!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!Quito,!2016!

!

Spending!that!Sunday!together!disclosed!some!tensions.!Rosa’s!sister!Patricia!made!a!video!

call! to!Rosa,! but! it!was!disturbed!by!network!problems,! and! they! could!not! communicate!

properly.!While!Rosa’s!image!flashed!up!a!couple!of!minutes,!her!father,!who!during!the!day!

had!several!beers,!said!“Look!at!that!coquettish…”!136!reflecting!a!note!of!scorn.!Later,!visibly!

drunk,!he!started!venting,!mumbling!"Bea",!and!complaining!with!a!shaking!voice!that!money!

was! not! enough,! bursting! into! tears,! almost! immediately! making! the! effort! to! return! to!

sobriety,!probably!because!of!my!presence.!Meanwhile,!Patricia,!with!whom! I! spent! some!

more!time,!minimized!her!father’s!reaction,!saying!that!it!was!his!normal!way!of!expressing!

himself,! also! because! he! often! drank.! In! other! moments! Rosa’s! brother,! who! led! the!

restructuring!of! her! house,! instead!praised!his! sister.! Anyway,! it!was!obvious! there!was! a!

tension!with!respect!to!their!current!needs!and!the!financial!support!from!Rosa.!While!eating!

together,!her!mother!told!me!that! in!the!past!their!daughter!could!help!more,!periodically!

sending!$!1000,!for!her!house!construction!and!to!cover!their!needs.!But!now!there!was!only!

                                                
136!He!employed!the!term!coqueta.!
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$300!in!Rosa’s!and!her!fathers’!common!bank!account,!which!was!not!enough!to!cover!the!

various! costs.!This! is!why! they!were!waiting! for!more!money,!also! to!pursue!her!property!

investment.137!

Some! of! their! children,! including! Rosa’s! sister! Patricia! who! works! for! a! printing!

company!in!the!city!centre,!have!good!jobs!nowadays,!also!thanks!to!Rosa’s!past!support!for!

their!studies,!and!unlike!Rosa!they!are!not!single!parents.!However,!her!family!in!Quito!still!

expects!major!support!from!their!only!migrant!daughter.!Unlike!other!migrants!in!this!study,!

Rosa!cannot!organize!money!transfers!with!other!siblings!from!abroad.138!Nor!does!she!have!

a!family!network!in!Barcelona!to!rely!on!in!times!of!need.!!

!

Rosa’s!situation!is!not!easy.!Facing!a!constraining!situation!of!scarce!resources,!while!having!

to!respond!to!moral!obligations!towards!her!children!here!and!her!elderly!parents!there! is!

quite!challenging.!While!in!the!past!she!could!support!the!larger!extended!family!in!a!variety!

of!domains,!such!as!income!(diverse!family!members),!education!(siblings!and!nephews)!and!

housing! (expanding!her! parents’! house),! now! she!has! to! set! priorities.!Due! to! her! altered!

support!capacity,!she!has!to!give!priority!to!her!filial!obligation!in!Ecuador,!to!ensure!the!basic!

monetary! and! healthcare! needs! of! her! elderly! parents.! Such! TSP! arrangement! implies! an!

interdependence!of!financial!and!organizational!involvements.!If!Rosa’s!situation!in!Barcelona!

will!be!riskier!and!she!will!not!be!able!to!provide!for!her!parents,!perhaps!just!for!a!period,!

this!moral!obligation!will!also!concern!her!siblings,!as!TSP!provisions! imply!a!circulation!of!

provisions!alternating!in!time!between!here!and!there.139!

In!fact,!at!the!same!time!Rosa!also!has!to!think!about!the!needs!of!her!family!in!Spain,!

in!terms!of!ensuring!the!everyday!needs!and!her!children’s!education.!She!has!to!negotiate!

the! different! needs! and! interests! of! her! transnational! family,! in! an! interplay! of! reciprocal!

commitments!and!moral!obligations!(Merla!2014).!By!not!responding!to!the!expectations!of!

family!in!Ecuador,!Rosa’s!sense!of!family!belonging!and!familial!and!social!inclusion!would!be!

at!stake!(Kankonde!2010).!Her!commitment!to!“back!home”!was!already!harder!to!sustain!as!

since!she!cannot!travel!there!yearly!anymore!as!before!(see!also!Krzyzowski!and!Mucha!2014).!

Moreover,!making!rational!choices!based!on!personal!interests!is!even!trickier!when!migrants!

                                                
137!This!aspect!is!developed!in!chapter!5.!
138! When! they! could! not! afford! to! support! their! parents! individually,! in! certain! cases! migrants! punctually!
organized!remittances!for!healthcare!expenses!of!their!parents!among!siblings!living!in!other!countries!(such!as!
Italy!and!the!US),!splitting!the!bill!and!in!this!way!affording!the!amount.!!
139!On!the!dynamic!of!“diffuse!circulation!of!support”,!see!the!chapter!6.!
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have!to!conciliate!needs!and!demands!of!the!two!sides!to!which!they!are!emotionally!attached!

(Yeoh!et!al.!2013).!

!

Rosa’s! situation!mirrors! those!of!other!migrants! facing!economic!hardships! in!Europe!who!

have! needy! families! in! Ecuador.! When! it! is! beyond! their! capacity! to! respond! to! support!

demands! “back! home”,! they! have! to! prioritize! the! beneficiaries! and! areas! of! support,!

foregrounding! their!moral! obligations! visMàMvis! nuclear! family! and! parents,! who! often! are!

economically!dependent!because!they!cannot!rely!on!meagre!State!entitlements!in!Ecuador.!

Understandably,!migrants!tend!to!prioritize!income!and!healthcare!as!main!social!protection!

domains.!

A!key!domain! in! this! study! is!housing,!and! investing!here! or! there! implies!different!

situations!in!terms!of!resources!and!risks.!On!the!one!hand,!precarious!migrants!who!like!Rosa!

invested!in!Ecuador!can!pursue!this!goal!more!slowly,!in!certain!cases!financing!their!property!

through!the!rent!of!already!constructed!flats.140!On!the!other!hand,!for!migrants!who!have!

invested!in!Spain!the!situation!is!more!constraining.!Because!they!have!to!ensure!meeting!the!

basic!needs!for!their!family!in!Europe!and!Ecuador,!several!of!them!became!insolvent!to!pay!

increased!mortgages,!losing!investments!and!big!sums!of!money!and!making!sacrifices.!This!

shapes!migrants’!projections!and!anchoring!here!or!there,!with!different!outcomes!on!social!

protection!arrangements!in!their!transnational!families.!As!Rosa’s!case!has!shown,!migrants’!

investments! may! represent! engagements! which! conflict! with! other! family! needs.! In! less!

privileged!families!this!may!be!an!issue!of!great!concern,!before!it!will!prove!to!be!a!future!

resource,!if!all!will!turn!out!well.!

Concerning! the! sphere! of! education,! the! needs! of! migrants’! families! in! Europe!

sometimes!collide!with!other!needs!of! relatives! in!Ecuador!as!well! (see!also!MataMCodesal!

2012b,!p.!138).!The!role!of!the!life!course!features!prominently!here,!too,!since!for!migrants!

whose!children!(returned!or!not)!are!already!selfMsufficient,!have!less!pressure!in!this!regard.!

But!when!migrants! (in! their! early! 30s! to!midM40s,! with! a! higher! education! background! in!

Ecuador)! have! aspirations! of! further! investing! in! their! own! education! in! Europe!

(specializations,!masters,!PhD),!some!of!them!have!to!renounce!and!postpone!their!dreams,!

giving! priority! to!more! urgent! needs! (see! also! Herrera! 2012).! (The! issue! of! how! resource!

                                                
140!See!the!next!chapter,!pp.!221M228.!
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allocations! are!managed! in! a!more! complex! TSP! configuration! across!multiple! countries! is!

elaborated!in!the!last!chapter).!

!

! !
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4.3.2!Conflicts!and!Misunderstandings!!
!
In!a!context!of!resource!scarcity!for!migrants!in!Europe,!often!due!to!the!turning!point!of!the!

financial!recession,!tensions!appeared!over!migrants’!money!transfers!and!their!allocation!and!

management.!Although!in!this!research!I!did!not!purposefully!asked!about!existing!conflicts!

over!migrants’!support!to!families!in!Ecuador,!this!seemed!to!be!recurrent.!Speaking!about!

these!issues,!at! least!eight!migrants! in!Europe!(of!63)!complained!about!the!pressure!from!

their!relatives!“back!home”!with!respect!to!their!expectations!of!migrants’!financial!transfers.!

Gloria!is!one!of!the!migrants!complaining!about!tensions!in!her!transnational!family!linked!to!

her!support!of!relatives!“back!home”!She!explained!that!when!she!went!to!Spain,!she!felt!!
!

that!I!had!to!support!them!all,!my!siblings,!my!mother,!my!father!and!my!daughter!who!remained!

there!regarding!anything!they!needed.!But!later!on,!as!the!years!passed,!I!understood!that!it!was!

very!bad,!because!people!there![in!Ecuador]!have!become!accustomed!to!getting!things!easily!

without! doing! any!work! themselves.! The! first! journey! that! I!made! [to! Ecuador],! I!was! super!
disappointed,!because!they!were!there,!having!a!fine!living,!on!the!beach,!and!I![was]!here![in!
Barcelona]!working!like!crazy!to!send!them!money…!so!I!will!not!do!it!again.!So,!my!siblings!got!

mad!with!me,!in!fact!my!older!brother!does!not!speak!to!me.!…!!So!I!said,!if!I!am!wrecking!myself!

I!don’t! see!why!you!are!having!a!good!time!on!the!beach!…!So,!my!brother!said!“How! life! in!

another! country! can! change! mentalities”! …! No,! really,! I! should! have! realized! this! before…!

“Because!the!day!that!I!will!not!be!able!to!work,!you!will!not!support!me,!right?!I’ll!come!there!

[to!Ecuador]!and!nobody!will!support!me,!I!have!to!bring!my!own!money!to!eat”.!So,!I!saw!it!from!

this!point!of!view.!I!do!everything!possible!in!order!to!have![money]!and!I!am!always!looking!for!

a!job,!because!I!say,!from!now!to!tomorrow!I!have!to!look!for!a!job,!because!I!have!to!support!

my!mother.”!
!

Gloria,!45,!lower!SES,!Cerdanyola,!2015!

When!Gloria!travelled!to!Manabí,!a!coastal!town!on!the!Pacific!Ocean!where!she!was!born,!

she!saw!that!her!family!was!living!more!relaxed!than!she!herself!in!Barcelona,!where!she!had!

been! living! since! 2002.! In! Ecuador! she! was! a! professor,! and! in! Spain,! until! becoming! an!

unemployed! single! parent,! she! worked! in! the! domestic! sector! and! gardening.! She! also!

continued!studying!at!the!university,!wishing!to!enrol!in!a!PhD,!but!she!had!to!postpone!it!due!

to! financial! problems.!After! seeing! the! contrast! between!her! life! and! that! of! some!of! her!

relatives! in! Ecuador,! she! decided! to! decrease! her! support! of! “back! home”,! mainly!

concentrating!on!her!mother’s!healthcare!concerns.!This!produced!a!tension!with!her!siblings,!

who!although!adult!expected!support!from!their!migrant!sister!in!Europe,!with!her!brother!

interpreting!Gloria’s!behaviour!as!selfish!and!probably!influenced!by!Western!values.!Apart!

from!the!effect!of!the!economic!crisis!in!Spain!and!her!disappointment,!Gloria’s!weaker!and!

more!selective!TSP!ties!may!also!be!related!to!the!fact!that!she!had!been!living!abroad!for!a!

significant!time!and!developed!weaker!projections!onto!the!origin!country.!
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!

Claudia! migrated! to! London! in! the! early! 2000s.! She! had! to! deal! with! invisibility! and!

precariousness! linked! to! her! family’s! longMtime! undocumented! status,! and! she! has!

experienced!a!similar!tense!situation!with!her!husband’s!sister:!
!

I!think!that!one!can!help!a!person!that!really!needs!it,!and!who!is!aware!of!what!it!means!to!earn!

money!and!that!for!example!money!does!not!fall!from!the!sky!here,!and!that!you!have!to!make!

sacrifices.!…!My!husband!has!a!sister!in!Ecuador!!...!she!doesn't!know!what!it!means!to!go!out!

and! look! for!a! job,! and! leaving!her!daughter!behind,! and! crying!because! you!wonder! if! your!

daughter!is!ok!or!not...!My!parentsWinWlaw!have!always!helped!her![from!Spain],!always.!She!is!
the!oldest!daughter!but!she!did!not!have!to!work,!to!pay!the!rent,!neither!for!light!and!water!—!

all!of!that!is!paid!by!my!parentsWinWlaw.!...!So,!...!I!asked!her!“Why!do!you!need!money!if!you!do!

not!have!to!pay!for!anything?!You!should!rather!save!the!money!earned!by!your!husband,!why!

are!you!asking!for!money!from!me?”!And!she!said:!“Well,!we!bought!some!appliances!and!we!do!

not!have!any!money!to!pay!for!them”.!So,!I!said:!“You!know!what?!Neither!do!we!”!!
!

Claudia,!37,!lower!SES,!London,!2016!
!

For!Claudia,!who! together!with!her!husband!works! in! the! cleaning! sector!with! exhausting!

schedules!before!dawn,!relatives!in!Ecuador!think!that!in!Europe!her!family!gets!money!easily,!

not!acknowledging!their!precarious!conditions!in!the!UK,!and!sacrifices!in!terms!of!physical!

and!psychological!efforts!and!the!limited!time!to!spend!with!children.!Claudia’s!bother!with!

respect!to!the!money!demands!of!his!wife!produce!a!tense!atmosphere!also!with!her!inMlaws!

who!live!in!Spain.!Claudia’s!relational!ties!with!her!husband’s!family!in!Ecuador!are!not!the!

same!as!his,!which!also!influences!her!willingness!of!being!involved!in!TSP!provisions,!since!

resource! allocations! in! transnational! families! are! also! shaped! by! the! “affective! circle! of!

remittances”!(Oso!2016),!entailing!emotional!aspects.!Frictions!with!her!husband’s!family!may!

also!be!due!to!their!legal!status!concerns.!Since!Claudia!and!her!spouse!migrated!to!the!UK,!

they!never!had!the!chance!to!move!abroad!to!visit!their!family!members!in!Ecuador!or!Spain.!

This!certainly!does!not!help!to!build!solid!family!ties.!!!

Another! concern! pertains! to! modern! communication! technologies,! which! are!

omnipresent! in! transnational! families.! In! many! ways! these! tools! serve! to! bridge! physical!

distance,!but!they!do!not!always!make!things!easier.!Consider!this!comment!by!Claudia:!!

I! think! that! it! is!also!our! fault!here,!of! spoiling,! sending!and!sending,!and!sometimes!posting!

pictures!of!being!in![certain]!places,!and!people!say!to!me:!“why!do!you!complain,!if!you!live!in!a!

flat!which! is! transformed! into!a!bar”!…!“And!what! is!$200!for!you?”!…!Sorry,!but! for!me!200!

dollars!here!is!like!the!250!pounds!I!nearly!earn!in!a!week,!for!which!I!have!to!leave!my!children!

behind!and!not!eat!with!them.!!
!

Claudia,!37,!lower!SES,!London,!2016!
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As!Claudia!explains,!expectations!of!relatives!in!Ecuador!are!also!linked!to!the!image!that!they!

see! on! social! networks! such! as! Facebook,! where! people! tend! to! post! pictures! of! happy!

moments,! which! do! not! necessarily! reflect! their! everyday! life.! The! selected! fragments! of!

Claudia!and!her!family’s!nice!moments!in!modern!settings!in!London!nourishes!confusion!and!

a!distorted!imaginary!on!their!reality!for!relatives!in!Ecuador,!due!to!the!simplistic!nature!of!

virtual!images.!!

This!also!occurs!inversely,!such!as!for!Mario!(40,!lower!SES,!London)!who,!like!Claudia!

in!the!past,!was!annoyed!by!money!demands!from!his!(now!ex)!spouse’s!family!in!Ecuador:!

“They!don’t!pay!rent!or!mortgage!there![in!Ecuador]!…!then!they!post!pictures!on!Facebook!

showing! that! they! are! on! the! beach! on! holidays”.! This! preMempts! his! willingness! to! be!

implicated! in!support,!because!the! images!make!him!think!that! family! in!Ecuador! is! less! in!

need!than!his!family!in!Europe.!Whether!involving!deliberate!misleading!or!distortion,!these!

episodes!and!their!effects!show!that!the!latest!communication!technologies!do!not!only!imply!

positive!outcomes!for!TSP!provisions,!as!scholars!on!transnational!families!tend!to!highlight!

(Plaza!and!Plaza!2019).!!

!

Tensions! and! conflicts! linked! to!migrants’! financial! provisions! are! also! related! to! different!

intentions! and! understanding! of! needs! and! beneficiaries! “back! home”.! Again,! Claudia’s!

situation!is!relevant!here:!

For!example,!he!will!say:!“Look,!they!are!my!parents!and!I!want!to!help!them”.!So!I!say!to!him!

“Why!help!them,!when!they!will!not!be!able!to!work!—!OK,!but!if!you!give!them!this!money![now]!

it!will!not!be!for!them;!your!mother!will!send!it!on!to!your!sister”,!and!this!is!what!annoys!me!!…!
I!say!to!my!motherWinWlaw!“This!is!for!you,!not!for!passing!it!on!to!your!daughter”!…!If!it!is!my!

sisterWinWlaw!I!can!say!it!to!her,!but!if!it!would!be!my!parents…[not]!

Claudia,!37,!lower!SES,!London,!2016!
!

Although! support! of! parents! is! a! moral! obligation,! Claudia! suspects! that! money! for! her!

motherMinMlaw!in!Spain!is!passed!on!by!her!to!her!daughter!in!Ecuador,!who!for!Claudia!is!not!

as!much!in!need!as!their!family!in!London.141!A!similar!situation!presented!itself!for!migrants!

in!two!other!families!(out!of!63),!who!complained!about!money!sent!to!certain!elderly!family!

members.!However,! living!far!away,!migrants!can!hardly!control! these!situations.!Different!

logics!and!understandings!on!resource!allocations!in!transnational!families!may!also!be!due!to!

discrepancies!in!perceptions!in!reciprocity!systems!of!provisions!(Poeze!et!al.!2017).!

                                                
141!On!TSP!provisions!managed!across!several!countries,!see!chapter!6,!from!page!237.!
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This!may!also!involve!caregivers!of!children.!Three!migrants!in!this!study!(out!of!63)!

complained!about! the!past!mismanagement!by! their! former! spouses! in!Ecuador!of!money!

transfers!for!children’s!needs.!In!this!respect,!a!migrant!mother!in!London!asked!me!to!verify!

if! the!monthly! $500! she! sent! to! Valle! Alto,! near! Guayaquil,! where! I! met! her! family,! was!

appropriately!spent!by!the!family!of!her!former!spouse!for!the!purposes!of!her!two!daughters,!

as!they!suggested.!This!was!a!delicate!situation!to!deal!with,!but!I!tried!to!be!“diplomatic”!with!

both!sides142.!Fortunately,!there!did!not!seem!to!be!a!problem,!while!respondents!on!the!two!

sides!maintained!a!cordial!attitude.!Similar!stories!of!mistrust!are!found!in!families!originating!

from!other!parts!of!the!world,!with!migrants!preferring!their!children!to!be!cared!for!by!their!

mothers,!with!whom!they!have!trustful!relationships!(Ibid).!A!similar!situation!pertained!to!

money!transfers!by!respondents!from!England!to!former!spouses!in!Spain.143!

Such!tensions!also!present!themselves!between!parents!and!children!transnationally.!

Two!migrant!mothers!felt!that!the!requests!for!money!by!their!children!“back!home”!were!

exaggerated,!but!they!also!felt!the!issue!to!be!hard!to!deal!with,!due!to!their!sense!of!guilt!

about!living!faraway.!On!the!Ecuadorian!side,!in!Milagro,!a!mother!of!a!migrant!who!suffered!

pain!in!her!limbs!wanted!her!son!in!Barcelona,!working!in!the!construction!sector,!to!finance!

a!swimming!pool!in!her!garden.!These!examples!illustrate!that!the!boundary!can!be!blurred!

between!vital!needs!and!more!superficial!consumption!and!leisure!aspirations!by!families!in!

the!origin!countries!(Oso!2016;!Ikuomola!2015).!

Further!situations!in!this!study!reflect!migrants’!suspicion!or!ascertainment!of!money!

misuse!“back!home”,!as!those!of!two!migrant!women,!one!having!sent!$12,000!during!several!

years! abroad,! to!be! saved!by!her! sister,!who! instead!used! the!money! to!pay! for! her!own!

interests!and!could!not!give!it!back.!Another!migrant!complained!about!a!loan!to!a!nephew!

which!should!have!been!used!to!migrate!to!Europe,!but!this!never!happened!and!her!nephew!

never!gave!the!money!back.!Information!on!related!issues!emerged!spontaneously!during!the!

fieldwork,!including!in!Ecuador,!with!people!telling!similar!stories!on!migrants’!families.!!

!

These! findings! show! that! protective! provisions! and! relationships! in! transnational! families!

should!not!be!romantically!idealized;!resource!allocations!over!distance!and!time!also!entail!

                                                
142!See!also!page!115!(chapter!2).!
143!This!concerns!two!respondents!who!sent!money!to!their!now!former!spouses!from!London!to!Spain!for!the!
purposes!of!mortgage!payments!and!expenses! for! their! children,!but! these! former! spouses!mismanaged! the!
money!and!lost!their!mortgaged!flats.!
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"tensions,!strains...!and!potential!for!acrimonious!conflict!and!relations"!(McGregor!2014).!The!

improper! use! and!diversion!of!migrants’! financial! transfers!may!be! linked! to! the! fact! that!

families! in! the! origin! areas! undervalue! migrants’! sacrifices! to! procure! money! (Singh,!

Robertson!and!Cabraal!2012;!Akuei!2005),!sometimes!treating!them!as!“goose!with!golden!

eggs”!(Boccagni!2015).!Moreover,!discords!on!money!management!may!also!mirror!different!

understandings!of!needs!and!circumstances,!playing!a!role!in!diverging!expectations!(see!for!

example!MataMCodesal! 2015;! Lafleur! and! Lizin! 2015).! This! also! entails! power! negotiations!

between! the! two! sides! of! transnational! family! life! (Serra! 2019),!which! are!often! linked! to!

reciprocal!provisions!and!interdependence,!as!the!previous!section!has!shown.!Still,!in!order!

to! have! a! more! complete! picture! to! assess! issues! regarding! resource! allocations! in!

transnational!families,!extensive!periods!and!inMdepth!ethnographic!methods!are!needed!on!

both!sides!(Serra!2019;!Poeze!et!al.!2017).!Interaction!on!sensitive!issues!with!interlocutors!of!

families!entail!challenges!linked!to!positionality!concerns.!

!
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4.3.3!“Para!que!No!Quiten!el!Bono”:!Precarious!Families!
Dealing!with!Inadequate!Welfare!Systems!
!
!

The! challenges! of! organizing! TSP! issues! affect! not! only! the! intraMfamiliar! sphere,! but! also!

external!contextual!constraints.!“Para!que!no!quiten!el!bono”!–!“To!avoid!losing!the!benefit”!

was!often!the!reason!of!the!intricacies!faced!by!migrants!and!their!relatives!in!their!protective!

arrangements.!On!the!one!hand,!such!formal!hindrance!is!experienced!by!families!in!Ecuador,!

as! mentioned! earlier! with! respect! to! Rosa’s! family,! when! migrants’! needy! parents! “back!

home”!risk!to!lose!state!assistance!for!low!income!people!if!they!receive!money!transfers!from!

migrants.144!The!situation!of!Simón!is!an!example:!
!

when!she![his!mother!in!Ecuador]!told!me!this,!I!was!impressed,!because!when!sometimes!I!said!

to!her:!“I'll!send!you!some!money!for!the!medicine!and!things!like!that”,!she!said!to!me:!“Send!it!

to!your!sister”!...!If!I!would!send!any!remittance!on!her!name,!they!would!remove!the!benefit,!

because!she!could!not...!Well,!it!is!a!solidarity!benefit,!for!social!exclusion!...!And!to!me!it!does!

not!seem!to!be!reasonable,!because!she!is!a!person!that!gave!it!everything,!who!has!the!right!to!

[receive]!a!solidarity!benefit!...!I!knew!that!my!mother!really!wanted!to!receive!that!benefit,!she!

stood!in!long!queues!to!receive!it!...!because!she!was!waiting!for!the!day!when!they!would!pay!

her!those!thirty!dollars!...!So,!then!I!realized!and!replied:!“To!me!it!seems!crazy
145
!not!to!have!the!

right!to!...!to!have!someone,!a!son,!a!husband,!or!whoever!abroad!who!helps!you".!
!

Simón,!39,!higher!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!
!

Simón!could!previously!not!understand!why!his!mother!preferred!him!to!send!money!to!his!

sister,!who!did! not! need! it! as! their!mother! needed! it.! However,! later! he! realized! that! his!

mother! was! entitled! to! a! welfare! benefit,! which,! despite! being! modest! with! respect! to!

increasing!living!costs,!meant!a!lot!for!her,!representing!her!main!personal!source!of!income.!

Moreover,!she!suffered!diabetes,! implying!high!healthcare!costs,!and!Simón,!together!with!

other!siblings!living!in!other!cities!in!Ecuador,!such!as!one!of!his!sisters!who!I!met!in!Ambato,!

was!responsible!of!her!support.!In!this!regard,!even!in!the!rare!cases!when!migrants’!parents!

in!the!Andean!country!are!entitled!to!state!provisions!as!retirement!pension!(mostly!fathers),!

and!even!when!migrants!as!Simón!face!hardships!in!Europe,!they!still!feel!the!filial!obligation!

of!helping!to!provide!for!basic!needs.!Nevertheless,!the!situation!of!several!families!(at!least!7!

of! 63)! shows! that! this! is! hindered!by!welfare! regulations!based!on! the! assumption! that! if!

people!entitled! to!benefits! receive!other! sources!of!money,! like! support! from! their! family!

members!formally!transferred!to!their!bank!accounts,!they!lose!entitlements.!On!the!other!

                                                
144!See!page!178.!
145!The!respondent!employed!the!word!“bárbaro”,!literally!translated!as!“barbarous”.!
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hand,!affording!the!local!costs!of!living!with!an!amount!representing!less!than!one!twentieth!

of!its!value146!implies!evident!risks,!which,!in!Simón’s!words,!is!crazy.!In!fact,!the!use!of!these!

state!provisions!by!families!in!Ecuador!is!limited,!since!they!mostly!rely!on!migrants’!money!

transfers!(Herrera!2013).!

Families!adapt! to! this! constraint,! circumventing! it!and!arranging! it!differently.!They!

avoid! to!make!migrants’!money! transfers! officially! resulting! on! behalf! of! family!members!

entitled!to!benefits,!sending!money!to!other!people,!normally!trusted!family!members,!such!

as!to!a!sister!in!Simón’s!family.!

The!family!of!Antonia!faced!a!similar!situation.!Two!of!her!relatives!in!Ecuador!were!excluded!

from!these!entitlements!due!to!money!transfers!from!Europe:!

Because!my!mother!took!the!benefit!from!me!and!my!sister,!who!lives!in!Italy;!I!left!my!son!behind!

and!she!her!daughter,!so!we!monthly!send!money,!but!when!the!government!realized!this,!they!

denied!her!…!the!solidarity!benefit.!It!was!the!benefit!that!was!received!my!mother,!but!they!also!

denied!it!to!my!grandmother.!Because!sometimes!we!sent!her!something.!…!She!lives!in!another!

province,!so!my!mother!said!“Daughter,!send! it![money]!sometimes!to!your!grandmother”.!…!

And!one!day!my!mother!said:!“Your!grandmother!does!not!receive!the!benefit!anymore”.!She!

said!that!after!two!or!three!times![she!received!remittances],!they!refused!her!the!benefit.!
!

Antonia,!38,!lower!SES,!Montcada!Reixac,!2015!
!

In!their!family,!remittances!from!Europe!were!meant!to!support!the!mother!and!grandmother!

of!Antonia!and!her!sister,!but!in!the!past,!before!their!reunification,!also!to!pay!for!the!living!

expenses!of!their!children!cared!for!by!their!mother.!Clearly,!their!relatives!were!embittered!

after!being!excluded!from!this!state!support,!representing!the!main!form!of!social!assistance!

in!Ecuador.!Especially!now!that!Antonia! in!Spain!and!her!sister! in! Italy!are!affected!by! the!

financial! recession,! this!exposes! further! risks! to! their!dependent!mother!and!grandmother!

who! do! not! have! other! sources! of! income.! As! Antonia! told! me,! the! crisis! and! the! many!

interrelated!problems!significantly!affected!her!capacity!of!helping!in!Ecuador:!

I!had!to!decrease!it!because!I!couldn’t!do!it!anymore.!I!worked!a!little!for!a!company,!but!when!I!

got!pregnant,!I!was!already!working!for!a!cleaning!company,!and!they!gave!me!unemployment!

forms.!Because!I!did!not!work!for!a!long!time,!for!six!months,!it!was!very!little!that!they!paid!me.!

The!salary!of!my!husband!went!to!the!mortgage,!a!part!of!my!salary!went!to!Ecuador!and!another!

part!remained!here!for!the!expenses.!!

!

Antonia,!38,!lower!SES,!Montcada!Reixac,!2015!
!

Such! shortcomings! of! welfare! schemes,! neglecting! the! inner! dynamics! of! transnational!

families,!is!not!only!problematic!in!material!terms,!as!involving!the!subsistence!of!migrants’!

                                                
146!See!chapter!3!page!137.!
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needy! relatives! in! Ecuador,! but! it! also! entails! complications! in! the! relational! sphere,!with!

respect!to!at!least!two!aspects.!First,!a!family’s!strategy!of!resorting!to!other!people!to!send!

the!money!to!may!involve!tensions!and!power!and!control!dynamics!among!recipients!(see!

for! example!Martone! et! al.! 2011).! Secondly,! Antonia’s! case! shows! that! migrants’! money!

transfers!not!only! reflect!moral!obligations! to!provide! for!dependent! family!members,!but!

they! also! imply! migrants’! reciprocation! for! organizational! provisions! performed! by! their!

relatives!(as!will!be!developed!in!chapter!5).!Thus,!inadequate!topMdown!schemes!challenge!

the!fluidity!of!relationships!and!provisions!in!transnational!families!(see!also!Palash!and!Serra!

forthcoming).!!

!
On!the!other!hand,!migrants!may!face!similar!hurdles!in!Europe,!as!became!clear!in!England.!

Cristina!(25,!lower!SES,!London)!moved!from!Valencia!to!the!UK!in!2014,!with!a!hope!of!finding!

better!labour!opportunities.!I!met!her!at!the!NGO!where!with!her!infant!she!went!to!receive!

legal! assistance! and! language!mediation,! and! afterwards! we! often!met! in! other! settings.!

Because! she! did! not! speak! English! well,! I! helped! her! with! bureaucratic! issues! or! I! would!

accompany!her!and!her!baby!to!places!such!as!the!paediatrician.!As!she!was!an!EU!(Spanish)!

citizen,!she!was!entitled!to!benefits!like!a!housing!benefit!and!child!allowance,!but!this!young!

single!mother!was!periodically!suspended!from!receiving!these!entitlements,!facing!serious!

vulnerability!with!her!baby.!As!she!told!me!one!day!at!her!home,!she!feared!having!to!send!

money!to!her!family!to!Ecuador!(including!returned!family!members!from!Spain),!because!this!

would!involve!the!risk!of!losing!benefits.!

Wilson!told!me!about!how!for!this!reason!in!some!areas!of!London!migrants!would!simply!ask!

a!stranger,!who!happened!to!near!one!of!the!money!transfer!agencies,!to!send!a!remittance:!

They!ask!it!to!any!person.!…!If!you!go!to!the!money!transfer!agency!…!you!can!see!that!they!will!

probably!ask!it!to!you,!if!you!can!send!them!money.!…!To!me!they!said:!“Hello!friend,!can!you!

send!five!hundred!pounds!for!me!and!keep!fifty?”!…Because!they!can’t!send![it].!

!

Wilson,!about!40,!lower!SES,!London,!2016!
!

As!suggested!by!Wilson,!migrants!even!pay!tempting!sums!of!money!to!make!money!transfers!

to!their!family!members!“back!home”,!because!they!prefer!to!avoid!doing!it!on!their!behalf,!

in! order! not! to! risk! to! be! excluded! from! welfare! entitlements! in! the! UK.! Because! of!

impediments!produced!by!formal!welfare!schemes,! low! income!people! lose!a!part!of! their!

income! and! risk! legally,! while! putting! in! place! this! strategy! to! pursue! their! crossMborder!

protective!responsibilities!with!families!in!the!origin!countries.!In!a!multiMethnic!country!par!



! 191!

excellence,!such!assumptions!of!welfare!systems!visWà!vis!people!with!transnational!ties!are!

especially!incongruous.!

Actually,! the! shortcomings! of! sedentarilyMconceived! welfare! systems! in! their!

inadequacies!to!meet!the!needs!of!increasingly!interconnected!and!mobile!populations!are!

highlighted!by!social!science!scholars!(see!for!example!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2017;!Krzyzowski!

and!Mucha!2014).!That!more!often!than!not!this!concerns!low!income!families,!who!in!order!

to!pursue!their!transnational!protective!responsibilities!and!resource!allocations!have!to!face!

such!risks!and!obstacles,!is!troublesome!in!particular,!if!not!outright!unfair.!

! !
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4.4!Conclusion!
!
This!chapter!has!shown!migrants’!varied!ways!of!supporting!their!families!“back!home”!and!

the! interrelated! challenges! after! having! spent! a! significant! time! abroad,! while! they!

simultaneously!have!to!deal!with!their!own!vulnerability! in!Europe.! In!doing!so,!supportive!

responsibilities! are! presented! in! a! diachronic! perspective! of! their! readjustments! in! time,!

acknowledging!resources!mobilized!both!in!receiving!and!origin!country!(Levitt!et!al.!2017).!A!

multiMsited! ethnography! provides! a! more! complete! picture! of! the! conditions! and! lived!

experiences!on!the!different!sides!where!family!actors!are!located,!while!grasping!the!more!

delicate!relational!and!emotional!nuances!of!TSP!arrangements.!

The!findings!of!this!chapter!contribute!to!the!literature!on!transnational!families!and!

TSP!in!a!number!of!ways.!First,!this!chapter!shows!migrants’!multifaceted!ways!of!providing!

support!to!their!family!in!the!origin!country.!Although!money!transfers!from!Europe!represent!

one!of!the!more!impactful!ways!of!ensuring!families!“back!home”,!migrants’!TSP!practices!also!

encompass!other!support!modalities.!Featuring!among!these!are!the!use!of!their!resources!in!

Ecuador,!such!as!financial!resources!derived!from!the!renting!of!their!properties!financed!by!

migrants!and! to!a! lesser!extent! their!welfare!entitlements! shared!with! families,! and!other!

resources!such!as!their!houses!left!for!indefinite!periods.!Moreover,!other!forms!of!support!

include!transfers!of!medicines!and!items!generating!income,!and!trips!to!Ecuador!to!assist!ill!

family! members.! These! complementary! forms! of! support! acquire! more! significance! in! a!

context!of!migrants’!vulnerable!conditions!in!Europe.!For!migrants!in!Spain,!or!who!previously!

lived!there,!this!is!related!to!the!effects!of!the!recession,!and!for!those!long!settled!in!England!

this!is!tied!to!their!social!exclusion!associated!with!their!prolonged!undocumented!status.!!

Furthermore,! a! comparative! perspective! on! TSP! practices! of! these! two! types! of!

migrants,!dual!citizens!and!undocumented!migrants!from!two!different!receiving!contexts,!has!

revealed!several!differences.!On!the!one!hand,!a!past!successful!integration!and!naturalization!

process!has!been!beneficial!for!Ecuadorians!in!Spain,!in!terms!of!their!economic!capacity!of!

being!implicated!in!TSP!arrangements,!their!opportunity!to!travel!to!the!origin!country,!as!well!

as!the!possibility!of!access!to!and!transfer!of!medicines!to!this!country.!Recently,!however,!

this! has! been! undermined! by! the! economic! crisis,! which! made! more! precarious! and!

sometimes!immobilized!these!dual!citizens.!On!the!other!hand,!the!stricter!British!migration!

regime!has!represented!an!obstacle!for!the!socioMeconomic!integration!of!Ecuadorians!who!
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settled!in!the!UK!since!the!early!2000s,!as!well!as!for!their!international!mobility,!with!effects!

on!their!supportive!practices!and!building!of!family!welfare!across!borders.!

!

Secondly,!this!chapter!illuminates!how!migrants’!TSP!provisions!change!during!the!life!

course!and!changing!needs!of!family!members!in!the!origin!country.!While!contributions!of!

the! transnational! care! literature! (see! for! example!Wilding! and! Baldassar! 2009)! show!how!

migrants’!support!involvements!with!families!in!the!origin!contexts!are!shaped!along!the!life!

course,!an!empirical!gap!exists—even!though!acknowledged!theoretically!(Bryceson!2019)—

in!the!burgeoning!TSP!literature!in!this!respect.!!

The! analysis! of! migrants’! TSP! provisions! shows! that! these! adapt! to! different!

beneficiaries!and!for!different!needs,!linked!to!specific!social!protection!areas!evolving!in!time.!

While!in!the!past,!before!reunifying!their!nuclear!families,!their!support!was!mainly!addressed!

to!their!children!and!their!caregivers,!but!also!to!extended!family!members,!along!the!lines!of!

solidarity!for!diverse!needs!(cf.!Olivié!et!al.!2008;!MataMCodesal!2012),!this!changed!over!time.!

At!this!stage,!and!after!having!undergone!a!rather!successful!reunification!process!(Iglesias!et!

al.!2015),!the!support!provided!by!these!migrants! is!mainly!addressed!to!their!now!elderly!

parents.!!

The!related!main!social!protection!domains!are!income!and!healthcare,!which!is!also!

linked!to!contextual!conditions!in!Ecuador.!In!fact,!due!to!the!informality!of!the!Ecuadorian!

labour!market,!migrants’!parents!are!rarely!entitled!to!retirement!pension,!which!produces!

their! vulnerability! related! to! income,! especially! for! women.! Concerning! other! welfare!

provisions!like!those!for!low!income!persons,!these!are!very!low!to!ensure!income!and!other!

needs! of!migrants’! extended! families.! Healthcare! is! another! key! social! protection! domain!

created!by!migrants!for!their!parents!and!other!relatives.!Despite!recent!improvements!in!the!

healthcare!system,!the!latter!still!presents!shortcomings,!because!many!families!prefer!to!pay!

for! the! more! efficient! private! health! services,! which! represents! a! constant! pressure! on!

migrants!(Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming).!Apart!from!financial!resources,!migrants!from!Spain!

also!send!medicines!to!their!origin!country,!even!though!this!can!be!difficult!to!organize!when!

relying!on!formal!channels.!

While!migrants’!crossMborder!support!ensuring!the!needs!of!children!“left!behind”!has!

received! great! attention,! especially! in! the! transnational! care! literature! (cf.! Herrera! 2013;!

Poeze! et! al.! 2017;! Parella! 2007),! contributions! on! social! protection! needs! and! migrants’!
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engagements! with! their! parents! “back! home”! are! more! marginal! (Baldassar! et! al.! 2007;!

Wilding!and!Baldassar!2009;!Krzyzowski!and!Mucha!2014).!

!

Thirdly,!not!only!the!life!course!of!migrants!has!changed,!but!also,!over!the!last!years,!

their!capacity!of!being!implied!in!support.!This! is!due!to!the!turning!point!of!the!economic!

crisis—with! Spain! being! most! dramatically! affected—and! its! serious! undermining! of! the!

labour! market! and! welfare! provisions.! Surprisingly,! perhaps,! the! effect! of! the! financial!

recession!on! the!protective!arrangements! in! transnational! families! (Krzyzowski!and!Mucha!

2014)! has! been! underMinvestigated! so! far,! in! particular! from! a! qualitative! angle.!More! in!

general,! while! in! the! past,! in! particular! the! literature! on!migration! and! development! has!

produced!an!extensive!body!of!literature!on!migrants’!economic!remittances,!in!the!last!years!

this! trend!began! to! change! (Carling,!2014).! Some!studies! focusing!on!Ecuadorian!migrants!

provide! evidence! of! the! effect! of! the! crisis! on! migrants’! crossMborder! involvements! with!

families!in!Ecuador!(Herrera!2012;!2016;!Iglesias!et!al.!2015).!However,!they!focus!on!Spain,!

neglecting!ongoing!rearrangements!of!TSP!provisions!from!other!emerging!contexts!such!as!

the!UK,!with!migrants!exposed!to!further!risks!in!a!new!environment.!Moreover,!these!studies!

lack!an!analysis!of!welfare!concerns,!as!well!as!an!inMdepth!approach!disclosing!interpersonal!

dynamics,!both!shaping!transnational!arrangements.!!

Migrants!find!themselves!in!a!vulnerable!situation,!and!support!obligations!sometimes!

expose!them!to!further!risks!and!social!exclusion!(Kankonde!2010;!Boccagni!2015;!Krzyzowski!

and!Mucha!2014),!in!particular!as!regards!onward!migrants,!as!addressed!in!the!last!chapter.!

In! this! sense,! migrants’! previous! enduring! double! presence147! is! put! to! the! test,! with!

negotiations! over! needs! and! priorities!here! and! there,! as! the! situation! of! Rosa! and! other!

migrants!shows.!This!translates!into!more!selective!support!(see!also!Herrera!2012),!in!terms!

of!beneficiaries,!mainly!their!elderly!and!often!vulnerable!parents,!and!in!terms!of!domains,!

with!priority! to!the!domains!of! income!and!healthcare,!also!as!regards!provisions!to!other!

extended!kin.!Migrants’!mothers!are!especially!dependent!on!support,!since!they!have!been!

relegated! in! informality! and! are! rarely! entitled! to! retirement! pension! (Palash! and! Serra!

forthcoming).!While!the!support!of!parents!is!more!enduring!and!unconditional,!support!of!

other,!more!distant!relatives!seems!to!be!more!influenced!by!their!past!or!present!reciprocal!

                                                
147!I!use!this!concept!as!being!opposite!to!those!of!Sayad’s!(1999)!“double!absence”!of!migrants!in!their!countries!
of!origin!and!destination.!
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engagements!in!the!form!of!reverse!remittances!(Mazzucato!2011).!Furthermore,!as!shown!in!

the! first! part! of! the! chapter,! due! to! a! family’s’! spatial! reconfigurations,! support! is! also!

addressed! to! returned! nuclear! family! members.! This! reflects! that! transnational! family!

members!are!not!spatially!fixed,!and!even!may!hardly!fit!fixed!categories!of!“migrants”!and!

“not!migrants”,!which!are!often!used!uncritically.!!!

Negotiation! over! mutual! commitments! sometimes! implies! a! tension! between!

migrants’! altered! capacity,! influenced! by! contextual! conditions! and! socially! constructed!

obligations!(Merla!2014;!Krzyzowski!and!Mucha!2014).!These!nourish!expectations!of!families!

in! Ecuador,! mismatching! with! migrants’! challenged! capacity! and! thus! also! desire! to! be!

implicated!in!TSP!provisions!(Carling!and!Hoelscher!2013).!In!fact,!despite!being!addressed!for!

good! causes,! protective! arrangements! are! not! always! fluid! and! unproblematic.! The!

ethnographic!proximity! in!origin!and!destination!allowed!to!disclose!underlying!tensions! in!

the!family!organization!of!social!protection!across!borders,!unveiling!their!emotional!nuances,!

with!discomfort!in!families,!and!migrants!feeling!frustration,!guilt!and!sometimes!annoyance.!

Apart!from!the!pressures!linked!to!expectations!from!families!“back!home”,!this!is!also!related!

to!mismatching!intentions!and!interests!on!the!management!of!migrants’!financial!allocations!

or!underestimation!of!migrants’!sacrifices.!

Migrants’!situation!has!changed!with!respect!to!the!prosperous!years!of!Spanish!boom,!

and! with! the! passing! of! time! their! ties! and! projections! with! their! origin! country! tend! to!

weaken.!Frictions!are!also!amplified!by!the!prolonged!physical!distance.!For!migrants!living!or!

having!previously!lived!in!Spain!this!is!due!to!the!difficulties!linked!to!the!crisis.!For!those!long!

settled! in! the! UK,! it! relates! to! their! legal! status! issues,! linked! to! strict!migration! policies.!

Furthermore,! in! such!situation,!misunderstandings!are! sometimes!also!amplified!by!virtual!

communication!technology,!when!partial!virtual!images!of!the!life!elsewhere!imply!distorted!

imaginaries.! This! contrasts!with! the!predominant! trend!of! transnationalism! studies!on! the!

positive!effects!of!modern!communication!tools!in!transnational!families!(cf.!Plaza!and!Plaza!

2019).!Physical!coMpresence!still!makes!a!difference!in!the!human!intimacy!and!trust!(Baldassar!

2007).!

!

Finally,!a!further!way!these!findings!contribute!to!the!TSP!literature!is!that!everyday!challenges!

in!building!TSP!do!not!only!relate!to!intraMfamiliar!concerns,!but!also!to!mismatches!of!welfare!

systems!visWà!vis!the!needs!of!transnational!families!(see!also!Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming;!
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Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2017;! Krzyzowski! and! Mucha! 2014).! This! occurs! for! low! income!

transnational!families!who,!although!being!entitled!to!welfare!provisions,!risk!or!are!excluded!

from!entitlements!if!migrants!send!money!transfers.!In!fact,!on!the!one!hand,!migrants’!lowM

income!families!in!Ecuador,!in!particular!their!mothers,!lose!state!assistance!benefits!if!they!

receive!financial!support!from!migrants.!This!seems!to!implicate!a!total!discharging!of!social!

protection!responsibility!from!the!State!to!migrants.!On!the!other!hand,!in!the!UK!a!similar!

situation!is!faced!by!migrants!entitled!to!British!welfare!provisions,!in!times!of!their!tightening!

to!EU!citizens.!This!shows!the!inadequacies!of!welfare!systems!here!and!there!with!respect!to!

the!needs!in!transnational!families,!since!they!hinder!migrants’!moral!obligations!and!families’!

crossMborder!resource!allocation.!

!
! !
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!

!

!

!

CHAPTER!5!!

THE!OTHER!SIDE!OF!NEED:!RESOURCES!FROM!
ECUADOR!ENSURING!MIGRANTS!HERE!AND!

THERE148!
!

! !

                                                
148!Part!of!this!chapter!has!been!published!in!modified!form!as:!Palash,!P.,!&!BabyMCollin,!V.!(2018).!The!other!
side!of!need:!Reverse!economic!flows!ensuring!migrants’!transnational!social!protection.!Population,!Space!and!
Place,!25(5),!1–10.!https://doi.org/10.1002/psp.2219!
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5.1!Introduction!

!
This!chapter!focuses!on!the!complementary!engagements!of!migrants’!families!in!Ecuador!to!

ensure!their!transnational!social!protection!needs.!To!do!so,!I!consider!their!varied!forms!of!

provisions!through!“reverse!remittances”,!including!services,!goods!and!money!allocated!from!

the! origin! contexts! for! migrants’! needs! (Mazzucato! 2011).! The! aim! of! this! chapter! is! to!

contribute!to!the!literature!on!transnational!families,!TSP!and!remittances.!

While! migrants’! financial! provisions! to! families! in! the! origin! countries! have! been!

extensively! investigated,! the! reverse! reciprocal! involvements!of! relatives! “back!home”!are!

often! neglected! in! migration! and! TSP! literature.! Scholars! using! a! transnational! lens! have!

acknowledged!the!engagements!of!families!in!the!origin!countries!in!securing!transnational!

family!needs!(Mazzucato!2011;!Dankyi,!Mazzucato,!and!Manuh!2017;!Boccagni!2015;!Carling!

2008).! They! have! shown! that! relatives! of! extended! family! “back! home”! are! not! passive!

recipients! of! migrants’! support,! but! actively! participate! in! ensuring! family! welfare.! These!

studies! have! mainly! shown! the! diverse! forms! of! organizational! support! linked! to! social!

protection!in!the!form!of!services,!such!as!geared!to!migrants’!children!and!other!dependent!

family!members!or!to!migrants’!properties!and!clerical!and!bureaucratic!issues.!

The!findings!of!this!study!reveal,!however,!that!provisions!of!families!in!Ecuador!are!

not! limited! to! services! securing!migrants’! and! family! needs,! but! include! financial! support,!

importantly! ensuring!migrants! in! the! context! of! their! economic!hardships! in! Europe.! Such!

arrangement!differs!from!the!evidence!on!reverse!economic!remittances!transferred!from!the!

origin!contexts!to!undertake!migration!and!cover!expenses!in!the!first!period!abroad!(Lucas!

and!Stark!1985;!Merry!et!al.!2019).!Furthermore,!findings!of!this!study!show!that!migrants!also!

mobilize!their!own!financial!resources!from!the!extended!resource!environment!“back!home”,!

which!are!transferred!to!Europe.!

This!chapter!aims!to!address!various!issues!with!respect!to!the!other!side!of!migrants’!

own!social!protection!needs!which!tend!to!be!overlooked!in!the!literature.!These!include!the!

variety!of!other!types!of!provisions!from!families!in!Ecuador!not!limited!to!the!care!of!children!

(the!latter!rather!was!a!past!TSP!arrangement);!the!link!between!these!diverse!involvements!

and!migrants’!social!protection!conditions!in!Europe,!and!the!mobilization!of!migrants’!own!

financial! resources! from! their! origin! country! to! cover! their! expenses.! Like! in! the! previous!
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chapter,!I!acknowledge!the!evolving!needs!and!contextual!circumstances!here!and!there,!as!

well!as!the!relational!and!emotional!interplays!shaping!TSP!arrangements.!!

There!are!two!main!research!questions!guiding!this!chapter.!The!first!one!is:!How!do!

families!in!Ecuador!secure!migrants’!transnational!social!protection!needs?!To!address!this!

issue,! I! retrace! the!manifold! forms!of! support!provided!by! families! “back!home”!aimed!at!

ensuring!migrants’!needs.!The!second!research!question!is:!What!are!the!sources!of!money!

flows! from! Ecuador! securing! migrants,! and! how! are! they! shaped! by! contextual!

circumstances!here!and!there!and!relational!interplays!in!families?! !Regarding!this!second!

concern,!I!look!more!closely!at!the!different!types!of!financial!resources!mobilized!by!migrants!

and! their! families! from! Ecuador! to! Europe.! To! do! so,! I! contextualize! the! specific! local!

circumstances!(Baldassar!and!Merla!2014)!and!explore!the!thinner!relational!and!emotional!

dimension!(Carling!2014;!McKay!2007)!implied!in!these!unusual!TSP!arrangements.!

!
This!chapter!draws!on!20!out!of!the!63!transnational!families!considered!in!this!study.!First,!in!

5.1,!I!present!an!overview!of!the!forms!of!support!to!migrants!by!their!families!in!the!Andean!

country,!focussing!on!organizational!and!material!support,!in!the!light!of!the!existing!literature!

on! reverse! remittances.! Next,! 5.2! offers! a! discussion! of! the! main! findings! related! to! the!

significance!of!reverse!economic!flows!from!Ecuador!ensuring!migrants’!transnational!needs.!

Finally,!I!address!the!main!results!in!the!chapter’s!conclusion.!

!

!

! !
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5.2!A!Variety!of!Resources!from!“Back!Home”!
!
The!“counterMflows”!of!reciprocal!protective!practices!and!resources!sustained!by!relatives!in!

origin!countries!assume!multiple!forms!and!represent!a!vital!contribution!to!migrants’!social!

protection,!as!well!as!to!social!and!economic!reproduction!in!transnational!families.!On!the!

one!hand,!such!provisions!are!vital!for!“who”!and!“what”!remained!in!the!origin!country;!on!

the!other!hand,!they!also!secure!migrants’!social!protection!concerns,!since!their!“social!needs!

have! also! a! transnational! side”! (Boccagni! 2017,! p.! 1).! For! this! reason,! “maintaining! good!

relations!with!those!at!home”!is!!paramount!for!migrants,!for!both!pragmatic!and!affective!

reasons!(McKay!2012,!p.!107).!Preserving!linkages!with!support!networks!“back!home”!may!

also! be! motivated! by! their! insecure! position! in! receiving! societies,! in! case! of! need! or!

unforeseen!crises! (Mazzucato!2009).! Focusing!on!organizational! and!material!backing,! this!

first! part! presents! an! overview! of! the!multifaceted! involvements! of! migrants’! families! to!

ensure!and!consolidate!family!welfare.!

!

5.2.1!Organizational!Support!
!
Undoubtedly,!organizational!support!in!the!form!of!services!from!families!in!the!country!of!

origin!stands!out!for!its!significance!to!migrants,!including!all!sorts!of!everyday!tasks!carried!

out!by!those!who!“stay!behind”.!As! the! findings!of! this!study!show,! there!are!three!major!

services!sustained!by!families!in!Ecuador,!ensuring!concerns!related!to!social!protection:!care!

of!dependent!family!members,!management!of!varied!tasks! linked!to!migrants’!properties,!

and!attention!for!bureaucratic!issues!linked!to!living!in!another!country.!

!

5.2.1.1!Care!of!Dependents!
!
As!recognized!by!the!care!literature,!one!of!the!most!important!forms!of!support!that!migrants!

receive!from!their! families! in!the!origin!countries!pertains!to!the!care!of!dependent!family!

members,!such!as!migrants’!children!living!“back!home”!(Dankyi!et!al.!2017).!This!is!essential!

in!countries!like!Ecuador,!where!historically!the!state!has!been!barely!involved!in!ensuring!this!

social! protection! need,! and! therefore! it! has! to! be! resolved! through! informal! family!

arrangements!(Herrera!2013).!This!is!often!performed!by!migrants’!mothers!and!other!female!

family!members!(Herrera!2013,!2005;!Herrera!and!Carrillo!2009;!Neira!and!Pérez!2013;!Parella!
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2007;!Olivié!et!al.!2008).!For!families!in!this!study!such!an!arrangement!was!often!relevant!in!

the!early!stages!of!migration,!before!children!were!reunited!with!their!father!and/or!mother!

in!Europe.!Of!the!total!number!of!sixtyMthree!families!in!this!study,!seven!migrants!had!their!

children!cared!for!by!relatives!in!Ecuador,!mainly!by!(former)!spouses!or!their!mother.!Of!these!

seven!cases,!four!never!reunited!and!three!3!returned!to!live!to!Ecuador!after!a!period!spent!

in!Spain.!The!others!had!their!children!cared!for!by!families!in!Ecuador!for!some!years,!until!

reunification!in!the!early!2000s.!In!certain!cases,!the!reunification!process!took!a!long!time,!

such!as!for!Antonia!(38,!lower!SES,!Montcada!Reixac):!“I!came!when!he!was!three!and!I!brought!

him!when!he!was!turning!fourteen.![Can!you]!imagine.”!For!all!these!years,!Antonia’s!son!was!

cared! for! by! her! mother,! who! assumed! all! the! related! responsibilities,! while! Antonia!

supported! her! family! financially! from! Spain.! This! type! of! arrangement! often! demands!

significant! involvements! of! caregivers! in! terms! of! tasks,! time! and! sometimes! monetary!

investments,!and!should!be!more!explicitly!recognized!in!the!literature!on!migration!(Dankyi!

et!al.!2015).!

!

Moreover,! findings! of! this! study! show! that! at! a!mature! stage! of!migrants’! age! and! life! in!

Europe,!this!type!of!support!is!also!important!with!respect!to!their!aging!parents!in!Ecuador.!

While!care!literature!predominantly!focuses!on!migrants’!children!“left!behind”,!the!needs!of!

migrants’! elderly! family! members! are! often! overlooked,! a! few! studies! excepted! (see! for!

example! Liu! 2014;! Krzyžowski! and! Mucha! 2014;! Mazzucato! 2008b).! This! need! is! mainly!

secured!be!provided!by!siblings!and!other!members!of!extended!families!in!Ecuador,!which!is!

reciprocated!by!migrants’!provisions!from!abroad,!often!providing!for!both!care!receivers!and!

caregivers.!!

In! this! study! this! type!of! arrangement!with! caregivers! in!Ecuador,!mainly!migrants’!

siblings!and!other!extended!kin,!is!often!implicit.!Many!migrants!indicate!that!their!parents!

are!"autonomous",!after!which!they!acknowledge,!however,!the!crucial!role!of!their!extended!

family’s! daily! caring! for! dependents.! As! Juana! (50,! lower! SES,! Barcelona)! said! about! her!

parents:!“they!are!autonomous!and!they!live!with!my!siblings,!in!their!house”.!Similarly,!Gloria!

(45,!lower!SES,!Barcelona)!first!highlights!the!selfMsufficiency!of!her!parents!with!respect!to!the!

economic!sphere:!“They!still!do!their!things”.!While!her!father!has!retired,!her!mother!never!

held!any!formal!job!because,!as!she!added!“in!the!past!women!did!not!work!in!Ecuador”.!Asking!

Gloria!about!how!her!mother!manages!without!a!pension,!she!replied!that!her!siblings!help!
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her!out!“When!I!worked!I!also!helped!her!a!lot.!But!after!I!did!not!find!a!job!I!couldn’t!do!it!

anymore…!My!soul!hurts!but!I!cannot!anymore”.!While!in!the!past,!before!she!had!to!deal!with!

prolonged! unemployment! in! the! domestic! sector! in! Spain,! Gloria! was! able! to! provide!

continuous!financial!support!from!abroad,!now!this!is!more!difficult!and!it!is!largely!taken!care!

of! by! her! siblings.! This! example! illustrates! that! provisions! between! here! and! there!were!

influenced! by!moral! obligations,! at! least! to! the! extent! the! individual! family!members! are!

financially! capable! to! be! implied! in! support.! The! figure! below! shows! the! mother! of! a!

respondent! from!London! (Victoria,! 42!higher! SES)!who! is! ill,! but! can! rely! on! the!everyday!

assistance!by!other!children!living!in!the!same!building!(in!separate!apartments).!

!

Figure!n.!26.!Victoria’s!mother!in!her!house!in!Macas.!

!
!
Source:!Polina!Palash,!Macas,!2015!

!

The! care! of! dependent! family!members! involves! diverse! tasks,! as! explained! by! Carla!with!

respect!to!her!brother!who!used!to!take!care!of!their!father,!while!Carla!provided!financial!

support!from!abroad:!
!

It!was!he![her!brother]!to!whom!I!sent!the!money.!I!mostly!trusted!him.!He!always!looked!after!

…!bureaucratic!issues…!And!when!my!father!was!alive,!it!was!he!who!accompanied!him!to!see!

the!doctor…!He!always!cared!about!me![as!well].!

Carla,!42,!lower!SES,!London,!2016!
!
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Carla!highlights!the!moral!support!she!herself!received!from!her!brother,!which,! if!perhaps!

less!linked!to!tangible!social!protection!concerns,!is!important!for!her!psychological!wellbeing.!

This!aspect!is!often!acknowledged!in!the!care!literature!(Boccagni!2015;!Baldassar!2007).!
!

Only!rarely,!however,!relatives!from!Ecuador!can!reach!migrants!in!Europe!to!provide!

support!linked!to!care.!This!emerged!only!once!in!the!sample!for!this!study.!When!Sofia!(31,!

higher!SES!London)!who!works!at!an!Ecuadorian!governmental!institution!in!London,!had!her!

first!child,!while!her!spouse!was!doing!a!PhD! in! the!British!capital,! they!were! in!need!of!a!

person!to!help!them!with!the!care!for!their!baby.!They!managed!to!arrange!this!thanks!to!

Sofia’s!parents,!who!came!from!Cuenca!and!stayed!for!a!period!with!them!in!order!to!care!for!

their!grandson.!Later,!also!Sofia’s!inMlaws!helped!in!this!regard,!by!providing!a!trusted!nanny!

hired!from!Ecuador!to!care!for!the!baby.!However,!not!all!the!families!enjoy!the!privilege!of!

having!the!economic!status!of!Sofia’s!family,!who!thanks!to!her!job!was!also!able!to!arrange!

the!necessary!visa!for!this!type!of!TSP!arrangements.!!

!
5.2.1.2!Properties!!!!
!
A!fundamental!type!of!organizational!provision!performed!by!migrants’!families! in!Ecuador!

pertains! to!migrants’!properties.! This! is! rather!neglected! in! the! literature!on! transnational!

families,! apart! from! some!exceptions! (see! for! example! Smith! and!Mazzucato! 2009;!MataM

Codesal!2014).!However,!migration!literature!shows!the!relevance!for!migrants!of!investment!

in!“remittances!houses”!(Lopez!2010)!in!their!country!of!origin!while!working!abroad!(De!Haas!

2006).!This!may!be!seen!as!a!form!of!capital!and!“social!security”!if!!migrants!decide!to!return!

at!one!point!(MataMCodesal!2014;!Osili!2004;!Oded!and!Stark!1990)!or!as!a!way!to!provide!a!

better!quality!of!life!for!those!“back!home”!through!the!improvement!of!their!housing!(MataM

Codesal! 2014).! However,! such! investment! in! property! also! comes! with! the! symbolic!

significance!of!reflecting!migrants’!success,!prestige!and!social!mobility!(Lopez!2010;!Boccagni!

2014),!while!at!the!same!time!it!underscores!their!sense!of!belonging!and!their!commitment!

to! their!network! in! their!country!of!origin! (Boccagni!2014).!As!such,!as!observed!by!MataM

Codesal!(2014,!p.!274)!such!investments!paradoxically!serve!as!“immobile!assets!for!people!

who!are!primary!defined!according!to!their!mobility”,!while!for!migrants!owning!a!house,!a!

physical!entity,!may!also!act!as!an!emotional!replacement!for!their!sense!of!being!out!of!place!

(Conway!2005).!
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It!has!been!established!in!the!literature!that!it!is!quite!important!for!Ecuadorian!migrants!to!

engage!in!investment!in!houses!“back!home”,!as!highlighted!in!particular!in!several!studies!

which!focus!on!the!Southern!regions!of!Azuay!and!Azogues.!As!I!could!observe!in!Cuenca!and!

Llano!Grande!(near!to!Quito),!in!these!areas!outstands!the!eclectic!“migrants’!architecture”!

149!(MataMCodesal!2014;!Klaufus!2016;!Vallejo!2015).!!

In!this!study,!it!is!mainly!the!family!network!in!Ecuador!which!is!implicated!in!migrants’!housing!

investments!because! relatives!are!seen!as! the!most! reliable!people.!Services! from!families!

“back!home”!in!this!context!are!vital!and!imply!a!variety!of!tasks,!such!as!buying!and!selling,!

recruitment!and!payment!of!professionals!involved!(like!architects,!engineers,!and!workers),!

financial!property!and!rental!management,!construction!and!supervision!of!building!activities,!

maintenance!and! refurbishment,! and! security!and!protection! (Mazzucato!2011;! Smith!and!

Mazzucato!2009).! In! this! study,! relatives! in!Ecuador!have!been! for!example! implied! in! the!

housing! construction! and! its! organization! (11! cases),! guarding! and/or! living! in! migrants'!

properties!or!on!their!lands!(18!cases),!and!administrating!the!rent!from!properties!(5!cases).!!

These!tasks!tend!to!be!performed!by!a!variety!of!family!members,!such!nephews,!brothers!

and!fathers,!as!also!found!by!MataMCodesal!(2014).!Services!pertaining!to!migrants’!properties!

in! Ecuador! are! often! part! of! reciprocal! involvements! between! here! and! there,! implying!

different! responsibilities,! social! protection! areas! and! interlinked! family! members.!!

Gabriela,!a!separated!mother!with!two!children,!sends!her!meagre!savings!for!the!construction!

of!her!house!in!Guayaquil,!which!is!mainly!led!by!her!nephew:!
!!

I! send! money! to! pay! him,! and! he! does! the! work.! …! He! administrates! the! rents,! and! also!

refurbishes!the!house.!…!Of!course,!I!give!him!something.!And!now!I!bought!many!little!things!

that!I'll!bring!along!for!him.!For!him,!his!wife,!his!children.!!

Gabriela,!53,!Barcelona,!lower!SES,!2015!
!

For!Gabriela,!who!works!in!a!cleaning!company!in!Barcelona!and!does!not!have!many!years!of!

working!contributions!(as!in!Ecuador!she!never!worked!in!the!formal!labour!market),!this!will!

possibly! secure!her! future!old! age.!As!MataMCodesal! (2014,! p.! 273)! points! out,! in! Ecuador!

“remittance!houses!play!an!insurance!role!in!this!context!of!nonMexistent!or!precarious!social!

security”!(see!also!De!Haas!2006).!However,!since!Gabriela’s!economic!situation!is!unstable,!

she!has!to!pursue!this!project!slowly!and!by!making!sacrifices.!Without!the!help!of!her!family!

                                                
149!MataMCodesal! (2014)! refers! to! these! houses,! which! visibly! stand! out! from! the! surrounding! architectural!
morphology!due!to!their!eclectic!style,!as!“migrant!architecture”.!I!observed!such!more!WesternMstyle!and!often!
extravagant!houses!in!Cuenca!and!its!surrounding!areas,!as!well!as!in!Llano!Grande,!and!respondents!and!locals!
also!confirmed!these!to!be!houses!owned!by!migrants.!
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in!Ecuador,!this!investment!would!all!be!hard!to!organize!(see!also!Herrera!2012).!For!relatives!

in! Ecuador,! being! engaged! in! migrants’! properties! implies! different! aspects! linked! social!

protection!needs,!as!financial!provisions!from!migrants!for!their!implication!!(or!“chops”,!see!

Smith!and!Mazzucato!2009),!and!often!the!chance!to!live!in!migrants’!properties!for!indefinite!

periods!of!time.!

For! the! respondents! in! this! study,! this! type!of! arrangement! seems! to!have! greater!

importance!than!for!example! investment! in!their!children’s!education!(see!also!Palash!and!

Serra!forthcoming).!This!seems!to!relate!to!the!fact!that!in!Europe!highly!educated!migrants!

experience!downward!social!mobility,!and!even!when!they!have!invested!in!the!education!of!

their!children!grew!up!in!Europe,!also!second!generation,!are!mostly!employed!in!unskilled!

jobs.!!

TSP!arrangements!linked!to!migrants’!properties!investments!have!gained!even!greater!

significance! in! the! context! of! the! recent! rapid! growth! of! the! real! estate!market! value! in!

Ecuador.150!After!the!completion!of!one!apartment!in!her!house,!Gabriela,!mentioned!earlier,!

arranged!its!renting,!managed!by!her!family!in!Guayaquil.!This!money!is!partly!used!to!finance!

the!construction!and!partly!saved.!In!Ecuador,!as!he!put!it,!“some!money!is!growing,!for!when!

we!will!travel!there”.!

In!effect,!one!of!the!main!findings!in!this!study!with!respect!to!crucial!TSP!arrangements!

securing!the!income!of!Ecuadorian!families!is!that!migrants’!investments!in!their!country!of!

origin!represent!not!only!material!security!and!capital!for!the!future,!but!also!actual,!ready!

available! income! if! their! properties! are! rented! out.151! This!may! be! linked! to! the! fact! that!

migrants! in! this! study! mainly! originate! from! urban! contexts! with! high! demographic!

concentrations,!where!it!is!easier!to!rent!out!their!apartments.!This!is!different!from!the!empty!

houses!found!by!MataMCodesal!(2014)!with!respect!to!property!investments!of!migrants!in!the!

rural!Azuay!and!Azogues!areas,!financed!from!the!United!States.152!Such!findings!show!that!

migrants’!houses! in!Ecuador!do!not!necessarily! remain!vacant! (Fletcher!1999),!but!may!be!

profitable!even!before!migrants’!return!already.!In!a!context!of!financial!difficulties!in!Europe,!

the!renting!of!migrants’!properties!in!Ecuador,!already!owned!or!acquired!during!migration,!

also!alleviates!migrants’!pressures!to!support!relatives!financially!“back!home”.!!

                                                
150!See!page!140!(chapter!3).!
151!See!more!in!detail!pp.!221M228.!!
152!That!migrants’!“wasted!houses”!in!the!rural!locality!of!Xarbán!sit!empty!for!a!long!time!and!are!looked!at!with!
criticism!by!locals!is!due!to!the!undocumented!status!of!migrants!immobilized!in!the!United!States!(MataMCodesal!
2014).!!
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The! income! obtained! from! renting! out! houses! in! Ecuador! is! sometimes! quite!

substantial,!as!for!Esmeralda!(about!55,!higher!SES,!Santo!Domingo!de!los!Colorados),!who!

returned!from!Madrid!once!she!achieved!her!huge!investment!project.!Partly!thanks!to!the!

help!of!her!father!when!he!was!alive!and!partly!through!her!own!involvement!after!returning!

to! live! in!Ecuador,!Esmeralda!managed!to!build!a!huge!structure!composed!of!ten!modern!

flats,!some!rented!and!some!in!the!process!of!being!constructed,!financed!through!the!money!

of!already!rented!apartments.!In!her!spacious!flat!of!several!rooms!where!she!hosted!me!for!

a! couple!of!days,! she! lives!alone!and!each!month! receives!a! rental! income!of!$2000! from!

several!tenants,!which!is!about!twice!the!money!she!earned!in!Spain!working!in!the!domestic!

sector.!The!figure!below!shows!Esmeralda!in!her!kitchen!located!in!the!building!constructed!

by! her! father,! housing! nine! other! apartments.! For! her! kitchen! Esmeralda! opted! to! use!

expensive!marble!surfaces,!probably!inspired!by!the!houses!where!she!worked!as!a!domestic!

worker!in!Spain.!

!

Figure!n.!27.!Esmeralda!in!her!kitchen!equipped!with!all!modernWday!comforts.!

!
!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!Santo!Domingo!de!los!Colorados,!2016!

!

The!next!picture!shows!the!ground!floor!of!a!threeMstorey!house! in!Biloxi,!on!the!southern!

periphery!of!Quito,!built!by!a!family!of!humble!background!owing!to!money!transfers!from!

London.!It!was!built!by!Luís!(30,!lower!SES,!Quito),!a!returned!son!and!his!elderly!parents,!who,!

after!gaining!their!legal!status!in!the!UK,!for!this!reason!travel!from!England!every!six!months.!
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Figure! n.! 28.! House! of! Luís,! returned! from! London,! who! guards! and! handles! the!

construction!and!refurbishment!of!the!property!of!his!transnational!family.!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!Quito,!2016!

!

Similar!findings!on!migrants’!properties!in!their!country!of!origin!which!are!rented!and!used!

as! income! generator! are! found! in! studies! on! other! countries,! including! Colombia! (Zapata!

2017),!Mexico!(Grigolini!2005)!and!Senegal!(Tall!2009).!As!discussed!below,!this!type!of!TSP!

arrangement!also!helps!to!secure!the!income!of!migrants!in!Europe.!

!

It!should!be!acknowledged,!however,!that!TSP!arrangements!linked!to!migrants’!properties!

may! also! go! together! with! conflicts,! as! in! effect! was! the! case! in! Esmeralda’s! family.! She!

complained!about!her!cousin,!who!returned!from!Spain!some!years!before!her!and!managed!

the!renting!of!her!flats!when!her!father!died.!Unfortunately,!this!cousin!proved!to!be!dishonest!

with! Esmeralda,! who! did! not! travel! to! Ecuador! for! six! years! in! order! to! save! money! for!

payments!on!her!investment.!Because!this!cousin!mismanaged!the!money!collected!from!six!

years!of! rent! from!several! flats,!Esmeralda!was!still!paying!off! the! resulting!debt! for!years!

afterwards.!

In! this! study,! two! other!migrants! complained! about! similar! situations,! having! sent!

considerable! amounts! of!money! addressed! for! property! constructions! in! Ecuador,! ranging!

between!$15,000!and!$100,000,!which!were!mismanaged!for!their!personal!interests!by!close!

or! extended! family!members.! Two!other!migrants! also! complained!about! their! spouses! in!

Ecuador,! who! tried! to! claim! their! property! heritage.! A! lawyer! specialized! on! migration!
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interviewed! in! Quito! referred! to! similar,! recurrent! disputes! around! migrants’! property!

investments,!which!also!surfaced!during!conversations!in!Ecuador!with!respondents!external!

to!the!families!I!studied.!Studies!on!African!transnational!families!point!out!similar!relational!

tensions! linked! to!money! allocations! for! housing! investments! (McGregor! 2014;! Smith! and!

Mazzucato!2009).!

!

5.2.1.3!Land!
!
Another!form!of!service!performed!by!families!in!Ecuador!is!the!guarding!and!maintenance!of!

land!owned!by!migrants!“back!home”!for!extended!periods!of!time!(see!also!Byron!2007).!I!

had!the!chance!to!see!one!of!these!plots!of!land!in!the!tropical!Amazon!area!in!Macas,!where!

Lucía’s!(42,!lower!SES,!London)!family!takes!care!of!her!land!property!since!she!migrated!to!

Spain!in!2000,!and!later!to!the!UK.!Also!these!TSP!arrangements!sometimes!imply!reciprocal!

advantages!for!both!migrants!and!their!families,!since!relatives!in!Ecuador!may!use!the!land!

and!its!possible!harvest!while!migrants!are!living!for!an!indefinite!period!abroad.!This!aspect!

is! in! fact! largely! neglected! in! the! literature! on! transnational! families.! The! following! figure!

shows!a!plot!of!land!cared!for!by!the!family!of!one!respondent!resident!in!London!in!her!region!

of!origin!in!Ecuador.!This!particular!plot!comes!with!cinnamon!trees!and!guayusa,!a!medicinal!

plant.!!!

!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

 
 
 
 

!
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Figure!n.!29.!A!plot!of!land!cared!for!by!the!family!of!one!respondent!in!Macas,!in!the!

Amazon!region.!!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!Macas,!2016!
!

!
5.2.1.4!Bureaucracy!
!
Another!type!of!organizational!backing!provided!by!families!in!Ecuador!and!ensuring!migrants’!

needs!is!the!management!of!their!paperwork!and!bureaucratic!affairs,!mentioned!by!at!least!

22!migrants!(out!of!the!total!of!63).!Families!in!Ecuador!are!in!charge!of!several!administrative!

issues,! such! as! legal! concerns! associated! with! migration,! recognition! of! qualifications,!

inheritance!and!properties!(see!also!Mazzucato!2011).!

For!Hernán!(33,!higher!SES,!Barcelona)!who!migrated!to!Madrid!to!study!a!master,!the!

help!of!his!parents!is!fundamental!to!manage!several!important!issues!in!Ecuador:!"They!are!

in! charge! of! anything! such! as! certificates,! loans! and! all! the! current!matters! regarding!my!

studies".!When!I!met!his!parents!in!Quito,!his!mother!showed!me!the!documents!concerning!

Hernán’s!mortgaged!flat!in!the!Ecuadorian!capital.!His!parents!helped!him!to!arrange!a!special!

loan!for!students!and!took!care!of!the!interrelated!paperwork,!such!as!monthly!payments!and!

correspondence!with!the!bank.!He!entitled!them!legally!to!act!in!his!name,!reflecting!his!total!

trust.!Mainly!parents!and!siblings!of!migrants,!as!well!as!occasionally!other!family!members,!

handle!these!clerical!concerns.!
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Clearly,!such!contributions!are!reciprocated!in!various!ways!by!migrants.!Although!the!

parents!of!Hernán!are!comfortable!enough!not! to!need!any! financial! reward! from!him,!he!

recompenses!them!for!their!help!through!gifts!from!Madrid.!!

!

5.2.2!Material!Support!
!
Besides!organizational!tasks!in!the!form!of!services,!migrants!can!rely!also!on!material!support!

from! families! in! the! country! of! origin.! This! happens! despite! the! "asymmetry! between! the!

transactors"! (Carling! 2014,! p.! 230)! in! transnational! families! separated!between! South! and!

North,! with! different! capacities! of! providing! reciprocal! support.! In! this! study,! such!

contributions!linked!to!social!protection!concerns!include!diverse!types!of!goods.!!

!

5.2.2.1!Medicines!and!Remedies!
!
One!of!the!types!of!goods!linked!to!social!protection!which!migrants!receive!from!Ecuador!are!

medicines!(at!least!8!cases!in!the!sample),!such!as!syrups,!unguents,!creams,!vitamins,!Vaseline!

and!natural!remedies!to!which!migrants!are!used!and!which!they!prefer!over!those!available!

in!Europe.!They!are!mainly!transferred!through!informal!channels!by!compatriots!travelling!to!

the!Andean!country,!as!is!also!the!case!for!medicines!sent!by!migrants!from!Europe,!which!

reflects!the!importance!of!coMethnic!networks!and!social!capital!for!facilitating!such!transfers.!!!

I!could!observe!this!in!the!case!of!Carmen!(48,!lower!SES,!Barcelona),!who!despite!living!

in!Spain!with!its!inclusive!healthcare!system!and!accessible!medicines,!preferred!to!use!cures!

for!her!skin!disease!sent!by!her!family!in!Ecuador.!During!a!weekend!lunch!with!Carmen!and!

other!Latin!American!women!in!Barcelona,!a!friend!who!just!returned!from!Ecuador!handed!

Carmen!a!bag!full!of!medicines!from!Carmen’s!mother! in!Guayaquil.!According!to!Carmen,!

medicines! from!Ecuador!were!more!effective! for!her!skin!problem.!Her!siblings! in!Ecuador!

bought!the!cures!using!Carmen’s!money!transfers,!which!is!understandable,!considering!the!

high!prices!of!medicines!in!Ecuador!and!the!low!local!salaries.!This!particular!involvement!in!

Carmen’s!health!also!underlines!the!caring!relationship!within!her!family.!

The! transfer! of!medicines! from! Ecuador! to!migrants! living! in!Western! countries! is!

reported!in!several!other!studies!(Mahler!1995).!Interestingly,!Comelles!and!colleagues!(2010)!

find!that!the!total!flow!of!medicines!sent!from!Ecuador!to!Spain!even!exceeds!the!reverse!flow!

from!Europe.!Migrants'!reliance!on!provisions!concerning!medicines!from!“back!home”!can!
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relate! to! their! habits,! preference! and! beliefs,! but! it!may! also! reflect! an! affective! concern!

among!family!members.!In!this!respect,!Priblisky!(2008,!p.!13)!claims!that!medicines!are!sent!

from!Ecuador!to!the!United!States!in!substantial!amounts,!even!when!migrants!are!not!sick,!

as!a!way!of!sending!“energías”,!meant!to!boost!their!energy!level!and!wellMbeing.!!

!

5.2.2.2!Other!Goods!!
!
Apart!from!medicines,!migrants!in!this!study!said!they!receive!other!material!items!ensuring!

concerns!linked!to!social!protection.!One!example!involves!Sharon!(47,!lower!SES,!Barcelona),!

who!facing!precariousness! in!Barcelona!due!to!the!crisis!sometimes!received!clothing!from!

her! sister!who! owned! a! clothing! store! in! Ecuador.! If! in! the! past! Sharon! sent! packages! to!

Ecuador!for!diverse!concerns,!now!she!was!the!one!need.!

Sporadically,! moreover,! migrants! receive! other! items! from! Ecuador,! such! as! food!

items,!documents!and,!more!rarely,!books.!Other!studies!also!refer!to!the!practice!of!sending!

food!and!documents!from!Ecuador!(MataMCodesal!and!Abranches!2017;!MataMCodesal!2010).!

Yet! food! items! from! “back! home”!may! be! connected! to! symbolic! ties,! such! as! migrants’!

nostalgia!for!particular!tastes!or!caring!practices,!rather!than!to!urgent!concerns!related!to!

social!protection.!Like!in!other!cases,!relatives!in!Ecuador!send!particular!goods!as!a!way!to!

thank! their! migrated! son! or! brother! or! daughter! or! sister! for! their! current! and/or! past!

provisions!in!support!of!their!various!needs.!!

!

!

! !
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5.3!Reverse!Economic!Flows!from!Ecuador!Securing!
Migrants!in!Europe!!
!
!
Figure!n.!30,!taken!in!a!bank!office!in!Quito,!invites!clients!to!transact!money!transfers!

to!Spain,!England!and!France.!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!Quito,!2016!

!

An!unexpected!finding!of!this!study!concerns!money!flows!mobilized!from!Ecuador,!emerged!

in! about! one! third! of! the! cases! (20! out! of! 63),! diverging! from! more! conventional! TSP!

arrangements!in!transnational!families.!

While! the! growth! of! economic! flows! from! North! to! South! was! celebrated! with!

“euphoria"!by!scholars!and!policy!makers! in! the!years!of!economic!growth! in!“developed”!

countries!(De!Haas,!2005),!reverse!money!flows,!especially!emerged!in!postMrecession!years!

have!been! largely!neglected.!More! in!general!over! the! last!years,!as!Carling! (2014,!p.!219)!

observed,! the! interest! in!economic!remittances!seems!to!have!decreased.!The! fragmented!

literature!on!money! flows! from!sending! to! receiving!countries!provides! some!evidence!on!

these!reverse!flows.!For!example,!families!in!the!origin!areas!may!provide!for!migrants!in!their!

initial!migration!period!(Lucas!and!Stark!1985;!Merry!et!al.!2019).!Economic!studies!like!NELM!

motivate!migrants’!money!transfers!“back!home”!once!they!integrate!in!the!receiving!contexts!

as!a!“coMinsurance”!strategy,!preventive!of!a!future!payoff! if! they!face!financial!difficulties,!

with! an! expectation! of! future! reciprocation! (Lucas! and! Stark! 1985;! AmuedoMDorantes! and!
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Pozo!2006;!Batista!and!Umblijs!2016).!Money!mobilized!from!sending!to!receiving!contexts!

also!relates!to!parental!support!to!ensure!young!international!students,!as!demonstrated!in!a!

study!by!Singh!and!Cabraal! (2013)!on!sustained!remittances! from!India! to!Australia.!These!

authors!also!point!out!that!parents!have!specific!expectations!about!their!children’s!future!

reciprocation,!as!a! form!of! insurance!or!TSP!arrangement.! Furthermore,! similar!occasional!

transfers!may!relate!to!emergencies!and!other!issues!such!as!migrants’!marriages,!as!occurs!

for!Turkish!migrants!in!Germany!(Bilecen!2013,!p.!228;!see!also!Skeldon!2010).!!

Although!migration! scholars!mainly! focus! on! economic! remittances! from! North! to!

South,! some! evidence! shows! an! inverse! trend,! in! particular! in! postMrecession! years.! For!

example,!according!to!a!World!Bank!report!(2014,!p.!33),!there!is!evidence!of!"a!nonMnegligible!

share!of!migrants"!in!Turin!receiving!money!transfers!from!Morocco.!Regarding!quantitative!

evidence! in! Ecuador! recently! documented! by! the! World! Bank! Group! (2016),! remittance!

outflows!more!than!tripled!in!the!postMcrisis!period,!while!in!the!period!from!2006!to!2015!

there!was!a!constant!decrease!of!money! inflows! to! this!country.!This! is!also!confirmed!by!

qualitative!data!in!studies!on!Ecuadorians!by!Martín!(2012)!and!Sanz!(2013).!Similarly,!several!

mostly!Hispanic!media!(like!El!Mundo)!reported!on!money!flows!from!Ecuador!to!Spain,!which!

is!not!surprising!with!respect!to!the!serious!effects!produced!by!the!recession.!The!New!York!

Times!has!reported!about!a!trend!from!Mexico!to!the!United!States,!also!affected!by!the!global!

2008!crisis.153!Moreover,!Mohapatra!and!Ratha! (2010,!p.!307)!provide!evidence!on!money!

flows! from! Mexico! and! the! Dominican! Republic! ensuring! migrants! in! the! United! States.!

However,!these!reverse!money!flows!from!South!to!North!are!not!limited!to!remittances!sent!

from!migrants’! families.! In! fact,! this! study! highlights! a! transfer! of!migrants’! own! financial!

resources!deriving!from!assets!and!savings!“back!home”,!which!is!also!observable!by!a!decline!

in! foreign! currency! in! these! two! sending! contexts,! as!well! as! in! India.!Migrants! in! the!US!

transfer!this!money!to!pay!their!mortgage!in!the!US.!A!lack!of!reliable!data!makes!determining!

the!magnitude!of!these!flows!difficult,!as!emphasized!by!a!study!produced!for!the!European!

                                                
153! See! for! example! ! https://actualidad.rt.com/sociedad/view/40537MElMmundoMalMrev%C3%A9sMinmigrantesM
ecuatorianosMllevanMdineroMaMEspa%C3%B1aMparaMsubsistir!
http://www.elmundo.es/elmundo/2012/02/17/solidaridad/1329464941.html!
https://www.eltiempo.com.ec/noticias/mundo/5/281686!
https://autoMhermes.ning.com/profiles/blogs/fenMmenoMdeMremesasMinversasMseMregistraMdesdeMecuadorMhaciaM
espa!
https://schott.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/18/reverseMremittances/!
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Parliament! (Lubambu! 2014).! Some! recent! reports,! however,! document! twoMway! money!

transfers,!which!seems!to!indicate!an!established!trend!(World!Bank,!2016).!!

In!this!study!I!use!the!notion!of!reverse!economic!flows!as!referring!to!reverse!economic!

remittances!from!migrants'!families!and!migrants'!own!financial!means!transferred!from!their!

origin!country! (Palash!and!BabyMCollin!2018,!p.! !3,!7).! In!my!findings,! in!the! last!years!they!

mostly!help!to!support!adult!economic!migrants!coping!with!the!effects!of!the!recession!and!

welfare!restrain,!and!to!a!lesser!extent!to!young!migrant!students!as!past!TSP!arrangement.!

Iglesias!and!colleagues!(2015,!p.!85,!172)!show!with!respect!to!the!situation!of!Ecuadorian!

migrants! in! Spain! that! in! the! last! years! their! capacity! to!pay! for!basic! needs! such! as! food!

importantly!decreased!(from!M13.9%!to!M35.5%),!with!an!impressive!downturn!of!their!saving!

capacity!(M68.5%).!Moreover,!precarious!workers!in!Spain!are!exposed!to!further!risks!when!

they!suffer!state!social!protection!gaps.!These!include,!for! instance,!domestic!workers!who!

are!excluded!from!unemployment!benefits! (ILO!2016)!and!highly!skilled!workers!who!have!

contracts!excluding!them!from!the!social!security!system!(Guamán!and!Illueca!2012).!In!this!

study!neither!the!situation!of!the!greater!part!of!Ecuadorian!labour!migrants!in!England!is!not!

more!positive!anymore,!since!they!mostly!work!in!the!precarious!cleaning!sector!while!have!

to!afford!huge!living!costs.!The!following!sections!focus!on!reverse!economic!flows,!analysing!

their!sources!in!Ecuador,!types!of!migrants’!needs!covered,!as!well!as!effects!on!relationships!

for!families!in!this!study.!!

!

5.3.1!Remittances!from!Families!in!Ecuador!Securing!
Migrants!Here!and!There!
!
Two! main! types! of! financial! sources! securing! a! basic! income! of! migrants! from! Ecuador!

emerged! in! this! study.! One! flow! concerns! economic! transfers! from! migrants’! families!

providing!for!their!needs!both!in!Europe!and!in!Ecuador,!as!described!below.!!
!

5.3.1.1!Families!Supporting!Migrants!in!Europe!Financially!
!

In!recent!times,!no.!On!the!contrary,!they!are!helping!me!...!because!of!the!unemployment!and!

lack!of!income!here!in!Spain!…!Now!it!is!reverse.!Now!they!are!sending!to!me.!

!

Simón,!39,!higher!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!
!

Simón!(higher!SES,!39,!Barcelona)!was!one!of! the!first!people!who!talked!to!me!about!the!

reverse!money!flow!from!Ecuador!to!Europe!in!support!of!his!needs!as!a!migrant,!and!at!the!



! 215!

time!I!expected!this!arrangement!to!be!fairly!unique.!I!met!this!respondent!in!a!public!event!

organized! by! the! Ecuadorian! community! in! Barcelona! and! later! I! met! him!more! often! in!

distinct!settings!such!as!workshops,!music!events,!and!private!dinners!and!meetings.!Simón!is!

active! in! several! projects! and! associations! involving! the! Latin! American! and! Ecuadorian!

community!in!Barcelona!and!interrelated!social,!cultural!and!political!issues.!

His! trajectory! as! a!migrant! has! been! a!more! privileged!one! than! that! of!most! other!

respondents.!Part!of!his!family! living! in!Ecuador,!where!he!studied!business!administration!

and!worked!at!a!bank,!is!wellMoff.!In!the!wake!of!the!first!crisis!in!Ecuador,!Simón!arrived!in!

Barcelona!in!2001,!where!he!continued!to!study,!completing!two!masters.!He!has!been!quite!

flexible!in!adapting!to!the!Spanish!labour!market,!working!as!a!supermarket!cashier!and!as!a!

telemarketing!phone!operator,!and!performing!socioMcultural!work!in!a!geriatric!centre.!At!the!

time!of! the! interview,! Simón!was!employed!by! a!private! life! insurance! company!with! few!

working!hours!and!a!precarious!“commercial!contract”:!
!

Instead!of!having!a!regular!job!I!am!on!a!commercial!contract.!...!I!pay!my!tax!as!a!worker!…!but!

I!don’t!pay!any!contributions!into!my!social!security!scheme!...!The!contract!I’m!on!is!a!garbage!

contract,!which!does!not!work!for!me.!I!continue!to!tell!my!boss:!“You!don't’!contribute!to!my!

social!security,!which!is!what!matters!most!to!me.!

Simón,!39,!higher!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!
!

By! hiring! staff! on! a! contract,! the! employer! of! Simón! formally! does! not! have! to! pay! the!

employer’s!part!of!the!premiums!for!social!security,!which!effectively!limits!his!being!entitled!

to!claim!benefits!if!he!would!need!them!at!some!point!in!the!future:!!!

!

What! it! implies! is! that! I!do!not!put! in!continuous!contributions.!For!example,! if! I!will!have!an!

accident! now! resulting! in! a! disability,! my! pension! would! be! very! low! because! I! am! not!

contributing! to! social! security.! To!be!able! to! retire! you!have! to!have!at! least! fifteen!years!of!

contributions!…!And!this!is!legal!...!but!I!have!no!other!choice.!!

!

Although!Simón!is!highly!educated!and!has!a!better!job!than!many!other!migrants,!he!

has! to! adapt! to! a! precarious! and! flexible! "garbage! contract",! which! did! not! allow! him! to!

accumulate!contributions! such!as! ! for!unemployment!benefits! (Guamán!and! Illueca!2012).!

This!is!why!Simón!himself!pays!premiums!for!a!private!insurance!fund,!which!with!his!insecure!

income!is!a!risky!arrangement.!Moreover!as!he!explained,!if!at!one!point!he!will!stop!paying!

premiums,! he! will! lose! everything! he! put! into! it.! To! pay! for! his! insurance! and! everyday!

expenses!in!the!crisis!years,!Simón!told!me!that!he!sometimes!received!financial!support!from!

his!sister!in!Ecuador,!and!that!such!practice!was!hardly!an!exception:!
!
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I!remember!once!when!I!was!at!Western!Union,!when!I!was!doing!my!postWgraduate!studies,!and!

I!urgently!needed!money!to!pay!the!fee.!So,!I!would!call!my!sisters!because!they!always!looked!

out!for!me.!…!!When!that!girl![at!Western!Union!in!Barcelona]!said!to!me:!“now!you!are!doing!it!

inversely,!and!you!are!not!the!only!one.!Lots!of!people!come,!I’ve!known!them!for!a!long!time,!

and!they!would!send!money!to!their!countries,!not!just!to!Ecuador!but!to!several!countries,!but!

now!they!are!coming!to!receive!the!money!that!they!sent!them.![It!is!now!being!sent]!from!there!

to!here”.!This!was!a!surprise!to!me...!And!it!made!me!reflect!a!lot.!
!

Simón,!39,!higher!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!
!

In!one! year,! Simón’s! two! sisters! living! in!Ambato!and!Guayaquil! sent!him!monthly!money!

transfers! ranging! from!$300! to!$400,! on!which!he! still! relied!due! to!his! precarious! labour!

situation.!Sometimes!another!sister,!who!lives!in!Italy,!participated!in!supporting!her!brother!

in!Spain.!

Simón’s! sisters!also!manage! the!bureaucratic! concerns! related! to!his! inheritance! in!

Ecuador,!according!to!Laura,!one!of!Simón’s!sisters.!We!met!in!Ambato,!a!mediumMsize!city!in!

the!central!valley!of!the!Andean!country.!I!interviewed!Laura!and!her!spouse!(both!are!about!

50)!while!spending!two!days!in!their!spacious!threeMstorey!house,!in!a!nice!residential!area!

with!impressive!houses!built!by!migrants.!Laura!put!me!up!in!a!sizable!bedroom!and!during!

my!stay!she!drove!me!in!her!SUV!to!tour!the!city!and!its!surroundings.!In!the!past,!Simon's!

sister!worked! as! an! accountant! and!her! spouse,! an! agricultural! engineer,!was! a! longMtime!

employee!of!a!state!bank.!At!the!moment!of!the!interview!neither!of!them!was!working:!he!

retired!years!ago!and!receives!a!pension!from!both!the!state!and!the!bank.!They!also!receive!

monthly!rent!from!three!apartments!they!own!in!the!same!multiMfloor!house!where!they!live.!

Their!comfortable!situation!allows!them!to!help!not!only!Simón!in!Spain,!but!also!their!

30MyearMold! daughter! Leticia,!who! lives! in!Germany.! Leticia! studied! languages! at! a! private!

university!in!Ecuador,!and!unlike!Simón,!she!emigrated!only!recently,!after!marrying!a!German!

who!works!in!the!army.!Even!though!they!do!not!have!any!income!problems,!Laura!sometimes!

sends!money!to!her!daughter!for!her!extra!needs!in!Germany.!

If! the! parental! support! received! by! Leticia! is! not! preceded! by! reciprocal!monetary!

provisions,!Simón!in!fact!used!to!contribute!to!the!wellMbeing!of!his!relatives!in!several!ways.!

In!the!past,!when!he!had!the!chance,!he!helped!with!paying!for!expensive!medicines!for!his!ill!

mother! and! the! education! of! two! of! his! nephews.! He! also! travelled! to! Ecuador!when! his!

mother!was!seriously! ill!and!spent!a!period!of!time!there!to!care!for!her.!The!support!that!

Simón!received!from!his!sisters!when!he!needed!it!underlines!his!family!membership,!even!

when!living!elsewhere!as!migrant.!!
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Notwithstanding!the!generosity!and!solidarity!Laura!expressed!toward!her!brother!and!

daughter!in!Europe,!a!tone!of!annoyance!was!perceptible!during!the!interview!as!well.!Indeed,!

she!did!not!seem!overly!enthusiastic!about!providing!financial!backing!to!her!adult!relatives!in!

Europe.!In!her!representation,!being!a!member!of!a!middleMclass!family,!the!economic!failure!

of!her!migrant!brother!seemed!hard! to!accept.! It! is!even!something!you!would! rather!not!

disclose!to!others,!such!as!to!the!wider!community!“back!home”!or!to!a!foreign!researcher.!

This!is!also!why!protective!practices!in!transnational!families!should!not!merely!be!idealized!

as!noble!and!responsible,!because!they!can!also!be!or!become!a!source!of!friction!between!

those!living!“here”!and!‘there”.!!

!
!
Like!Simón,!Laura!is!a!single!migrant,!without!any!family!ties!in!Spain.!I!met!her!while!attending!

events!of!the!Ecuadorian!community!in!Barcelona.!She!migrated!to!Barcelona!in!2006,!and!like!

many!other!women!from!her!country!she!worked! in!the!domestic!sector,!often! informally.!!

When!she!had!little!or!no!income,!she!shared!a!flat!with!other!people,!but!she!was!not!entitled!

to! unemployment! benefits,! due! to! reforms! of! the! domestic! labour! sector.154! However,! in!

contrast!to!Simón,!she!could!not!rely!on!financial!support!from!her!family!who!are!from!the!

same! town! in! Ecuador,! and! neither! could! she! support! her! parents! any! longer,! who! are!

peasants!living!in!Ambato:!
!

It’s!been!one!year!and!a!half!now!that!I!don’t!send![money!to!Ecuador]!…!Because!I!don’t!have!
money.!I!have!barely!enough!for!myself,!and!sometimes!I!even!have!no!money.!…!Now!she![her!
mother]!wants!to!send!me!money!for!the!travel!ticket…!to!return.!…!My!mother!said!to!me:!I’ll!

buy!it!for!you,!if!you!don't!have!any!money,!I’ll!do!it.!

Laura,!33,!lower!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!

Laura!would!burden!her!parents!by!asking!them!for!financial!support,!and!also!if!she!would!

make!the!extreme!decision!to!return!to!her!country,! if! things! in!Barcelona!will!continue!to!

worsen.!Her!case!shows!that!not!all!the!migrants!have!wealthy!families!in!Ecuador!who!can!

arrange!reverse!economic!remittances.!

!

A! TSP! arrangement! similar! to! that! of! Simón,! with! families! in! Ecuador! providing! financial!

support!to!a!migrated!relative!in!Spain,!occurred!in!12!out!of!a!total!of!21!cases!of!migrants!

relying!on!reverse!economic!flows!in!this!study.!In!4!out!of!9!cases!this!pertained!to!migrants!

who!recently!moved!to!Europe,!in!other!instances!the!migrants!affected!by!the!economic!crisis!

                                                
154!See!chapter!3.!
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were!living!a!settled!life!in!Spain!for!many!years!(5!cases!of!9),!which!is!also!reported!in!other!

studies!on!Ecuadorians!in!Spain!(Martín!2012;!Sanz!2013).!Most!cases!concern!Spain!(9!out!of!

the!12),!and!this!was!mainly!tied!to!the!2008!economic!crisis!(6!of!the!9!cases),!and!to!a!lesser!

extent!England!(3!of!the!12!cases),!involving!onward!migrants!who!moved!there!from!Spain.!!

As! this! study! shows,! financial! support! provided! by! migrants’! parents! was! mostly!

sustained!in!the!initial!period!of!migration!(3!of!the!9!cases),!as!is!also!reported!in!the!literature!

(see! for! example! Singh! and!Cabraal! 2013;!Merry! et! al.! 2019).!Other! family!members!who!

provided! such! support! included! siblings! (2! cases! of! 12)! and! partners! (1! case! of! 12).!Most!

families!who!can!afford!to!provide!financial!support!are!wellMoff.!

Financial! support! from! migrants’! relatives! in! Ecuador! does! not! necessarily! imply!

previous!financial!transfers!from!migrants!based!on!direct!reciprocity!ties.!This!contrasts!with!

the!“coMinsurance”! logics!assumed!by!NELM!(Lucas!and!Stark!1985;!AmuedoMDorantes!and!

Pozo!2006;!Batista!and!Umblijs!2016).!However,!support!from!migrants’!siblings!may!relate!to!

migrants’!past!involvements!in!ensuring!the!needs!of!other!extended!relatives!in!Ecuador!and!

may! imply!expectations!of!migrants’! future! reciprocation,! strengthening! transnational! ties.!

Different! types! of! family!members! involved! in! financial! support! to!migrants! imply! distinct!

types! of!moral! obligations! in! transnational! solidarity!mechanisms.! Because! these! kinds! of!

economic!flows!from!Ecuador!to!Europe!are!unusual!in!transnational!families,!they!sometimes!

entail!underlying!dissatisfactions.!As!occurs!for!conventional!economic!flows!from!migrants!to!

families!“back!home”,!they!are!likely!to!imply!relational!alterations!in!terms!of!power!(Yeoh!

et!al.!2013;!Martone!et!al.!2011).!!

!

5.3.1.2!Migrants'!Transnational!Needs!Ensured!in!Ecuador!
!

Reverse!economic!remittances!do!not!only!concern!crossMborder!money!transfers!from!

migrants’!country!of!origin!to!receiving!areas.! In! fact,!because!migrants!have!transnational!

needs,!they!may!also!have!financial!concerns!to!arrange!in!their!origin!countries.!I!came!into!

contact!with!Gloria!through!an!association!of!Ecuadorian!professors!in!Barcelona.!She!received!

me!in!her!flat!in!Cerdanyola,!a!town!on!the!Northern!outskirts!of!Barcelona,!where!she!was!

living!with!her!daughter,!who!worked!as!waitress!in!a!fast!food!restaurant.!Gloria!migrated!to!

Spain!in!2002!and!worked!in!cleaning!and!gardening!services.!But!for!more!than!one!year!she!

has!been!unemployed!and!looking!for!a!job:!
!
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I!am!desperate!to!find!work!to!be!able!to!have!contributions![to!social!security]!…!All!week!I!have!

been!going!to! [job]! interviews.!Because! finding!a! job! is! tied!to!having!contributions…!But! the!

problem!is!that!because!of!my!age!I!am!no!longer!...!it!is!more!difficult.!And!I!continue!every!week!

to!search!online.!…!because!before!it!was!much!easier!to!find!a!job,!to!be!quoted!and!you!really!

work!the!hours!you!had!to!work,!but!not!right!now.!The!job!prospects!are!very!bad.!

!

Gloria,!45,!lower!SES,!Cerdanyola,!2016!
!

Gloria,!who!in!Ecuador!was!a!teacher!in!a!private!school!that!she!owned!and!who!in!Spain!

completed!another!master,!is!also!getting!her!daughter!ready!to!start!university!studies,!but!

even!finding!an!unskilled!job!was!a!struggle.!She!also!tried!to!do!a!private!online!course!in!

physiotherapy,! but! this! proved! to! be! a! rather! shady! business! that! took! advantage! of! her,!

causing! her! lose! as!much! as! €3600,!which!was! a! huge! burden! on! her! and! her! daughter’s!

income!situation.!Moreover,!because!previously!she!worked! in!a!cleaning!company,!rather!

than!for!private!families,!she!was!not!entitled!to!unemployment!contributions,!while!in!the!

years!of!recession!the!entitlement!conditions!for!welfare!benefits!had!worsened!as!well:!
!

before!I!received!about!€800,!but!that!was!for!seven!months.!In!the!past,!before!Rajoy!modified!

this! law,! you! could! get! €800! [each! month]! for! two! years.! But! when! the! crisis! came,! Rajoy!

amended!the!law!and![now]!you!are!entitled!to!€800!for!seven!months,!but!after!that!the!amount!

is!almost!cut!in!half,!dropping!to!€420![monthly].!

Gloria,!45,!lower!SES,!Cerdanyola,!2016!
!

With! this!meagre! income,! she! could! less! support! her! family! in! Ecuador,! only! occasionally!

helping!her!parents!in!Manabí!to!pay!for!their!healthcare!(fortunately,!she!had!siblings!who!

could!also!support!them).!Gloria!found!herself!in!this!situation!after!years!spent!in!Spain,!and!

meanwhile!there!were!return!programmes!for!qualified!Ecuadorian!citizens155!Gloria!aspired!

to!take!the!related!exams!to!become!a!university!professor!in!Ecuador,!thus!having!there!a!

project!to!return!to!if!she!managed!to!find!a!job.!

For!this!project,!she!could!also!count!on!the!financial!and!organizational!support!of!her!

sister! in! Ecuador.! When! Gloria! left! her! country,! she! also! left! her! school! in! the! hands! of!

colleagues.!After!several!years!of!mismanagement,!however,!the!school!was!in!lots!of!debt,!

which!worried!Gloria.!Her!sister,!who!owns!a!bakery!enterprise!in!Manabí,!payed!off!Gloria's!

debt,!and!took!care!of!the!refurbishment!of!the!building,!creating!rental!lofts!for!students:!
!

When!I!went!there!and!saw!the!debt!of!$50,000,!I!said!I!will!not!be!able![to!pay!it],!it!will!be!my!

downfall!...!because!the!debts!were!in!my!name.!...!But!when!my!sister!called!me,!she!said!“look,!

I!contacted!a!person!who!will! refurbish! it!so!you!can!rent!the!premises,!and!you!will!have!six!

                                                
155!See!pp.!127!(chapter!3).!
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lofts”.!So!my!sister!asked!me!if!I!wanted!her!to!lend!money!to!me,!and!after!that!she!will!rent!

them!out!for!me,!and!I!will!pay!her![back]!with!the!money!from!the!rents.!

!
Gloria,!45,!lower!SES,!Cerdanyola,!2016!

!
Gloria’s!sister!assuaged!Gloria’s!fears,!solving!her!financial!problems!in!Manabí!and!gradually!

creating!an!income!source!for!her!sister!in!her!extended!resource!environment!“back!home”!

(Levitt!et!al.!2017).!Gloria!could!again!travel!to!her!origin!country!without!the!fear!of!being!

arrested! for!a!huge!debt.!Furthermore,!once!she!had!paid!back!the!debt! to!her!sister,! she!

could!transfer!money!from!her!country!of!origin,!as!other!compatriots!did,!if!at!least!she!were!

to! decide! to! stay! on! in! Spain.! Like! in! the! case! of! Simón’s! family,! as! described! above,! the!

solidarity!of!her!sister!in!Ecuador!also!responds!to!Gloria’s!past!involvement!in!ensuring!the!

wellMbeing!of! interrelated!kin,!as!a! reciprocity!extended! in! time!and!encompassing!diverse!

extended!family!members!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!

!

Families!in!Ecuador!provide!financial!support!for!a!broad!spectrum!of!migrants'!needs!

in!their!country!of!origin,!as!I!myself!witnessed!here!and!there! in!the!family!of!Hernán!(33,!

higher!SES,!Barcelona),!whose!contact!data!were!given!to!me!by!a!couple!working!at!a!private!

university!in!Quito.!Hernán!came!to!meet!me!from!Madrid,!staying!for!a!couple!of!days!in!the!

flat!where! I!was! living! in!Barcelona.!Unlike! the!majority!of! respondents! in!Europe,!Hernán!

migrated!to!Spain!recently,!to!do!his!master!and,!later!on,!a!PhD.!While!being!concentrated!

on! his! studies! in! Spain,! similarly! to! Gloria,! he! could! rely! on! his! relatives! in! Quito,! both!

financially,!using!his!parents'!Ecuadorian!credit!card!in!Madrid!to!cover!his!needs,!and!in!terms!

of!important!services!“back!home”.!His!parents,!both!of!them!professors!at!the!prestigious!

private!La!Católica!university!where!Hernán!studied!as!well,!received!me!in!their!elegant!house!

in! the! Ecuadorian! capital.! The! support! they! provided! their!migrant! son! was! linked! to! his!

mortgage!and!social!security!affiliation!in!Ecuador.156!They!let!me!see!the!documents!showing!

that!they!paid!his!monthly!rates,!and!also!handled!the!renting!of!his!property.!This!served!as!

a!financial!resource!for!him!in!the!present!while!also!securing!him!some!pension!income!in!

the!future.!

Gloria!and!Hernán!have!very!different!profiles,!but!their!cases!show!the!relevance!of!

the! intertwined! financial! and! organizational! support! of! families! in! Ecuador! for! their!

transnational!needs.!The!TSP!arrangements!entail!the!salience!of!the!domains!of!income!and!

                                                
156!See!page!128!(chapter!3).!
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housing.!The!reliance!on!financial!support!for!their!needs!in!Ecuador!enhances!migrants’!ties!

with!their!kin!in!the!origin!country,!with!even!a!greater!significance!for!migrants!hit!by!the!

recession,!with!affected!their!capacity!of!being!implied!in!TSP!“back!home”.!Even!if!money!

does!not!cross!the!border,!such!provision,!both!monetary!and!organizational,!is!relevant!for!

migrants'! social! protection! and! should! be! considered! as! remittance! for! migrants'! needs!

(Mazzucato!2011).!!

The!significance!of!financial!provisions!sustained!by!families!in!Ecuador!for!migrants’!

social!protection!needs!“back!home”!emerged!in!5!of!the!21!cases.!Diverse!types!of!relatives!

in!Ecuador!were!involved!in!these!provisions,!which!are!rather!continuous!in!time,!including!

siblings!(3!of!the!5!cases),!parents!(2!of!the!5!cases),!and!spouses!(1!of!the!5!cases).157!

As!in!the!case!of!crossMborder!money!flows,!financial!provisions!of!families!in!Ecuador!

for!migrants’! social! protection! needs! “back! home”!may! also! imply! expectations! of! future!

reciprocation!and!a!repositioning!in!terms!of!power!relations.!

!

5.3.2!Migrants’!Financial!Resources!“Back!Home”!Covering!
Their!Needs!in!Europe!
!
Another!TSP!arrangement!ensuring!the!situation!of!migrant!relatives!in!Europe!relates!to!the!

transfer!of!their!own!monetary!means!from!Ecuador,!an!issue!rarely!reported!in!the!literature!

(an!exception!is!(Mohapatra!and!Ratha!2010,!p.!307).!In!effect,!while!living!abroad!migrants!

may!have!available!and!accumulate!financial!resources!in!their!country!of!origin.!These!may!

derive!from!savings!accrued!before!(Singh!and!Gatina!2015)!or!after!migration!(De!Ratha!and!

Reza!2014),!of!from!businesses!(Smith!and!Mazzucato!2009)!or!property!investments!(Zapata!

2017).!Financial! resources!available!“back!home”!may!be!saved!as!a! form!of! insurance,!or!

shared!with!families!back!home,!partly!alleviating!pressures!to!remit.!But!as!this!study!shows,!

in! times! of! need! migrants! mobilize! financial! resources! from! Ecuador! to! Europe.! The!

implication!of!their!families!in!Ecuador!for!the!creation,!maintenance!and!transfer!of!this!type!

of!means!proves!fundamental.!The!following!sections!analyse!the!sources!of!these!reverse!

money!flows,!while!not!neglecting!the!implicit!relational!interplays.!
!

                                                
157!In!one!case,!presented!in!this!section!financial!support!in!Ecuador!is!received!both!by!a!parent!and!a!brother.!
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5.3.2.1!When!Properties!in!the!Origin!Country!Become!an!Insurance!
Used!in!Receiving!Countries!!
!

Before!emigrating!to!Spain!in!2001!due!to!the!crisis!in!his!origin!country,!Ramón158!(50,!

higher!SES,!Barcelona)!was!a!manager!of!an!international!car!company!in!Quito.!Before!the!

recession,!his! socioMeconomic! integration! in!Barcelona!was! rather! successful.!After! initially!

having!worked!for!the!same!company,!he!later!became!manager!of!his!own!campground!in!

Tarragona,!also!investing!in!a!property! in!the!Catalan!capital.!However,!after!the!economic!

crisis!which!motivated!his!migration!from!Ecuador,!another!similar!crisis!in!Spain!ruined!his!

investments,!forcing!his!two!sons!and!his!wife!(from!whom!he!later!separated)!to!return!to!

Quito,!while!he!tried!to!save!his!mortgaged!property!in!Spain.!As!he!now!also!had!to!take!care!

of!his!returned!nuclear! family! in!Ecuador,! this!was!a!challenge.!Embittered!he!told!me!the!

following!about!the!labour!situation!in!Spain:!
!

We!have!already!lived!through!two!crises,!an!Ecuadorian!one!and!...!we!have!been!hit!from!all!

sides;!we!have! lived! through!one! [crisis]! in!Ecuador!and!one!here.!And!we! learned! from!one,!

because!I!learned!from!it,!but!by!coming!here!and!seeing!that!again!we!are!beaten!financially!in!

this!way!…!It!has!been!hard.!Well,!after!two!years!I!found!this!job!being!selfWemployed!and!some!

other!things!that!I!have!been!able!to!do,!but!the!quality!of!work!was!poor.!I!mean,!it’s!difficult!…!

They!make!you!a!contract…!this!“work!service”
159
!...!it!means!that!you!have!to!work!tomorrow!if!

they!call!you!tomorrow,!but!it!also!means!that!they!can!call!you!another!day!and!tell!you!that!

there!is!no!work.!They!call!you!and!tell:!“don't!go!tomorrow”!and!that's!it,!and!you!don't!have!

any!kind!of!compensation,!protection,!that!is,!there's!absolutely!nothing.!…!Here!for!us!it!is!more!

difficult,!now,!at!the!immigrant!level.!I!do!realize!…!one!thing!that!others!do!not!dare!to!say,!and!

that!is!that!we!Latinos!are!sideWlined…!it!is!painful!at!work,!they!keep!their!distance.!They!rather!

prefer!a!lazy!Spaniard!they!put!up!as!head!or!manager!than!a!person!who!demonstrates!to!have!

a!good!work!ethic!…!and!if!you!are!a!Latino,!they!do!not!keep!you!…!I!am!not!one!of!those!who!

sit!with!arms!folded,!no,!no,!no…!I!am!of!those!who!think!that!life!must!be!fought!day!by!day!and!

apart!from!fighting,!if!you!have!an!added!value!to!things,!something!will!come!out!of!it.!What!is!

unfair!and!what!I!see!now!is!that!no!matter!how!hard!we!try,!things!are!not!rewarded,!no!matter!

the!effort.!Because!I!like!to!look!for!work,!and!I!am!looking!for!work!in!places!that!are!worthwhile,!

there!are!jobs!with!contracts!that!are!useless!and!I!think!that!in!that!way!we!don’t!have!to!serve!

anyone.!

Ramón,!50,!higher!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!
!

If!native!Spaniards!are!seriously!affected!by!the!consequences!of! the!recession!already,!as!

Ramón! tells,! for!other,!even! if! they!have!Spanish! citizenship,! labour! conditions!are!harder!

still.160!Although!he!could!live!off!unemployment!benefits!for!a!period,!this!was!unattractive!

                                                
158!On!his!story!see!also!page!239!(chapter!6).!
159!This!respondent!referred!to!this!type!of!contract!as!“obra!servicio”.!
160!See!also!page!139!(chapter!3).!
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to!him!and!he!invested!in!a!van,!working!as!a!selfMemployed!car!driver!for!Uber.!This!proved!

not!to!be!worth!it,!however,!as!it!came!with!a!heavy!tax!burden.!!

In!Quito!Ramón!owned! two!properties,! one!he!already!owned!before!migrating!and!

another!he!bought!during!the!time!when!he!still!made!some!money!in!Spain.!In!recent!years!

the!value!of!real!estate!in!Ecuador!has!significantly!increased,!particularly!in!the!capital,!and!

this!also!had!a!positive!effect!on!renting!rates.!This!money!initially!provided!a!source!of!income!

for!his!returned!family,!however!when!Ramón!found!himself!in!the!extreme!situation!of!not!

having!any!money!to!continue!to!pay!his!mortgage!in!Spain!and!cover!his!expenses,!he!was!

forced!to!transfer!this!money!from!Quito!to!Barcelona.!Because!transfer!of!money!through!

the! regular! banking! system! requires! one! to! pay! quite! a! fee,! he! preferred! to! arrange! it!

informally,!having!substantial!amounts!of!money!moved!by!his!father!and!friends!when!they!

visited!him!in!Spain.!However,!this!TSP!rearrangement!was!not!really!a!relief!to!Ramón:!!
!

I!found!it!quite!difficult!to!take!the!rents!from!there!to!pay!for!my!life!here.!Money!now!comes!

from!there!to!help!me!here!...!This!year!my!father!will!bring!me!$6000,!of!the!almost!two!years!

of!rent,!for!my!needs.!I!could!do!these!investments!when!I!was!doing!well!economically.!And!I!

also!have!some!money!there!in!Ecuador.!

Ramón,!50,!higher!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!
!

Ramón!felt!frustrated!and!guilty!about!using!this!financial!security!he!set!aside!in!his!origin!

country,!also!because!it!deprived!his!returned!family!from!this!income.!Despite!his!struggle!to!

save! the!mortgaged! property! in! Spain,! also! through! legal! assistance! from! the! Ecuadorian!

consulate,!he!later!lost!this!property!after!all,!thus!“burning”!this!money!source.!

In!effect,! if!migrants!do!not!have! to!deal!with!an!extreme!situation!such!as! that!of!

Ramón,!they!do!not!transfer!their!financial!means!to!Europe!and,!if!possible,!increase!their!

assets!in!Ecuador.!This!was!the!case!for!Mariana!(49,!higher!SES,!Barcelona),!who!was!living!in!

Barcelona!with!her!nuclear! family!and!managed!a! travel!agency!renowned!among!Latinos.!

Thanks! to! the! income! derived! from! the! renting! of! one! of! her! properties! in! Ecuador,! she!

financed! another! property.! She! intends! to! follow! the! same! approach! by! buying! other!

properties!“back!home”.!She!explained!that!in!Ecuador!she!was!also!opening!another!travel!

agency.!This!was!motivated!by! the! fact! that! in! the! last!period! travel! tickets! from!Spain! to!

Ecuador,!including!migrants’!definitive!returns!to!their!origin!country!due!to!the!crisis!in!Spain,!

were!more! often! paid! by! their! families! in! Ecuador.! Also,! one! of! her! sons,!who! studied! in!

Denmark!and!Australia,!returned!to!live!in!Ecuador,!where!he!found!work!as!an!engineer,!a!
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job!he!really!wanted!rather!than!one!merely!to!pay!the!bills,!as!was!the!case!for!most!of!his!

compatriots!in!this!study.!

!

On! the! other! side,! in! Ecuador,! I! witnessed! that! migrants’! families! are! importantly!

implicated!in!other!organizational!tasks!involving!migrants’!properties,!as!I!could!observe!in!

Quito!in!a!middleMclass!family!who!rented!me!a!room!through!Airbnb!in!the!La!Floresta!inner!

city!area.!Every!Saturday,!Livia!and!her!spouse,!both!in!their!sixties,!had!Skype!contact!with!

their! thirtyMyearMold! son! recently!migrated! from!Quito! to!Sweden,!where!he! lived!with!his!

Swedish!partner!and!recently!became!father.!In!Quito!their!migrant!son!completed!his!studies!

in!ecoMtourism!at!a!private!university!and!he!had!a!good!job!position!working!in!this!sector.!

However,!as!often!happens!to!migrants!abroad,!in!Sweden!it!was!hard!for!him!to!find!a!decent!

job,!and!for!this!reason!together!with!his!partner!they!decided!that!he!would!stay!at!home!for!

a!period!caring!for!their!baby!and!his!Swedish!partner!would!have!an!incomeMgenerating!job.!

Their!son’s!labour!inactivity!in!the!Scandinavian!country!worried!Livia!and!her!spouse,!who!

worked,! respectively,! for! a! US! company! in! ecological! jewellery! design! and! in! agricultural!

engineering.!!

During! the! video! calls,! apart! from! the! euphoric! virtual! interactions! with! their!

granddaughter! and!her!parents,! Livia! and!her! spouse!weekly!updated! their! son!about! the!

management!of!his!mortgaged!property!as!well.!She!explained!to!me!that!her!son!owned!two!

flats!in!the!centre!of!Quito,!one!of!them!being!a!mini!luxury!apartment!for!temporal!stays!for!

tourists!and!business!people.!Besides!her!partMtime!job,!then,!she!handled!the!various!tasks!

involved,! such! as! the!management! of! communication!with! the! lodgers,! its! cleaning,! rents!

administration!and!her!son’s!mortgage!payments.!She!periodically!sent!the!rental!income!to!

her!son,!which!he!used!paying!bills!in!Sweden.!Although!in!this!Scandinavian!country!he!did!

not!face!any!unfavourable!contextual!circumstances,!unlike!migrants!in!Spain,!it!was!still!quite!

welcome!for!him!to!be!able!to!rely!on!this!money!from!the!Andean!country.!Because!of!the!

greater!economic!gap!between!Sweden!and!Ecuador,!however,!the!value!it!represented!was!

much!lower!than!for!the!same!kind!of!flow!to!Spain.!

It! is! clear,!however,! that!not!all! families!have! the! financial!means! to!organize! this! type!of!

arrangement.! It! is! only! possible! for!wealthy! families! in! Ecuador,!while! a! family! of!modest!
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means,!would!hardly!be!able!to!secure!her!financial!situation!in!Spain!through!money!flows!

from!“back!home”.161!

!

Figure!n.!31.!Livingroom!of!Livia’s!family!house,! in!the!La!Floresta!neighbourhood,!

Quito!

!
!
Source:!Polina!Palash,!Quito,!2016!

!

Figure!n.!32.!House!of!a!humble!family!in!Milagro!

!
!
Source:!Polina!Palash,!Milagro,!2016!

                                                
161!See!for!example!Rosa’s!story!at!page!169!(chapter!4).!
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!
!
In! this! study,! in! 5! out! of! the! 21! cases,! migrants! rely! on! the! income! derived! from! their!

properties!in!Ecuador!to!pay!for!their!needs!in!various!European!countries,!including!Spain!(3),!

England!(2),!Germany!(1)!and!Sweden!(1).!Among!them,!only!two!migrants!transferred!money!

from!Ecuador!due!to!the!recession,!while!other!migrants!did!so!independently!of!it,!using!such!

extra!means!to!pay!for!diverse!needs.!As!discussed,!the!derived!income!tends!to!be!brought!

informally!to!Europe!in!substantial!amounts,!by!migrants!or!their!relatives,!due!to!high!banking!

fees.!

The!price!of!the!rented!real!estate!owned!by!migrants!in!Ecuador,!often!comprising!

several!apartments,!ranges!from!about!$120!to!more!than!$600!monthly!for!one!apartment,!

which!in!postMcrisis!Spain!corresponds!to!or!sometimes!even!exceeds!a!current!salary.!Diverse!

types!of!migrants’! relatives! such!as! siblings,!parents,!nephews!and!other!extended!kin!are!

implied!in!the!diverse!tasks!linked!to!their!properties,!like!construction,!refurbishing,!payment!

of!mortgages! and! related! administration,! rental! management! and! transfer! of! the! rent! to!

migrants.!Thus,! families!“back!home”!are!fundamental! in!the!creation!and!maintenance!of!

migrants’!extended!resource!environment!(Levitt!et!al.!2017;!Mazzucato!2009)!in!the!origin!

areas.!The!money! thus!generated! is! also!used!by! families! in!Ecuador! for! their!own!needs,!

depending!on!the!fluctuating!economic!circumstances!here!and!there.!Actors!rely!on!this!kind!

of!TSP!arrangement!does!not!imply!risky!consequences!for!the!basic!income!and!vital!needs!

of! families! in! Ecuador;! in! fact,! many! of! the! families! “back! home”! featured! in! this! study!

generally!appear!to!be!doing!well!from!a!socioMeconomic!angle.!

This!unexpected!financial!source!in!the!origin!contexts!is!linked!to!specific!contextual!

circumstances!in!Ecuador.!In!fact,!in!the!last!years,!particularly!from!2007,!the!Ecuadorian!real!

estate! market! has! experienced! significant! growth,! which! has! even! led! the! Ecuadorian!

government! to!adopt! the! soMcalled!Surplus!Law,!which!was! recently!derogated!because!of!

criticism!by!property!owners.!!

This!coincided! in!Spain!with!the!real!estate!crisis.162! In!fact,!the!dynamics!of!money!

flows! originating! from! migrants’! properties! in! Ecuador! seems! to! involve! a! much! larger!

phenomenon.!During!his!visit!to!Madrid!in!2012,!Francisco!Hago,!the!Ecuadorian!Minister!of!

the! National! Secretariat! of! Migrants! (SENAMI),! highlighted! such! trend.! In! his! speech,! he!

                                                
162!On!the!growth!of!property!value!in!Ecuador!see!page!133,!on!the!estate!crisis!in!Spain!see!page!143!(chapter!
3).!
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pointed!to!migrants!withdrawing!savings!and!selling!their!properties!in!Ecuador!in!order!to!

afford!current!expenses!in!Spain,!such!as!rent,!mortgages!and!even!food!items.!Such!trend!has!

been!reported!by!various!media!as!well.163!!

This! underscores! that! reverse! economic! flows! are! an! outcome! of! these! structural!

circumstances!and!unexpected!economic!fluctuations!in!the!origin!and!destination!countries,!

producing! readjustments! of! TSP! arrangements.! Families! adapt! to! these! circumstances,!

managing!the!resources!and!constraints,!involving!a!tricky!game!of!investments!done!here!or!

there!which!may!turn!out!to!be!either!an!insurance!or!a!failure.164!!

!

In! the! context! of! migrationMdevelopment! nexus! period,! until! the! global! recession,!

migrants’! investments! in! properties! in! the! sending! contexts! have! been! discredited! by!

developmental!discourses!as!“not!productive”,!supposedly!not!leading!to!economic!growth!in!

the! origin! areas.! De! Haas! (2006)! and! Mahler! (2010)! rightly! demystify! these! paternalistic!

assumptions!drawing!on!narrow!definitions!of!“productive!use”!of!migrants’!investments.!As!

Mahler!(2000,!p.!31)!remarks,!only!money!transfers!invested!in!business!ventures!or!placed!in!

savings!accounts!where!the!capital!can!be!invested!by!the!banking!system!are!supposed!to!

represent!a!productive!use.!However,!as!established!by!this!study!and!other!existing!evidence!

(e.g.!AmuedoMDorantes!and!Pozo!2006),!economic!transfers!from!receiving!to!origin!countries!

are! mostly! aimed! to! address! social! protection! needs! of! migrants’! families.! In! this! sense,!

investing!in!properties!“back!home”!contributes!to!the!quality!of!housing!and!the!income!of!

families!through!generating!work!and!earnings!from!rental!properties!(De!Haas!2006;!MataM

Codesal! 2014;! Smith!and!Mazzucato!2009;! Zapata,! 2017;!Osili! 2004)165,! thus! serving!as! an!

impetus! for! the! local! economy.!Moreover,! these! investments! represent! a! form! of! “social!

security”!for!migrants’!return!(MataMCodesal!2014).!

Findings!of!this!study!show!that!money!generated!through!the!properties!of!migrants!

in!their!country!of!origin,!meant!to!provide!them!with!income!in!old!age,!turned!out!to!be!

deployed!to!cover! living!expenses! in! their!present! life.!This! interestingly!diverges! from!the!

usual!strategies! reported! in!other!studies,!with!migrants! investing! in!houses! in! their!origin!

countries!as!a!TSP!practice!in!order!to!provide!for!their!families!or!themselves!in!the!event!

                                                
163!See!the!related!webpages!at!page!205.!
164!See!also!chapter!6.!
165!Zapata!(2017,!p.!165!)!points!out!a!similar!“unintended!economic!outcome”!with!respect!to!the!properties!of!
Colombian!migrants!living!in!London,!and!rented!in!Colombia,!which!provides!an!income!to!notMmigrant!family!
members.!
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they!will!return!at!one!point.!It!is!clear!that!after!a!decade!of!economic!boom!in!the!receiving!

contexts!and!development!discourse!euphoria!things!had!changed.!In!a!context!of!reverse!and!

unexpected!destabilizations,! families,!more! than!being!concerned!with!developmental!and!

productivity!discourses,!had!to!start!thinking!carefully!about!how!to!manage!resources!as!part!

of!their!TSP!space!aimed!at!securing!the!interests!of!their!dispersed!family!members!in!line!

with!their!emerging!needs.!

!

5.3.2.2!Other!Sources!of!Financial!Means!from!Ecuador!Securing!
Migrants!in!Europe!!!
!

Apart!from!money!originating!from!their!properties,!to!a!lesser!extent!also!other!types!

of!resources!secure!migrants’!needs!in!Europe.!Since!his!migration!to!Spain!in!1999,!Antonio!

(62,!higher!SES,!Barcelona!and!Guayaquil)!who!in!Guayaquil!was!a!sergeant!and!in!Barcelona!

held!similar!kinds!of!militaryMrelated!jobs,!was!entitled!to!a!monthly!$700!retirement!pension!

in!Ecuador.!I!first!met!this!respondent!through!an!association!of!Ecuadorians!in!Barcelona,!and!

subsequently!we!met!more!often,!both!in!Barcelona!and!later!in!Guayaquil,!after!he!decided!

to!return!in!2016,!after!having!spent!seventeen!years!in!Spain.!He!took!this!decision!because!

in!Ecuador,!in!contrast!to!his!situation!in!Spain,!he!had!income!security!as!well!as!a!property!

which!he!purchased!during!his!years!abroad.!Unlike!other!respondents!he!had!had!the!luck!in!

Spain!of!having!accrued!many!years!of!contributions!in!both!Ecuador!and!Spain!because!his!

employment!was!part!of!the!formal!labour!market,!but!he!still!fell!a!few!years!short!to!receive!

the! Spanish! pension.! Since! his! migration! Antonio! shared! this! money! with! diverse! family!

members!such!as!his!daughter!and!nephews,!his!exMwife!and!parents.!Before!returning!to!his!

origin! country,! however,! his! stable! Ecuadorian! pension! sustained! him! during! the! years! of!

recession,!also!because!at!his!age!it!was!hard!to!find!new!employment.!

The! case! of!Martha! (46,! higher! SES,! London)! is! also! relevant! here.166! She! had! the!

chance!to!rely!on!a!similar!TSP!arrangement.!This!woman,!introduced!to!me!in!London!through!

other! respondents,!worked! as! a! lawyer! in! Quito,! and! both! in! Spain! and!more! recently! in!

England! she! was! employed! in! domestic! services! catering! to! wealthy! families.! Since! her!

migration!she!drew!her!income!from!her!widow!pension!as!well!as!child!benefits!(which!she!

received!until!the!children!living!with!her!in!Spain!reached!adulthood),!amounting!to!some!

$500!a!month.!Moreover,! she!was!also!saving!money!derived! from!her! rented!property! in!

                                                
166!On!her!story!see!also!page!241!(chapter!6).!
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Quito.!Like!Antonio!(see!above),!Martha!shared!this!money!with!her!family!in!Ecuador.!But!in!

the!past!she!also!transferred!this!money!from!Quito!to!Madrid,!where!her!children!were!living,!

while,!more!recently,!she!also!used!it!in!London.!Her!future!project!was!to!sell!her!house!in!

Quito!and!use!the!money!to!invest!in!a!property!in!Spain,!where!her!children!and!nephews!

were!still!living.!

Like! other! respondents,!Martha!preferred! to! transfer! this!money! informally,! yearly!

bringing!in!about!$2000M$3000,!rather!than!through!bank!transfers,!due!to!the!high!cost.!As!

she!told:!“All!the!people!who!invested![in!Ecuador]!are!withdrawing!money,!but!they!cannot!

bring!it!to!Europe!because!they!are!charged!10%!commission!by!banks”,!also!mentioning!that!

it!was!forbidden!to!withdraw!from!bank!accounts!more!than!$1000.!!

!

Another! peculiar! source! of! money! transferred! from! Ecuador! to! Europe! relates! to!

money!derived!from!temporal!working!periods!spent! in!Ecuador,!as!arranged!by!Silvia!(47,!

higher!SES,!Barcelona),!in!times!of!recession!in!Spain.!I!got!into!contact!with!her!through!an!

association!of!Ecuadorians!in!Barcelona.!Silvia!studied!business!administration!in!Manabí,!and!

migrated!to!Spain!with!her!two!children!in!2001.!Before!her!husband,!who!was!a!construction!

worker,! became! unemployed! in! the! recession,! he!was! the!main! breadwinner,!while! Silvia!

occasionally!worked!in!the!domestic!sector,!apart!from!being!a!housewife.!However,!when!

their! income! dropped,! she! took! advantage! of! better! opportunities! in! her! origin! country,!

finding!a! clerical! job! there!and! signing!a! twoMyear! contract.!Moving!back!on!her!own,! she!

generated!a!new!situation!for!her!transnational!family,!as!her!husband!and!the!kids!stayed!

abroad.167! I!had!the!chance!to! interview!her!while!she!was!spending!her!holidays!with!her!

family!in!Barcelona.!!

From!Manabí,!Silvia!monthly!sent!to!her!family!in!Spain!about!half!of!her!$900!salary,!

and!sometimes!the!rent!of!a!property!she!owned!“back!home”.!Meanwhile,!in!Ecuador,!she!

also! engaged! in! investing! in! the! construction! of! another! property,! helped! financially! and!

organizationally! by! her! brother! and! father.! Her! relatives! in! Ecuador! were! implied! in! this!

backing! without! having! previously! received! any!money! transfers! from! Europe,! since! they!

managed!their!own!business!and!were!not!in!need.!Because!her!children!“have!their!roots!in!

Spain”,!also!Silvia,!like!Martha!above,!intended!to!sell!this!new!house!in!Manabí!and!transfer!

                                                
167!As!also!occurs! in!other! families,! this! family! is! an!example!of! the! complexity!of!dynamic! configurations!of!
Ecuadorian!transnational! families,!which!may!be!ambivalent! in!terms!of!categories!of!“migrants”!and!“family!
members!in!the!origin!country”.!See!page!55!(chapter!1).!
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this!money!to!Barcelona,!where!her!family!intended!to!continue!to!live.!The!TSP!arrangement!

of!Silvia’s!family!is!unique!and!even!more!reflects!a!practice!reverse!to!usual!arrangements!in!

transnational!families:!instead!of!spending!periods!abroad!to!generate!income!for!families!in!

the!origin!context,!she!spent!periods!working!in!her!origin!country!to!ensure!the!situation!of!

her!family!coping!with!the!crisis!in!Spain.!!

In!spite!of!the!difficulties!associated!with!physical!separation,!distance!and!the!costs!

related!to!her!travel!between!the!two!countries,!Silvia!felt!proud!of!her!professional!success!

and!the!upward!mobility!she!achieved!in!her!origin!country.!Certainly,!the!help!received!from!

her!family!was!fundamental!for!such!arrangement.!However,!some!tension!was!perceptible!

between!Silvia!and!her!spouse!during!the!interview,!in!particular!while!she!was!telling:!“Now!

my! husband! is! unemployed! …! He! takes! care! of! the! house! and! the! children”.! The! pride!

emanating!from!her!face!contrasted!with!the!acquiescence!and!restraint!of!her!husband,!who!

seemed!to!be!embarrassed!by!the!fact!that!now!it!was!his!wife!to!be!the!family!breadwinner,!

also!thanks!to!the!resources!of!her!family.!In!effect,!this!implied!a!new!balance!of!power!within!

this!transnational!family.!

!

! !
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5.4!Conclusion!
!

This! chapter!has!depicted! the!means!and! support! that!migrants!mobilize! from!Ecuador! to!

ensure!their!transnational!needs,!an! issue!often!neglected! in!the!migration! literature.!As! it!

shows,!families!in!Ecuador!are!strongly!implicated!in!providing!different!forms!of!backing!to!

migrants,! including! services! and! financial! and!moral! support.!Migration! research! tends! to!

conceptualize!migrants!as!providers!of!social!protection!for!families!in!the!country!of!origin,!

however!migrants! themselves!also!have!social!protection!needs,!and!for! this!purpose!they!

may!rely!on!their!transnational!resource!environment!in!their!origin!country!(Levitt!et!al.!2017;!

Mazzucato! 2009;! 2011).! This! is! even! more! important! in! the! context! of! constraining!

circumstances!tied!to!recessions!and!cutbacks!on!welfare!expenditures.!!

The!argument!in!this!chapter!contributes!to!the!literature!on!transnational!families,!

remittances!and!TSP! in!at! least! three! respects.!First,! literature!on!support! in! transnational!

families!mainly!focuses!on!the!care!of!children!“left!behind”!and!moral!support!provided!by!

families!in!the!origin!contexts!to!migrants!(see!for!example!Herrera!2013;!Dankyi!et!al.!2017).!

Although!this!was!important!in!the!past,!this!chapter!shows!that!in!the!more!recent!period!

such!care!mainly! concerns! their!now!elderly!parents.!Moreover,!provisions! from!migrants’!

family!members!“back!home”!are!not!limited!to!the!care!of!dependents,!but!imply!different!

ways!of!addressing!migrants’!transnational!needs.!This!encompasses!other!services,!like!those!

involving!migrants’!properties,!which!represents!a!key!social!protection!area!for!migrants!in!

this! study,! as! well! as! the! management! of! migrants’! paperwork! and! bureaucratic! issues.!

Moreover,!backing!from!their!relatives!sometimes!includes!material!support!as!well,! in!the!

form!of!shipping!medicines,!remedies!and!other!goods.!

However,! the! main! finding! of! this! chapter! is! that! the! provisions! from! families! in!

Ecuador!also!include!financial!support!for!migrants’!needs!here!or!there.!This!does!not!relate!

to! activities! pertaining! to! the! actual!migration!or! recently! established!migrants! (economic!

migrants!or!middleMclass!international!students)!(Singh!and!Cabraal!2013).!Instead,!this!kind!

of!support!tends!to!be!geared!primarily!to!longMsettled!economic!migrants!in!Europe!affected!

by!the!recession,!who!receive!economic!help!from!extended!family!members,!if!their!socioM

economic! status! allows! this! TSP! arrangement.!Moreover,! apart! from! securing!migrants! in!

Europe! financially,!members! of! the! extended! family! in! Ecuador! cover!migrants’! economic!

concerns! in! their!origin!country! through!organizational! involvements.!This! includes!diverse!
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aspects! linked! to!migrants'! social!protection,! such!as! financing! their! real! estate!properties!

(mortgage!rates!or!construction),!their!social!security!affiliation!and!repayments!of!their!debts!

in!the!origin!country.!Even!if!money!does!not!cross!the!border,!such!provision!deserves!to!be!

considered!as!remittance!(Mazzucato,!2011).!!

Financial! transfers! from! families! in! Ecuador! do! not! correspond! to! migrants’!

premeditated! strategy! of! selfMinsurance! assumed! by! new! economics! of! labour! migration!

models!(AmuedoMDorantes!and!Pozo!2006;!Batista!and!Umblijs,!2016;!Lucas!and!Stark,!1985).!

In!contrast!to!these!theories,!reverse!financial!remittances!do!not!imply!mere!economic!logic!

and! direct! reciprocity.! In! fact,! they! are! not! necessarily! sustained! by! the! type! of! family!

members!and!households!who!previously!received!economic!remittances!from!migrants!but!

encompass!generalized!reciprocity!mechanisms!of!diverse!interrelated!family!members!and!

households!(see!also!Baldassar!and!Merla!2014;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!This!shows!that!

household! as! a! unit! of! analysis! is! limited! for! understanding! resource! allocations! in!

transnational! families.! These! transfers! are! influenced! by! moral! obligations! and! affective!

dimensions.!

Furthermore,! provisions! from! families! “back! home”! are! linked! not! only! to! moral!

obligations!by!parents!to!provide!for!their!(mostly!adult)!children!abroad,!but!also!to!solidarity!

between!siblings,!fostered!by!migrants’!past!involvements!to!ease!the!life!of!their!parents!or!

other!relatives.!In!such!a!social!protection!mechanism,!extended!family!members!bound!by!

collective! interests! and! responsibilities! are! implicated! in! intergenerational! protective!

commitments,!pursuing!mutual!family!welfare!over!large!distances!and!timeframes!(see!also!

Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!Reciprocal!involvements!of!families!in!Ecuador!mirror!the!reverse!

capacities!and!related!adjustments!between!here!and!there,!linked!to!the!life!course!progress!

of! evolving! family! needs! and! to! changing! contextual! circumstances! (Baldassar! and!Merla!

2014).!Such!mechanisms!are!embedded!in!circular!flows!of!support,!implying!reversibility!of!

provisions!over!time.!These!are!shaped!by!the!type!of!family!members,!with!different!types!of!

moral!obligations!in!transnational!solidarity!mechanisms.!(The!next!chapter!will!address!how!

TSP!reciprocity!systems!work!across!several!countries.)!

The!multiform!reverse!remittances!sustained!by!families!in!Ecuador!(Mazzucato!2011)!

also!mirror!their!moral!recognition!of!past!migrants’!commitments!in!ensuring!family!needs!

and!their!fostering!of!family!bonds!as!belonging!in!time.!This!can!play!a!role!in!expectations!

with! respect! to! migrants’! future! reciprocation,! encouraging! future! circular! involvements,!
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which!frequently!causes!transnational!family!ties!to!persist!over!large!distances!and!periods!

of! time.!The!alternation!of!crossMborder! reciprocity!mechanisms! in! the! transnational! social!

protection!space168!encompasses!extended!temporalities!of!past,!present!and!possible!future!

provisions.!!

The! readjustments! linked! to! reversed! capacities! between!migrants! and! families! in!

Ecuador!imply!a!relational!reconfiguration!of!interMpersonal!balances!in!terms!of!positionality,!

dependency!and!power.!This!has!been!mainly!addressed!with!respect!to!“classic”!money!flows!

from! receiving! to! origin! countries! (Yeoh! et! al.! 2013;!Martone! et! al.! 2011).! Observing! the!

thinner!dimension!of!emotional!interplays,!these!reflect!that!reverse!economic!remittances!

sometimes!generate!frustration!and!discomfort!in!transnational!families.!This!could!be!linked!

to!the!fact!that!they!challenge!the!usual!direction!of!resource!flows,!anchored!in!social!and!

cultural! representations! of! migrants! as! main! breadwinners! in! transnational! families! and!

pressures!linked!to!their!success!abroad.!!

All! these! aspects! inquired! through! ethnographic! methods! show! the! limits! of!

individualist!rational!assumptions,!which!do!not!consider!the!complexity!of!social!ties.!In!fact,!

these!provide!a!partial!view!on!social!groups!characterized!by!a!collective!sense!of!mutual!

welfare! responsibilities,! and! implying! solidarity,! affective! ties! and! emotional! interplays!

affecting!TSP!provisions!and!arrangements.!

!

Secondly,! money! transfers! from! Ecuador! also! relate! to!migrants’! own! financial! resources!

mobilized! to! ensure! their! needs! in! Europe.! These! mainly! derive! from! migrants’! rented!

properties,!which!recently!gained!value!due!to!the!specific!circumstance!of!substantial!growth!

of! the! property! market.169! This! reverse! arrangement! contrasts! with! migrants’! classic! TSP!

arrangements!of!“remittance!houses”!in!origin!countries!intended!for!a!future!return!(MataM

Codesal!2014;!Lopez!2010;!De!Haas!2006).!To!a!lesser!extent,!reverse!money!flows!moved!to!

Europe! also! include! other!migrants’! financial! resources,! such! as!welfare! entitlements! and!

temporary!employment!in!Ecuador.!!

Because! there! is! terminological! ambiguity! on! economic! transactions! from!origin! to!

destination! in! the! literature,! drawing! on! Mazzucato’s! (2009;! 2011)! concept! of! “reverse!

remittances”,! I! move! forward! and! distinguish! these! specific! “reverse! economic! flows”,!

                                                
168!On!this!concept!see!page!63!(chapter!1).!
169!See!page!133!(chapter!3).!
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including! both! reverse! economic! remittances! from! migrants'! families! and! migrants'! own!

financial!means!transferred!from!their!origin!countries!(Palash!and!BabyMCollin!2018,!p.!3,!7).!

This!elaboration!represents!a!contribution!to!the!literature!on!transnational!families,!TSP!and!

remittances.!Also,!for!this!type!of!flows!the!organizational!involvement!of!migrants’!families!

in!Ecuador!is!essential!for!the!generation!and!sustenance!of!these!financial!resources!and!their!

transfer! to! Europe.! As! also! shown! in! the! previous! chapter,! migrants! often! reciprocate!

provisions! from!back!home,!sharing!with! their! families! their! financial! resources! in!Ecuador!

according!to!their!needs!here!or!there.!

While!scholars!seem!to!have!concentrated!on!money!transfers!from!North!to!South,!

financial! flows! from! migrants’! origin! countries! ensuring! their! needs! have! been! scarcely!

observed.!After!a!"remittances!euphoria"!(De!Haas!2005)!in!the!research!on!migration,!we!are!

rather!assisting!to!an!attenuation!of!attention!in!research!on!economic!remittances!(Carling!

2014,!p.!219).!Although!there!is!an!unquestionable!divide!in!terms!of!economic!and!material!

means,!as!well!as!in!the!access!to!mobility,!between!North!and!South,!such!asymmetry!does!

not!imply!a!unidirectional!allocation!of!resources!in!transnational!families.!Migration!studies!

neglect!reverse!economic!flows!because!observation!of!resource!transfers!is!predominantly!

oneMway,!linked!to!a!North!to!South!neoliberal!migrationMdevelopment!nexus!framing,!which!

reflects! a! methodological! disregard! of! other! directionalities! of! flows! (De! Haas! 2010;!

Mazzucato!2009,!2011).!Such!a!biased!perspective!only!partially!considers!the!complexity!of!

resource! circulations! in! transnational! families,! and! the! oversight! of! such! counterMflows!

represents! one! of! the! myths! of! migration! (Acosta! and! Wiesbrock! 2015).! Changing! the!

directionality!of!observation!of!resource!flows!in!transnational!families!has!provided!a!more!

complex!picture!of! their! TSP!arrangements.!Considering! that! these!money! flows!are!more!

often!transferred!through!informal!channels—as!suggested!by!the!ethnographic!data—and!

the!transformations!of!world!economic!balances,!these!counterMflows!may!be!more!significant!

in!TSP!arrangements.!

!

Thirdly,!reverse!economic!flows!proved!crucial!for!migrants!facing!the!constraints!of!

recession!in!Europe,!in!particular!in!Spain.!Although!many!of!them!are!naturalized!dual!Spanish!

citizens,!which! represents! the!best! condition! to!be!ensured! through!welfare!entitlements,!

findings!of!this!study!show!that!formal!access!to!welfare!is!not!enough!to!be!covered!against!

risks!linked!to!the!recession.!This!is!connected!to!the!labour!precariousness,!and!the!flexibility!
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particularly!worsened!since!the!economic!crisis!and!a!weak!welfare!coverage!due!to!cutbacks!

in! welfare! and! postMcrisis! reforms.! As! revealed! by! findings! presented! in! this! chapter,! this!

affects!migrants!employed!in!lowMskilled!jobs!such!as!the!domestic!sector!(mainly!women),!

who!are!excluded!from!receiving!unemployment!benefits!and!face!labour!informality.!It!also!

affects!migrants!employed!in!highly!skilled!jobs!through!flexible!“garbage!contracts”,!who!are!

excluded!from!participation!in!the!social!security!system!(Guamán!and!Illueca!2012;!ILO!2016).!

The!fact!that!migrants!rely!on!reverse!economic!flows!from!Ecuador!ensuring!their!situation!

in!Europe!sharply!contrasts!with!the!framing!in!media!and!political!debates!of!migrants!as!a!

burden!to!receiving!welfare!systems,!a!logic!apparently!popular!in!the!postMrecession!years!

(Fernandes! 2016).! This! shows! that! even! when! access! to! welfare! entitlement! is! formally!

available!but!de!facto!limited,!their!transnational!family!and!extended!resource!environment!

acts! as! a! fundamental! social! protection! provider.! This! picture! differs! from! traditional!

mechanisms! of! social! protection! from! below,! since! it! implies! more! complex! crossMborder!

organizational!mechanisms.!As!such!the!research!presented!here!provides!a!contribution!to!

the!emerging!literature!on!migrants’!TSP.!

!
! !
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CHAPTER!6!

!ORGANIZING!SOCIAL!PROTECTION!ACROSS!
SEVERAL!COUNTRIES170!

!
! !

                                                
170!Part!of!this!chapter!has!been!accepted!with!minor!revisions!for!publication!as:!Palash,!P.,!&!BabyMCollin,!V.!
(Forthcoming! 2020),! "Puzzling! Social! Protection! Across! Several! Countries:! Opportunistic! Strategy! or! Risky!
Compensation?",!In!Ryndik!O.,!Suter!B.,!Odden!G.:!"Migration!to!and!from!Welfare!States:!Lived!experiences!of!
the!welfareMmigration!nexus!in!a!globalised!world",!IMISCOE!Book!Series,!Springer.!
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6.1!Introduction!
!

The!previous!empirical!chapters!have!shown!that!the!mobility!of!resources!and!people!

linked! to! TSP! arrangements! is! not! unidirectional! but! entails! more! complex! and! circular!

patterns.!In!the!last!several!years!we!have!in!fact!been!witnessing!an!increasing!complexity!of!

transnational! mobility! and! connections,! with! human! mobility! not! limited! to! bipolar!

movements!between!origin!and!destination!countries.!As!established!by!research,!migration!

flows!entail!increasingly!complex,!fluid!and!circular!patterns!(Arab!2003;!Skeldon!2012),!with!

onward!and!multiple!moves!(Toma,!Castagnone,!and!Richou!2015),!as!well!as!their!reversibility!

(Moreno! and!Álvarez! 2017).! ! The! global! 2008! recession! produced! some! of! these!mobility!

reconfigurations!(Mas!2016;!Ramos!2018a,!b;!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016),!causing!different!

members!of!transnational!families!to!become!scattered!across!more!than!two!countries.!Such!

dynamics! entail! readjustments! and!more! complex! TSP! ties! in! a!wider! transnational! social!

protection! space.171! This! is! hardly! surprising! in! the! era! of! increasing! mobility! and!

transnationalization,! which! inevitably! involves! a! redefinition! of! social! and! territorial! ties!

(Cortes! and! Faret! 2009;! Cortes! and! Pesche! 2013).!While! there! is! a! burgeoning! interest! in!

research!on!TSP!arrangements!organized!in!a!“classic”!TSP!space!covering!two!countries,!few!

studies!have!focused!so!far!on!its!management!across!more!than!two!countries.!!

After!I!engaged!in!the!first!fieldwork!for!this!study,!carried!out!in!Barcelona!and!aimed!

at!retracing!the!TSP!practices!of!Ecuadorian!families,!I!realized!that!these!arrangements!went!

beyond!“here”!and!“there”,!encompassing!several!countries.!Although!this!became!clear! in!

Spain!with! respect! to!migrants’! ties! in! other! countries! (such! as! England,! Italy,! the!United!

States,!Switzerland!and!the!Netherlands),!transnational!ties!across!several!countries!proved!

even!more!noticeable! in!England,!where!most!of! respondents!had! family! ties! in!Spain!and!

sometimes!in!other!countries!as!well.!This!was!also!true!of!families!I!met!in!Ecuador,!which!

had!family!and!ties!in!diverse!European!countries!and!the!United!States.!Although!analyzing!

such!dynamics!implied!significant!challenges,!I!could!not!neglect!their!consideration.!

In!effect,!the!analytical!process!of!retracing!and!untangling!the!intricacy!of!data!in!their!

depth!and!breadth!proved!one!of! the!most! challenging!parts!of! this! chapter!and! thesis.! It!

required!a!more!elaborated!level!of!analysis!to!gain!understanding!of!this!branching!of!multiM

directional! flows! of! people! and! resources! and! their! logics! and! drivers,! as! well! as! their!

                                                
171!See!page!61!(chapter!1).!!



! 239!

reconfigurations! in! time.! ! There! are! at! least! two!main! reasons! for! the! limited! number! of!

studies!on!TSP!arrangements!organized!across!several!countries.!First,!the!fieldwork!involved!

is! more! complex,! requiring! more! time,! means! and! energy.! In! fact,! a! comprehensive!

understanding!of!TSP!practices!requires!both!a!fineMgrained!ethnography,!and!the!awareness!

of! contextual! specificities! (Toma!et! al.! 2015;!Palash!and!Serra! forthcoming).! Secondly,! the!

analytical!process!is!highly!demanding!because!it!demands!to!trace!and!capture!more!complex!

and!dynamic!provision!flows!in!their!various!directionalities!and!intensities!while!also!having!

to!assess!their!different!nature,!levels!and!temporal!readjustments!(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015;!

Schier!2016).!

Among!the!small!body!of!literature!on!the!management!of!an!extended!TSP!space!by!

transnational!families,!the!main!framing!seems!to!apply!to!its!optimization!and!profitability.!

For!example,!Bryceson!(2019)!identified!“multiMtransnational”!families!which!in!comparison!

to! “biMtransnational! families”! are! advantaged! through! their! skills! and! education,! providing!

them! multiple! options! for! employability! and! economic! opportunities.! Several! empirical!

studies!on!Chinese!transnational!families!are!in!line!with!this!perspective,!assuming!a!more!

strategic! use! of! an! enlarged! TSP! space.! Among! these,! Ma! Mung! (1999)! points! out! their!

optimization!of!spatial!resources!through!geographic!dispersion,!and!Trémon!(2011)!and!Ong!

(1999)! elaborate! respectively! on! their! “flexible! parenthood”! and! “flexible! citizenship”! as!

opportunistic! strategies! to! secure! resources! through!an!advantageous!naturalization.! Such!

framings!of!migrants!taking!advantage!of!an!extended!TSP!space!regarding!opportunities!and!

resources!in!other!countries!(see!also!Carnegie!2002)!appear!to!echo!the!assumptions!of!the!

“welfare!magnet! hypothesis”! or! “welfare! tourism”! with! respect! to! welfare! concerns! (see!

chapter!1).!

Several!other!studies,!however,!contradict!the!framing!of!the!successful!and!profitable!

situation!of!transnational!families!dispersed!across!multiple!countries.!They!show!that!families!

enlarge!their!TSP!space!to!secure!basic!social!protection!concerns,!whereby!migrants!tend!to!

be!exposed!to!job!precariousness!(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015;!Mas!2016;!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!

2019;! Ramos! 2018a)! and! a! more! challenging! organization! of! TSP! concerns! (Serra! and!

Mazzucato!2019;!Schier!2016).!!

The!main! question! guiding! the! argument! in! this! chapter! is! the! following:!How! do!

Ecuadorian!families!organize!TSP!arrangements!across!multiple!countries?!I!will!explore!this!

issue!by!exposing!the!specificities!of!arrangements!organized!between!several!countries! in!
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their!circularities,!multiple!directionalities!and!transformations!of!resource!flows!and!people’s!

mobility!over!time.!For!this!purpose,!I!will!identify!different!categories!of!families!and!their!

distinctive!features!which!play!a!role!in!the!management!of!an!extended!TSP!space,!integrating!

the!perspectives!of!“circulatory!capability”!(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015)!and!“care!circulation!

framework”!(Baldassar!and!Merla!2014).!

A! further! research! question! addressed! in! this! chapter! is! the! following:! Does! an!

extended!TSP!space!mainly! imply!opportunities!or!constraints?! I!will!develop!this! issue!by!

examining!Ecuadorian!transnational! families!affected!by!several!contextual!destabilizations!

while!managing!TSP!across!several!countries,!as!well!as!consider!the!nature!and!number!of!

benefits!and/or!challenges!implied!in!their!efforts.!

!

The!aim!of!the!chapter!is!to!contribute!in!three!ways!to!the!empirical!corpus!on!the!

management!of!TSP!across!several!countries.!I!do!so,!first,!by!providing!empirical!evidence!on!

welfare!related!concerns!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!Secondly,!I!elaborate!the!perspective!

on! care! circulation! (Baldassar! and!Merla! 2014)! to!multiple! countries,!with! the! purpose! of!

advancing! the! literature! on! transnational! families! theoretically.! Thirdly,! my! argument! is!

designed!to!contribute!empirically!to!migration!literature!on!more!complex!circular!and!multiM

directional!migration!and!the!interrelated!flows!of!resources!(Mazzucato!2009;!2011;!FréguinM

Gresh!et!al.!2015;!Palash!and!BabyMCollin!2018),!thus!integrating!a!socioMspatial!perspective172!

on!TSP!arrangements!(Cortes!and!Faret!2009;!Cortes!and!Pesche!2013).!

The!chapter!draws!on!36!(out!of!the!total!of!63)!transnational!families!in!which!TSP!

arrangements!are!managed!across!several!countries.!If!initially!this!was!not!a!main!focus!of!

this! study,! it!emerged! from!the!early!data!as! too!relevant! to!be! ignored.!Among!them,!17!

families!encompass! the! three!countries!addressed!by! this! study,!while! the!other! instances!

pertain!to!other!configurations.!For!12!of!the!36!families!a!matched!sample!technique!has!

been!employed,! relying!on! interviews!with!migrants! in!England!or!Spain!as!well!with! their!

family!in!Ecuador,!which!resulted!in!a!more!comprehensive!understanding!of!the!researched!

topics.!The!analysis!zooms!in!on!four!emblematic!cases.!

The!chapter!is!divided!into!two!main!parts.!The!first!part!(6.2)!provides!the!empirical!

evidence.!First,!I!describe!the!socioMspatial!characteristics!of!families!in!general,!with!respect!

to!the!localization!of!members!engaged!in!TSP!arrangements!and!their!types!of!family!ties.!

                                                
172!See!page!62!(chapter!1).!
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Next,! I! present! a!more! detailed! look! at! four! families! and! their! complex! social! protection!

concerns!across!several!countries.!The!second!analytical!part!of!the!chapter!(6.3)!focuses!on!

the! (im)mobilities! of! people! and! resources! in! an! extended! TSP! space.! I! first! apply! the!

“circulatory!capability”!perspective!(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015)!on!the!individual! level,!after!

which! I! develop! the! “care! circulation”! angle! on! the! collective! family! level.! This! makes! it!

possible!to!distinguish!two!different!categories!of!families!and!their!distinct!ways!of!managing!

TSP.!!The!discussion!is!concluded!with!several!final!observations.!

!

!

!

!

! !
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6.2!Navigating!Social!Protection!across!Multiple!
Countries!
!
This!first!empirical!part!begins!by!presenting!the!socioMspatial!configurations!of!the!families!

involved!in!managing!an!extended!TSP!space,!specifying!their!localization!and!type!of!family!

ties.!Next,!it!zooms!on!the!stories!of!four!families!organizing!TSP!across!several!countries.!Most!

of!the!families!(21!of!36)!expanded!their!TSP!space!in!response!to!the!2008!crisis,!with!migrants!

undertaking!onward!migration(s)!from!Spain.!Of!the!remaining!families,!9!had!family!members!

located! across! different! countries! irrespective! of! the! global! recession,! due! to! their! family!

networks!in!other!countries.!Moreover,!in!5!families!more!privileged!migrants!spent!periods!

of!time!in!other!countries!for!other!reasons,!such!as!study,!while!their!families!were!based!in!

two!other!countries!already.!!

!

6.2.1!Sociodspatial!Family!Morphologies!
!

The!36!families!featured!in!this!chapter’s!argument!have!different!socioMspatial!configurations!

in!terms!of!the!localization!of!family!members!across!distinct!countries.!Out!of!the!36!families!

17!have!family!ties!in!the!three!main!countries!considered!in!this!study,!while!other!spatial!

localization!apply! to! the!19!other! families,!as!presented!more! in!detail! in! the! table!below.!

While!32!of!the!total!36!families!managed!TSP!simultaneously!between!multiple!countries,!for!

4!of! them!this!occurred! in!different!periods! (e.g.,!between!Ecuador!and! the!US!and,!more!

recently,!between!Ecuador!and!Spain).!The!following!table!provides!details!on!the!localization!

and!type!of!family!members!implied!in!TSP!provisions!across!different!countries.!

!

! !
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Table!!2.!Localization!of!transnational!family!networks!with!family!ties!across!multiple!

countries!

!

Number!of!
cases!(of!

36)!

England! Spain! Ecuador! Other!
countries!

7!cases!! main!
respondent!

children!and!
spouse!

parents!and!
extended!
family!

/!

4!cases!! main!
respondent!
(sometimes!
with!children!
and!spouse)!

extended!
family!(siblings!
and!in!certain!
cases!parents)!

extended!
family!(siblings,!
parents,!less!
close!relatives)!

/!

2!cases!! main!
respondent!

siblings! nuclear!family!
and!other!
extended!kin!

both!of!them!
spent!previous!
period!in!US!

1!case!! main!
respondent!

mother! father,!sister!
and!other!
kinship!

/!

1!case! main!
respondent!

grandmother! mother,!
brother!and!
other!kin!!

/!

1!case! main!
respondent!

all!closer!kin!
(children,!
mother,!
partner)!

extended!kin! /!

1!case! main!
respondent!

partner! child,!parents,!
siblings!and!
extended!
kinship!

/!

1!case! main!
respondent,!
children!

exMspouse;!
children!before!
reunifying!

siblings,!
mother,!other!
extended!
kinship!

/!

1!case! main!
respondent,!
siblings,!
parents,!child!

child!before!
reunifying,!exM
spouse!

extended!kin,!
later!returned!
brother!

/!

1!case! main!
respondent,!
children,!
spouse,!
brother!

children!and!
brother!before!
reunifying!

siblings,!
mother,!other!
extended!
kinship!

/!

1!case! main!
respondent!

Brother! siblings,!
mother,!other!
extended!
kinship!

/!

1!case! main!
respondent,!
mother!

(mortgaged!
house)!

extended!
kinship!

/!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!
and!his!spouse!
and!one!child!

other!child,!
parents!and!
other!extended!
kin!

sister!in!US!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!
and!her!spouse!
and!child!

siblings,!
parents!and!
extended!kin!

siblings!in!Italy!
and!US!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!
and!most!of!

siblings!and!
extended!kin!

extended!kin!in!
US!
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her!family!in!
Spain!(children,!
mother,!
siblings)!

previous!period!
spent!in!Italy!

1!case! extended!kin! main!
respondent!

ExMspouse!and!
children!

extended!kin!in!
the!US!!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!
and!children!

greater!part!of!
extended!

exMspouse!in!
the!
Netherlands!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!
and!nuclear!
family!

parents,!other!
siblings!and!
extended!
kinship!

a!sister!and!her!
family!in!Italy!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!

parents!and!
brother!

brother!
temporarily!
staying!in!
Canada!where!
he!lived!before!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!

siblings!and!
extended!kin!

sister!in!Italy,!
nephew!in!
Germany!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!

ExMspouse,!
children!and!
other!kin!

sister!in!
Switzerland!

1!case! main!
respondent!
living!with!
spouse!

/! parents,!
siblings!and!
other!kinship!

sister!in!US!
!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!
with!a!child!
and!spouse!

other!child!and!
diverse!
extended!kin!
and!parents!

previous!ties!in!
Denmark!and!
Australia!due!
to!temporary!
study!periods!
of!son!

1!case! main!
respondent!
with!her!
nuclear!family!

/! extended!kin!in!
Ecuador!

previous!
studies!in!US!

1!case! /! main!
respondent!
and!spouse!

extended!kin! previous!
studies!in!US!

1!case! main!
respondent!

previously!all!
his!nuclear!
family,!then!
returned!to!
Ecuador!

returned!
nuclear!family!
from!Spain,!
other!extended!
kin!

previous!
temporary!
working!
periods!in!US!

!

Source:!Polina!Palash,!fieldwork!data!2015W2016!

!

These! specifications! are! suitable! to! contextualize! both! the! precise! social! protection!

environments173!and!the!family!ties!shaping!TSP!arrangements.!It!is!also!true,!however,!that!

“diasporic!space! […]! is!anything!but! fixed,!spatially!bound,!or!spatioMtemporarily! invariant”!

(Conway!2007,!p.!418).!The!transnational!families!in!this!research!seem!particularly!dynamic!

                                                
173!On!this!concept!definition!see!page!63!(chapter!1).!!



! 245!

in!their!spatial!reconfigurations!in!time174,!perhaps!because!this!study!was!conducted!in!an!

unstable! transition! period! for! families! engaged! in! adapting! to! contextual! constraints.! For!

instance,!some!members!of!migrants’!families!returned!to!Ecuador,!while!others!reMmigrated!

to! Europe! after! an! unsuccessful! return! to! their! country! of! origin! where! they! failed! to!

reintegrate! economically,! also! due! to! their! advanced! age.!Moreover,! even!when!migrants!

formally!resided!in!one!place!for!a!longer!period,!they!might!travel!to!other!places!for!reasons!

linked!to!family!ties!and!social!protection!issues,!as!will!be!shown!more!in!detail!in!the!stories!

discussed! below.! In! fact,! the! fact! that! transnational! families! are! dynamic! spatially! entails!

methodological! complexity,! demanding! fine! ethnographic! methods! to! disentangle! the!

convolution!of!their!TSP!(re)arrangements.!

!

6.2.2.!Balancing!TSP!between!Here,!There!and!Beyond!
!

The!following!four!stories!describe!the!complexity!of!managing!TSP!across!multiple!countries,!

untangling! their! multiMdirectional! flows! of! people! and! resources! securing! their! manifold!

needs.!

!

6.2.2.1!Mario’s!Family!!
!
I!met!Mario!(40,!lower!SES,!London)!at!the!NGO!where!I!was!volunteering!in!Brixton.!Both!in!

Ecuador!and!in!Spain!he!has!mainly!worked!in!the!construction!sector.!With!the!worsening!of!

the!economic!situation!in!Spain,!while!facing!pressure!from!both!his!own!nuclear!family!with!

two!children!in!Barcelona!and!his!extended!family!in!Ecuador,!he!decided!to!move!to!London!

in!2014.!This!was!also!motivated!by!the!fact!that!Mario!wanted!to!save!his!mortgaged!property!

in!Barcelona.!!

Mario’s!move!to!the!UK,!where!he!started!working!as!a!cleaner!and!kitchen!porter,!did!

not!solve!his!tricky!situation.!He!lost!the!mortgage!and!the!money!invested!in!the!property!

during!several!years,!both!the!payments!he!made!while!still!living!in!Spain!and!the!monthly!

€1000! sent! during! several! months! from! the! UK.! Moreover,! because! of! the! distance! and!

misunderstandings!with!his!wife!they!decided!to!split!up.!When! I!met!him,!Mario!suffered!

from!a!depression!because!of!his!failure,!precariousness,!loneliness!and!alienation!in!London.!

                                                
174!See!also!pp.!94M97!(chapter!2).!!
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He!had!to!share!a!flat!with!several!strangers!in!an!overcrowded!house,!and!he!was!nostalgic!

of!his!past!family!life.!But!it!would!not!make!sense!to!return!to!Barcelona!because!there!was!

hardly!any!work!to!be!found!there.!With!a!precarious! job! In!London!he!had!to!support!his!

family!both!in!Barcelona!and!in!Ecuador.!!

!

In!Guayaquil,!I!met!Mario’s!sister!Nancy!and!her!daughter,!in!their!humble!small!house!located!

just!under!an!overpass,!near!to!a!modern!shopping!centre.!It!took!some!time!before!Nancy!

would!receive!me,!due!to!the!fact!that!she!worked!twelveMhours!a!day!(without!having!any!

days!off),!and! I!presume!this!was!also!due!to!their!very!modest!conditions.!They! lived!and!

worked!in!the!two!tiny!rooms!of!their!house,!the!kitchen!and!the!living!room,!which!was!also!

their!bedroom.!In!the!morning!they!ran!a!coffee!bar,!which!in!the!evening!transformed!into!a!

restaurant!selling!inexpensive!street!food.!The!exterior!part!of!their!house!came!with!a!metal!

structure!of! bars,! protecting! the! two!women!who! lived! in! this! unsafe! suburban! area.! The!

exhausted!voice!of!Nancy,!offering!me!a!homemade!empanada
175,!was!contrasted!by!the!loud!

noises!of!the!trucks!passing!by!on!the!overpass.!Her!spouse!died!of!a!heart!attack!some!weeks!

before,!which!made!her!double!her!working!hours!to!be!able!to!afford!the!rent!and!cost!of!

living,!while!at!the!same!time!seeking!to!support!her!mother!who!had!cancer.!Her!daughter’s!

university!studies!had!to!be!postponed.!Talking!about!her!brother!Mario,!she!said!that!in!the!

past!he!could!help!more,!but!that!she!understood!his!own!difficulties!in!Europe.!Together!with!

another! sister! she! had! to! take! the! responsibility! for! paying! the! costly!medicines! for! their!

mother’s!treatment.!

Mario!could!not!afford!to!support!several!of!his!extended!kin!in!Ecuador!anymore;!nor!

could!he!travel!there!to!see!his!ill!mother!and!another!sister!with!healthcare!concerns.!This!

could!potentially!weaken!their!ties,!which!somewhat!happened!already!with!his!nuclear!family!

because! of! the! physical! distance! between! them.! It!was! clear! to!Mario! that! he! had! to! set!

priorities,!however.!He!focused!on!supporting!his!children!in!Barcelona!by!regularly!sending!

about!€350!per!month.!But!he!also!had!to!pay!for!the!high!costs!of!living!in!London,!and!this!

is!why!he!worked!hard,!sometimes!even!more!than!14!hours!a!day,!combining!several!jobs.!At!

first!he!tried!to!save!his!mortgaged!property!in!Spain,!on!which!he!had!made!payments!for!ten!

years,!in!the!last!years!paying!as!much!as!€1300!monthly.!However,!because!he!also!had!the!

responsibility!to!provide!for!his!family!in!Spain!and!Ecuador,!he!had!to!give!up!his!mortgage,!

                                                
175!A!pastry!turnover!filled!with!a!variety!of!ingredients!and!baked!or!fried.!
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losing!lots!of!money.176!Feeling!guilty!and!frustrated,!he!explained!to!me:!“I!had!it!all,!a!house,!

two!cars.!But!now!I’ve!lost!everything.!I!moved!from!there![Spain]!to!pay!for!the!house,!but!

I’ve! lost! all”.! In! favourable! circumstances! owning! one! or!more! properties! can! be! a!major!

resource!for!securing!the!economic!needs!of!family!members! living! in!diverse!countries.! In!

adverse!economic!developments,!however,!such!as!the!real!estate!bubble!in!Spain!in!2008,!

this!proved!to!have!disastrous!consequences!for!Mario.!

Mario’s!initial!TSP!space,!spread!across!three!countries,!had!to!be!restricted!to!just!two!

countries,! focusing! on! his! nuclear! family! in! Spain! from! England.! He! had! to! negotiate! his!

supportive! responsibility! and! capacity,! set! priorities! and! suspend! certain! TSP! ties.! Like! for!

other! informants,! his! prospects! of! future! retirement! were! puzzling.! He! had! paid! pension!

contributions!for!one!year!when!he!was!living!in!Ecuador!and!for!eight!years!in!Spain.!At!the!

same!time,!his!current!contributions!in!the!UK!would!not!be!exportable!to!Ecuador,!where!he!

would!prefer!to!retire.!At!the!moment!of!the!interview,!his!plan!was!to!improve!his!English!in!

order!to!get!a!better!job!as!a!truck!driver.!Although!in!England!he!could!apply!for!benefits,!he!

was!not! interested! in!doing! so.! In!Spain,! too,!he!had!never! relied!on! state! support.!All!he!

wanted!was!to!find!a!decent!job.!

!
6.2.2.2!Juan’s!Family!
!
Also!for!Juan!(61,!lower!SES,!London)!managing!TSP!across!several!countries!is!challenging.!I!

first!met! Juan!at! the!NGO,! and!we!also!met! several! times! in!bars! and!a! restaurant! in! the!

Elephant!and!Castle!shopping!centre!area.!“They!call!me!the!eternal!traveller”,!Juan!told!me.!

His!story!was!one!of!the!more!impressive!which!emerged!from!my!fieldwork.!In!Quito,!where!

he!completed!a!university!degree!in!business!administration,!he!was!head!of!a!department!of!

import!and!export!in!a!multinational!enterprise,!while!his!wife!Luisa!worked!as!a!professor!at!

a!prestigious!college.!Due!to!the!crisis!in!Ecuador!and!before!moving!to!Spain!with!his!family,!

he!also!worked!for!a!period!in!the!US!in!the!late!1990s.!

They!migrated!to!Murcia! in!1998,!where!Juan!found!work!as!a!breeder,!while!Luisa!

created!an!informal!kindergarten!for!the!children!of!workers! living!in!their!neighbourhood.!

After!some!years,!they!reunified!with!their!two!children,!previously!cared!for!by!Juan’s!inMlaws.!

When!in!2008!the!economic!crisis!hit!Spain,!their!children!returned!again!to!Ecuador!because!

                                                
176!See!page!143!(chapter!3).!
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living! in! Spain!was! too! expensive.! Hoping! to! see! the! job!market! improve,! Juan! and! Luisa!

remained!in!Spain.!While!they!managed!to!support!their!children’s!private!university!studies!

in!Quito,!they!hardly!saw!better!employment!prospects!in!Spain.!!

Because!they!also!suffered!from!the!physical!separation!from!their!children,!the!couple!

decided!to!return!“back!home”.!At!their!age!(over!55)!starting!a!life!anew!in!Quito!proved!to!

be!difficult.!Moreover,!Luisa!suffered!a!thrombosis,!and!the!medication!she!needed!was!quite!

expensive.!Fortunately,!they!were!helped!by!their!siblings!who!were!still!living!in!Murcia!and!

who!sent!more!affordable!medicines!from!Spain.!Although!their!adult!children!had!jobs,! in!

business!administration!and!a!public!school,!their!salary,!amounting!to!about!$400!a!month,!

was!not!enough!to!afford!the!cost!of!living!in!Quito.!Meanwhile!their!parents!could!not!find!a!

job.!!

In!response!to!these!hardships,!Juan!decided!to!return!to!Spain,!where!he!soon!found!

out!that!the!labour!situation!had!even!become!worse.!Having!family!ties!in!London,!he!decided!

to!move!there!in!2012,!helped!by!a!cousin!who!found!him!a!job!as!a!cleaner.!Although!this!

income! made! it! possible! for! Juan! to! support! his! family! in! Quito,! his! job! situation! was!

challenging.!Having!to!combine!several!partial!jobs!in!the!cleaning!sector,!he!was!all!the!time!

busy!going!from!one!job!location!to!the!next,!often!in!city!neighbourhoods!far!apart.!He!also!

lived!in!an!overcrowded!flat!with!11!strangers,!and!this!was!exhausting!at!his!age,!while!he!

also!missed!his!family.!Due!to!these!difficulties,!Juan!returned!for!another!period!to!Ecuador.!

After!he!ran!out!of!money,!however,!he!had!to!go!back!to!Europe.!Luisa!was!ill!and!stayed!in!

Ecuador,!as!well!as!their!children,!who,!unlike!he!and!his!wife,!did!not!hold!Spanish!citizenship,!

also!because!of!insufficient!contributions!to!the!Spanish!social!security!system.!

Resettling!in!London,!where!I!met!him!in!2016,!proved!to!be!difficult.!Initially!he!could!

briefly!stay!in!the!house!of!a!cousin,!but!soon!he!had!to!find!a!place!of!his!own!while!being!on!

a!very!tight!budget.!Moreover,!in!order!to!have!his!salary!go!to!his!British!bank!account,!he!

needed!to!have!proof!of!residence,!which!was!hard!to!obtain!when!living!in!shared!flats.!Until!

he!solved!this!situation,!his!salary!was!blocked!by!the!bank.!He!became!homeless!and!slept!on!

London! buses,! which! was! the! reason! that! I! met! him! at! the! NGO.! Contacting! several!

organizations!for!homeless!people! in!the!city!proved!useless,!as!they!had!no!room!left.!He!

sometimes!had!a!shower!and!a!meal!at!the!home!of!his!cousin,!but!he!could!be!there!once!in!

a!while!only,!as!she!was!sharing!her!place!with!several!other!people.!This!was!a!burden!on!her!

already,!so!he! just!stored!a! few!of!his!belongings!at!her!place.!Given!his!age! it!was!sad!to!
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witness!the!exhaustion!in!his!eyes,!also!caused!by!being!separated!from!his!family.!His!dignity!

made!him!refuse!the!money!I!offered!to!help!him!out!a!little.!!

Amidst!his!misfortune,!some!money!was!sent!to!Juan!from!Spain!by!his!brother.!Even!

though!there!were!not!really!wealthy,!his!family!in!Murcia!also!continued!to!support!Luisa!in!

Quito!by!sending!the!medicines.!Like!other!respondents!in!the!UK,!Juan!was!dissatisfied!with!

the!public!healthcare!services!in!London,!so!when!his!economic!situation!slightly!improved,!

he! preferred! to! consult! his! usual! doctor! in!Murcia.! As! the! Spanish! healthcare! provision! is!

formally! conditioned! to! permanent! residence,! his! brother! had! helped! to! sustain! Juan’s!

residence!registration!in!his!house!in!Murcia.!The!downside!of!this!was!that!it!implied!loss!of!

child!allowances! for!his!brother’s!children.!But! the! two!brothers!managed! to!organize! this!

adjustment!for!a!period,!and!in!return!Juan!helped!his!brother!hosting!him!and!his!older!son!

who!periodically!worked!in!London.!As!it!turned!out,!they!found!it!hard!to!adapt!to!London!

life!and!preferred!to!live!more!permanently!in!Spain!regardless!of!its!depressed!economy.!!

!

Some!months!later!I!met!Juan’s!family!in!Quito.!I!brought!some!presents!from!him!and!they!

were!very!welcoming;!in!particular!his!wife!who!talked!about!him!with!teary!eyes,!worried!as!

she!was!about!his!problems.!Their!present!financial!situation!was!insecure,!while!also!their!

retirement!plans!were!a!puzzle! in! terms!of! their!pension!entitlements,! as!explained!Luisa.!

Although!over!time!Juan!had!put!in!many!years!of!contributions!(18!in!Ecuador,!9!in!Spain!and!

4!in!the!UK),!it!was!unclear!how!or!if!they!would!be!able!to!get!access!to!them!upon!retirement!

age.!He!missed!a!couple!of!working!years!to!reach!the!30!years!of!contributions!required!to!

retire!in!either!Ecuador!or!Spain.!If!he!would!retire!in!Ecuador,!were!the!retirement!age!was!

60,!the!low!pension!of! less!than!$400!would!not!cover!daily!expenditures,!estimated!to!be!

almost! double! that! amount.! In! Spain,! the! pension!would! be! higher,! but! still!modest!with!

respect!to!the!cost!of!basic!livelihood.!In!any!case,!he!would!still!have!to!work!until!the!age!of!

sixtyMseven,!whether! in!Spain!or! in!Ecuador,! in!order! to!be!entitled!to! the!sum!total!of!his!

contributions!through!the!existing!social!security!agreement!between!the!two!countries.!But!

he! had! difficulties! in! finding!work! in! both! Spain! and! Ecuador,!whereas!working! in! the!UK!

implied!wasting!contributions.!Moreover,!in!the!context!of!the!Brexit!negotiations,!he!ran!the!

risk!of!losing!the!portability!of!his!social!rights!even!to!Spain.!To!address!this,!Juan!was!thinking!

about!getting!his!Ecuadorian!pension!at!age!sixty,!which!was!just!a!few!years!away.!But!he!

also!knew!that!it!would!not!be!enough,!and!this!is!why!he!preferred!to!reunify!his!family!in!
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London.!Because!his!children!did!not!have!EU!citizenship,!this!was!difficult.!It!implied!that!he!

would!have! to! travel! to!Ecuador! to! sign! the! required!document!of!his! supposed!presence!

there.!Another!solution!proposed!by!his!wife!was!to!pay!voluntary!contributions!out!of!his!

own!pocket!into!the!Ecuadorian!social!security!system177!while!working!in!Europe,!until!the!

Spanish!required!minimum!pension!age.!If!things!were!to!get!better!in!Spain,!he!might!then!

be!able!to!export!these!contributions!there.!This!situation!was!a!brainteaser!for!Juan,!who!felt!

confused,!also!due!to!the!conflicting!official!information!he!received!in!the!different!countries.!

For! this! family! it!would! certainly! be! easier! to! have! all! the! resources! and! family!members!

gathered!in!one!place.!

!

6.2.2.3!Ramón’s!Family!
!
Although!with!a!similar!background!in!Quito,!the!situation!of!Ramón!(50!years!old,!higher!SES,!

Barcelona)178!was!less!desperate.!I!came!into!contact!with!him!through!another!respondent!

who!I!met!in!Spain!and!who!had!a!similar!socioMeconomically!privileged!profile.!I!talked!several!

afternoons!with!Ramón,!both!in!his!house!and!in!the!city!centre!in!Barcelona.!Before!migrating!

to!Spain!in!2001,!Ramón!was!a!general!director!of!a!multinational!car!company!in!Quito.!In!

Barcelona,!he!worked!as!a!specialized!workman!for!the!same!car!company!and,!before!the!

crisis,!he!managed!a!tourist!campsite!in!Tarragona,!also!investing!in!a!property!in!Barcelona.!!

Still,!the!crisis!destabilized!the!rather!successful!integration!of!his!family!in!Spain,!and!

due!to!financial!difficulties,!his!spouse!returned!with!their!two!children!to!Quito,!and!they!split!

up.!Before!their!return,!he!occasionally!paid!for!his!father’s!private!healthcare!treatments!in!

Ecuador.!Now!he!also!had!to!think!about!how!to!provide!for!his!nuclear!family,!also!because!

his!two!children!attended!a!private!university!in!Quito.!This!was!far!from!easy,!for!he!remained!

unemployed!for!a!long!period,!and!at!the!moment!of!the!interviews!he!was!working!as!a!selfM

employed!Uber!driver,!which!was!challenging!in!terms!of!taxes!and!did!not!earn!him!enough!

to!pay!for!his!daily!expenses,!his!mortgage!in!Barcelona!and!the!expenses!of!his!family!in!Quito.!

For! a!period,! he! relied!on!unemployment!benefits,!which! frustrated!him,! since!he!was! an!

active!person.!

!

                                                
177!See!page!135!on!the!voluntary!affiliation!programme!(chapter!3).!!
178!On!his!story!see!also!pp.!221M228!(chapter!5).!
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When!Ramón!began!to!earn!less!and!less,!he!mobilized!his!acquired!Spanish!citizenship!as!a!

resource,!periodically!travelling!to!and!working!in!other!countries,!such!as!the!UK!and!the!US,!

where!he!had!extended!family.!He!went!twice!to!the!UK!for!brief!periods!to!work,!with!the!

help!of!a!cousin,!who!was!a!manager!in!the!cleaning!sector.!However,!this!kind!of!work!even!

implied!a!stronger!downward!mobility!for!Ramón,!and!the!little!money!he!earned!in!cleaning!

and!as!kitchen!porter!was!not!enough!to!pay!for!his!cost!of!living!in!London.!As!he!put!it:!“So!

what’s!the!point!of!going!there!to!work!and!spend!all!you!earn!and!have!nothing!left.”!The!

salaries!and!life!quality!of!his!compatriots!in!the!UK!were!degrading,!and!he!himself!was!not!a!

young!man!anymore!who!would!easily!adapt!to!an!adventurous!lifestyle.!!

Ramón! then! tried! his! luck! in!Miami,!where!many! job! opportunities!were! available!

without!the!requirement!to!speak!English.!This!decision,!however,!was!only!possible! if!you!

have!substantial!financial!means.!Although!salary!opportunities!in!the!US!were!better,!Ramón!

acknowledged!the!importance!of!his!future!pension!rights!in!Spain:!

I!rather!seek!to!have!the!chance!to!work!and!have!savings!for!the!future,!otherwise!I!don't!see!

any!sense.!I!prefer!to!remain!in!this!country![Spain],!where!I!know!I!have!made!contributions!to!

social!security,!I!have!my!guarantees!and!Spanish!nationality,!and!I!hope!that!things!will!change.!

But!this!waiting!causes!me!to!despair!because!I!am!one!of!those!people!who!are!very!active!and!

dynamic.!I!don’t!like!waiting!for!nothing.!!!!

Ramón,!50,!higher!SES,!Barcelona,!2015!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!

For!this!reason,!he!coped!with!hardships!in!Barcelona,!where!he!desperately!searched!for!a!

better!job,!also!seeking!to!save!his!mortgage.!However,!his!savings!in!Spain!were!running!low,!

and! this! forced! him! to! transfer! money! derived! from! his! rented! properties! in! Ecuador,!

benefitting!from!a!recent!rise!in!real!estate!value,!which!also!secured!income!for!his!returned!

family.! Indeed,! his! financial! resources! in! Ecuador! allowed! him!more! options! to! deal! with!

problems.!He!was!waiting!for!$6000!to!be!brought!by!his!father,!a!twoMyear!rental!income.!

Although!it!frustrated!Ramón!that!he!deprived!his!family!from!this!income,!with!it!he!hoped!

to!save!his!property!in!Barcelona.!But!after!several!months!he!updated!me!that!it!no!longer!

made! sense! to! hold! on! to! the!mortgaged! property! in! Spain.! He!was! forced! to! return! the!

property!to!the!bank,!losing!all!the!money!he!invested!in!it.!!

Although!his!children!were!in!Ecuador,!it!was!not!an!option!for!Ramón!to!return!there,!

since!at!his!age!it!would!be!hard!to!adapt!to!the!Ecuadorian!job!market,!and!his!future!pension!

would! be! as! low! as! his! father’s,! if! he!was! lucky! to! receive! it! at! all.! The! income! from! his!

properties! in! Ecuador,! however,! still! represented! a! significant! form! of! insurance,! to! be!

redistributed!between!Barcelona!and!Quito.!And! it!was!also!an!advantage!that!at! least!his!
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closest! family! was! mainly! based! in! one! country,! Ecuador,! and! therefore! it! did! not! seem!

attractive!to!try!and!move!to!another!country!beyond!his!familiar!TSP!space.!

!

6.2.2.4!Martha’s!Family!
!

The! case! of!Martha! (46,! higher! SES,! London)! has! some! features! in! common!with! that! of!

Ramón,!yet!her!job!situation!in!Europe!is!more!solid,!even!though!implying!some!downward!

mobility!for!her!as!well.!I!met!her!through!other!Latin!American!women!in!London.!Like!other!

main! respondents,! she! left! Ecuador! at! the! end! of! 1990s! due! to! the! crisis! there,! and! she!

migrated!to!Madrid!with!her!three!children!in!2001.!This!decision!was!also!motivated!by!the!

emotional!hardship! linked! to! the!death!of!her!husband.!Although!other! recently!migrated!

Latinas!were! part! of! her! network! in! the! British! capital,! her! standard! of! living!was! higher.!

Having!a!meal!together!in!a!Bolivian!restaurant,!she!proudly!said!that!she!rarely!went!to!the!

Elephant!district,!and!that!she!was!living!in!privileged!Kensington.!!

In!Europe!Martha!found!employment!as!a!domestic!worker,!even!though!in!Ecuador!

she!had!worked!as!a!lawyer.!Her!parents!and!siblings!were!also!living!in!Spain,!and!not!having!

any!needy! relatives! in! Ecuador!helped!her! to!maintain! a! solid!economic! situation,!despite!

working! in! a! lowMskilled! job.! Moreover,! since! her! migration! she! could! rely! on! financial!

resources!from!Ecuador,!originating!from!her!state!entitlements!(widow!and!child!benefits)!

and!a!rentedMout!property.!In!this!way,!each!month!about!$720!ended!up!in!her!Ecuadorian!

bank!account,!which!she!took!with!her!to!Spain!whenever!she!travelled!to!Ecuador,!also!to!

avoid!having! to!pay! the! fee!of! the!costly!bank! transfers.!She!sometimes!shared!her! rental!

income! with! extended! relatives! who! managed! her! properties.! Thanks! to! this! continuous!

financial!security,!Martha!was!in!position!to!be!a!bit!more!selective!when!looking!for!a!job!in!

Europe,! in! terms!of!salary!as!well!as!working!hours,!and!she!was!also!able! to!buy!another!

property!in!Ecuador.!

In!2016!Martha!decided!to!take!the!opportunity!of!a!job!offer!made!by!the!family!she!

worked!for.!As!they!accepted!a!management!position!for!a!Spanish!bank!in!London,!she!joined!

them!to!be!their!domestic!worker.!The!salary!of!about!€2000!a!month!was!attractive,!and!she!

would!thus!be!able!to!save!money,!as!she!would!live!with!her!employers!and!their!children.!

The!timing!coincided!with!the!need!to!pay!for!her!daughter’s!university!education!in!Madrid,!

who,! like!her!mother,!decided! to! study! law.!Martha’s! three! children! in!Madrid!were!aged!
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between!22!and!29,!and!they!were!already!independent.!Still,!Martha!regularly!sent!her!entire!

wage! to! Spain,! financing! the! studies! of! her! daughter! and! supporting! other! needs! of! her!

children.!

For!the!reason!of!investing!in!the!education!of!her!daughter,!Martha!planned!to!remain!

in!London!for!a!couple!of!years.!While!working!in!the!British!capital,!she!continued!to!accrue!

contributions!in!Spain,!and!her!employers!paid!for!her!healthcare!costs!in!a!private!clinic!in!

Kensington,!the!services!of!which!were!to!her!satisfaction.!Previously!her!employers!had!also!

paid!for!her!private!healthcare!costs!in!Madrid.!

While!living!in!London,!Martha!was!soon!joined!by!a!sister!from!Madrid,!who!helped!

her!and!earned!the!same!salary.!After!some!months,!Martha’s!sister!decided!to!bring!her!three!

children!to!the!UK!as!well,!because!of!better!job!opportunities!there.!!

When! Martha! travelled! to! Ecuador! and! brought! money! to! Europe,! it! circulated!

between!Spain!and!England,!according!to!her!family!needs.!Once!she!no!longer!would!have!to!

pay!for!her!daughter’s!education,!she!planned!to!join!her!children,!grandchildren!and!parents!

in!Madrid.!Even!though!she!put!in!few!contributions!in!Spain,!due!to!the!informality!of!the!

domestic!work!sector!in!the!past,!she!was!not!worried!about!her!pension.!Her!resources!in!

Ecuador!were!her!main!form!of!insurance.!She!planned!to!sell!her!two!properties!and!a!piece!

of!land!there,!in!order!to!invest!the!money!in!a!flat!in!Madrid,!where!her!aging!parents!were!

living!and!her!children!planned!to!go!on!living.!

Martha’s!way!of!managing!TSP!implied!greater!freedom!and!fewer!constraints!than!for!

other! families! in! this! study.!Certainly,! her! financial! base! in! Ecuador! and!her!not!having! to!

support! relatives! in! major! ways! in! other! countries! helped! to! consolidate! her! situation! in!

Europe.! That! she!extended!her! TSP! space! for! several! years!was!not! a! forced! choice!but! a!

profitable!option.!Still,!later!on!she!decided!to!concentrate!her!resources!in!one!place,!where!

her!close!relatives!were!living,!as!was!in!fact!the!case!before!leaving!their!country!of!origin.!

!

!

!
! !
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6.3!Managing!an!Extended!Transnational!Social!
Protection!Space!!
!

While!studies!on!protective!practices!mainly!focus!on!the!more!conventional!arrangements!

between!the!country!of!origin!and!the!receiving!country,! few!scholars!have!addressed!the!

implications!of!a!more!extended!TSP!space,!in!part!perhaps!because!of!the!complex!analytical!

process!and!multiMdirectional!flows!of!people!and!resources!(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015;!Toma!

et!al.!2015).!An!exception!is!the!study!by!Serra!and!Mazzucato!(2019),!which!focuses!on!the!

TSP! management! of! Sudanese! families! between! Sudan,! the! Netherlands! and! the! UK,!

combining! formal! and! informal! resources! circulating! multiMdirectionally! while! covering!

intertwined! social! protection! areas.! In! their! orchestration!of! TSP,! the! role! of!mobility! and!

strategic!geographic!distribution!of!family!members!are!crucial.!The!findings!of!this!study!show!

that!more!than!being!attracted!by!the!welfare!system!per!se,!onward!migrants!who!seek!to!

extend!the!TSP!space!of!their!families!do!so!because!they!want!to!secure!specific!extended!

family!needs!in!generalized!reciprocity!systems.!!

The! case! of! Nicaraguan! “multiMlocal! family! systems”! aimed! at! managing! a! “family!

mobility!space”!across!Nicaragua,!Costa!Rica,!the!United!States!and!Panama!is!partly!similar!

in!terms!of!multiMdirectional!transfers!ensuring!livelihood,!economic!activities!and!healthcare!

(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015).!The!authors!point!out!that!Nicaraguan!families!originating!from!

poor!rural!areas!who!migrate!to!improve!their!situation!experience!job!precariousness!and!

informality!relativize!the!related!resources!(ibid!p.!29).!This!reminds!one!of!the!situation!of!

onward!Latin!American!migrants!leaving!Spain!for!the!UK,!which!suggests!that!these!migrants,!

despite! the! privileges! of! Spanish! citizenship,! rather! accumulate! vulnerabilities! in! trying! to!

improve!their!situation!(Mas!2016;!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2019;!Ramos!2018a).!The!same!is!

true! even! of! German! middleMclass! families,! which! organize! TSP! concerns! across! several!

countries!and!thereby!experience!challenges!with!respect!to!national!regulations!and!welfare!

(Schier!2016,!p.!61).!

Highlighting! a! more! successful! situation! of! transnational! families! scattered! across!

several! countries,! Bryceson! (2019,! p.! 9)! conceptualizes! “multiMtransnational”! families! as!

composed!of!members!who!“are!likely!to!have!skills,!educational!credentials!and/or!networks!

to! eclectically! combine,! enhance! and! arbitrage! their! options! across! three! or! more!

cosmopolitan!cultural!settings”.!In!the!same!vein,!studies!focusing!on!Chinese!transnational!
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families,! show! that! spatial! dispersion! across! multiple! countries! can! be! profitably! used! to!

accumulate! resources.179! For! example,! Ma! Mung! (1999)! discusses! how! families! optimize!

spatial! resources! through! geographic! dispersion,!while! Trémon! (2011)! elaborates! on! their!

“flexible!parenthood”!and!Ong!(1999)!on!“flexible!citizenship”!as!opportunistic!strategies!to!

secure!resources!through!acquired!citizenship.!Such!framings!of!migrants!extending!the!TSP!

space!of!their!families!for!strategic!reasons,!to!benefit!from!resources!in!new!contexts!(see!

also!Carnegie!2002),!echo!the!assumptions!underlying!the!“welfare!magnet!hypothesis”!and!

“welfare!tourism”.!180!

At! the! same! time,! as! indicated! by! the! stories! presented! in! the! previous! section,!

migrants!who!are!affected!twice!by!economic!downturns!and!decide!to!move!on!may!end!up!

on!trajectories!which!are!less!successful!and!profitable.!For!most!families!in!this!study’s!sample!

(25!of!36),!the!motivation!for!extending!their!TSP!space!was!prompted!by!a!second!crisis.!Their!

onward!move!to!the!UK!served!as!a!coping!strategy!motivated!by!contextual!constraints!in!the!

previous!country!of!residence!(see!also!Mas!2017;!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2019).!

The! following! analytical! sections! focus! on! several! specific! aspects,! including! the!

(im)mobilities!of!people!and!resources!observed!across!several!countries,!family!separations,!

actors’! differential! circulatory! capabilities! (FréguinMGresh! et! al.! 2015)! and! families’!

management!of!TSP! in!their!reciprocal!provisions! in!time!(Baldassar!and!Merla!2014;!Serra!

and!Mazzucato!2019).!!

!

6.3.1!(Im)mobility!of!Provisions!and!People!in!a!TSP!space!
!

The! stories! of!Martha,! Ramón,! Juan! and!Mario! have! shown! that! it! is! complex! and! often!

challenging! to! manage! and! redistribute! resources! across! several! countries.! The! specific!

                                                
179!More!in!detail,!Trémon!(2011)!shows!how!these!families!play!on!opportunities!between!their!origin!country!
and!other!national!contexts,!such!as!Polynesia,!the!US,!Brazil,!France!and!Guyana,!through!a!strategic!use!of!the!
localization!of! family!members,! therefore!benefiting!from!their!spatial!dispersion.!For!Trémon,!these!families!
operate! a! “flexible! parenthood”,! playing! on! spatial! differentials! of! opportunities! and! constraints,! and!
accumulating!economic!and!cultural!capital.!A!remarkable!practice!of!such!strategic!use!of!space!is!giving!birth!
to!their!children!in!French!Polynesia!in!order!to!obtain!double!nationality!and!gain!more!access!to!resources!for!
the!family.!Ong!refers!to!Chinese!“astronaut!fathers”!(Ong!1999,!p.!112),!serving!as!managers!who!base!their!
family!units!on!the!Pacific!coast!of!the!United!States!or!Canada,!expecting!to!benefit!from!the!legal!advantages!
of!being!naturalized!in!these!countries.!This!offers!them!more!opportunities!for!investing!in!profitable!places!in!
China! and! South! East! Asia.! Similarly,! Ho! (2002)! has! reported! on!members! of! transnational! Chinese! families!
located!between!Hong!Kong!and!New!Zealand,!who!undertook!an!onward!migration!to!Australia!and!the!US,!in!
search!of!more!opportunity.!
180!See!page!45!(chapter!1).!
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environments!and! institutional!contexts!where! families!are! located,! such!as! the!migration,!

welfare!and!employment!regimes!(Kilkey!and!Merla!2014),!shape!the!“territorialization”!of!

available!resources!(Baldassar!and!Merla!2013,!p.!21)!and!the!interrelated!constraints.!Like!in!

a!more!usual!TSP!space!across!two!countries,!these!resources!derive!from!a!range!of!different!

contexts,181!and!their!management!also!depends!on!whether!resources!are!fixed,!mobile!or!

immobilized.!In!an!extended!TSP!space,!however,!their!organization!and!redistribution!can!be!

even!more!cumbersome!and!harder!to!control.!!

First,! fixed! social! protection! resources! to! certain! places! and! countries! concern!

provisions! such! as! for! example! healthcare! services,! education,! labour! and!properties! (and!

other!assets).!If!people!can!afford!it,!they!may!travel!to!access!and!use!certain!resources!which!

are!unavailable!or!of!lower!quality!in!their!current!country!of!residence.!For!onward!migrants!

in!this!study,!this!in!particular!pertains!to!healthcare!provision.!In!fact,!several!migrants!in!this!

study!who!spent! time! in!Spain!and!moved!to! the!UK!proved!to!be!dissatisfied!with!British!

public!healthcare,!and!for!this!reason!they!travel! to!their!previous!country!of!residence.182!

Another!type!of!fixed!resource!which!emerged!in!this!study!is!labour,!with!migrants!living!in!

Spain!who!temporarily!go!to!England!or!the!United!States!for!this!purpose.!In!both!situations,!

this! is! possible! thanks! to! family! ties! in! the! involved! country!providing! support! in! terms!of!

accommodation,! bureaucratic! concerns! and! helpful! contacts.! Both! of! these! practices! take!

place! in! Juan’s! family,! in! which! family! members! living! in! two! distinct! countries! provide!

reciprocal!assistance!for!these!concerns,!while!maintaining!other!types!of!transnational!ties!

with!a!further!country,!Ecuador!in!this!case.!If!this!is!supposed!to!meet!needs!which!are!harder!

to!come!by!in!the!place!where!they!are!living,!this!practice!also!implies!challenges!complicating!

their!life!because!fundamental!social!protection!needs!are!not!satisfied!in!that!country.!In!fact,!

arranging! these! concerns! transnationally! tends! to! be! more! difficult! in! financial! and!

organizational! terms,! also! because! it! requires! one! to! adapt! to! another! context! and/or!

language.!!!

!

Secondly,!resources!linked!to!specific!places!may!be!mobile!and!transferred!across!space.!In!

this!study!this!occurs!multiMdirectionally!across!several!countries,!and!it!may!pertain!to!cash!

                                                
181!For!example,!families’!own!resources!(e.g.!money,!properties),!state!entitlements!(e.g.!pension,!healthcare),!
private!sector!services!(e.g.!healthcare,!education),!and!other!resources!provided!by!the!third!sector.!!
182!For!the!same!reason,!one!respondent!interviewed!in!Ecuador!occasionally!traveled!to!Canada,!where!he!used!
to!live!for!some!time.!
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money,!items!generating!income,!as!well!as!family!members!undertaking!spatial!mobility!with!

the!aim!of!ensuring!TSP!concerns!(cf.!FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015).!

It!was!possible!to!observe!the!practice!of!money!circulation!in!Martha’s!family,!with!

money!transferred!to!Europe,!and!used!by!her!family!both!in!Spain!and!in!England.!In!effect,!

reverse!economic!flows183!are!a!significant!dynamic!also!in!an!extended!TSP!space,!occurring!

in!several!families!considered!in!this!chapter!(eight!cases).!Similarly,!multiMdirectional!money!

flows!also!emerged!with!respect!to!joined!punctual!remittances!organized!by!family!members!

living!in!distinct!countries!(e.g.!in!one!case!across!Spain,!Italy!and!the!US,!and!in!another!case!

across!Spain!and!Germany)!to!provide!for!healthcare!and!other!urgent!concerns!in!Ecuador.!

This!is!mainly!done!by!migrant!siblings!helping!their!parents!in!the!country!of!origin!(see!also!

Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming).!Moreover,!money!is!sometimes!sent!to!a!specific!country!and!

then!“redirected”!to!another!country!by!the!recipients!who!consider!this!more!opportune,!

even!though!it!is!not!in!line!with!the!intention!of!the!original!sender.184!This!occurs!for!example!

when!money! is! transferred! from!Ecuador! to! England,! from!where! it! is! sent! to! Spain! (two!

cases),!or!money!sent!from!England!to!Spain!and!later!redirected!to!Ecuador!(one!case).!!

Likewise,! other! material! resources! are! circulated! by! transnational! families! across!

several!countries.!For!example,!packages!are!sent!from!England!to!Spain,!and!subsequently!

from!Spain!to!Ecuador,!because!of!more!affordable!shipping!rates!between!Spain!and!Ecuador.!

This!I!could!observe!on!a!weekly!basis!in!the!WhatsApp!groups!of!onward!migrants!originating!

from!Andean! countries,!who! live! in! London! and! have! family! ties! in! Spain! and! their! origin!

countries.!Migrants!often!send!legal!documents,!clothing,!and!other!items!to!Ecuador!from!

London!via!Madrid.!

!

                                                
183!On!this!concept!see!page!214!(chapter!5)!and!Palash!and!BabyMCollin!2018.!
184!This!regards!the!money!used!for!other!types!of!recipients,!see!from!page!183,!see!also!pp.!207M208.!
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Figure!n.!33.!Money!transfer!agency!in!London!(Elephant!and!Castle!shopping!centre),!

with!posters!in!Spanish!on!sending!money!transfers!to!Spain!free!of!charge.!

!
Source:!Polina!Palash,!London,!2016!
!
!

Figure! n.! 34.! Anonymized! screenshots! of! messages! of! migrants! who! are! part! of! a!

WhatsApp!group! in!London!who!propose! to!bring!“encomiendas”! (parcels)!between!
England!and!Spain.!

!
!
Source:!Polina!Palash,!London,!2016!
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Also,!family!members!themselves!engage!in!spatial!mobility!with!the!purpose!of!ensuring!TSP!

concerns.! In! this!context,!a! favourable! legal!status! is! fundamental,!which! in!this!study!was!

represented!by!EU!(mostly!Spanish)!citizenship!or!a!privileged!economic!status,!as!in!the!case!

of!Ramón’s!father!who!for!this!reason!could!travel!from!Quito!and!bring!cash!money!to!his!

son!in!Barcelona.!Another!type!of!TSP!practice!of!this!kind!pertains!to!caregivers!who!travel!to!

assist! dependent! family!members.! For! example,! in! the! sample! there!were! three! cases! of!

onward!migrants!who!travelled!for! this! reason!from!England!to!Spain! (two!young!mothers!

bringing!their!children!to!Spain!to!be!cared!there!because!of!the!lack!of!reliable!family!network!

in! London;! and! one!migrant! assisting! an! ill! mother! in! Spain).! Similarly,! in! another! family!

localized! between! Ecuador,! Spain! and! Italy,! a! caregiver! from! Italy! (a! sister! of! a! main!

respondent)!spent!periods!in!Barcelona!to!help!out!her!nephews.!

!

Thirdly,!resources!potentially!mobile!can!be! immobilized!due!to!diverse!circumstances,!and!

this!obviously!represents!a!constraint.185!For!migrants!with!multiMlocalized!attachments!across!

several! countries,! this! is! observable! with! respect! to! their! pension! entitlements,! as! in! the!

example!of!the!situation!of!Juan!and!his!wife.!This!is!actually!caused!by!the!fragmentation!of!

their! social! security! rights! across! several! countries,! with! limitations! of! their! portability!

between!countries186,!involving,!in!this!case,!Spain!and!Ecuador,!as!well!as!Spain!and!the!UK.!

Moreover,! the! uncertainties! surrounding! Brexit! may! also! undermine! the! portability! of!

contributions!and!social!security!rights!between!the!UK!and!the!EU!countries.!!

Such!circumstances!may!cause!migrants!to!lose!their!social!security!rights,!implying!an!

uncertain! income! in!old!age.!This! is! similar! for!migrants!who!spent!working!periods! in! the!

United!States,!such!as!in!the!case!of!Ramón,!who!for!this!reason!was!not!willing!to!settle!in!

this! country!permanently,!despite! the!constraining! situation! in! the!Spanish! labour!market.!

Although!legal!portability!instruments!represent!progress!in!terms!of!migrants’!social!security!

and! TSP! rights,!migrants!managing! TSP! across! several! countries! are! penalized!when! their!

entitlements!cannot!be!transferred!across!countries.!Because!of!the!multiple!attachments!of!

transnational!families!and!the!inefficient!formal!social!security!systems,!migrants!run!the!risk!

of!paying!for!social!security!!without!achieving!benefits!and!guarantees!(Holzmann,!Koettl!and!

Chernetsky!2005).!

                                                
185! This! also! pertains! to! limitations! regarding!managing!money! by! low! income! families,! linked! to! topMdown!
territorial!logics!of!welfare!provisions.!See!page!188!(chapter!4).!
186!On!the!Social!Security!Agreements,!see!chapter!3.!
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Frequently,!as!established!in!other!studies,187!migrants!are!not!enough!informed,!or!

even!confused,!about!their!crossMborder!social!security!rights!and!bureaucratic!barriers.!As!

argued!by!Paredes! and!Herrera! (2017,! p.! 2),!migrants! face! “the! intricacies!of! overlapping,!

complementary!and!contradictory!formal!frameworks!at!the!national!and!subMnational!level,!

the!available!resources!at!local!level,!and!the!agency!of!migrants!to!guarantee!a!decent!old!

age”.!Their!empirical!evidence!focuses!on!pension!arrangements!among!Ecuadorian!migrants!

between!Ecuador,!Spain!and!Austria.!The!study!by!Schier!(2016)!revealed!that!middleMclass!

German! families! have! to! tackle! this! same! problem! when! managing! TSP! across! several!

countries.!!

Finally,!also!people!can!be!immobilized!in!certain!places.!This!I!observed!in!the!family!

of! Juan,! who! was! stuck! in! London! because! of! his! precarious! situation.! Also! his! wife! was!

immobilized,! in!Ecuador,!due!to!her!fragile!health,!which!was!painful! to!both!of!them,!as! I!

myself!could!perceive!in!London!and!in!Quito.!Another!type!of!situation!involving!immobilized!

people!in!this!study!is!linked!to!migration!regime!issues,!such!as!involving!the!undocumented!

migrants!settled!in!England!for!a!longer!time.!This!in!fact!restricted!their!spatial!mobility!and!

management!of!a!TSP!space,!limiting!their!transnational!ties!with!scattered!family!members!

in!Spain!and!Ecuador.!

!

6.3.2!Family!Fragmentation!!
!

For!families!in!this!study!there!was!a!real!impact!on!their!relational!ties!following!from!the!

readjustments!of!the!distribution!of!people!and!resources!across!multiple!countries,!with!a!

further!polarization!of!family!members.!This!was!illustrated!by!the!cases!of!Mario!and!Ramón,!

who!both!went!through!a!separation!from!their!wife!after!a!long!time!together!due!to!these!

difficulties.!This!same!thing!actually!occurred!in!at!least!11!families!in!this!study!(out!of!36).!In!

this!context,!some!children!(in!4!families!of!11)!returned!with!one!of!their!parents!to!Ecuador!

(or!with!both!parents,!if!they!separated!later!on),!while!others!remained!in!Spain!with!their!

mother!(4!cases!of!11)!and!again!others!were!reunified!with!their!mother!(2!cases!of!11)!or!

father!(1!case!of!11)!in!England.!The!onward!migration!to!England!for!parents!leaving!their!

children!in!Spain!often!involved!an!echo!of!the!earlier!separation!caused!by!migration!of!one!

of!the!parents!when!their!children!were!infants.!In!certain!cases,!migrants!reunited!or!were!in!

                                                
187!See!pp.!48M49!(chapter!3).!!
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the!process!of!reuniting!with!their!children! in!London,!which!at!this!older!age!and!without!

knowing!the!local!language!and!system!was!likely!to!be!even!more!challenging.!

Moreover,! there! is! the! issue!of! tensions!and!conflicts!over!with!whom!the!children!

should!stay,!particularly!if!they!are!minor,!which!implies!negotiations!on!parents’!signature!

for!children’s!expatriation.!While!in!London!it!has!been!easier!to!secure!an!income,!there!are!

other!difficulties,!such!as!housing,!because!for!many!migrants!it!is!unaffordable!to!rent!a!whole!

flat.!I!witnessed!this!myself!one!day!when!accompanying!a!woman!respondent!(Rafaela,!32,!

low!SES,!London)!to!a!bank!to!help!her!to!ask!for!a!loan,!as!she!did!not!speak!English!very!well.!

As!the!bank!refused,!this!undermined!her!project!of!trying!to!realize!a!more!permanent!stay!

of!her!eightMyearMold!son,!who!spent!periods!in!London!but!was!a!resident!of!Spain!where!he!

lived!with!his!father!and!paternal!grandparents.!Meanwhile,!she!was!in!conflict!on!this!issue!

with!her!exMspouse!and!his!family.!When!migrants!cannot!afford!to!rent!a!flat!for!themselves!

and!their!children,!they!have!to!share!one!with!other!people,!often!strangers.!Furthermore,!

because!working!schedules!in!the!cleaning!sector!tend!to!be!fragmented!and!dispersed!across!

several!areas!of!the!huge!London!metropolis,!each!day!migrants!may!need!to!spend!many!

hours!of!travel!within!the!city.!This!was!yet!another!problem!for!Rafaela,!who!has!a!son!who!

periodically!joined!her!in!London,!when!he!did!not!have!to!attend!school!in!Spain,!and!who!

had!trouble!to!adapt!to!spend!many!time!without!his!mother,!with!foreigners!in!the!shared!

flat.! Not! having! a! family! network! and! feeling! alienated! in! the! British! capital! was! hardly!

reassuring!for!this!woman,!who!already!suffered!from!not!being!able!to!reunify!with!her!son!

more!permanently.!As!developed!more!in!detail!in!the!last!section,!many!migrants!also!have!

to!think!about!the!needs!of!other!scattered!family!members,!such!as!parents!and!extended!

relatives.!
!

6.3.3!Differential!Circulatory!Capabilities!
!

A!useful!conceptualization!for!the!analysis!of!extended!TSP!space!management!is!“circulatory!

capability”,188!theorized!by!FréguinMGresh!and!colleagues!as!“the!capacity,!knowledge!and!will!

of!circulating!and!making!circulating!resources!in!a!family!mobility!space”!(2015,!p.!19).!In!this!

section,! I! analyse! these! three! dimensions,! focusing! on!migrants.! The! analysis! shows! that!

                                                
188!The!term!“capability”!was!originally!coined!by!Sen!(1999)!in!the!field!of!welfare!and!development!economics.!
It!relates!to!a!set!of!valuable!“functionings”!to!which!a!person!has!effective!access!(e.g.!literacy,!health,!or!political!
freedom),!often!associated!with! individual! freedoms!and!subjective!wellbeing,! such!as!demands!visMàMvis! the!
state!and!as!part!of!the!social!contract.!
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actors’!circulatory!capability!is!significantly!influenced!by!their!socioMeconomic!status,!as!well!

as! by! factors! such! as!migrants’! age! and! legal! status.! Indeed,! inequalities! visibly!mark! the!

circulatory! capabilities! of! families! in! this! study.! These! differentials! can! be! observed! with!

respect!to!the!access!to!and!distribution!of!resources!and!the!existing!constraints!faced!by!

actors,!their!socioMspatial!mobility!and!intraMfamily!negotiations.!

First,!the!capacity!of!circulating!and!making!resources!circulate!is!strongly!influenced!

by! migrants’! and! their! families’! SES! and! specific! environments.! However,! in! a! TSP! space!

encompassing! multiple! countries,! this! is! more! complex,! involving! more! challenges! to!

migrants’! capacity! to! ensure! their! scattered! family!members.! Vulnerable! families! such! as!

those!of!Juan!and!Mario!have!to!engage!in!a!balancing!act,!in!particular!when!their!limited!

resources!are!stretched!across!an!extended!TSP!space.!While!initially!migrants’!protective!ties!

were!mainly!sustained!with!Ecuador,!those!who!migrated!again!from!Spain!to!the!UK!had!to!

distribute!their!efforts!regarding!these!ties!to!Ecuador!and!Spain,!where!their!children!might!

still!be!living!or!where!they!might!have!done!investments!in!property.!However,!because!of!

precariousness! and! the! cost! of! living! in! England,! they! were! forced! to! limit! or! suspend!

provisions!to!one!of!the!transnational!sides.!In!effect,!stretching!the!rope!of!support!demands!

from!needy! family!members!across! several! countries! implies! risks! for!vulnerable!migrants.!

This! is! different! for! privileged! migrants! like! Ramón! and! Martha,! whose! capacity! is! less!

undermined,!and!this!is!also!linked!to!their!financial!resources!in!Ecuador!(Palash!and!BabyM

Collin!2018).!Moreover,!migrants’!capacity!relates!to!their!own!social!protection!needs!as!well.!

In!particular!vulnerable!migrants!such!as!Juan!and!Mario!are!exposed!to!present!and!future!

uncertainties!regarding!their!income!security!and!other!areas.!Instead,!Ramón!and!Maria!have!

the!means!to!secure!their!needs!both!in!the!present!and!in!the!future.!

Migrants’!capacity!to!manage!TSP!also!depends!on!their!legal!status!and!citizenship.!

For! example,! having! become! an! EU! (Spanish)! citizen! influences! their! spatial! mobility! and!

access!to!welfare!provisions.!This!status!connects!or!disconnects!the!two!or!three!poles!of!

transnational!family!life,!as!occurs!in!Juan’s!family,!whose!children!returned!to!Ecuador!from!

Spain!but!who!cannot! join!their! father! in!England,!as!they!do!not!hold!Spanish!citizenship.!

However,! in! the! same! family! it! can!be!observed! that!when!migrants! are! stuck!because!of!

economic!reasons,!as!is!the!case!for!Juan!in!England,!a!favourable!legal!status!loses!its!value!
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as!a!resource.!This!also!relates!to!the!Brexit!measures!limiting!EU!citizens’!access!to!welfare!

(Mas!2016;!see!also!Lafleur!and!Mescoli!2018).189!!

Furthermore,!also!actors’!age!shapes!their!capacity!to!manage!social!protection!locally!

and!across!borders,!with!greater!vulnerability!of!elderly!migrants.!Juan’s!extreme!situation,!

ending! up! as! a! homeless! on! London! buses,! and! facing! even! more! fragility! of! his! social!

protection!conditions!due!to!his!age,!is!telling.!In!fact,!it!is!even!more!challenging!for!elderly!

migrants!to!adapt!to!foreign!contexts,!in!particular!with!respect!to!their!labour!integration.!

This! underscores! the! extent! to!which! life! course! as! a! category! contributes! to! shaping! the!

management!of!TSP.!As!argued!by!Bailey:!“lifetime!accumulations!of!experiences,!resources,!

and!vulnerabilities!impact!and!circulate!inequality”!(Bailey!2009,!411).!

Secondly,! regarding! the! dimension! of! knowledge,! this! can! be! linked! to! actors’!

migratory! experience! and! the! knowMhow! acquired! through! multiple! migrations! (Ramos!

2018b),! in! terms! of!mobilization! of! social! networks,! coping! practices,! integration! and! the!

specificities!of!environments.!This!motivates!the!mobility!of!Ramón!and!Juan.!Again,!however,!

as!in!the!case!of!Juan,!if!migrants’!capacity!is!affected,!knowledge!is!not!enough!to!manage!

their!TSP!space:!although!he!considers!the!healthcare!system!in!Spain!to!be!better,!he!is!stuck!

in!the!UK!because!of!his!precariousness.!!

Migrants’!awareness!of!the!quality!of!particular!resources!in!specific!welfare!systems!

are! sometimes! linked! to! the! “welfare! magnet”! and! “welfare! tourism”! hypothesis.! For!

respondents!in!this!study,!however,!it!is!not!so!much!the!knowledge!of!welfare!resources!in!

the!UK!which!motivates!onward!moves,!but! the!destabilization! in!Spain!and!the!chance!of!

relying!on!family!networks!in!London!(see!also!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2019).!To!them,!a!crucial!

resource!is!employment,!rather!than!possible!social!benefits!(Giulietti!2014).!At!the!same!time,!

employment! is! not! the! same! as! “opportunity”,! as! Ramón! acknowledges:! the! high! living!

expenses!have!to!be!subtracted!from!the!low!wages!of!lowMskilled!jobs!in!London,!while!social!

security! contributions! are! not! exportable! everywhere.! Also! the! common! assumptions! of!

“welfare!tourism”!fail!to!hold!up!in!this!study:!several!respondents!claimed!to!prefer!the!public!

healthcare!system!of!Spain!over!that!in!the!UK!causing!them!even!to!go!back!to!their!previous!

country!of!residence!(see!also!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!Moreover,!in!times!of!Brexit,!they!

appear!to!face!more!and!more!obstacles!in!the!access!to!benefits!(e.g.!housing)!(see!also!Mas!

2016).!!

                                                
189!See!page!190!(chapter!4).!!
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Finally,!another!component!of!circulatory!capability!is!will.!Because!the!will!of!migrants!

is!challenged!by!their!affected!capacity!of!being! involved! in!providing!support!to!scattered!

family!members,!this!gives!rise!to!negotiations!on!which!types!of!family!members!and!domains!

should! be! given! priority.! This! dimension! is! also! influenced! by! migrants’! socioMeconomic!

conditions.!For!instance,!in!Mario’s!case,!he!has!no!choice!but!to!ignore!requests!for!support!

from!his!TSP!space,!and!this!makes!him!feel!guilty!of!not!being!able!to!ensure!his!ill!mother!in!

Ecuador.!But!this!is!less!of!an!issue!in!the!case!of!the!more!privileged!Martha!and,!to!a!certain!

extent,!Ramón,!when!engaging!in!TSP!arrangements!across!several!countries.!This!aspect!may!

entail!painful!consequences!for!the!relationships!within!transnational!families,!shaped!as!they!

are!by!expectations!by!family!members!in!need!and!past!reciprocity!involvements.!

!

6.3.4!Diffuse!Circulation!of!Support!as!a!Compensatory!
Adaptation!to!Constraining!Environments!
!

The!framework!of!circulatory!capabilities!is!more!suitable!to!be!applied!to!individual!

family!members.!It!is!useful,!however,!even!if!implying!challenges,!to!seek!to!understand!TSP!

family! systems! in! an! extended! TSP! space! on! the! whole.190! In! this! context,! Baldassar! and!

Merlas’! (2014)! “care! circulation! framework”! is! a! helpful! notion,! pertaining! to! circular!

reciprocity!mechanisms!shaped!by!time.!!

In!contrast!to!studies!on!a!profitable!management!of!TSP!across!several!countries,!in!

this!study!the!migration!trajectories!of!onward!migrants!are!not!strategic!and!premeditated.!

They! relate! to! the! insecurity! of! resources! between! the! two! countries! that! they! normally!

manage,!implying!amplified!vulnerabilities!and!constraints!(see!also!Mas!2016;!McIlwaine!and!

Bunge!2019).!In!this!context,!“onward!migrants!traverse!wider!structures!of!disadvantage!in!

situ! and! through! mobility! in! different! places”! (McIlwaine! and! Bunge! 2019,! p.! 1).! The!

inhospitable! Brexit! situation! entails! further! insecurities,! and! at! this! stage! the! migrants!

featured!in!this!study!are!not!young!anymore.!Most!are!in!their!fifties!and!sixties,!thus!subject!

to!specific!vulnerabilities!and!less!capable!of!adapting!to!new!contexts.!Their!migratory!capital!

or! career! (Ramos! 2017),! which! is! grounded! in! their! previous! international! migration!

experience,!hardly!compensates!the!risks!of!having!to!adapt!to!other!circumstances!in!a!new!

country!yet!again.!For!these!reasons,!the!expansion!of!migrants’!TSP!space!in!this!study!rather!

                                                
190!See!pp.!65M67!(chapter!1).!!
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reflects! a! compensatory! adaptation
191

! to! constraining! environments! marked! by! repeated!

contextual!destabilizations,!in!the!form!of!“transnational!resilience!strategies”!(Kilkey!and!Urzi!

2017).!!

When!considering!transnational!family!systems!on!the!whole!in!their!complementary!

provisions!in!time,!however!extended!across!several!countries,!a!diffuse!circulation!of!support!

can!be!observed!(e.g.!Palash!and!BabyMCollin!2018).!Such!mechanism!is!extended!in!terms!of!

1)!involved!family!members!(without!following!direct!reciprocity!logics),!2)!time!frames!over!

which!indirect!reciprocity!takes!place,!and!3)!multiple!countries!involved.!In!such!TSP!systems!

flows!of!people!and!resources!circulate!multiMdirectionally,!and!provisions!are!influenced!by!

the! contextual! circumstances,! such! as! economic! destabilizations! (as! in! this! study),! and! by!

family!members’!needs!shaped!by!the!course!of!their!life.!

They!adopt!flexible!readjustments!with!the!passing!of!support!responsibilities192!and!

reversals!of!varied!provisions,!as!form!of!social!reproduction!across!space!and!time.!More!than!

territorially! bounded! welfare! provisions,! this! crossMborder! socioMspatial! adaptation! and!

flexibility!is!supposed!to!ensure!transnational!families!coping!with!constraining!circumstances.!

This! is! all! the!more! important! because!welfare! systems! are!mainly! conceived! for! nuclear!

sedentary!families!and!are!subject!to!cuts! in!the!context!of!austerity!measures.!Moreover,!

while! in! this! case! study! the! logic! of! families! is! collective! and! familyMoriented,! welfare!

provisions! seem! to! reflect! increasingly! an! individualist!orientation! (Dahmen!2014;!Navické!

2015).!Their!flexibility!is!more!adaptive!than!strategic!(Ong!1999;!Carnegie,!2002)!because!it!

is! meant! to! compensate! constraints! and! risks! rather! than! implying! an! accumulation! of!

resources.!

When!family!members!are!dispersed!across!more!than!two!countries,!more!intense!

and! frequent!provisions!are!addressed! to!parents! (see!also!FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015)!and!

children!(Trémon!2011;!Ong!2002)!in!other!countries.!TSP!ties!may!also!involve!siblings!and!

extended!family,!as!is!observable!in!the!four!stories!in!the!first!part!of!this!chapter!(see!also!

                                                
191! The! term!adaptation! relates! to! the!nexus!between!populations!and! their! environments,! as!often!used! in!
studies! on! environmental! hazards.! It! is! employed! by! sociologists,! geographers! and! ethnographers! in!
contemporary!urban!settings!to!explore!how!individuals,!households!and!communities!respond!to!and!cope!with!
new!experiences!(e.g.!migration,!poverty,!violence)!and!settings!(e.g.!the!city)!(Gregory!et!al.!2009).!This!notion!
is!often!linked!to!resilience,!also!in!relation!to!the!volatile!world!of!our!modern!risk!society!(Shimizu!and!Clark!
2019),!including!the!effects!of!the!global!recession!(AysaMLastra!and!Cachón!2015).!!
192!This!was!also!shown!in!the!other!empirical!chapters,!with!respect!to!migrants!affected!in!their!support!capacity!
who! rely! on! other! family!members!who! find! themselves! at! the! other! end! of! their! transnational! family! life,!
ensuring!needs!of!other!interrelated!family!members.!See!for!example!Rosa’s!story!page!169!(chapter!4).!
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Serra!2019).!Ties!between!parents!and!children!are!more!regular,!whereas!those!with!siblings!

involve! more! punctual! provisions.193! Moreover,! income! and! housing! more! prominently!

emerge!as!crucial!social!protection!areas!in!this!case!study.!

As! shown! in! this! chapter,!management! of! the! TSP! space! is!marked! by! inequalities!

(Lafleur!and!Vivas!2018;!Faist!2019),!and!when!it!is!enlarged,!these!even!grow!more!significant.!

In!this!respect,!the!two!sections!provide!a!comparative!analysis!of!the!different!situations!and!

manners!of!managing!TSP!across!several!countries!by!low!SES!and!high!SES!families,194!in!their!

complexity!of!spatial!and!temporal!readjustments.!As!such!these!sections!discuss!the!reasons!

motivating!migrants!to!expand!the!TSP!space! in!these!two!types!of!families.!These!directly!

influence!migrants’! social!mobility! trajectories,! the! interaction! between! families! and! their!

social!protection!environments,!the!intraMfamiliar!support!and!relational!interplays,!and!the!

perspective!on!TSP!management!on!the!whole.!

!

6.3.4.1!Low!SES!Families:!Thick!Reciprocity!and!(Inter)dependence!
in!a!Delicate!Balance!
!
The!decision!to!increase!their!TSP!space!is!largely!a!forced!one!for!migrants!in!less!privileged!

transnational!families!such!as!Mario!and!Juan,!who!left!Spain!to!seek!their!fortune!in!London.!

This!onward!move!was!mostly!pushed!by!the!hope!of!finding!a!more!stable!labour!market,!

since!benefits!in!the!UK!are!mainly!allocated!to!nuclear!families!or!single!parents!with!children.!

Migrants! in! this! category! sometimes! migrated! to! England! with! debts! in! Spain! or! other!

countries!(see!also!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016;!2019).!

Many!migrants!in!this!category!have!to!struggle!with!downward!social!mobility!as!part!

of!their!trajectory!of!multiple!migrations.!In!fact,!as!Mario’s!and!Juan’s!cases!show,!in!England!

vulnerable!migrants!tend!to!end!up!in!the!homogenized!and!immobilized!as!well!as!precarious!

cleaning!sector.!They!fully!reflect!what!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!(2019,!p.!16)!conceptualize!as!

“onward!precarity”,!which! they!define!as!“multiMdimensional! and!entails! not! just! escaping!

precarity! in! one!place,! but! negotiating! it! in! different! structural! economic! and! institutional!

contexts!in!three!parts!of!the!globe,!two!different!immigration!regimes!and!across!three!key!

                                                
193!First!generation!migrants!(aged!between!40!and!60)!are!more!engaged!in!support,!both!with!their!parents,!as!
well! as! their! children! and! other! extended! family!members! scattered! across! different! countries.! Instead,! the!
generation!1.5,!which!only!represents!a!small!part!of!this!study’s!sample,!less!significantly!engages!in!support,!
however!intervening!when!their!close!family!members!are!in!need.!
194!On!the!categorization!of!low!and!high!SES!families!in!this!study,!see!pp.!92M93!(chapter!2).!
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temporal! periods”.! Their! repeated! readjustments! to! multiple! destabilizations! imply! a!

crescendo!of!vulnerabilities!along!their!spatially!unstable!trajectories.!Juan!is!a!case!in!point:!

from!being!a!manager!in!preMcrisis!Quito!and!adapting!to!being!a!breeder!in!Murcia!to!working!

in!the!cleaning!in!London!and!even!becoming!a!homeless!in!London.!If!less!extreme!a!case,!

Mario!had!to!deal!with!living!in!overcrowded!flats,!trying!hard!to!keep!afloat!and!deal!with!the!

cost!of!living!in!London.!!

In! their! interaction! and! use! of! diverse! social! protection! environments,! their!

adaptations! implied! important!risks,!which! is!true! in!particular!for!elderly!migrants!such!as!

Juan.!The!recurring!economic!crisis!seriously!hit!their!families,!causing!losses!for!most!who!

invested!in!properties!in!Spain.!Regarding!those!who!invested!in!real!estate!in!Ecuador,!this!

tended!to!proceed!slowly,!with!ongoing!construction!projects!still!representing!constraints,!

before! becoming! a! resource! from! their! renting.! Concerning! state! provisions,! due! to! their!

precariousness,! families!of! this! type!often!have! limited!years!of!contributions!to!the!social!

security!systems!and!are!more!in!need!of!assistance.!At!the!same!time,!access!to!welfare!in!

Europe!is!constrained!by!austerity!measures.!In!the!context!of!Brexit!and!migrants’!access!to!

entitlements!in!the!UK,!the!mediation!of!NGO!support!of!migrants’!social!rights!is!important!

(see! also! Mas! 2016).! Moreover,! the! benefits! for! families! in! Ecuador! are! very! low,! while!

occasional!money!transfers!from!migrants!may!even!put!these!marginal!benefits!at!risk.195!In!

sum,!the!use!of!transnational!environments!by!these!families!largely!implies!constraints!and!

risks,!rather!than!allowing!them!to!optimize!resources.!

At!the!intraMfamiliar!level!it!can!be!observed!that!before!the!global!recession!their!TSP!

ties!were!more!conventional.!Migrants!pay!for!diverse!needs!of!families!in!Ecuador,!and!this!

is! reciprocated! through! diverse! services! pertaining! to! their! properties,! paperwork! or!

bureaucracy,! and! providing! care! to! their! children.! The! crisis! of! 2008! prompted! several!

readjustments!of!TSP!involvements,!with!some!responsibilities!being!passed!on!to!other!family!

members.!This!happens!for!example!when!migrants’!siblings!step!in!to!ensure!the!income!and!

healthcare!of!their!parents,!as!did!Mario’s!sister!in!Ecuador,!or,!as!in!the!case!of!Juan’s!family,!

the!effort!of!his!siblings!in!Spain!aimed!at!providing!medicines!to!his!wife!in!Ecuador.!!

As!such,!these!families!are!marked!by!great!(inter)dependence!and!intense!reciprocity!

ties,! often! encompassing! extended! intergenerational! family! ties.! In! this! sense,! in! these!

families!there!is!a!thick!density!and!branching!of!the!diffuse!circulation!of!support,!and!a!more!

                                                
195!See!page!188!(chapter!4).!
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generalized!reciprocity!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019;!see!also!Sahlins!1974).!Diverse!types!of!

provisions!by!family!members!in!the!different!countries!encouraged!other!provisions!at!other!

points!in!time.!Although!the!available!resources!were!not!abundant,!families!combined!and!

adjusted!them!in!synergic,!collaborative!functioning,!requiring!a!complex!coordination!(Serra!

and! Mazzucato! 2019;! FréguinMGresh! et! al.! 2015).! MultiMdirectional! resource! flows! are!

complementary,! heterogeneous! and! asymmetric,! while! maintaining! delicate! balances! of!

resource!distributions.!This!is!illustrated!by!Juan’s!family,!in!which!family!members!across!the!

three! countries! combined! a! puzzle! of! varied! resources! ensuring! diverse! needs.! Similar!

arrangements!involved!migrant!siblings!in!distinct!countries!(such!as!Spain,!Italy!and!the!US),!

punctually!ensuring!urgent!concerns,!such!as!their!parents’!healthcare!(see!also!Palash!and!

Serra!forthcoming).!Nevertheless,!such!crossMborder!cooperation!and!symbiosis!may!not!last!

because!they!imply!a!delicate!balance.!In!fact,!when!needs!and!constraints!are!predominant!

with!respect!to!resources!to!be!distributed,!and!if!for!diverse!reasons!there!is!a!low!degree!of!

collaboration!between!scattered!family!members,!TSP!ties!have!to!be!interrupted,!due!to!their!

unsustainability.! This! can!be!observed! in!Mario’s! family,!whose!members!had! to!establish!

priorities.!Pressure!associated!with!specific!expectations,!which!in!an!enlarged!TSP!space!may!

be!more!challenging!to!respond!to,!sometimes!lead!to!tensions!and!breakage!of!protective!

and!relational!ties.196!!

By! and! large,! then,! the! management! of! TSP! across! several! countries! is! hardly!

affordable!for!this!category!of!families,!and!sometimes!this!even!involves!a!risky!game,!as!in!

the!case!of!property!investments!that!become!constraining.!While!it! is!possible!to!suspend!

investments!in!housing!constructions!or!renovations!in!Ecuador,!mortgages!in!Spain!become!

unsustainable,!and!this!indeed!resulted!in!the!loss!of!investments!for!many!a!migrant!in!this!

group.!Migrants! are! obliged! to! establish! priorities! and! to! suspend! TSP! ties!with! particular!

polarities!within! their!TSP! space,!perhaps!having! to! restrict! it! to! its!previous! configuration!

between!two!countries,!such!as!the!ones!managed!before!the!recession.!However,!instead!of!

encompassing!Spain!and!Ecuador,!in!many!cases!the!challenges!included!Spain!and!England,!

at!least!for!a!period.!Consequently,!their!provisions!have!to!be!hierarchically!stratified!in!terms!

of!recipients!and!domains!to!prioritize,!focusing!on!closer!family!ties!with!whom!they!have!

stronger!moral!responsibilities,!specifically!their!children!and!parents.!However,!if!these!are!

localized! across! different! countries,! as! in! the! case! of!Mario,! this! produces! frustration! for!

                                                
196!See!for!example!page!177!(chapter!4).!!
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migrants,! who! expect! other! interrelated! family! members! to! participate! in! the! diffuse!

circulation!of!support.!It!is!not!certain!that!(re)enabling!ties!in!an!extended!TSP!space!will!be!

sustainable!in!time.!In!sum,!managing!an!enlarged!TSP!space!may!become!“a!rope!around!the!

neck”! and! is!hardly! affordable! for! precarious! families,!with! both! their! present! and! future!

blurred!by!uncertainties.!

!

6.3.4.2!High!SES!Families:!Thin!Reciprocity!and!Autonomy!in!a!More!
Secure!Situation!
!
The!situation!of!more!privileged!families!is!different.!First!of!all,!migrants!may!more!or!less!

freely!decide!to!enlarge!their!TSP!space.!If!in!the!case!of!Ramón!such!decision!was!a!response!

to! the! recession! impacting! his! income! and! his! mortgaged! property! in! Barcelona,! Martha!

decided!to!migrate!to!England!to!take!advantage!of!a!better!salary.!

Migrants! in! this!more! privileged! category! are!more! capable! of! resisting! downward!

mobility.!Ramón!is!aware!of!this,!and!as!other!more!privileged!migrants!in!this!study,!and!he!

is!willing!to!adapt!to!work!in!another!country!in!a!less!fancy!job!only!for!a!specific!period.!The!

more!privileged!migrants! in! this!study!do!not!have!significant!support!burdens,!which!also!

plays!a!role!on!their!manner!to!better!resist!downward!mobility,!as!in!the!case!of!Martha!as!

well.!

Moreover,!the!families!of!these!migrants!tend!to!be!in!a!more!established!and!solid!

situation,! both! in! Ecuador! and! in! Europe,! with! greater! securities! concerning! housing!

investments!and/or!future!pensions.!They!manage!to!cope!better!with!the!vulnerabilities!of!

migrant!life!through!their!ownership!of!properties!in!Ecuador,!the!value!of!which!was!actually!

going!up!when!the!job!situation!in!Spain!was!getting!worse.!This!property!also!represents!a!

security!for!their!future,!when!their!income!will!be!covered!by!a!state!pension!only!in!part!at!

best.!Their!use!of!social!protection!environments!basically!involves!sustaining!and,!to!a!certain!

extent,!accumulating!resources!linked!to!social!protection.!In!fact,!both!Martha!and!Ramón!

decided!to!extend!their!TSP!space!in!order!to!increase!or!preserve!their!key!resources!linked!

to!income!and!housing.!Migrants!in!this!category!have!more!access!to!the!international!supply!

of!particular!resources,!such!as!better!healthcare! in!the!previous!country!of!residence!or!a!

temporary! job! in! another! country.! Accordingly,! they! have! greater! freedom! to! choose! a!

particular!standard!of!living!in!the!involved!countries!(Nussbaum!and!Sen!1993).!
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Their!greater!independence!and!autonomy!can!also!be!observed!at!the!intraMfamiliar!

level.!Their!TSP!ties!having!been!less!crucial!than!those!in!low!income!families!(Lafleur!and!

Vivas!2018)!in!the!past!already,!at!this!later!stage!of!their!migration!these!mainly!consisted!in!

organizational!provisions!from!Ecuador!linked!to!migrants’!properties,!and!sometimes!reverse!

remittances! ensuring!migrants.! The! fact! that! their! relatives! in! Ecuador!were! rarely! needy!

helped!migrants!to!consolidate!their!situation! in!Europe.!The!migrants! in!this!study!mainly!

focused!on!occasional!support!to!their!elderly!parents!“back!home”,!mainly!motivated!rather!

by!filial!moral!obligations!than!by!serious!risks!faced!by!their!parents.!As!in!the!case!of!Ramón’s!

case,!they!have!a!retirement!pension,!an!in!other!instances!they!may!have!income!from!rented!

properties.!The!circulation!of!support!in!these!families!is!less!diffuse,!less!urgent!and!because!

of!the!greater!autonomy!of!members!of!these!more!privileged!transnational!family!networks,!

they! seem! to! suffer! less! from! relational! tensions! with! respect! to! expectations! and!

responsibilities!of!support.!

On! the! whole,! their! management! of! an! enlarged! TSP! space! implies! less! risks! and!

constraints!than!for!the!greater!part!of!underprivileged!families!in!this!study.!The!circulation!

of!provisions!is!thinner!and!less!multiMdirectional,!with!an!important!role!of!reverse!economic!

flows197,!which!already!existed!in!the!period!of!first!migration!and!reacquired!importance!after!

the!recent!recession.!In!particular!in!these!families!it!is!possible!to!observe!how!the!economic!

value!of!immobile!properties!is!flexibly!managed!across!the!TSP!space.!Still,!their!managing!of!

TSP!across!several!countries!is!more!often!adaptive!rather!than!fully!strategic.!In!fact,!both!

Ramón!and!Martha!temporarily!enlarged!their!TSP!space!to!three!countries,!but!they!mainly!

intended!to!manage!it!across!two!countries,!if!not,!ultimately,!in!just!one!country,!as!wealthier!

respondents!in!this!study!prefer!to!do.!Unlike!vulnerable!families,!however,!privileged!families!

can!better!program!their!present,!and!at!the!same!time!make!plans!about!their!future.!For!

instance,! Martha! plans! the! better! options! to! spend! her! future! old! age! and! manage! her!

property! investment,! while! Ramón! who! has! a! better! situation! with! respect! to! pension!

entitlements!makes!the!same!plans!visMàMvis!state!provisions.!

!

!

! !

                                                
197!See!chapter!5.!
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6.4!Conclusion!
!
In! this! chapter! I! identified! and! analysed! the! complex! TSP! arrangements! across! multiple!

countries!organized!by!Ecuadorian!families.!The!results!pertain!to!the!literature!on!migration,!

transnational! families! and! TSP! in! a! number! of! ways.! First,! the! results! show! that! social!

protection!arrangements!in!transnational!families!may!encompass!multiple!countries,!going!

beyond!the!conventional!bipolar!consideration!of!the!dynamics!involved!between!the!country!

of!origin!and!one!main!receiving!country.!As!it!turned!out,!migrants’!spatial!trajectories!often!

involve!multiple!migrations!(see!also!Mas!2017;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019),!including!postM

crisis! return! “back! home”! and! reMemigrations—linked! to! the! particular! challenges! of! job!

market!reintegration—giving!rise!to!more!complex!transnational!ties.!In!contrast!to!studies!

which!frame!transnational!families!as!extending!their!usual!TSP!space!to!take!advantage!of!

resources! in!other! countries! (Trémon!2011;!Ong!1999;!Ma!Mung!1999;!Ho!2002;! see!also!

Bryceson!2019;!Carnegie!2002),!!the!reality!of!families!which!are!hit!by!several!economic!crises!

is!quite!different.!!Rather!than!reflecting!an!opportunistic!strategy,!the!extension!of!their!TSP!

space!actually!represents!a!compensatory!reactive!adaptation!to!constraining!environments.!

For! them,! organizing! family! and! social! protection! concerns! across! several! countries!

predominantly!goes!together!with!specific!challenges!and!risks.! In!fact,!most!migrants!who!

engage!in!this!frequently!risky!game!appear!to!have!to!deal!with!a!progressively!downward!

mobility,!involving!an!accumulation!of!vulnerabilities!and!constraints!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!

2019).!!

Secondly,! findings! of! this! chapter! theoretically! contribute! to! the! understanding! of!

transnational! families! through! the! integration! of! a! socioMspatial! approach! of! their! TSP!

arrangements.! For! this! purpose,! I! combined! the! perspectives! of! “circulatory! capability”!

(FréguinMGresh!et!al.!2015)!and!the!“care!circulation!framework”!(Baldassar!and!Merla!2014),!

in!order!to!examine!TSP!arrangements!at!an!individual!and!at!a!family!level.!As!suggested!by!

the!results,!both!of!these!dimensions!are!affected!by!a!family’s!socioMeconomic!conditions,!

differently!shaping!their!diffuse!circulation!of!support!mechanism.!Such!a!TSP!system!from!

below!is!extended!in!terms!of!1)!the!family!members!involved,!not!following!direct!reciprocity!

logics;!2)!timeframes!over!which!such!indirect!reciprocity!takes!place;!and!3)!an!enlarged!TSP!

space! encompassing!multiple! countries! (see! also! Palash! and!BabyMCollin! 2018).! In! such! an!

extended!TSP!space,! families!dynamically!adjust! resources!and!constraints! through!spatial,!

financial,!material!and!organizational!practices,!in!multiMdirectional!transactions.!This!results!
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in!flexible!socioMspatial!adaptations,!involving!the!passing!on!of!support!responsibilities!and!

reversals!of!varied!provisions,!as!a!form!of!social!reproduction!across!space!and!time.!This!is!

shaped! by! external! conditions! linked! to! specific! environments! and! inner! family! dynamics!

related!to!emerging!needs!along!the!life!course!and!relational!ties!of!the!people!involved.!The!

circulations!of!family!members!and!multifaceted!resources!coordinated!across!an!extended!

TSP!space!ensure!intertwined!social!protection!areas!(Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!!

The!mechanism!of! circulation! of! support! across! several! countries!works! differently!

according!to!families’!socioMeconomic!status!(e.g.!Lafleur!and!Vivas!2018).!On!the!one!hand,!

in! the! greater! part! of! vulnerable! families! there! is! a! thick! reciprocity! branching! between!

extended!family!members!and!their!greater!(inter)dependence.!However,!this!is!challenged!

by! a! delicate! balance! between! scarce! scattered! resources! and! overwhelming! constraints,!

often!resulting!in!an!involuntary!limiting!of!the!TSP!space!to!the!conventional!model!across!

two!countries,!prioritizing!closer!family!members!(as!parents!and!children)!and!suspending!

other!TSP!ties.!On!the!other!hand,!in!a!minor!group!of!more!privileged!families!with!a!more!

secure!situation!there!is!a!thinner!reciprocity!and!greater!autonomy!among!family!members!

as!well!as!with!respect!to!state!entitlements.!Their!periodic!extension!of!the!TSP!space!is!more!

a!choice,!but!still!they!prefer!to!manage!TSP!across!two!main!countries,!with!a!significant!role!

of!reverse!economic!flows!mobilized!from!Ecuador!and!flexibly!used!to!ensure!migrants’!needs!

in!Europe.!According!to!where!migrants’!investments!have!been!placed,!properties!turned!out!

to!be!either!an!insurance!or!a!catastrophe,!due!to!unpredictable!circumstances!not!linked!to!

strategical!tactics,!like!the!real!estate!surplus!in!Ecuador!or!the!real!estate!bubble!in!Spain.!

The! key! area! of! housing! for! transnational! families! has! largely! been! overlooked! in! the!

burgeoning!literature!on!TSP!so!far.!

The! coping! flexibility!mechanism! of! transnational! families! does! not! really! relate! to!

rationalist!assumptions!of!migrants’!opportunistic!use!of!resources!in!other!countries,!as!for!

the!conceptualizations!of!“flexible!citizenship”!(Ong!1999)!or!“strategic!flexibility”!(Carnegie!

2002).!These!framings!tend!to!be!linked!to!economic!theories!on!utilityMmaximizing!subjects!

(Batista!and!Umblijs!2016).!Instead,!the!flexibility!in!the!families!in!this!study!is!more!adaptive!

than!strategic,!as!it!compensates!constraints!and!risks!in!their!usual!environments,!more!than!

implying!an!accumulation!of!resources.!This!mechanism!may!result!important!in!the!volatile!

modern!risk!society!(Shimizu!and!Clark!2019;!AysaMLastra!and!Cachón!2015).!These!more!or!

less! collective! mechanisms! of! social! protection! ensure! the! allocations! of! resources! and!
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contrast! with! the! trend! of! individualist! orientation! of! welfare! provisions! (Dahmen! 2014;!

Navické!2015).!!

Last!but!not!least,!and!in!particular!regarding!welfare!concerns,!their!consideration!in!

this!study!fills!a!gap!in!the!literature!on!TSP!as!managed!across!several!countries!(an!exception!

is! Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2019).! The! main! related! finding! concerns! migrants’! working!

contributions,!already!challenged!by!the!informality!often!experienced!in!the!Ecuadorian!and!

Spanish!labour!markets,!which!are!even!more!compromised!across!several!countries.!This!is!

due!to!the!fragmentation!of!the!portability!of!social!security!rights!across!countries,!which!

leads!to!their!immobilization!(see!also!Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming).!Moreover,!the!findings!

of!this!study!demystify!the!assumptions!of!both!the!welfare!magnet!hypothesis!(Borjas!1999)!

and!welfare!tourism!(Guild!et!el.!2013).!!More!than!being!motivated!by!the!resource!of!British!

state!provisions—a!prominent!rhetoric!characterizing!the!official!Brexit!discourse!towards!EU!

citizens—migrants’!onward!move!to!England!is!mainly!related!to!better!employability,!as!well!

as!to!the!economic!and!real!estate!crisis!in!Spain!and!the!presence!of!migrants’!own!family!

networks! (Giulietti! 2014;! McIlwaine! and! Bunge! 2019).! However,! migrants! face! labour!

(in)“opportunities”!in!London!mainly!in!further!deskilled!jobs,!while!several!social!protection!

areas!are!considered!to!be!worse!by!migrants,!among!which!overcrowded!housing!conditions,!

challenging! care! of! children! without! a! consolidated! social! network,! and! inefficient! public!

healthcare.!Regarding!the!latter,!migrants!have!to!circulate!to!ensure!this!need!in!the!previous!

country! of! residence! (see! also! Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2018),! as! is! actually! true! of! British!

pensioners! in! Spain! as!well! (Hall! and! Hardill! 2016).! For!migrants!who! find! themselves! on!

unstable!transnational!pathways,!the!uprooting!of!going!round!in!circles!(Skeldon!2012)!may!

limit!their!“resistant!capability”!(Rosignoli!2018;!Nussbaum!2000)!related!to!their!claiming!of!

social!rights!and!a!social!contract!with!welfare!states!where!they!work!and!have!ties.!

In! a! context! of! austerity!measures! in! Europe,! family! resources! appear! to! be!more!

crucial! than! welfare! provisions,! even! for! dual! EU! (SpanishMEcuadorian)! citizens.! Family!

resources!encompass!a!range!of! familyMowned!financial!means!deriving! from!employment,!

properties! in! the! country! of! origin! and! organizational! mobilization! of! scattered! family!

members,! including! reverse! remittances! (Mazzucato! 2011).! The! role! of! reverse! economic!

flows!in!order!to!secure!the!TSP!of!migrants!is!often!fundamental!to!migrants!in!Spain!and,!

more!rarely,!in!the!UK!(Palash!and!BabyMCollin!2018).!
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Although!studies!on!TSP!across!several!countries!are!complex,!both!in!their!realization!

and!their!analytical!process,!more!evidence!from!such!studies!is!needed.!In!fact,!they!increase!

the!understanding!of!the!contemporary!transnationalization!dynamics,!as!also!influenced!by!

increasing! contextual! destabilizations! worldwide.! In! the! postMcrisis! austerity! era,! even!

privileged! EU! citizens! face! more! and! more! obstacles! in! accessing! social! protection! in! a!

migration!context!within!the!EU!as!well!as! in! transferring!their!social! rights!across!borders!

(Guild!et!al.!2013;!Lafleur!and!Mescoli!2018).!When!it!comes!to!multiple!receiving!contexts!

and!precarized!citizens,!going!around!in!circles!seems!to!imply!even!more!risks,!due!to!greater!

exclusions,!marginality!and!uprooting.!

!

! !



! 275!

!

!

!

!

CONCLUSION!
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Main!Empirical!Findings!and!Contribution!to!the!
Literature!
!
In!this!dissertation!I!examined!how!Ecuadorian!transnational!families!organize!and!manage!

social! protection! concerns! across! their! origin! country,! Spain! and! England.! Specifically,! I!

analysed!the!practices,!logics!and!social!protection!environments!influencing!social!protection!

arrangements!organized!by!families!across!state!borders!aimed!to!cover!diverse!needs.!The!

main!objective!of!this!dissertation!is!to!contribute!theoretically!and!methodologically!to!the!

body!of!literature!of!migration,!transnational!families!and!transnational!social!protection!(TSP)!

by!adopting!a!transnational!lens.!!

To!this!end,! I!comprehensively! integrated!two!separate!bodies!of! literature.!One!of!

them!is!the!bulk!of!literature!on!migrants’!social!protection,!focused!on!their!access!to!welfare!

systems!in!the!receiving!countries!and!the!portability!of!social!security!entitlements!between!

origin! and! destination! (Sabates! Wheeler! and! Feldman! 2011;! HagenMZanker! et! al.! 2017;!

Holzmann!and!Jørgensen!2001).!The!other!body!of!literature!is!that!on!transnational!families,!

which!tends!to!look!at!informal!family!arrangements!yet!rarely!integrates!a!focus!on!welfare!

concerns! (exceptions! are! Serra! and!Mazzucato! 2019;! Lafleur! and! Vivas! 2018).! Building! on!

these! two! bodies! of! literature,! I! adopt! a! transnational! perspective! characterized! by! close!

attention!for!families’!everyday!situations!and!experiences!and!acknowledgment!of!migrants’!

crossMborder! links! with! their! country! of! origin! and! distinct! receiving! contexts.! Apart! from!

provisions!from!the!related!states!and!informal!family!resources,!I!also!considered!provisions!

from!other!actors!as!the!private!sector!and!the!third!sector!(Levitt!et!al.!2017).!

The!dissertation!focuses!on!Ecuadorian!migrants,!representing!one!of!the!main!Latin!

American!migrant!communities!in!Europe.!After!several!years!spent!in!Europe,!many!of!them!

have!also!become!citizens!of! the!EU,!holding! Spanish! citizenship.!As! such! they!make!up!a!

hybrid!category!overlooked!in!the!literature!on!TSP!merits,!in!terms!of!the!assessment!of!their!

practical!access!to!formally!granted!entitlements!in!the!receiving!contexts.!More!in!general,!

the!dual!citizenship!status!mirrors!a!wider!transnationalization!process!of!social!rights!(Fox!

2005;!Bauböck!2017).!

The!main!research!question!of!this!dissertation!is:!How!do!Ecuadorian!transnational!

families! organize! transnational! social! protection! arrangements! across! Spain,! England! and!

Ecuador?!This! is! followed!by! the! subquestion:!How!do! specific!welfare,! labourWmarket!and!
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migration!conditions!and!family!needs!shape!transnational!social!protection!arrangements!in!

Ecuadorian!families?!!

I!developed!the!answers!to!these!research!questions!in!the!three!empirical!chapters!

(4M6),!and!below!I!will!discuss!the!findings!by!putting!them!into!perspective!in!relation!to!the!

relevant!literature.!

!

Chapter! 4! addresses! the! protective! practices! of! Ecuadorian!migrants! in! Europe!with! their!

families!in!Ecuador!in!their!provisions!evolving!in!time,!including!the!interrelated!challenges.!

Although!the! relevant! literature! tends! to!concentrate!on!migrants’!TSP!arrangements!with!

their!children!“left!behind”!(e.g.!Herrera!2013;!Parella!2007),!this!changed!over!time.!Today,!

in!fact,!members!of!this!migrant!group,!which!has!been!established!in!Europe!for!about!fifteen!

years,!address!TSP!arrangements! largely! to! their!now!elderly!parents,!as!well! as!extended!

family.!The!main!social!protection!domains!covered!by!migrants!are!income!and!healthcare!of!

their!families!in!Ecuador,!which!is!also!linked!to!specific!contextual!conditions.!Indeed,!due!to!

the! informality! of! the! Ecuadorian! labour! market,! migrants’! parents! are! rarely! entitled! to!

retirement!pension,!which!is!true!in!particular!for!women.!Moreover,!state!assistance!for!lowM

income!persons!is!minimal.!Regarding!healthcare,!families!in!Ecuador!prefer!to!use!the!more!

efficient!private!health!services,!which!represents!a!constant!financial!burden!for!migrants.!

Protective!arrangements!also!include!medication!sent!from!Spain!where!it!is!more!affordable!

than! in!Ecuador.! The! findings!of! this! study! thus!add!a!new!dimension! to! the! literature!on!

transnational! families! primarily! devoted! to! migrants’! TSP! arrangements! visMàMvis! children!

“back!home”!(Parreñas!2005;!Herrera!2013;!Mazzucato!and!Dito!2018).!As!my!argument!in!

this!study!reveals,!it!is!important!not!to!overlook!social!protection!needs!of!migrants’!aging!

parents,! who!may! be! growing! more! dependent! and! vulnerable! due! to! health! issues! and!

weaknesses!of!the!welfare!regime!in!place!in!Ecuador!(Palash!and!Serra!forthcoming).!

Although!money!transfers!and!sending!medication!from!Europe!represent!some!of!the!

more! impactful! ways! of! ensuring! families! “back! home”,! migrants’! TSP! practices! also!

encompass!other!support!modalities,!including!trips!to!Ecuador!to!assist!ill!family!members,!

sending! items!which!may!help! those!“left!behind”!to!generate! income,!offering!the!use!of!

properties! they!may! own! in! Ecuador! (such! as! a! house! left! behind! and! sitting! empty)! and!

offering!a!share!of!the!money!generated!through!ownership!of!properties!(such!as!rent).!These!
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complementary!forms!of!support!may!take!on!more!significance!when!migrants!themselves!

end!up!in!a!precarious!situation!in!Europe.!!

As! this! study! underlines,! the! felt! responsibility! to! provide! support! to! those! “back!

home”!proved!to!be!one!of!the!major!challenges!for!Ecuadorian!migrants!in!Europe!over!the!

past!decade.! This!became! clear! in!particular! after! the!2008! recession,!which! caused!great!

financial!problems!for!migrants!in!Spain!and!motivated!their!onward!move!to!try!their!luck!in!

the!UK.!But!their!own!difficulty!to!provide!for!themselves!as!migrants!also!complicated!their!

ability!to!provide!for!relatives!in!Ecuador,!or!this!at!least!forced!them!to!be!more!selective!in!

terms!of!beneficiaries.!Support!of!more!distant!relatives,!for!example,!seemed!to!grow!more!

dependent! on! their! past! or! present! reciprocal! engagements.! The! difficulties! linked! to!

migrants’!TSP!provisions!sometimes!result!in!relational!tensions!in!families,!which!may!well!be!

amplified! on! account! of! the! prolonged! physical! distance! between! family! members.! This!

analysis! of! the! effect! of! the! 2008! crisis! on! the! protective! arrangements! in! transnational!

families!has!so!far!been!underMinvestigated!in!the!literature!on!migration!and!TSP.!

Another!challenge!for!migrants’!TSP!provisions!pertains!to!the!mismatching!welfare!

systems!here!and!there!with!respect!to!the!needs!of!transnational! families.!This!occurs! for!

lowMincome!families!which!as!a!result!of!support!from!migrants!may!be!excluded!from!state!

entitlements.!This! conflicts!with!migrants’! sense!of!moral!obligation!and! is!an!obstacle! for!

families’! crossMborder! resource! allocation.! This! finding! contributes! to! the! literature! on!

transnational! families!and! transnational! social!protection,! showing! the!difficulties! faced!by!

families!separated!across!state!borders,!and!the!inadequacies!of!territorially!fixed!schemes!to!

cover!their!needs.!!

!

Chapter!5!centers!on!reciprocal!forms!of!support!provided!by!relatives!of!migrants!in!Ecuador!

through!“reverse!economic!flows”.!Specifically,!this!entails!money!transfers!from!Ecuador!to!

migrants!in!Europe,!and!these!funds!may!be!provided!either!by!relatives!of!migrants!“back!

home”!or!based!on!income!generated!through!ownership!of!properties!in!Ecuador!(such!as!

real!estate)!by!migrants!in!Europe!(Palash!and!BabyMCollin!2018).!This!elaboration!represents!

a!contribution!to!the!literature!on!transnational!families,!TSP!and!remittances,!since!migration!

research!tends!to!conceptualize!migrants!only!as!providers!of!social!protection!for!families!in!

their!country!of!origin.!These!findings!shows!that!migrants!themselves!may!also!have!social!

protection! needs,! which! are! transnational,! and! for! this! purpose! they! may! rely! on! their!
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extended! resource! environment! (Levitt! et! al.! 2017)! and! related! reverse! remittances!

(Mazzucato!2011)!sustained!by!migrants’!family!members!in!their!country!of!origin.!This!kind!

of!arrangement!became!even!more!crucial!in!the!context!of!recessions!and!welfare!austerity!

measures.!!

Reverse! economic! flows! from! Ecuador! mainly! originate! from! socioMeconomically!

privileged!families,!and!in!particular!money!transfers!from!migrants’!relatives!are!addressed!

to!longMsettled!economic!migrants,!rather!than!being!linked!to!parental!support!to!migrant!

children,!as!largely!suggested!by!the!literature!(Singh!and!Cabraal!2013).!For!instance,!these!

reverse! financial! provisions! help! to! secure!migrants! employed! in! lowMskilled! jobs,! such! as!

women!in!the!domestic!sector!who!are!excluded!from!receiving!unemployment!benefits!and!

face! labour! informality,! as! well! as! those! employed! in! skilled! jobs! on! flexible! contracts!

excluding!them!from!social!security!coverage!(Guamán!and!Illueca!2012;!ILO!2016).!!

This!finding!contributes!to!the!migrationMwelfare!nexus!literature.!In!fact,!it!shows!that!

even!when!access!to!welfare!entitlement!for!dual!citizens!is!formally!available!but!de!facto!

limited,!their!transnational! family!and!extended!resource!environment!“back!home”!act!as!

fundamental!social!protection!providers.!Many!migrants!in!this!study!faced!labour!informality!

in!the!origin!and!destination!countries,!and!their!pension!schemes!tend!to!be!minimal,!also!

due! to! being! in! deskilled! jobs! in! Europe,! often! because! of! downward!mobility.! For! those!

among! them!owning!properties! in!Ecuador,!which!have!gained!value! thanks! to! the! recent!

upswing!of!the!Ecuadorian!real!estate!market,!these!assets!represent!an!important!form!of!

social!protection,!not!often!provided!by!formal!welfare!provisions!(see!also!Palash!and!Serra!

forthcoming).!This!contrasts!with!the!framing!of!migrants!as!a!burden!on!EU!welfare!systems!

(Guild!et!al.!2013;!Razin!and!Sadka!1999;!Fernandes!2016)!and!reflects!a!more!complex!reality!

than!often!assumed!with! respect! to! resource! flows!between!South!and!North! (Mazzucato!

2011;!Palash!and!BabyMCollin!2018).!

Economic! provisions! from! “back! home”! are! closely! intertwined! with! diverse!

organizational! involvements! of! families! in! Ecuador,! whereby! ownership! of! properties!

represents!a!key!social!protection!area.!This!TSP!arrangement!mirrors!the!reverse!capacities!

and! related! readjustments! in! families! between! here! and! there,! as! linked! to! changing!

contextual! circumstances! and! evolving! family! needs! (Baldassar! and!Merla! 2014).! Reverse!

economic!flows!sometimes!entail!a!relational!alteration!of!interpersonal!balances!in!terms!of!

positionality,!dependency!and!power,!which!has!been!mainly!addressed!with!respect!to!the!
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conventional!idea!of!money!flows!going!from!receiving!to!origin!countries!(Yeoh!et!al.!2013;!

Martone!et!al.!2011).!Financial!transfers!from!families!in!Ecuador!entail!affective!dimensions,!

do!not!imply!direct!reciprocity,!and!are!extended!across!time.!

!
!
Finally,!chapter!6!shows!that!in!the!era!of!globalization!members!of!transnational!families!may!

not!uniquely!be! localized!across!two!countries,!the!focus!of!most!migration!studies.! In!this!

study! this! is! linked! to! repeated! contextual! crises,! with! ongoing! postM2008! recession!

reconfigurations,! and! to! migrants’! holding! of! dual! EU! citizenship,! facilitating! their!

international!mobility.!The!spatial!trajectories!of!dual!citizens!in!this!study!are!dynamic,!often!

implying!multiple!migrations!(see!also!Mas!2017;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019),!including!postM

crisis!return!“back!home”!and!reMemigrations,!which!result!in!more!complex!TSP!ties!(see!also!

Cortes!and!Faret!2009).!This!actually!challenges!the!steady!categories!of!“migrants”!and!“nonM

migrants”!and!the!analytical!process!of!studies!about!their!vicissitudes.!

Several!studies!frame!transnational!families!as!extending!their!usual!TSP!space!to!more!

than!two!countries!in!strategic!ways!in!order!to!take!advantage!of!resources!in!other!countries!

(Trémon! 2011;! Ong! 1999;! Ho! 2002),! however! for! families! having! to! cope! with! repeated!

economic!crises!this!rather!implies!a!risky!game!and!predominant!constraints.!In!fact,!in!their!

multiple! adaptations,! many! migrants! face! a! progressive! downward! mobility,! with! an!

accumulation!of!vulnerabilities!(see!also!McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2019).!

In!the!same!vein,!findings!of!this!study!seem!to!contrast!with!the!assumptions!of!the!

“welfare!magnet”!hypothesis!(Borjas!1999;!Guild!et!al.!2013),!which!nourished!recent!public!

Brexit!debates!in!the!years!of!austerity!(e.g.!Kilkey!2017).!In!line!with!other!empirical!evidence!

discrediting!this!hypothesis!(Giulietti!2014),!this!study!shows!that!the!onward!move!to!the!UK!

of! these! precarious! dual! EU! citizens! affected! by! the! recession! in! Spain! mainly! relates! to!

employment!and!family!network!motivations.!Moreover,!their!social!security!rights!are!not!

always!portable!across!all!the!countries!where!they!lived!and!have!ties,!which!often!implies!

their!loss.!

It!should!also!be!questioned!in!this!regard!to!what!extent!migrants’!territorial!ties!with!

the! places! and! countries! where! they! have! ties! and! anchoring! (Cortes! and! Pesche! 2013,!

Baldassar! and! Merla! 2013,! p.! 21)! are! linked! to! their! social! rights! and! appropriation! of!

resources! in! the!various!social!protection!environments! (see!Chapter!1,!Section!1.3.5).!For!

migrants! undertaking! a! secondary! move,! in! the! UK! this! may! for! example! relate! to! the!
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inhospitable!and!exclusionary!Brexit!context!of!welfare!restrain!for!migrants!although!they!

are!EU!citizens!(e.g.!Mas!2016;!Kilkey!2017).!A!similar!situation!is!faced!by!native!EU!citizens!

in!other!European!countries,!such!as!in!the!case!of!Italians!in!Belgium!(Lafleur!and!Mescoli!

2018).! If! in! austerity! years!due! to!welfare! cutbacks! social! protection! concerns! are! already!

challenged!for!natives!in!England,!for!recently!arrived!precarious!migrants,!relying!on!social!

protection!coverage!results!even!more!difficult.!This!is!further!worsened!by!insecure!labour!

integration! in! flexible! and! low! skilled! jobs,! exposing! migrants! to! further! social! risks.! For!

migrants!who!return! to!Ecuador! this!may!relate! to!greater! troubles! to! reintegrating! in! the!

labour!market.!!The!dispersive!anchoring!of!migrants!across!different!countries!seems!to!entail!

greater!challenges!when!it!comes!to!the!appropriation!of!resources!linked!to!social!protection,!

and! their!delegitimization!of!entitlement! claims.! In! this! sense,! an!enlarged!TSP! space!may!

imply!their!deterritorialization!with!respect!to!ties!with!places!and!appropriation!of!resources.!

For!migrants!who!find!themselves!on!unstable!transnational!pathways,!the!uprooting!

caused! by! going! around! in! circles! (Skeldon! 2012)! may! hinder! their! “resistant! capability”!

(Rosignoli!2018;!Nussbaum!2000)!in!relation!to!their!claims!of!social!rights!and!social!contract!

with!the!welfare!states!where!they!work!and!have!ties.!This!may!also!question!the!alluring!

notion!of!transnational!citizenship!(Bauböck!1994)!embodied!by!dual!citizens,!when!citizens!

are!treated!as!“precariat!denizens”!(Standing!2012)!and!their!citizenship!is!rather!undeserving!

and!precarious!(Lafleur!and!Mescoli!2018).!More!than!extending!citizenship!across!borders!in!

the!achievement!of!transnational!social!rights!(Faist!2007,!FischerMLescano!and!Möller!2016),!

such! dynamics! seem! to! strip! the! basic! value! of! citizenship,! creating! new! types! of! social!

exclusions.!In!a!context!of!austerity!measures!in!the!EU!justified!to!boost!economic!efficiency!

and! competitiveness,! even! EU! citizens! face! more! obstacles! in! accessing! social! protection!

within!EU!migration!contexts!(Bruzelius!et!al.!2017;!Lafleur!and!Mescoli!2018).!When!it!comes!

to! multiple! receiving! contexts! and! to! precarized! citizens! with! crossMborder! protective!

responsibilities,! going!around! in! circles! implies!even!more! risks,!due! to!greater!exclusions,!

marginality!and!uprooting.!This!needs!to!be!acknowledged!in!the!era!of!transnationalization!

and!recurring!contextual!socioMeconomic!destabilizations.!

This!chapter!shows!that!in!an!enlarged!TSP!space,!families!seek!to!rely!on!a!“diffuse!

circulation!of!support”!as!adaptive!TSP!mechanism,!extended!in!terms!of! involved!types!of!

family!members,! indirect! reciprocity,! timeframes! and! long! distances! (see! also! Palash! and!

BabyMCollin!2018).!These!flexible!socioMspatial!adaptations,!imply!the!passing!and!alternation!
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of!support!responsibilities!among!scattered!family!members,!which!are!particularly!important!

for!vulnerable!families.!This!finding!is!a!contribution!to!the!literature!on!transnational!families!

and!their!consideration!of!reciprocal!complementary!provisions!(Baldassar!and!Merla!2014;!

Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019).!Collective!capabilities!and!agency!constitute!a!central!dimension!

in! the!mechanism!of!diffuse! circulation!of! support! (Rosignoli! 2018)!but!as! they! take!place!

beyond!national!borders,!much!more!complex!organization!and!more!challenges!are!involved.!

These!forms!of!crossMborder!resilience!may!be!important!in!the!volatile!world!of!our!modern!

risk!society!(Shimizu!and!Clark!2019;!AysaMLastra!and!Cachón!2015).!In!this!study,!the!key!area!

flexibly! managed! across! borders! is! housing,! whereby! the! income! derived! from! migrants’!

properties!in!their!origin!country!is!transferred!to!the!migrant’s!adopted!country!as!part!of!a!

reverse!economic!flow.!This!social!protection!area!is!frequently!overlooked!in!the!burgeoning!

literature!on!transnational!social!protection.!

Limitations!of!This!Research!and!Avenues!for!Further!
Research!
!

This!study!has!retraced!the!complex!flows!of!provisions!and!people!in!transnational!families!

characterized! by!multiple! ties,! representing! an! innovative! contribution! in! the! literature! of!

migration,!transnational!families!and!TSP.!A!transnational!multiMsited!ethnography!makes!it!

possible!to!understand!how!specific!social!protection!environments!and!socioMcultural!norms!

shape!TSP!practices.!Moreover,!in!the!case!of!multiple!migrations!and!onward!moves!of!the!

same!(groups!of)!individuals,!this!method!allows!one!to!move!beyond!the!idea!of!the!bipolarity!

of!TSP!arrangements,!underlining!that!they!are!more!complexly!orchestrated!across!multiple!

countries.! In! an! increasingly! transnational! world,! migration! scholars! should! address! this!

research!agenda.!This!would!help!to!move!beyond!the!assumption!that!resource!flows!are!

unidirectional! from! North! to! South! (Palash! and! BabyMCollin! 2018;! Mazzucato! 2011).!

Complementing!a!transnational!multiMsited!research!by!a!matched!sample!(Mazzucato!2009a)!

has!been!useful!to!paint!a!more!complete!picture!of!TSP!arrangements,!because!this!method!

entails!careful!scrutiny!of!the!(in)congruences!of! information!through!direct!observation!of!

the!two!(or!more)!sides!at!play!in!transnational!family!life.!!

This! study! holistically! addressed! the! complexities! involved! in! research! of! actors! in!

multiple!countries!and!different!social!protection!areas!and!temporalities!at!the!microM,!mesoM!

and! macro! levels.! At! the! same! time,! such! comprehensive! approach! also! has! limitations.!
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Further!research!of!TSP!arrangements!may!uncover!new!insights,!then,!by!digging!deeper!into!

more!specific!issues.!For!example,!a!longitudinal!study!of!the!evolution!of!TSP!arrangements!

of!firstMgeneration!economic!migrants,!focusing!on!their!old!age,!may!be!more!likely!to!reveal!

intrinsic!shortcomings!of!the!state!arrangements!in!place!in!this!context.!It!would!be!useful!to!

assess!the!effectiveness!of!formal!schemes,!such!as!the!portability!of!pension!rights!(which!

are!still!subject!to!fragmentation!and!loss!if!extended!across!several!countries,!as!shown!in!

this! study).!Similarly,! it!would!be!productive! to! juxtapose! the!role!of! state!provisions! (also!

including!other!welfare!entitlements)!and!that!of!other!types!of!resources!aimed!at!covering!

migrants’! old! age,! such! as! those! tied! to! informal! networks.! In! a! context! of! the! ongoing!

privatization! of! social! protection,! regardless! of! whether! this! is! a! desirable! development,!

arrangements! involving! actors! in! the! private! and! third! sector! need! to! be! taken! into!

consideration!as!well.!

Another!avenue!for!research!is!greater!attention!for!specific!social!protection!domains.!

For! instance,! this!study!has!disclosed!the! importance!of! the!domain!of!housing,!which!has!

been!largely!overlooked!in!the!emerging!literature!on!TSP.!Further!studies!can!focus!on!crossM

border! arrangements! of! transnational! families! linked! to! this! area,!which! represents! a! key!

achievement!for!migrants,!not!only!ensuring!decent!housing!“back!home”,!but!also,!as!shown!

in!this!study,!potentially!representing!an!income.!On!the!other!hand,!when!decent!housing!

standards!are!not!met!in!the!receiving!contexts,!this!is!bound!to!hamper!family!reunifications!

(see!Berneri!2017,!p.!65).!More!in!general,!austerity!measures!have!implied!new!social!risks!

such! as! housing! exclusion,! which! especially! affect! vulnerable! populations! like! migrants!

(CECODHAS! 2012;! Abbé! Pierre! Foundation! and! FEANTSA! 2018).! It! is! up! to! social! science!

scholars!to!address!the!research!gap!on!this!crucial!social!protection!domain!by!adopting!a!

transnational!perspective.!

Policy!Recommendations!
!
The!analysis!of!this!dissertation!gives!rise!to!some!specific!policy!recommendations.!Two!of!

them!are! linked! to!Social! Security!Agreements! (SSA).!The!SSA!between!Spain!and!Ecuador!

ideally!represents!a!best!topMdown!TSP!practice!for!migrants!in!this!study,!if!compared!to!the!

absence!of!such!legal!instrument!between!Spain!and!England,!particularly!because!over!the!

past!decade!many!migrants!from!the!initial!cohort!have!moved!in!to!their!fifties!and!also!were!

affected!by!the!2008!economic!crisis!abroad.!However,!its!efficacy!is!also!limited!by!at!least!
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two!aspects.!First,!only!socioMeconomically!privileged!migrants!had!the!chance!of!totalizing!

sufficient!working!contributions,!thanks!to!occupations!in!the!formal!labour!market!in!Ecuador!

and! Europe,! in! order! to! have! access! to! pensions.! In! Spain! labour! informality,! already!

widespread!in!certain!ethnically!segmented!sectors!like!the!domestic!sector,!employing!many!

Ecuadorian! women,! further! worsened! with! the! 2008! recession.! Secondly,! the! pension!

contributions!of!migrants!who!worked!in!lowMpaying!jobs!and!often!experienced!downward!

mobility!in!the!receiving!countries!have!been!fairly!low,!in!particular!in!the!light!of!the!rising!

cost!of! living,!both! in!Ecuador!and! in!Europe! (e.g.!Palash!and!Serra! forthcoming),! and! this!

comes!with!quite!some!uncertainty!and!vulnerability!for!them!in!the!long!run.!!

In!this!regard!two!main!recommendations!can!be!made.!The!first!is!to!enhance!states’!

responsibility! in! origin! and! destination! (especially! Spain)! with! respect! to! the! control! of!

informality! in! the! labour!market,! thus!promoting! its! formalization! and!banning!precarious!

forms!of!work.!Apart!from!protecting!migrant!workers’!labour!and!social!security!rights,!this!

also!plays!a!role!on!the!financing!of!social!security!systems.!The!austerity!policies!put!in!place!

after!the!2008!crisis!implied!new!or!emerging!social!risks!linked!to!employment,!such!as!higher!

unemployment,! dualism! between! insiders! and! outsiders! of! the! labour! market,! and!

unprotected!labour!(Ocampo!and!Stiglitz!2018).!In!Spain,!as!discussed!in!this!study,!the!latter!

is!related!to!precarious!domestic!sector!and!“garbage!contracts”!limiting!workers’!social!rights!

(Guamán!and! Illueca!2012;! ILO!2016).!As!argued!by!Ocampo!and!Stiglitz! (2018),!correcting!

market!failures!and!strengthening!the!role!of!the!welfare!state!in!decreasing!inequalities!have!

the!potential!to!improve!economic!opportunities!and!growth,!enhance!social!justice!and!thus!

cohesion.!A!second!recommendation!is!to!expand!SSA.!This!relates!here!to!the!UK!and!Latin!

American!countries,!also!considering!that!the!Latin!American!community!in!the!UK!has!grown!

significantly!in!the!past!decade!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016)!although!this!is!challenging!to!be!

considered! in! the! current! political! reality! in! the! UK.! Yet! the! nonMtransferability! of! social!

security!entitlements!also!limits!people’s!ability!to!return!to!their!home!country!if!they!wish!

to!do!so.!The!implementation!of!SSA!might!facilitate!return!migration,!which!has!been!part!of!

schemes!of!sending!and!receiving!countries!in!the!postM2008!recession!years.!

A! further!aspect!concerns!the!finding!related!to! lowMincome!families!excluded!from!

benefits! in! Ecuador! and! Europe! (England)!when!migrants! transfer!money! to! their! families!

“back!home”,!as!raised!in!chapter!4.!Findings!of!this!study!show!that!this!occurs!when!lowM

income! families! in! Ecuador! or! migrants! in! England! entitled! to! welfare! provisions! in! the!
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respective!countries! lose!entitlements! if!migrants! formally! transfer!money! from!Europe! to!

their!country!of!origin,!merely!to!fulfil!their!family!responsibilities.!Instead!of!being!hindered,!

these! TSP! arrangements! should! rather! be! recognized! as! complementary! forms! of! social!

protection!(rather!than!as!concurrent!ones)!and!thus!they!should!be!facilitated,!particularly!

for!those!in!lowMincome!and!vulnerable!population!groups.!In!fact,!these!arrangements!reflect!

mismatches! of! national! welfare! systems! with! respect! to! the! needs! of! contemporary!

transnational!families.!

!!
!

!
!

!

!
! !
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Appendix(I(–(Information(on(Respondents((
!
Guidelines(for(the(three(tables(in(this(section:(
!
•! Names!of!respondents!in!bold!are!those!related!to!matched!samples!in!Ecuador.!For!more!detail!on!matched!samples!see!the!last!table!in!this!

Appendix!I;!and!page!72!and!88!(chapter!2).!
•! Respondents’!age,!legal!status,!residence,!current!occupation!and!flatmates!correspond!to!the!interview!period!in!2015I2016.!
•! Sex:!female!(F);!male!M.!
•! Legal!status:!dual!citizenship!(DC),!permanent!residence!(PR),!limited!residence!permit!(LRP),!student!visa!(SV),!diplomatic!visa!(DV),!undocumented!

(U).!
•! SES!refers!to!socioIeconomic!status!(see!definition!on!page!89!and!see!pp.!91I93,!chapter!2):!low!(L),!high!(H).!
•! Family!members!met!and!method:!interviewed!(I);!only!observations!(O).!!
•! Number!of!times!met!refers!to!encounters!with!main!respondents!and!their!family!members.!
•! Living!with:!outside!person!(OP)!refers!to!people!sharing!the!household!with!main!respondents!who!are!external!to!their!family.!
•! Countries!(in!legal!status,!residence!town!in!the!table!of!respondents!in!the!UK,!highest!level!of!education):!Spain!(SP),!England!(UK),!Ecuador!(EC)!
•! Information!missing!(N.I.)!
!

Main(Respondents(in(Spain(
!

(
!



! 309!

!
!
!



!310!

!
!
!



! 311!

!
!
Note!that!respondent!nb.!29!(Sebastián)!has!been!interviewed!in!Spain!but!he!was!already!resident!in!the!UK!!
!
Source:(Polina(Palash,(fieldwork(data(2015:2016(
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Main(Respondents(in(the(UK(
!
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(
(
Source:(Polina(Palash,(fieldwork(data(2015:2016



 

Matched(Samples(Europe2Ecuador(
!
(

Nb( Respondent(

in(Europe(

(country)(

Place(where(

family(met(in(

Ecuador(

Interactions(with(family(

members(in(Ecuador((

1! Alma! Guayaquil! Sister,!mother:!I!
2! Antonio! Guayaquil! Partner:!I!

Daughter,!2!nephews,!ex>spouse:!O!

3! Carla! Valle!Alto!
(Guayaquil)!

Ex!spouse’s!mother!and!sister:!I!
2!children:!O!

4! Camila! Santo!Domingo! Aunt:!I!
5! Cristina! Baños!de!Agua!

Santa!
Mother,!father:!I!
Brother:!O!

6! Felipe! Sangolquí! Spouse:!I!
Child:!O!

7! Hernán! Quito! Mother,!father,!partner:!I!
Brother,!:!O!

8! Isabel! Quito! 2!sisters:!I!
!

9! Juan! Quito! Spouse,!2!children:!I!

Mother>in>law!
2!grandchildren:!O!

10! Lenin! Quito! Brother:!I!
Cousin:!O!

11! Lucía! Macas! Mother,!cousin,!brother:!I!
Grandmother,!nephew:!O!

12! Mario! Guayaquil! Sister,!nephew:!I!
13! Omar! Quito! Daughter:!I!

Son>in>law!
Grandchild:!O!

14! Pilar! Cuenca! Father,!sister:!I!

2!siblings,!brother>in>law!
brother!of!brother>in>law!
3!nephews:!O!

15! Richard! Milagro! Sister,!mother,!brother:!I!
Brother>in>law:!O!

16! Rosa! Quito! 1!sister,!father,!mother,!brother:!I!
3!sisters,!brother,!mother,!father,!
nephew:!O!

17! Simón! Ambato! Sister,!brother>in>law:!I!
18! Victoria! Macas! Mother,!brother:!I!

Sister,!nephew:!O!
!

Source:(Polina(Palash,(fieldwork(data(2015:2016(

!

(



 

Appendix(II(–(Interview(Structure((Spanish)(
!
The! interview! structure! with! participants! is! provided! below! (in! Spanish).! It! includes! five!
sections!encompassing!1)!general!information!on!respondents!and!their!migration!experience,!
2)!family!ties!3)!TSP!practices!4)!other!sources!of!informal!support,!5)!formal!support.!A!similar!
topic!guide!was!adapted!for!participants!in!Ecuador.!
!
!
!
PARTE(I:(INFORMACIONES(GENERALES(Y(EXPERIENCIA(DE(MIGRACIÓN(

Esta!parte!trata!las!informaciones!generales!acerca!de!la!persona!entrevistada,!como!sus!
experiencias!de!migración,!su!condición!legal!y!laboral.!
!
1.(INFORMACIONES(GENERALES(

!
1.1!!!!!!Fecha!de!la!entrevista!
1.2!!!!!!Lugar!de!la!entrevista!
1.3!!!!!!Nombre!del!entrevistado!
1.4!!!!!!Fecha!de!nacimiento!del!entrevistado!
!
2.(EMIGRACIÓN(

!
2.1!!!!¿De!qué!ciudad!en!Ecuador!viene?!
2.2!!!!¿En!qué!ciudades!en!Ecuador!ha!vivido?!
2.3!!!!¿Porqué!decidió!emigrar?!
2.4!!!!¿En!qué!año!dejó!a!su!país!por!primera!vez?!
2.5!!!!¿Cómo!lo!organizó?!
2.6!!!!¿Con!quién!emigró?!
!
2.7!!!!¿Quién!le!ayudó!a!emigrar!en!su!país!de!origen?!!
2.7.1!!¿Cómo!le!ayudó?!

!
3.(INMIGRACIÓN(Y(MOVILIDAD(GEOGRÁFICA(

!
3.1!!!¿En!qué!año!vino!a!este!país?!
3.2!!!¿Quién!le!apoyó!en!este!país!cuando!Usted!inmigró?!
3.2.1!¿Cómo!le!apoyó!(apoyaron)!!esta(s)!persona(s)?!
!
3.3!!!!¿Vivió!Usted!tambien!en!otros!países!europeos?!
3.4!!!¿Desde!hace!cuánto!tiempo!vive!en!esta!ciudad?!
3.5!!!¿En!qué!otras!ciudades!en!España!ha!vivido?!
3.6!!!¿En!qué!barrio!vive?!
3.7!!!¿Vivió!Usted!también!en!otros!barrios!de!esta!ciudad?!
!
3.8!!!!¿Cada!cuánto!tiempo!regresa!a!Ecuador?!
3.9!!!!¿Conoce!a!compatriotas!que!hayan!decidido!irse!de!España!para!otros!países!europeos?!
3.9.1!!¿Para!qué!país!se!han!ido?!
3.9.2!!¿Cuándo!notó!que!empezaron!a!irse?!
3.9.3!!¿Porqué!se!van!de!aquí?!



! 317!

!
3.10!!¿Si!tuviera!la!posibilidad,!quisiera!Usted!emigrar!a!algún!otro!país!o!región?!
3.11!!¿Piensa!Usted!de!volver!un!día!a!vivir!en!Ecuador?!
!
!
4.(ESTADO(LEGAL(

!
4.1!!!¿Qué!situación!legal!tiene!aquí?!(ej.!permiso!de!residencia!y!su!durada,!doble!nacionalidad,!sin!
papeles,..)!
4.1.1!!¿Cómo!pudo!regularizarse?![si!pertinente]!
4.2.2!!¿Cuándo!pudo!regularizar!su!situación?!
4.2.3!!¿Cuáles!obstáculos!encontró!para!regularizarse?!
!
!
4.3!!!¿Le!ayudó!en!estos!años!alguien!para!hacer!los!documentos?!(ej.!avogado,!familiares,!amigos,!
empleador)!
4.3.1!!¿Quién!le!ayudó?!
4.3.2!!¿Cómo!le!ayudó?!
!
4.4!!!¿Quién!normalmente!le!da!la!información!acerca!de!los!temas!legales!aquí!en!España?!
!
4.5!!¿En!qué!situación!legal!se!encuentran!sus!familiares!que!viven!aquí!(si!tiene)?!
!
4.6!!!¿Conoce!a!compatriotas!que!están!en!una!situación!no!regularizada?!
4.6.1!!¿Porqué!estas!personas!se!encuentran!sin!papeles?!
4.6.2!!!¿Tendría!Usted!la!posibilidad!de!ponerme!en!contacto!con!alguna!persona!indocumentada!
para!esta!tesis?!
!
!
5.(EMPLEO(Y(ESTUDIOS(

!
5.1!!¿En!qué!empleo!trabaja!aquí?!
5.2!!¿Dónde!trabaja?!
5.2.1!!¿En!qué!barrio?!
!
5.3!!¿Trabajó!también!en!otros!empleos!en!este!país?!
5.3.1!!¿En!cuáles?!
5.3.2!!¿Dónde?!(ciudades,!barrios)!
!
5.4!!¿Siempre!pudo!trabajar!de!manera!regular!para!poder!cotizar?!
5.4.1!¿En!cuáles!situaciones!laborales!no!tuvo!la!posibilidad!de!tener!contrato?!
5.4.2!¿Cuándo?!
!
5.5!¿Le!pasó!alguna!vez!de!que!en!el!contrato!se!señalaran!menos!horas!de!las!que!efectivamente!
trabajó?!
5.5.1!¿Durante!cuánto!tiempo!se!encontró!en!esta!situación?!
!
5.6!!¿Cuántos!años!de!aportaciones!tiene!Usted!aquí?!
5.6.1!!¿Y!en!Ecuador?!
!
5.7!!!¿Considera!Usted!que!en!los!últimos!años!las!condiciones!de!empleo!aquí!hayan!cambiado?!
5.7.1!!¿Qué!es!lo!que!le!parece!haya!cambiado?!
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5.7.2!!¿Qué!consecuencias!estos!cambios!tienen!en!su!familia?!
!
5.8!!¿Tuvo!a!veces!que!inventarse!Usted!mismo!unos!trabajos?!
5.8.1!!¿Qué!tipo!de!trabajos?!
5.8.2!!¿Porqué!necesitó!hacerlo?!
!
5.9!!¿En!qué!empleos!trabajó!en!Ecuador?!
5.9.1!!¿Pudo!cotizar!en!Ecuador?!
5.9.2!!¿Cuánto!pudo!cotizar?!
!
5.10!!¿Qué!nivel!escolar!tiene?!
5.11!!¿Dónde!estudió?!
5.11.1!!Si!estudió!en!Ecuador,!¿pudo!reconocer!su!título!de!estudio!aquí?!!
5.11.2!!¿Cómo!pudo!hacerlo?!
5.11.3!!¿Considera!Usted!que!haya!sido!útil!tener!su!título!reconocido?!
!
!
!

PARTE(II:((((FAMILIA(
!
En!esta!parte!se!hablará!de!su!familia!y!hogar,!para!comprender!su!organización!y!la!importancia!de!
la!red!familiar!para!el!entrevistado.!
!
6.((HOGAR(

!
6.1.!¿Dónde!vive?!
6.2!!¿Con!quién!vive?!
6.2.1!¿De!dónde!son!las!personas!con!las!cuáles!vive?!!
6.2.2!!¿En!estos!años!vivió!también!con!otras!personas?!
!
!
7.(((FAMILIA(EN(ESPAÑA(

!
7.1!!!¿Cuáles!familiares!tiene!aquí!en!España?!
7.2!!!¿Dónde!viven!sus!familiares!que!se!encuentran!en!España?!
7.3!!!¿Cuándo!pudieron!venir!sus!familiares!más!cercanos?!
7.4!!!¿Vino!alguien!de!sus!familiares!con!la!reagrupación?!
7.4.1!Si!no!fue!a!través!de!la!reagrupación,!¿cómo!han!podido!arreglarse!los!papeles?!
!
!
8.((INGRESOS(FAMILIARES!
!
8.1!!¿Quién!mantiene!económicamente!a!su!hogar?!
8.2!!Más!o!menos!¿qué!ingreso!familiar!mensual!tienen!aquí?!
8.3!!¿Aquí!en!España!el!ingreso!familiar!mensual!medio!normalmente!cuánto!es?!
8.4!!¿Considera!Usted!suficiente!su!ingreso!familiar?!
8.4.1!!¿Cuando!el!ingreso!de!su!familia!no!es!suficiente,!cómo!lo!solucionan?!(préstamos!por!parte!de!
alguien!o!de!bancos,!aguantar!con!menos,..)!
8.4.2!¿Quién!les!apoya!y!cómo?!
!
8.5!!¿En!qué!trabajan!sus!miembros!familiares!que!viven!en!España?!
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!
!
9.((FAMILIA(EN(ECUADOR(

!
9.1!!!¿Cuáles!familiares!tiene!en!Ecuador?!
9.1.1!!¿Dónde!viven?!
!
9.2.!¿De!qué!se!ocupan!a!nivel!laboral!sus!familiares!en!Ecuador?!!
!
9.3!!¿Quisiera!Usted!reunificar!a!otros!miembros!familiares?!Si!sí,!
9.3.1!!!¿A!quién?!
9.3.1!!!¿Porqué?!
9.3.2!!!¿Cuáles!dificultades!hay!para!poderlos!reunificar?!
!
9.4!!¿Tiene!Usted!algún!familiar!que!regresó!a!vivir!a!Ecuador?!
9.4.1!!¿Quién?!
9.4.2!!¿Cuándo!retornó?!
9.4.3!!¿Porqué!retornó?!
9.4.4!!¿Pudo!tener!alguna!ayuda!como!los!programas!de!retorno?!
9.4.4.1!¿Cuál?!!
9.4.4.2!!¿Qué!requisitos!tuvo!que!demonstrar!para!recibir!la!ayuda?!
!
!
10.((CONTACTO(CON(LOS(FAMILIARES(

!
10.1!!¿A!quién!considera!ser!su!familia!más!cercana?!
10.1.1!!¿Dónde!viven!estas!personas?!
!
10.2!!¿Con!quién!de!sus!miembros!familiares!está!más!en!contacto?!
10.3.1!¿Aquí?!
10.3.2!!¿En!Ecuador?!
!
10.3!!!¿Cómo!se!queda!en!contacto!con!ellos?!(teléfono,!WhatsApp,!Skype,..)!
10.4!!!¿Con!qué!frecuencia!mantienen!el!contacto?!
!
!
10.5!!¿Con!quién!de!sus!familiares!sabe!que!puede!contar!con,!en!el!caso!de!necesidad?!
10.6!!!¿Se!recuerda!alguna!vez!que!se!haya!apoyado!con!sus!familiares!y!fue!muy!importante!para!la!
familia?!
!
10.7!!¿Considera!a!alguien!que!no!es!su!familia,!pero!es!como!si!lo!fuera?!Si!sí,!
10.7.1!!¿Quién(es)!es/son?!
10.7.2!!¿Dónde!vive(n)?!
10.7.3!!¿Qué!nacionalidad!tiene(n)?!
!
11.(HIJOS(

!
11.1!!¿Tiene!Usted!hijos?!!
11.1.1!!¿Dónde!viven!sus!hijos?!
11.1.2!!¿Qué!edad!tienen?!
!
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11.2!¿Quién!le!ayudó!a!cuidarlos!en!estos!años?!
11.2.1!!¿Hubo!en!estos!años!dificultades!para!poderlos!cuidar?!
11.2.2!!¿Porqué?!
!
11.3!!¿Sus!hijos!están!estudiando!o!trabajando?!!
11.3.1!!Si!estudian,!¿qué!tipo!de!escuela/universidad!atienden?!
11.3.2!!Si!trabajan,!¿en!qué!empleo!trabajan?!
!
12.(PERSONAS(MAYORES(

!
12.1!!¿Tiene!!Usted!a!personas!mayores!en!su!familia?!
12.1.1!!!!¿Qué!relación!familiar!tienen!con!Usted?!(padre,!madre,!tía..)!
12.1.2!!!!¿Qué!edad!tienen?!
12.1.3!!!!¿Dónde!viven!estas!personas?!
12.1.4!!!!¿Quién!las!cuida?!
12.1.5!!!!¿Trabajan!estas!personas?!

(

(

PARTE(III:(((((APOYO(FAMILIAR!
En!esta!parte!se!hablará!del!apoyo!entre!su!familia!que!vive!en!España!y!los!familiares!que!viven!en!
Ecuador,!para!poder!comprender!la!importancia!de!la!red!familiar!para!las!personas!migrantes!y!sus!
familias!en!el!país!de!origen.!
!
!
13.(APOYO(ECONÓMICO((

!
EN(ECUADOR(

!
13.1!!¿En!estos!años!ayudó!Usted!económicamente!a!su!familia!en!Ecuador?!
13.1.1!!¿A!quién!de!sus!familiares!ayudó?!
13.1.2!!¿Dónde!vive(n)!este/estos!familiar(es)?!
13.1.3!!¿Qué!cantidades!de!dinero!enviaba!normalmente!y!cada!cuánto?!
13.1.4!!¿Para!qué!necesidades!necesitaban!sus!familiares!su!apoyo?!
!
13.2!!¿En!estos!años!su!posibilidad!de!ayudar!a!la!familia!en!Ecuador!siempre!ha!sido!igual?!
13.2.1!!¿Porqué?!
13.2.2!!En!cuáles!períodos!o!momentos!su!posibilidad!de!apoyar!ha!cambiado?!
!
13.3!!¿Hubo!a!veces!dificultades!en!poder!apoyar!económicamente!a!su!familia!en!Ecuador?!
13.3.1!!!¿Cuándo?!
13.3.2!!!¿Porqué?!
13.3.3.!!¿Cómo!han!podido!aguantar!sus!familiares!en!Ecuador!en!esa!situación?!
!
13.4!!¿Ha!pasado!alguna!vez!que!Usted!haya!recibido!apoyo!económico!de!sus!familiares!en!Ecuador?!
13.4.1!!¿Porqué!necesitó!la!ayuda?!
13.4.2!!¿Quién!le!ayudó?!
13.4.3!!¿Dónde!vive!esta!persona?!
13.4.4!!¿Con!qué!suma!de!dinero!le!ayudó?!!
!
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13.5!!¿Ha!pasado!alguna!vez!que!tuvo!que!vender!algún!bien!en!Ecuador!(casa,!objetos!de!valor,!
recibir!alquiler!de!una!propriedad)!para!tener!apoyo!aquí?!
!
EN(ESPAÑA(

!
13.6!!¿Aquí!en!España!tiene!Usted!a!algún!familiar!que!le!apoya!economicamente?!
13.6.1!!¿Quién?!
13.6.2!¿Porqué!le!ayuda?!
13.6.4!¿Le!ayuda!este!familiar!a!menudo?!
!
13.7!!¿Aquí!en!España!apoya!Usted!economicamente!a!algún!familiar?!
13.7.1!!¿A!quién?!
13.7.2!¿Porqué!le!ayuda?!
13.7.4!¿Le!ayuda!Usted!a!menudo?!
!
!
14.((ASUNTOS(DEL(APOYO(FAMILIAR(

!
14.1!¿Ayuda!Usted!a!sus!familiares!en!Ecuador!en!estos!temas?!
!
¿Cómo!y!a!quién!ayuda?![Tomar!en!consideración!el!apoyo!económico!pero!no!solamente,!también!
otras!maneras!de!organizar!estos!temas]!
!
14.1.1!!Salud!
14.1.2!!Ingresos!para!necesidades!básicas!(comida,!gastos,!préstamos)!
14.1.3!!Casa!(pagar!el!alquiler,!restructurar)!o!terreno!
14.1.4!!Ayuda!para!los!niños!
14.1.5!!Ayuda!para!los!mayores!
14.1.6!!Estudios!
14.1.7!!Papeles!(burocracia)!
14.1.8!!Otros!asuntos!que!considera!importantes!
!
14.2!!¿Recibe!Usted!y!su!familia!ayuda!desde!sus!familiares!en!Ecuador!para!los!temas!que!acabamos!
de!ver?!
!
14.2.1!!¿Cómo!y!quién!les!ayuda?!![ver!los!asuntos!arriba]!
!
!
15.(MOVILIDAD,(SITUACIONES(GRAVES,(RESPONSABILIDAD(

!
15.1!!¿Hubo!alguna!vez!en!la!que!Usted!tuvo!que!viajar!aposta!a!Ecuador!para!dar!apoyo!a!su!familia?!
15.1.1!!¿Porqué!pasó?!
15.1.2!!¿Cuándo!pasó?!
!
15.2!!¿Y!desde!Ecuador!nunca!vino!a!España!algún!familiar!para!apoyar!a!su!familia!aquí?!!
15.2.1!!¿Porqué!pasó?!
15.2.2!!¿Cuándo!pasó?!
!
!
15.3!!¿Hubo!a!veces!situaciones!de!gran!dificultad!e!inesperadas!que!tuvo!que!afrontar!en!familia!
entre!aquí!y!Ecuador?!!
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15.3.1!!¿De!qué!se!trató?!(ej.!problemas!de!salud,!accidente,!funeral,!gastos!imprevistos)!
15.3.2!!¿Cómo!lo!resolvieron?!
15.3.3!!¿Cuándo!pasó?!
!
15.4!!¿Si!tiene!a!familiares!retornados,!se!apoyan!entre!aquí!y!Ecuador?!
15.4.1!!¿Pudieron!sus!familiares!retornados!encontrar!trabajo!en!Ecuador?!
15.4.2!!¿Consideran!suficiente!los!recursos!de!sus!familiares!retornados?!
!
15.5!!Concluyendo!esta!parte!que!trata!el!apoyo!familiar,!¿qué!opina!de!la!responsabilidad!de!apoyar!
a!la!familia!en!el!país!de!origen?!
!

PARTE(IV:((((OTRAS(REDES(DE(APOYO(SOCIAL(
En!esta!parte!se!hablará!de!otras!personas!y!grupos!fuera!del!ámbito!familiar!que!proporcionan!
apoyo!al!entrevistado.!
!
16.(PERSONAS(

!
16.1!!¿Tiene!Usted!a!otras!personas!fuera!de!su!familia!que!le!apoyan!en!los!temas!que!hemos!visto!
antes?!![ver!temas!arriba]!!!(ej.!préstamos,!cuidado!de!los!hijos,!temas!de!salud)!
16.1.1!¿Quiénes!son!estas!personas?!
16.1.2!¿Dónde!viven?!
16.1.3!¿Cómo!le!han!apoyado?!
!
16.2!!!Y!Usted,!¿apoya!a!alguien!fuera!de!su!familia!en!estos!temas?!
16.2.1!!A!quién!apoya!
16.2.2!!Cómo!apoya!a!esta!persona!
16.2.3!!Le!pasa!a!menudo!de!apoyar!a!esta!persona!
!
17.(GRUPOS(

!
17.1!!Recibió!Usted!o!su!familia!aquí!alguna!vez!apoyo!por!parte!de!alguna!asociación,!organización!o!
otros!grupos?!
17.1.1!!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!asociación/organización!se!trató?!
17.1.2!!!¿Qué!tipo!de!apoyo!recibieron?!
17.1.3!!!¿Cuándo!lo!recibieron?!
17.1.4!!!¿Quién!de!sus!familiares!la!recibió?!
17.1.5!!!¿Qué!requisitos!se!necesitaron!para!ese!tipo!de!apoyo?!
17.1.6!!!¿Cómo!se!enteró!de!la!posibilidad!de!ese!tipo!de!apoyo?!
!
17.2!!!¿Recibió!Usted!o!su!familia!aquí!alguna!vez!apoyo!por!parte!de!alguna!iglesia!o!grupo!religioso?!
!
[mismos!puntos!de!antes]!
!
17.3!!¿Es!Usted!parte!de!algun!grupo!o!asociación!aquí!o!en!Ecuador?!Si!sí,!
17.3.1!!!¿Qué!tipo!de!grupo/asociación!es?!
17.3.2!!!¿Qué!objetivos!tiene!la!asociación?!
17.3.3.!!¿Desde!hace!cuánto!tiempo!es!Usted!parte!del!grupo?!
17.3.4!!!¿Porqué!está!Usted!interesado!ser!parte!del!grupo?!
!
!
17.4!!!!Alguna!vez!se!ha!reunido!con!otras!personas!para!recolectar!dinero!para!ayudar!a!alguien?!



! 323!

17.4.1!!!¿En!qué!ocasión?!
17.4.2!!!¿Para!quién?!
17.4.4!!!¿Cuándo?!
17.4.5!!!¿Dónde?!
17.4.6!!!¿Por!qué?!
!
17.5!!¿Ha!hecho!alguna!vez!cadenas!o!mingas!con!otras!personas?!
17.5.1!!!¿En!qué!ocasión?!
17.5.2!!!¿Para!quién?!
17.5.4!!!¿Cuándo?!
17.5.5!!!¿Dónde?!
17.5.6!!!¿Por!qué?!

!
PARTE(V:(((((SEGURIDAD(SOCIAL,(PROVISIONES(ESTATALES(O(POR(OTRAS(

ORGANIZACIONES!
En!esta!última!parte!se!intentará!comprender!cuáles!tipos!de!apoyo!(beneficios!y!servicios)!
importantes!para!el!bienestar!familiar!recibieron!en!estos!años!el!entrevistado!y!su!familia!por!parte!
del!Estado!o!otras!organizaciones.!
!
18.!!SERVICIOS!SOCIALES!
18.1!!¿Recibió!Usted!o!sus!familiares!algún!tipo!de!apoyo!o!servicio!por!parte!de!los!servicios!sociales!
en!España?!
18.1.1!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!servicio!se!trató?!
18.1.2!!¿Cuándo!lo!recibieron?!
18.1.3!!¿Quién!de!sus!familiares!pudo!beneficiar!del!servicio?!
18.1.4!!¿Cuáles!requisitos!tuvieron!que!demonstrar?!
18.1.5!!¿Qué!opina!del!servicio!o!apoyo!que!recibieron?!

19.!SALUD!
!
19.1((SALUD(EN(ESPAÑA(

!
19.1.1!!Si!alguien!de!su!familia!aquí!en!España!tiene!problemas!de!salud!¿cómo!lo!solucionan?!
19.1.1.1!!¿Qué!tipo!de!servicios!de!salud!utilizan?!
19.1.1.2!!¿Dónde!reciben!la!atención!médica?!
19.1.1.3!!¿Me!puede!contar!de!alguna!vez!que!hayan!tenido!un!problema!de!salud!bastante!grave,!y!
cómo!lo!han!pasado.!
!
19.1.2!Si!alguien!de!su!familia!se!pone!enfermo!aquí!en!España,!¿quién!ayuda!a!cuidarlo?!
!
19.1.3!!¿Recibe!Usted!o!sus!familiares!en!España!algún!tipo!de!apoyo!para!el!tema!de!la!salud?!!
19.1.3.1!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!ayuda!se!trata?!
19.1.3.2!!!¿Quién!se!la!otorga?!
19.1.3.3!!!¿Quién!de!sus!familiares!aquí!en!España!pudo!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
19.1.3.4!!!¿Cuándo!pudo!recibir!esta!ayuda?!!!
19.1.3.5!!!¿Qué!requisitos!se!necesitan?!
!
19.1.4!!¿Tuvo!alguna!vez!dificultades!aquí!para!acceder!a!los!servicios!de!salud?!
19.1.4.1!!!¿De!qué!se!trató?!
19.1.4.2!!!¿Cuándo!pasó?!
19.1.4.3!!!¿Cómo!lo!solucionaron?!
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!
19.1.5!!!¿Cómo!considera!en!general!el!sistema!de!salud!en!España?!
19.1.5.1!!!¿Notó!Usted!consecuencias!en!el!sistema!de!salud!aquí!después!de!la!crisis?!
(

(

19.2((SALUD(EN(ECUADOR(

!
19.2.1!!!¿Si!alguien!de!sus!familiares!que!viven!en!Ecuador!tiene!problemas!de!salud!dónde!reciben!la!
atención!médica?!
!
19.2.2!!!¿Recibe!Usted!o!sus!familiares!en!Ecuador!algún!tipo!de!apoyo!para!el!tema!de!la!salud?!!
19.2.2.1!!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!ayuda!se!trata?!
19.2.2.2!!!¿Quién!se!la!otorga?!
19.2.2.3!!!¿Quién!de!sus!familiares!pudo!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
19.2.2.4!!!¿Cuándo!pudo!recibir!esta!ayuda?!!!
19.2.2.5!!!¿Qué!requisitos!se!necesitan?!
!
19.2.3!!¿Tuvo!alguna!vez!Usted!o!alguien!de!sus!familiares!que!vive!en!Ecuador!problemas!en!el!
acceso!a!los!servicios!de!salud?!
19.2.3.1!!¿De!qué!se!trató?!
19.2.3.2!!¿Cuándo!pasó?!
19.2.3.3!!¿Cómo!lo!solucionaron?!
!
19.2.4!!¿Cómo!considera!en!general!el!sistema!de!salud!en!Ecuador?!
19.1.5.1!!¿Notó!Usted!cambios!en!el!sistema!de!salud!en!Ecuador?!
!
!
19.3((SALUD:(DISCAPACIDAD(

!
19.3!!¿Tuvo!alguién!de!sus!familiares!una!situación!de!discapacidad?!
19.3.1!!!¿De!quién!se!trata?!
19.3.2!!!¿Qué!tipo!de!discapacidad!tiene?!
19.3.3!!!¿Porqué!la!tiene/cómo!pasó?!
19.3.4!!!¿Recibe!esta!persona!algún!tipo!de!apoyo/pensión?!!
19.3.4.1!!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!apoyo!se!trata?!
19.3.4.2!!!¿Quién!se!lo!proporciona?!
19.3.4.3!!!¿Durante!cuánto!tiempo!pudieron!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
!
19.3.5!!¿Tiene!esta!persona!a!alguien!que!puede!cuidarla?![si!pertinente]!
19.3.5.1!!¿Quién!le!cuida?!
!
!
19.4((SALUD:(SEGUROS(PRIVADOS(

!
19.4.1!!¿Tiene!Usted!o!sus!familiares!en!España!algún!seguro!privado?!
19.4.1.1!!¿Porqué!prefieren!tener!un!seguro!privado?!
19.4.1.2!!¿Quién!de!sus!familiares!aquí!en!España!lo!tiene?!
19.4.1.3!!¿Qué!tipo!de!servicios!tienen!incluidos?!
19.4.1.4!!¿Quién!se!lo!provee?!
19.4.1.5!!¿Que!costo!tiene?!(mensual/anual)!
!
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19.4.2!!!Y!en!Ecuador,!¿tienen!sus!familiares!algún!seguro!privado?!!
!
[mismos!puntos!de!antes]!
!

20.!HIJOS!Y!FAMILIA!
!
20.1!!¿Recibió!Usted!alguna!vez!algún!apoyo!económico!para!sus!hijos!por!parte!del!gobierno!español!
o!por!otras!organizaciones!en!España?!!!(por!ejemplo!el!bono!familia,!o!el!subsidio!de!maternidad,!
beca!para!estudiar,!comedor)!!
!
Si!los!hijos!son!grandes,!¿recibieron!algún!apoyo!de!este!tipo!los!nietos?!
!
20.1.1!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!ayuda!se!trató/se!trata?!
20.1.2!!¿Quién!la!otorgó?!
20.1.3!¿Quién!de!sus!familiares!pudo!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
20.1.4!!¿Cuándo!beneficiaron!de!esta!ayuda!y!durante!cuánto!tiempo?!
20.1.5!!¿Qué!requisitos!se!necesitan?!
!
20.2!!¿Recibió!Usted!alguna!vez!algún!tipo!de!apoyo!económico!para!sus!hijos!por!parte!del!gobierno!
ecuatoriano!o!por!otras!organizaciones!en!Ecuador?!(ej.!bono!familia,!subsidio!maternidad,!beca!para!
estudiar,!comedor)!
!
[mismos!puntos!de!antes]!
!
20.3!!¿Si!tienen!hijos!o!nietos!pequeños,!cómo!consideran!las!guarderías!en!España?!
20.3.1!!¿Y!en!Ecuador?!
!
21.!!PERSONAS!MAYORES!
!
21.1!Sólo!si!la!persona!es!mayor:!
!
¿recibe!Usted!algún!tipo!de!apoyo!para!las!personas!mayores?!(pensión,!subsidios)!
21.1.1!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!apoyo!se!trata?!(qué!cantidad!reciben?)!
21.1.2!!¿Quién!se!la!proporciona?!
21.1.3!!¿Quién!de!sus!familiares!pudo!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
21.1.4!!¿Este!familiar!recibe!el!apoyo!en!España!o!en!Ecuador?!
21.1.5!!¿Cuándo!beneficiaron!de!esta!ayuda!y!durante!cuánto!tiempo?!
21.1.6!!¿Qué!requisitos!se!necesitan?!
!
!
21.2!!!Si!tiene!algún!familiar!mayor,!!!¿reciben!estas!personas!algún!tipo!de!apoyo!por!parte!del!
gobierno!o!alguna!otra!organización?!(pensión,!subsidios)!
!
[mismos!puntos!de!antes]!
!
21.2.7!!!Si!estas!personas!no!tienen!ningún!tipo!de!apoyo!!
21.2.7.1!!!¿Quién!las!ayuda?!
21.2.7.2!!!¿Cómo!les!apoya(n)?!
21.2.7.3!!!¿Tienen!algún!tipo!de!seguro!privado?!
!
21.3!(JUBILACIÓN!
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!
21.3.1!!¿Cuántos!años!de!aportaciones!le!quedan!para!poder!jubilalarse?!
21.3.2!!¿Dónde!piensa!jubilarse?!
21.3.3!!¿Con!qué!tipo!de!recursos!cuenta!de!organizarse!para!su!jubilación?!(ej.!pensión!del!gobierno,!
fondo!privado,!ahorros..)!
!
21.3.2!!¿Sabe!Usted!del!Convenio(de(Seguridad(Social!entre!España!y!Ecuador?!
21.3.2.1!!¿Qué!opina!del!Convenio?!
21.3.2.2!!¿Cómo!supo!Usted!del!Convenio?!
21.3.2.3!!¿Conoce!a!personas!que!han!podido!beneficiar!de!este!convenio?!
!
21.3.3!!¿Sabe!Usted!del!programa!de!la!Afiliación(Voluntaria!del!gobierno!ecuatoriano?!
21.3.3.1!!¿Qué!opina!de!este!programa?!
21.3.3.2!!¿Está!Usted!afiliado/a?!
!
22.!VIVIENDA!
!
22.1!!¿Vive!aquí!Usted!en!alquiler/!hipoteca/!o!tiene!su!propia!casa?!
22.2!!¿Tuvo!Usted!alguna!vez!dificultades!de!pagar!el!alquiler?!!
22.2.1!!¿Cómo!lo!solucionó?!
!
22.3!!¿Tiene!Usted!casa!o!terrenos!en!Ecuador?!
22.3.1!!¿Quién!se!ocupa!de!mantener!a!su!casa/terreno?!
22.3.2!!¿Cómo!la!mantiene!esta!persona?!(por!ej.!vivir!en!la!casa,!restructurarla,!construir/!plantar,!
cosechar,..)!
22.3.3!!¿Cómo!recompensa!Usted!a!esta!ayuda?!
!
22.4!!¿Considera!Usted!!importante!guardar!esa!propiedad!en!Ecuador?!
22.4.1!!¿Porqué?!
!
22.5!!¿Recibió!Usted!alguna!vez!algún!tipo!de!ayuda!económica!para!la!vivienda!del!gobierno!español!
o!de!otras!organizaciones!en!España?!(bonos!o!subsidios!para!la!vivienda,!subsidios!para!los!gastos,..)!
!
22.5.1!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!ayuda!se!trató/se!trata?!
22.5.2!!¿Quién!la!otorgó?!
22.5.3!!¿Quién!de!sus!familiares!pudo!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
22.5.4!!¿Cuándo!beneficiaron!de!esta!ayuda!y!durante!cuánto!tiempo?!
22.5.5!!¿Qué!requisitos!se!necesitan?!
!
22.6!!¿Recibió!Usted!alguna!vez!!apoyo!económico!para!la!vivienda!!del!gobierno!ecuatoriano!o!de!
otras!organizaciones!en!Ecuador?!!
!
[mismos!puntos!de!antes]!
!
22.7!!¿Reciben!sus!familiares!en!Ecuador!algún!tipo!de!apoyo!económico!para!la!vivienda!!del!
gobierno!ecuatoriano!o!de!otras!organizaciones!en!Ecuador?!!
!
[mismos!puntos!de!antes]!
!
22.!PARO!
!
22.1!!!¿Tiene!Usted!derecho!al!paro?!
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22.2!!!¿Cobró!Usted!el!paro!en!estos!años!en!España?!
22.2.1!!¿Durante!cuánto!tiempo!pudo!Usted!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
22.2.2!!¿En!qué!suma!consistía!el!subsidio!al!paro?!
22.2.4!!¿Para!qué!tipo!de!trabajo!cobró!paro?!
22.3!!!¿Existe!también!derecho!al!paro!en!Ecuador?!
!
23.!RECURSOS!MÍNIMOS!
!
23.1!!¿Recibieron!Ustedes!en!estos!años!algún!tipo!de!apoyo!para!los!recursos!mínimos!en!España?!
23.1.1!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!apoyo!se!trató?!
23.1.2!!¿Quién!se!la!otorga?!
23.1.3!!¿Quién!de!sus!familiares!aquí!en!España!pudo!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
23.1.4!!¿Cuándo!pudo!recibir!esta!ayuda?!!!
23.1.5!!¿Qué!requisitos!se!necesitan?!
!
23.2!!¿Reciben!sus!familiares!en!Ecuador!algún!tipo!de!recursos!mínimos?!
!
[ver!puntos!arriba]!
!
23.3!!!¿Pasó!alguna!vez!a!su!familia!aquí!de!tener!que!pedir!un!préstamo?!
23.3.1!!¿Cuándo?!
23.3.2!!¿En!qué!situación?!
23.3.3!!¿Quién!se!lo!concedió?!
23.3.4!!¿Durante!cuánto!tiempo!tuvieron!el!préstamo?!
!
24.!FALLECIMIENTO!O!REPATRIACIÓN!
!
24.1!!¿Sabe!de!algún!programa!por!parte!del!gobierno!ecuatoriano!para!la!repatriación!en!el!caso!del!
fallecimiento?!
24.1.1!!¿Conoce!a!personas!que!han!podido!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
!
24.2!!¿Tiene!Usted!o!alguien!de!sus!familiares!seguros!de!vida?!!
24.2.1!!¿Qué!tipo!de!seguro!es?!
24.2.2!!¿Porqué!han!querido!hacerlo?!
24.2.3!!¿Qué!costo!tiene?!
24.2.4!!¿Cuáles!prestaciones!tienen!incluidas?!
!
24.3!!¿Recibió!Usted!o!algún!familiar!aquí!o!en!Ecuador!apoyo!para!los!funerales?!
24.3.1!!¿De!qué!tipo!de!apoyo!se!trató?!
23.3.2!!¿Quién!pudo!beneficiar!de!este!apoyo?!
23.3.3!!¿!Aquí!o!en!Ecuador?!
23.3.4!!¿Quién!se!lo!otorgó?!
23.3.5!!¿Qué!requisitos!se!necesitan?!
!
24.4!!¿Recibió!algún!familiar!aquí!o!en!Ecuador!apoyo!por!parte!del!gobierno!o!por!parte!de!otras!
organizaciones!para!la!viudez?!
!
[ver!puntos!arriba]!
!
24.5!!Si!en!su!familia!aquí!en!España!pasara!un!fallecimiento!de!un!familiar,!¿harían!la!repatriación?!
!
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(

25.(EN(CONCLUSIÓN(

!
25.1!!En!su!familia,!¿han!sufrido!alguna!vez!episodios!de!discriminación!en!el!acceso!a!la!salud,!
educación!o!servicios!sociales?!
25.1.1!!¿En!qué!contexto?!
25.1.2!!¿Quién?!
25.1.3!!¿Cuándo?!
!
25.2!!En!relación!a!los!temas!de!seguridad!social!y!más!en!general!los!temas!sociales!de!los!cuales!
hemos!hablado!durante!esta!entrevista,!¿cuáles!diferencias!hay!según!Usted!entre!España!y!Ecuador!

! !
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Appendix(III(–(Information(Brochure(for(Participants(
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!
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Résumé(en(français((long)((
!

Cette!thèse!porte!sur!la!mise!en!œuvre,!au!sein!des!familles!transnationales,!de!la!protection!

sociale,! localement! et! au>delà! des! frontières.! L’étude! se! focalise! sur! les! arrangements! de!

protection! sociale! passés! entre! Amérique! Latine! et! Europe,! à! partir! du! cas! spécifique! des!

migrants!équatoriens!en!Espagne!et!en!Angleterre,!et!de! leurs! familles!en!Équateur.!Après!

avoir!présenté!le!sujet!de!recherche!et!son!approche!dans!la!littérature,!je!reviendrai!dans!ce!

résumé! étendu! sur! l’étude! de! cas! spécifique! dans! ses! contextes! géographiques,! sur! les!

questions!et!hypothèses!de!recherche,!sur!l’approche!méthodologique!de!la!thèse,!puis!sur!sa!

structure! et! enfin! les! principales! conclusions,! limites! et! recommandations! politiques! du!

travail.!

!

Dans! le! monde! globalisé! actuel,! de! croissance! des! mobilités! et! des! formes! de!

transnationalisation,!les!systèmes!de!protection!sociale!sont!principalement!conçus!pour!des!

populations! sédentaires! inscrites! dans! un! État>nation.! Toutefois,! cela! ne! répond! pas! aux!

besoins!des! individus!et!des!familles!dont! les! liens!et!styles!de!vie!dépassent! les!frontières!

étatiques!(Righard!2008!;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2015!;!Levitt!et!al.!2017).!

Le!concept!de!protection!sociale!connait!différentes!acceptions.!Il!est!souvent!utilisé!comme!

synonyme!de!«!sécurité!sociale!»,!bien!qu’il!soit!généralement!plus!large!et!englobe!également!

les!dimensions!non!étatiques! (Taha!et!al.!2015! ;!Mohanty!2011! ;!Oduro!2010).!Si! le! terme!

«! protection! sociale! »! prévaut! dans! les! pays! en! développement,! il! est! plus! généralement!

implicite! dans! les! contextes! occidentaux,! au! sein! de! la! notion! d’État>providence! (Sabates>

Wheeler!et!Feldman!2011,!p.!19),!dans! la! littérature!anglo>saxonne!en!particulier.!Dans!de!

nombreux!pays!du!Sud,! les!systèmes!de!protection!sociale!ont!tendance!à!être!fragiles,! les!

autres!acteurs!formels!et!informels!jouant!un!rôle!majeur!en!ce!domaine!(Devereux!and!Getu!

2013!;!Harvey!et!al.!2007!;!Oduro!2010).!!

Deux!perspectives!principales!peuvent!être!distinguées.!!

D’une! part,! celle! des! économistes! et! spécialistes! du! développement,! qui! entendent! la!

protection! sociale! comme! relevant! d’initiatives! publiques! et! privées! visant! à! fournir! des!

transferts!en!argent!et!en!nature!pour!protéger!les!populations!vulnérables!contre!les!risques!

sociaux! (Devereux! and! Sabates>Wheeler! 2004! ;! Roelen! and!Devereux! 2013).! D’autre! part,!

l’approche!socio>anthropologique,!qui!conçoit!la!protection!sociale!comme!des!«!pratiques!de!
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réduction!des!risques!liées!à!la!reproduction!humaine!»!(Amelina!et!al.!2012,!p.!3!;!voir!aussi!

Faist!2013)!et!aux!besoins!des!individus!et!des!familles!liés!à!leur!parcours!de!vie!et!à!diverses!

intersectionnalités!(par!exemple,!classe!et!genre).!!

L’approche!utilisée!dans!cette!thèse!s’appuie!plutôt!sur!cette!deuxième!perspective,!mais!elle!

prend! en! considération! les! provisions! de! protection! sociale! issues! de! différents! acteurs!

comme!l'État,!la!famille!et!d'autres!réseaux!informels,!le!marché!et!le!tiers!secteur!(Ascoli!and!

Ranci!2002!;!Levitt!et!al.!2017).!!La!protection!sociale!des!acteurs!formels!et!informels!répond!

«!à!la!fois!à!la!privation!absolue!et!à!la!vulnérabilité!des!plus!pauvres,!et!aux!besoins!des!non>

pauvres!d’être!en!sécurité!face!aux!chocs!et!aux!événements!de!leur!cycle!de!vie!»!(Norton!et!

al.!2001,!p.7!;!voir!aussi!Lafleur!and!Vivas!2018!;!Magnoni!et!al.!2010).!La!protection!sociale!

est!ainsi!une!question!multidimensionnelle!qui!englobe!divers!domaines!qui!sont!liés!entre!

eux! (Dankyi! et! al.! 2017! ;! Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2019).! Les! deux! perspectives! évoquées!

concernent! cinq! principaux! domaines! de! protection! sociale! :! revenu,( santé,( logement,(

éducation,(soins(des(personnes(à(charge((Amelina!et!al.!2012!;!Faist!2013!;!Mazzucato!2011!;!

OECD!2007!;!ILO!2014!;!2017).!

Récemment! les!chercheurs!en!sciences!sociales!ont!souligné! l’importance!de! la!«!question!

sociale!transnationale!»!en!lien!avec!la!mobilité!humaine!croissante,!les!politiques!sociales!et!

les! besoins! sociaux! au>delà! des! États>nation! (Faist! 2019! ;! Yeates! and! Irving! 2005).! Une!

définition! générale! de! la! protection! sociale! transnationale! (PST)! renvoie! aux! «! politiques,!

programmes,! personnes,! organisations! et! institutions! qui! fournissent! et! protègent! les!

individus![…]!de!manière!transnationale!»!(Levitt!et!al.!2017,!p.!6).!Le!fait!que!la!protection!

sociale!soit!principalement!délivrée!à!un!niveau!national!constitue!un!défi!pour!les!personnes!

en!mobilité! comme! les!migrants,! dont! les! liens! et! responsabilités! dépassent! les! frontières!

étatiques.!Les!recherches! indiquent!qu'environ!un!quart!des!migrants!dans! le!monde!n'ont!

aucun!accès!à!une!couverture!formelle!de!protection!sociale.!Cela!concerne!en!particulier!les!

pays!du!Sud!(Hagen>Zanker!et!al.!2017),!mais!des!études!récentes!montrent!que!les!lacunes!

de!protection!sociale!existent!également!dans!les!pays!occidentaux!(Lafleur!and!Mescoli!2018!;!

Bruzelius!à!paraître).!Plus!généralement,! la!protection!sociale!représente!un!défi!au!niveau!

mondial,!car!moins!de!30%!de!la!population!mondiale!a!accès!à!la!protection!et!la!sécurité!

sociale!(OIT!2017).!La!diversité!des!statuts!juridiques!et!socio>économiques!signifie!différentes!

voies!d’accès!aux!mécanismes!de!protection!sociale!formels.!!

!
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Les!migrants!internationaux!et!leurs!familles!sont!spécialement!confrontés!à!des!vulnérabilités!

en!matière!de!protection!sociale.!!

D’une!part,!dans!de!nombreux!contextes!au!Sud,! la!protection!sociale!offerte!par! l'État!est!

fragile! (Sabates>Wheeler! and! Koettl,! 2010! ;! Harvey! et! al.,! 2007).! Cela! est! également! lié! à!

l'informalité! généralisée! du! travail! qui! limite! les! cotisations! d'assurance! sociale! et! donc! la!

couverture! formelle! de! protection! sociale! (Norton! et! al.! 2001! ;! OIT! 2018).! En! outre,! de!

nombreux!migrants!perdent!leurs!droits!à! la!sécurité!sociale!dans!leur!pays!d’origine!après!

avoir!migré!(Avato!et!al.!2009)!et,!lorsqu'ils!décident!de!rentrer,!ils!peuvent!être!exclus!d'une!

couverture! publique! adéquate! (Wassink! 2018).! Le! rôle! du! pays! d’origine! des!migrants! est!

toutefois!souvent!négligé!dans!la!littérature!sur!la!protection!sociale!des!migrants.!

D'autre!part,!dans!les!pays!de!destination,!où!les!migrants!récemment!arrivés!peuvent!ne!pas!

disposer!de!réseaux!sociaux!solides!en!guise!de!protection!sociale!informelle,!ils!sont!soumis!

à!des!vulnérabilités!spécifiques!(Ratel!et!al.!2013!;!EAPN!2015),!et!rencontrent!des!obstacles!

pour! accéder! aux! prestations! sociales.! Il! existe! une! inégalité! de! protection! sociale! entre!

migrants! et! non>migrants! (MacAuslan! and! Sabates>Wheeler! 2011! ;! OIT! 2017! ;! Ratel! et! al.!

2013!;!Bruzelius!à!paraître).!Bien!que!la!situation!des!migrants!sans!papiers!soit!la!plus!grave!

(Sabates>Wheeler! and! Waite! 2003),! les! migrants! avec! un! statut! légal! sont! également!

confrontés! à! des! exclusions! de! la! couverture! de! protection! sociale! formelle.! Des! études!

récentes!dans!l'UE!montrent!que!dans!un!contexte!de!récession!économique!et!de!politiques!

d’austérité,! les!flux!migratoires! intra>européens!Sud>Nord!se!sont!accrus,!et! l'exclusion!des!

prestations!sociales!ne!concerne!pas!uniquement!les!ressortissants!de!pays!tiers!(avec!ou!sans!

papiers)!mais!aussi!les!citoyens!européens!(Lafleur!and!Stanek!2017!;!Bruzelius,!à!paraître!;!

Lafleur!and!Mescoli!2018!;!Kilkey!2017!;!McCarthy!2012!;!Mas!2016).!Plus!généralement,!bien!

que!la!vulnérabilité!et!les!inégalités!soient!plus!répandues!dans!les!sociétés!du!Sud,!elles!se!

sont!aussi!développées!ces!dernières!années!dans!les!pays!à!revenu!élevé.!Cette!évolution!est!

également! liée!aux!politiques!d'austérité,!qui!ont!entraîné!une! réduction!des!dépenses!de!

protection!sociale!et!exposé! les!populations!à!des! risques!plus! importants,! impliquant!une!

aggravation!généralisée!des!conditions!de!protection!sociale!(ILO!2014!;!ILO!2017).!

!

Au!cours!des!dernières!décennies,!les!accords!de!sécurité!sociale!entre!les!pays!d'origine!et!de!

destination! sont! devenus! un! instrument! important! pour! garantir! la! transférabilité! des!

prestations!de!sécurité!sociale!–!telles!que!les!soins!de!santé!ou!les!retraites!–!aux!travailleurs!
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internationaux.!Par!exemple,!l'accord!multilatéral!Ibéro>Américain!de!Sécurité!Sociale!mis!en!

œuvre!en!2007!garantit!la!portabilité!des!droits!à!la!retraite!des!travailleurs!migrants!entre!les!

pays!d'Amérique!latine,!l'Espagne!et!le!Portugal.!Cependant,!ce!genre!d’instruments!présente!

encore!des! faiblesses,! telles!que!des!problèmes!administratifs!et!de!coordination!entre! les!

États!faisant!obstacle!à!la!portabilité,!ainsi!qu'un!manque!de!connaissance!de!ces!instruments!

au!sein!des!migrants,!qui!peut!entrainer! la!perte!des!cotisations!versées!(Holzmann!2017!;!

EMN!2014).! Plus! généralement,! la! portabilité! bilatérale! est! limitée! à!des!pays! spécifiques,!

souvent!liés!par!des!liens!coloniaux,!et!lorsque!les!migrants!doivent!gérer!les!problèmes!de!

PST!dans!plusieurs!pays,!les!droits!peuvent!rester!dispersés!(voir!aussi!Holzmann!et!al.!2005).!

Récemment,!d’autres!programmes!transnationaux!visent!à!assurer!la!protection!sociale!des!

migrants,! comme! les! initiatives! des! pays! d’origine! (OIM!2017),! telles! que! les! programmes!

d'affiliation!volontaire!aux!systèmes!de!sécurité!sociale!dans!le!pays!d’origine!payés!par!les!

migrants,!ou!encore!des! initiatives!extraterritoriales!pour!fournir!un!soutien!consulaire!aux!

citoyens!à!l'étranger!sur!des!différents!questions.!Néanmoins,!il!existe!à!ce!jour!peu!de!preuves!

de!l'impact!et!de!l'efficacité!de!ces!systèmes!(par!exemple,!IOM!2017,!p.!4).!

En!effet,!les!personnes!qui!émigrent!ne!sont!souvent!pas!détachées!de!leur!contexte!d'origine!

et! peuvent! être! liées! par! des! obligations!morales! familiales,! afin! de! garantir! la! protection!

sociale!des!membres!de!leur!famille!qui!n’ont!pas!émigré.!Cependant,!au!niveau!mondial,!les!

dispositions!légales!restent!rares,!la!transférabilité!transnationale!des!droits!étant!rarement!

prévue!pour!les!familles!des!migrants!(EMN,!2014).!!

!

En!conséquence,!en!raison!des! insuffisances!des!systèmes!de!protection!sociale!conçus!de!

manière!territoriale!et!des!diverses!lacunes!de!la!PST!formelle,!les!familles!transnationales,!à!

savoir!«!les!familles!qui!vivent!à!peu!près!ou!la!plupart!du!temps!séparées!les!unes!des!autres!

tout!en!préservant! la!cohésion!et!en!créant!quelque!chose!qui!peut!être!perçu!comme!un!

sentiment!de!bien>être!collectif!et!d'unité,!c'est>à>dire!un!‘sentiment!de!famille’,!même!au>

delà! des! frontières! nationales! »! (Bryceson! and! Vuerla! 2002,! p.! 3)! doivent! organiser! leurs!

propres!arrangements!de!PST!par! le!bas.!Elles!déploient!ainsi!des!stratégies!afin!de!couvrir!

leurs! besoins! de! protection! sociale,! via! la! circulation! internationale! de! pratiques! et! de!

ressources!formelles!et! informelles,! issues!de!différentes!sources!et! institutions!comme!les!

États,!les!marchés,!les!organisations!du!tiers!secteur!et!les!réseaux!sociaux!informels!(Levitt!et!

al.!2017).!Dans!de! tels!«!assemblages!»!de!PST! (Bilecen!and!Barglowski!2015),! les! familles!
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transnationales! combinent! ces! ressources,! tout! en! faisant! face! à! diverses! contraintes! (par!

exemple,! Serra! and! Mazzuccato! 2019! ;! Serra! 2019).! Le! statut! légal,! l’accès! à! la! mobilité!

internationale,! les! moyens! économiques,! le! genre! et! les! normes! sociales! de! réciprocité!

intergénérationnelle,!façonnent!l'accès,!la!circulation!et!la!coordination!des!ressources!visant!

à!couvrir!les!différents!besoins!en!protection!sociale!des!familles!partagées!entre!ici,!là>bas!et!

parfois!ailleurs.!Ces!besoins!évoluent!dans!le!temps,!selon!les!phases!des!cycles!de!vie!(Kilkey!

and! Palenga>Mölenbeck! 2016),! les! spécificités! des! «! environnements! de! protection!

sociale!»198!de!chacun,!les!régimes!de!migration!et!l’État>providence!(Kilkey!and!Merla!2014!;!

Baldassar!and!Merla!2014).!

!

Le! cas! équatorien! est! pertinent! pour! l’étude! de! la! protection! sociale! transnationale! pour!

diverses!raisons.!!

Tout! d'abord,! pour! comprendre! les! formes! de! PST! des! familles! transnationales! latino>

américaines!qui!circulent!entre!leurs!contextes!d'origine!et!l'Europe!:!en!effet,!les!Équatoriens!

sont! l’une! des! plus! grandes! communautés! latino>américaines! d’Europe,! principalement!

concentrée!en!Espagne!(FLACSO!and!UNFPA>Ecuador!2008),!où!la!majorité!d’entre!eux!ont!été!

naturalisés!espagnols!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015).!Après!la!crise!financière!équatorienne!de!la!fin!des!

années!90,!qui!a!provoqué!l'exode!des!Équatoriens!(Ramírez!and!Ramirez!2005),!la!récession!

mondiale!de!2008!a!de!nouveau!déstabilisé! les!migrants!équatoriens!vivant!en!Europe,!en!

particulier!en!Espagne,!où!ils!ont!été!touchés!en!particulier!par! le!chômage!structurel!et! la!

bulle! immobilière!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015),!générant!un!flux!de!retour!dans! leur!pays!d'origine!

(Moreno!and!Álvarez!2017).!

Deuxièmement,! les! reconfigurations! migratoires! en! cours! des! familles! équatoriennes! ont!

également! impliqué! une! deuxième!migration! vers! d'autres! contextes! d'accueil! en! Europe!

facilités!par!la!citoyenneté!de!l'UE!acquise!en!Espagne!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015).!Un!de!ces!pays!de!

destination!est!l’Angleterre!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016),!avec!une!situation!économique!plus!

stable,!au!moins!jusqu’aux!effets!du!Brexit.!!

Troisièmement,! parmi! les! études! émergentes! sur! la! PST,! on! ne! sait! quasiment! rien! des!

arrangements! établis! par! des! migrants! qui! possèdent! une! double! nationalité,! et! sont!

impliqués!dans!des!processus!de!transnationalisation!croissante!(Fox!2005!;!Bauböck!2017).!

                                                
198!Sur!le!concept!d’!«!environnements!de!protection!sociale!»!voir!la!définition!à!page!344!et!la!section!1.3.5.!!
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Quatrièmement,!L’Equateur!a!récemment!mis!en!œuvre!des!politiques!sociales! innovantes!

(Carranza! and! Cisneros! 2014),! au!moins! sur! la! forme,!même! si! ce! n’est! pas! une! véritable!

réforme! du! système! d’État>providence! (Naranjo! 2014).! Durant! la! dernière! décennie,!

l’Équateur!a!adopté!une!politique!dite!de!«!mobilité!humaine!»!pour!la!gestion!de!la!migration!

et!reconnu!dans!la!nouvelle!constitution!de!2008!les!«!familles!transnationales!»!et!leurs!liens!

avec!le!pays!d’origine,!concédant!le!droit!de!vote!aux!citoyens!à!l'étranger!et!renforçant!des!

programmes!extraterritoriaux!(Boccagni!2011!;!Ramirez!2010!;!Entrena!et!al.!2013).!

!!

Dans! cette! thèse,! j'analyse! les! pratiques! de! PST! de! familles! équatoriennes! de! deux! pays!

européens! distincts.! L’un! d’eux! est! l’Espagne,! principal! pays! d’accueil! des! Équatoriens! en!

Europe! (479! 117! Equatoriens! en! 2009,! 411.897! en! 2019! >! INE! 2019).! L’Espagne! dispose!

d’instruments! juridiques! favorables! aux! Équatoriens! et! aux! Latino>Américains! en! général,!

comme! l’Accord! de! sécurité! sociale! conclu! avec! l’Équateur! (2009/2011)! et! un! régime! de!

naturalisation!facilité!et!plus!rapide.!Cependant,!la!situation!économique!espagnole!suite!à!la!

récession!financière!de!2008!et! la!dégradation!des!conditions!de!protection!sociale!dans!le!

pays!(Arango!et!al.!2014!;!Colectivo!IOE!et!OIM!2012)!ont!affecté!les!liens!de!PST!des!familles!

équatoriennes!(Herrera!2012).!

Afin!de!mieux!comprendre!l'importance!du!régime!de!migration,!de!protection!sociale!et!de!

travail! (Kilkey! and!Merla! 2014)! espagnol,! il! est! utile! de! développer! une! comparaison! des!

dispositifs! de! PST! organisés! au! niveau! local! et! transnational! avec! un! autre! contexte! de!

destination.!L’Angleterre!a!été!choisie!pour!plusieurs!raisons.!Premièrement,!le!Royaume>Uni!

dispose! d’un! système! de! protection! sociale! distinct,! de! type! libéral! anglo>saxon! (Esping>

Andersen!1990!;!Hemerijck!et!al.!2013).!Un!deuxième!point!important!est!qu’aucun!accord!de!

sécurité! sociale! existe! entre! l’Équateur! et! le! Royaume>Uni,! ce! qui! pourrait! constituer! un!

désavantage! pour! les! migrants.! Troisièmement,! le! régime! de! migration! britannique! est!

différent,! sans! liens! coloniaux! ni! régimes! privilégiés! avec! l'Équateur.! Dans! ce! pays! les!

Équatoriens!immigrés!dans!les!années!2000!ont!été!confrontés!à!l'invisibilité!en!raison!de!leur!

statut!sans!papiers!prolongé!(McIlwaine!et!al.!2011),!et!une!nouvelle!migration,!postérieure!ç!

la!crise!de!2008,!composée!de!citoyens!disposant!de! la!double!nationalité!équatorienne!et!

espagnole!a!émergé!ces!dernières!années!en!provenance!d’Espagne!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!

2016! ;! Mas! 2016).! Une! dernière! raison! pour! justifier! le! choix! l’Angleterre! réside! dans! sa!
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situation!du!marché!du!travail,!qui!n’est!pas!autant!déprimée!qu’en!Espagne,!ce!qui!pourrait!

avoir!motivé!cette!deuxième!migration.!

!

Dans!ce!contexte,!cette!thèse!aborde!deux!questions!de!recherche!principales.!Comment'les'

familles' transnationales' équatoriennes' organisent2elles' leurs' dispositifs' de' protection'

sociale' transnationale' entre' l’Espagne,' l’Angleterre' et' l’Équateur' ?! Je! réponds! à! cette!

question! en! examinant! les! pratiques! (financières,! matérielles,! organisationnelles)! de! PST!

mises! en!œuvre! par! les! familles,! en! observant! leurs! flux!multidirectionnels! entre! les! pays!

concernés.!!

Comment'les'conditions'spécifiques'en'matière'de'protection'sociale,'de'marché'du'travail'

et'de'migration,'ainsi'que'les'besoins'des'familles,'façonnent2ils' les'dispositifs'de'PST'des'

familles' transnationales' équatoriennes' ?' Sur! la! base! de! cette! question,! j'explore! non!

seulement! le! rôle! des! «! environnements! de! protection! sociale! »! auprès! des! différents!

membres!de!la!famille,!mais!également!le!rôle!des!négociations!existantes!au!sein!des!familles.!

Mon! hypothèse! est! que! les! arrangements! de! PST! des! familles! équatoriennes! entre!

l'Europe! (Espagne,! Angleterre)! et! leur! pays! d'origine! traversent! des! transformations!

particulières.!Celles>ci!sont!liées!à!l’altération!de!la!capacité!des!migrants!à!s’engager!dans!des!

allocations!de!ressources!liées!à!la!protection!sociale!vis>à>vis!des!familles!en!Équateur,!et!à!

leurs! reconfigurations! spatiales! en! cours,! en! raison! de! la! récession! de! 2008.! La! deuxième!

migration!vers!l’Angleterre!implique!une!gestion!de!la!PST!plus!complexe!entre!plusieurs!pays.!

En!même!temps,!je!suppose!que!les!arrangements!en!matière!de!PST!sont!également!façonnés!

par!des!besoins!et!relations!familiales!qui!ont!changé!depuis!la!période!de!migration!initiale.!!

Cette!thèse!est!basée!sur!des!données!collectées!lors!de!14!mois!d'ethnographie!multi>

située!(Marcus!1995!;!Falzon!2009)!conduite!avec!des!migrants!équatoriens,!pour!la!plupart!

disposant! de! la! nationalité! espagnole,! en! Espagne! et! Angleterre,! et! avec! leurs! familles! en!

Équateur.!J’ai!réalisé!des!entretiens!semi>structurés,!mené!des!conversations!informelles!et!

des!observations!auprès!de!63!familles!transnationales,!et!des!entretiens!formels!auprès!de!

différents!informateurs!clés.!!

La!thèse!s'inscrit!dans!le!cadre!d'un!doctorat!en!cotutelle!en!Géographie!(Aix>Marseille!

Université)!et!en!Études!de!la!société!(Université!de!Maastricht),!et!développe!une!perspective!

interdisciplinaire! à! partir! de! deux! disciplines! principales! :! la! géographie! sociale! et!

l'anthropologie! sociale,! afin! de! comprendre! le! sujet! de! recherche! de! manière! spatiale,!
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relationnelle!et!temporelle.!

La!thèse!est!constituée!de!six!chapitres!:!après!l’introduction,!le!premier!chapitre!présente!le!

cadre! théorique! et! conceptuel,! le! second! la!méthodologie,! le! troisième! le! contexte! de! la!

migration!et!de!la!protection!sociale!dans!les!trois!pays.!Les!chapitres!suivants!sont!empiriques!

et!présentent! les!résultats!de!recherche.!Le!chapitre!4!porte!sur! les!formes,! les!défis!et! les!

transformations! des! provisions! de! PST! des! migrants! équatoriens! en! Europe! envers! leur!

familles! en! Équateur.! Le! chapitre! suivant! se! centre! sur! les! modalités! de! soutien! et! les!

ressources! inverses,! depuis! l’Équateur,! en! soutien! aux! besoins! de! protection! sociale! des!

migrants.! Le! dernier! chapitre! aborde! les! ajustements! de! PST! dans! l’ensemble! de! leur!

complexité! d’organisation! et! de! gestion! entre! plusieurs! pays.! La! conclusion! résume! les!

résultats!de! recherche!et! assoit! sa! contribution! scientifique.! La! thèse!a!été! acceptée!pour!

publication199,!et!les!données!des!chapitres!empiriques!ont!été!utilisées!dans!des!articles,!en!

cours! de! publication! (chapitres! 4200! ! et! 6201)! ou! publiés! (chapitre! 5202)! dans! des! revues!

internationales!à!comité!de!lecture.!Les!sections!suivantes!présentent!les!six!chapitres!de!la!

thèse.!

Le!premier(chapitre(présente(les!fondements!théoriques!de!la!protection!sociale!des!migrants!

et!des!dispositifs!transnationaux!de!protection!sociale!des!familles!vivant!dans!différents!pays.!

Le!chapitre!rassemble!des!corpus!de!littérature!fragmentés,!intégrant!des!perspectives!issues!

de! différents! domaines! disciplinaires,! notamment! la! littérature! de! l’économie! du!

développement,! et! des! études! socio>anthropologiques.! Il! souligne! les! contributions! et! les!

manques!de!ces!ouvrages!pour!aborder!le!thème!de!la!protection!sociale!transnationale,!tout!

en! précisant! mon! positionnement! par! rapport! aux! approches! spécifiques! en! matière! de!

                                                
199!Palash!P.!(Forthcoming!2021),!"Organizing!transnational!social!protection!in!times!of!crisis.!Ecuadorian!families!
in!between!Ecuador,!Spain!and!England”!IMISCOE(Research(Series,(Springer.!
200!Une!partie!de!ce!chapitre!(section!4.3.1)!a!été!acceptée!pour!publication!sous!une!forme!modifiée!dans!une!revue!
académique! internationale.! Palash,! P.,! &! Serra,! E.! (forthcoming! 2020).! Gérer! la! vieillesse! dans! les! familles!
transnationales.!Ethnographies!comparées!Equateur!/!Soudan.!Espaces(et(Societés.!
201!Une!partie!de!ce!chapitre!(sections!6.2.2!et!6.3.4)!a!été!acceptée!avec!des!révisions!mineures!pour!publication!
comme!chapitre!de!livre!pour!un!éditeur!académique!international!:!Palash,!P.,!&!Baby>Collin,!V.!(Forthcoming!2020),!
"Puzzling!Social!Protection!Across!Several!Countries:!Opportunistic!Strategy!or!Risky!Compensation?",!In!Ryndik!O.,!
Suter!B.,!Odden!G.:!"Migration!to!and!from!Welfare!States:!Lived!experiences!of!the!welfare>migration!nexus!in!a!
globalised!world",!IMISCOE(Book(Series,(Springer.!
202!Une!partie!de!ce!chapitre!(section!5.3)!a!été!acceptée!pour!publication!sous!une!forme!modifiée!dans!une!revue!
académique! internationale.!Palash,!P.,!&!Baby>Collin,!V.! (2018).!The!other!side!of!need:!Reverse!economic! flows!
ensuring! migrants’! transnational! social! protection.! Population,( Space( and( Place,! 25(5),! 1–10.!
https://doi.org/10.1002/psp.2219!
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migration!et!de!familles!transnationales.!

Le!transnationalisme,!apparu!depuis!les!années!90,!reconnaît!l’importance!des!liens!sociaux!

des! migrants! avec! leur! pays! d’origine! (Levitt! et! Jaworsky! 2007).! Seules! les! contributions!

récentes! sur! le! transnationalisme! prêtent! toutefois! attention! aux! facteurs! contextuels! qui!

façonnent!la!PST!(Kilkey!and!Merla!2013!;!Levitt!et!al.!2017).!Par!rapport!à!d’autres!théories!

de! la! migration! comme! la! théorie! économique! dite! NELM! (New( Economics( of( Labour(

Migration,( voir( par! exemple( Stark! 1980! ;! Stark! and! Lucas! 1988),! ou! des! théories! du!

développement!relatives!aux!moyens!de!subsistance!prévalant!entre!la!fin!des!années!70!et!

les!années!2000!(Carney!1998!;!Ellis!1998),!la!perspective!transnationale!est!pertinente!pour!

au!moins!deux!raisons!importantes.!Premièrement,!elle!examine!les!expériences!des!familles!

séparées!par!des!frontières!étatiques!et!les!liens!transnationaux!par!la!collecte!de!données!à!

la!fois!dans!les!pays!d’origine!et!de!destination!(Mazzucato!2012),!fournissant!un!cadre!plus!

complet!de!leur!vie!et!de!leurs!besoins.!Deuxièmement,!cette!approche!dépasse!le!focus!sur!

les!unités!d'analyse!homogènes!d’un!seul!foyer!dans!le!pays!d’origine!censé!établir!la!prise!des!

décisions! des! arrangements! de! protection! sociale! des! familles! transnationales! (voir! par!

exemple! Mazzucato! 2009).! L’organisation! de! la! PST! implique! des! unités! d'analyse! plus!

complexes!:!les!réseaux!familiaux!transnationaux!de!membres!localisés!dans!différents!foyers!

et!pays,!avec!des!négociations!entre!intérêts!multiples!et!parfois!divergents!(Palash!and!Serra!

à!paraître!;!Serra!2019).!Les!familles!contemporaines!ne!suivent!pas!forcement!les!modèles!

nucléaires! co>résidents! et! sédentaires! (voir! par! exemple! Schier! 2016)! pour! lesquels! sont!

conçus! les! systèmes! de! protection! sociale! étatiques.! En! outre,! dans! un! contexte! de!

mondialisation!les!mobilités!spatiales!sont!accrues!et!plus!complexes.!

Je!distingue!cinq!domaines!principaux!considérés!à!la!fois!par!la!perspective!des!systèmes!de!

protection!sociale!formelle!(OECD!2007!;!ILO!2014;!2017)!et!informelle!(Amelina!et!al.!2012!;!

Faist!2013)!:!revenu,!soins!de!santé,!logement,!éducation,!soins!des!personnes!à!charge,!qui!

sont!activés!à!différentes!étapes!du!cycle!de!vie.!Parallèlement,!j’offre!un!aperçu!systématique!

de!toute!une!gamme!d’acteurs!et!de!ressources!au!niveau!formel!et!informel!issues!d'un!«!

environnement!de!ressources!»!transnational!(Levitt!et!al.!2017)!et!mobilisés!par!les!acteurs!

interrogés.!Pour! les! familles!transnationales! il!est!problématique!de!s'appuyer!uniquement!

sur! les! provisions! formelles! car,! tant! en! origine! qu'en! destination,! ils! rencontrent! des!

problèmes!d'accès!et!de!transférabilité!des!droits,!et!ils!sont!souvent!relégués!dans!l'économie!
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informelle,! les! excluant! des! dispositions! formelles! de!protection! sociale.! En!outre,! dans! le!

contexte! de! la! récession! mondiale,! dans! les! pays! de! destination! l’octroi! des! prestations!

sociales!devient!de!plus!en!plus!difficile,! tandis!que! les!conditions!de!travail!se!détériorent!

considérablement,!affectant!la!protection!sociale!des!migrants!et!leur!capacité!à!assurer!celle!

des!membres!de!leur!famille.!

Les!familles!transnationales!combinent!les!ressources!de!différents!pays!tout!en!faisant!face!

aux!contraintes!contextuelles!spécifiques!des!différents!environnements!entre!lesquels!leurs!

membres!naviguent,!telles!que!le!régime!de!migration!et!de!protection!sociale!ainsi!que!le!

marché!du!travail!(Kilkey!and!Merla!2014!;!Levitt!et!al.!2017!;!Palash!and!Baby>Collin!2018).!

Ainsi,!les!environnements!entre!lesquels!naviguent!les!familles!transnationales!n’impliquent!

pas!seulement!des!ressources,!comme!le!conceptualisent!Levitt!et!al.!(2017),!mais!constituent!

des! «! environnements( de( protection( sociale( ».! J’avance! théoriquement! en! proposant! le!

concept! d'espace( de( protection( sociale( transnational( (EPST),! considérant! l'espace! comme!

produit!social203,!construit!dans!l’interaction!entre!les!acteurs!engagés!dans!des!pratiques!de!

protection!sociale,!et! les!environnements!associés,!évoluant!dans! le! temps.!Cet!espace!est!

ancré!dans!des!lieux!spécifiques!et!donc!territorialisé!(Cortes!and!Pesche!2013!;!Baldassar!and!

Merla! 2013).! Les! membres! de! familles! transnationales! inscrits! dans! des! systèmes! de!

réciprocité!intergénérationnels!étendus!associent!des!ressources!multiples!pour!répondre!à!

des! besoins! divers! (Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2019).! Leurs! implications! complémentaires!

asymétriques!entre!ici!et!là>bas!(Carling!2014)!sont!façonnées!par!des!«!environnements!de!

protection!sociale!»!spécifiques!et!des!logiques!familiales!évoluant!dans!le!temps!(Baldassar!

and!Merla!2013),!impliquant!des!négociations!et!des!réajustements.!

!

Dans!le!deuxième(chapitre,!je!traite!des!aspects!méthodologiques!de!cette!étude,!y!compris!

les! procédures! utilisées! pour! la! collecte! de! données,! les! sites! de! recherche,! l'accès! aux!

participants!et!leurs!caractéristiques,!ainsi!que!des!questions!de!positionnement!et!d'éthique!

de!la!recherche.!

J’ai!essayé!de!combler!les!lacunes!de!la!recherche!actuelle!sur!les!familles!transnationales!au!

moyen!de!plusieurs!méthodes.!Premièrement,!j'ai!rassemblé!des!données!à!la!fois!dans!le!pays!

d'origine!et!dans!deux!pays!de!destination,!afin!de!surmonter!la!partialité!de!la!collecte!de!

                                                
203!Voir!par!exemple!Bourdieu!1984;!Lefebvre!1991;!Löw!2016;!Massey!2005;!Cortes!and!Pesche!2013;!Di!Méo!and!
Buléon!2005.!
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données!qui!ne!viendraient!que!d'un!seul!côté!de!la!vie!familiale!transnationale!(Mazzucato!

2008a!;!2009).!Deuxièmement,!j'ai!effectué!des!recherches!dans!trois!pays!différents,!avec!des!

systèmes!de!protection!sociale!distincts,!en!analysant!des!liens!de!PST!complexes!entre!ces!

contextes.!Troisièmement,!mon!analyse!au!niveau!familial!prend!en!considération!des!unités!

d’analyse!et!des!liens!entre!les!foyers!plus!complexes!sur!les!responsabilités!et!les!prises!de!

décision! sur! les! dispositifs! de! PST.! Une! ethnographie!multi>située! fournit! une! image! plus!

complète! des! conditions! et! des! expériences! vécues! des! acteurs! de! la! famille,! tout! en!

appréhendant!les!nuances!relationnelles!et!émotionnelles!délicates!des!arrangements!de!PST.!

En! même! temps,! j’ai! été! consciente! de! mon! positionnement! dans! les! différents! sites! de!

recherche!et!lors!des!interactions!avec!les!participants,!par!rapport!à!différentes!dimensions!

associées!à! l'appartenance!ethnique,! la! classe,! l'éducation!et! le!genre.!Enfin,! j'ai! garanti! la!

confidentialité!dans!mes!interactions!avec!les!participants.!

L’ethnographie! multi>située! conduite! auprès! de! membres! de! 63! familles! transnationales!

pendant! 14!mois! en! Espagne! (Barcelone! et! sa! banlieue),! en! Angleterre! (Londres)! et! dans!

diverses! localités!en!Équateur!(principalement!à!Quito!et!à!Guayaquil)!entre!2015!et!2016,!

englobe!un!nombre!total!de!118!personnes!interrogées,!sans!compter!celles!auprès!desquelles!

des!observations!ont!été!effectuées.!L’échantillon!est!partiellement!combiné!pour!18!des!63!

familles,!c’est>à>dire!que! les!mêmes! familles!ont!été! rencontrées!à! la! fois!en!Europe!et!en!

Equateur.!Cela!m'a!permis!d'approfondir!ma!compréhension!des!relations!réciproques,!de!la!

logique! et! des! mécanismes! de! fonctionnement! des! arrangements! de! PST,! ainsi! que! des!

(in)congruences!de!l’information!par!le!biais!de!l’observation!directe!des!deux!(ou!plus)!parties!

en!jeu!dans!la!vie!de!famille!transnationale!(Mazzucato!2009!;!Palash!and!Serra!à!paraître).!Les!

données!ont!été!complétées!par!des!entretiens!avec!45!informateurs!clés!dans!différents!pays,!

comprenant! des! chercheurs,! des! dirigeants! d'associations! de! migrants! en! Europe! et! de!

rapatriés!en!Équateur,!ainsi!que!des!employés!d'institutions!liées!à!la!protection!sociale,!des!

représentants!du!gouvernement!et!des!avocats.!

Parmi!les!caractéristiques!que!j’ai!considérées!comme!influençant!les!pratiques!des!PST!des!

migrants,!figurent!le!statut!juridique,!le!statut!socio>économique,!le!sexe,!la!composition!de!

la!famille!et!l’âge.!D'après!la!littérature!disponible!au!début!de!mes!recherches,!considérant!à!

la!fois!cette!population!en!Espagne!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015)!et!en!Angleterre!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!

2016),!leurs!caractéristiques!socio>économiques!étaient!hétérogènes.!Pour!cette!raison,!j’ai!

choisi!de!rester!flexible!avec!un!échantillon!varié,! incluant!à! la!fois!des!citoyens!de! l’Union!
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européenne!(espagnols!ou!britanniques)!et!des!migrants!simples!citoyens!équatoriens!(par!

exemple,!migrants!avec!un!permis!de!séjour!ou!sans!papiers);!des!migrants!avec!un!statut!

socio>économique! faible! (occupant! des! emplois! non! qualifiés,! souvent! en! raison! de! leur!

mobilité! descendante)! et! un! statut! socio>économique! élevé! (professionnels! occupant! des!

emplois!hautement!qualifiés),!des!migrants!des!deux!sexes!et!principalement!des!migrants!en!

âge! de! travailler! (entre! 20! et! 60! ans! environ).! Différentes! configurations! familiales!

caractérisent! les! structures! familiales! retenues! dans! l’enquête,! telles! que! les! familles!

nucléaires!et!les!migrants!célibataires!ou!divorcés,!avec!ou!sans!enfants!en!Europe,!tous!ayant!

toutefois!des!liens!familiaux!en!Équateur,!condition!de!l’analyse!transnationale.!!

J’ai! donc!opté!pour!un!échantillonnage!de! variation!maximale! comprenant!une! variété!de!

profils,!et!une!stratégie!d’échantillonnage!non!aléatoire!mixte!combinant!plusieurs!méthodes!

pour!atteindre!l'objectif!de!l'étude!(Patton!2002),!comme!l'échantillonnage!opportuniste,!en!

boule!de!neige,!la!stratégie!du!«!flux!des!populations!»!(Ritchie!and!Lewis!2003,!p.!94)!et!la!

technique! de! l'échantillon! apparié! (Mazzucato! 2009).! J'ai! collecté! des! données! jusqu'à!

saturation!dans!le!travail!de!terrain!en!Europe.!

Les!pratiques!de!protection!sociale!transnationale!(PST)!sont!observées!dans!leurs!évolutions!

au!cours!de!la!vie!des!familles,!selon!les!contextes!et!les!conjonctures!des!lieux!impliqués.!Ces!

pratiques! sont! restituées! de! manière! multidirectionnelle! dans! les! trois! contextes! de!

recherche,!dans!leurs!modalités!d’organisation!financières,!organisationnelles!et!matérielles!

multiples.!!

!

Dans!le!troisième(chapitre,!j'examine!le!contexte!historique!et!politique!récent!de!cette!étude.!

À!cette!fin,!je!donne!d’abord!un!aperçu!de!la!migration!équatorienne!dans!le!monde,!puis!je!

me!concentre!sur!l’Espagne!et!l’Angleterre,!deux!pays!majeurs!de!la!migration!équatorienne!

en! Europe.! Le! champ!migratoire! international! équatorien! a! été! secoué! au! cours! des! deux!

dernières!décennies!par!plusieurs!crises!socio>économiques.!Après!la!crise!à!la!fin!des!années!

1990!dans!ce!pays!andin,!les!politiques!d'ajustement!néolibéral,!comme!la!dollarisation!et!la!

"modernisation"! institutionnelle!mises! en!œuvre! par! la! classe! dirigeante! de! l’époque,! ont!

conduit!à!l’augmentation!des!inégalités!(Naranjo!2014).! Il!en!a!résulté!un!flux!de!migration!

massif!en!particulier!vers!les!Etats>Unis!(Ramírez!and!Ramírez!2005)!et!l’Espagne,!surtout!dans!

les!années!2000!(Iglesias!et!al.!2015).!Dans!ce!dernier!pays,!la!crise!financière!globale!de!2008!

a! déstabilisé! un! processus! d'installation! relativement! réussi,! générant! un! mouvement! de!
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retour! (Moreno! and! Álvarez! 2017)! et! des! reconfigurations! migratoires! vers! des! autres!

destinations!telles!que!l’Angleterre,!en!particulier!Londres!(McIlwaine!and!Bunge!2016!;!Mas!

2016),! où! le! marché! de! travail! a! été! moins! affecté! par! la! crise! financière.! La! migration!

équatorienne! dans! ce! pays! n’est! pas! un! phénomène! récent!mais! datant! des! années! 1970!

(McIlwaine! et! al.! 2011).! Le! flux!migratoire! plus! récent! venu! d’Espagne! est! favorisé! par! la!

citoyenneté!européenne!(espagnole),!jouant!un!rôle!sur!la!mobilité!internationale!et!l’accès!

formel!aux!droits!de!sécurité!sociale!au!Royaume>Uni.!Toutefois,!ces!avantages!sont!limités!

par!les!implications!du!Brexit!(Mas!2014!;!2016!;!Kilkey!2017),!en!dépit!des!rhétoriques!des!

médias!et!des!acteurs!politiques!britanniques!relatives!à!l’abus!des!prestations!sociales!de!la!

part!des!citoyens!européens!résidant!sur!le!sol!britannique!(Fernandes!2016).!

La!deuxième!partie!de!ce!chapitre!décrit!les!systèmes!de!protection!sociale!des!trois!pays!sur!

lesquels!se!concentre!cette!étude,!en!mettant!l’accent!sur!les!cinq!domaines!de!protection!

sociale!considérés,! tout!en!reconnaissant! le! rôle! joué!par! les!divers! types!d’acteurs!et! leur!

évolution!dans!le!temps.!À!cet!égard,!une!amélioration!générale!des!dispositions!publiques!

dans!différents!domaines!de!la!protection!sociale!peut!être!constatée!en!Équateur,!même!si!

elle!présente!encore!des!défis!importants.!Du!côté!européen,!on!observe!un!récent!recul!des!

provisions!de!l’État>providence,!exprimé!par!les!mesures!d'austérité!adoptées!à!la!suite!de!la!

récession! économique!mondiale,! qui! ont! particulièrement! touché! l'Espagne! (Aguilar! et! al.!

2014!;!Guamán!and!Illueca!2012),!mais!aussi!l'Angleterre!(Edmiston!2018!;!Lafond!et!al.!2014).!

La!perspective!comparative!des!deux!contextes!de!réception!européens!reflète!la!«!meilleure!

pratique!»!du!régime!de!migration!et!de!protection!sociale!espagnol,!en! lien!à! l’Accord!de!

Sécurité!Sociale!signé!avec!l’Equateur,!qui!favorise!la!mise!en!œuvre!d’une!PST.!Cependant,!

elle!est!fragilisée!par!divers!facteurs,!comme!les!effets!de!la!récession!sur!les!conditions!de!

travail!et!de!protection!sociale!des!migrants!(Arango!et!al.!2014),!ainsi!que!sur!l’informalité!de!

certains!secteurs!(tels!que!le!secteur!de!l’emploi!domestique)!(ILO!2016).!!

!

À!partir!du!chapitre(4!la!thèse!se!focalise!sur!les!données!empiriques!de!cette!recherche.!!Le!

chapitre!4!analyse!les!formes!de!protection!sociale!mises!en!œuvre!par!les!migrants!en!Europe!

avec!leur!familles!en!Équateur.!!

Premièrement,!il!montre!les!moyens!multiformes!déployés!par!les!migrants!pour!fournir!un!

soutien!à!leur!familles!dans!le!pays!d’origine,!pas!limité!aux!transferts!d’argent,!bien!que!ces!

derniers! soient! fondamentaux.!D’autres! formes!de! soutien! sont! relatives!à! l'utilisation!des!
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ressources!financières!et!matérielles!dans!le!pays!d’origine,!ainsi!qu’aux!envois!vers!l’Equateur!

de!médicaments!et!de!biens!générant!des!revenus.!

Deuxièmement,!ce!chapitre!analyse!l’évolution!des!arrangements!de!PST!dans!le!temps,!en!

s’adaptant! à! différents! bénéficiaires! et! à! différents! besoins.! Si! dans! le! passé,! avant! le!

processus!de!réunification!des!familles!nucléaires!qui!s’est!produit!en!Espagne!dans!les!années!

2000,!le!soutien!des!migrants!s'adressait!principalement!à!leurs!enfants!et!à!leurs!soignants!

(cf.!Olivié!et!al.!2008!;!Mata>Codesal!2012),!cela!a!changé!avec!le!temps,!et!l'aide!fournie!par!

ces!migrants!s'adresse!aujourd’hui!principalement!aux!parents!âgés!des!migrants.!J’analyse!

ainsi!l’impact!du!système!de!protection!sociale!équatorien!sur!les!besoins!des!parents!âgés!

des!migrants,!incapable!de!couvrir!leur!besoins!de!santé!et!de!revenus.!Alors!que!les!études!

sur!le!transnationalisme!privilégient!les!liens!de!PST!des!migrants!avec!leur!enfants!dans!les!

pays!en!origine!(cf.!Herrera!2013!;!Poeze!et!al.!2017!;!Parella!2007!;!Mazzucato!and!Dito!2018),!

les!travaux!portant!sur!d’autres!liens!de!PST,!comme!ceux!montrés!dans!ce!chapitre,!sont!plus!

marginaux!dans!la!littérature.!!

Troisièmement,!depuis!la!crise!économique!qui!a!durement!touché!l'Espagne,!la!capacité!de!

soutien!des!migrants! a! changé,!puisqu'ils! sont!exposés!à!de!nouvelles! vulnérabilités! ayant!

impacté! les! liens! avec! les! familles! dans! le! pays! d’origine.! En! raison! de! leur! précarité,! les!

migrants!sont!souvent!obligés!d’établir!des!priorités!dans!leur!soutien,!en!se!concentrant!sur!

leurs!parents!en!Équateur,!qui!catalysent!leur!obligations!morales!de!soutien!inconditionnel,!

au!détriment!d’autres!membres!des! familles.!Les!mères!de!migrants!sont!particulièrement!

dépendantes!de!l’aide,!car!elles!ont!été!reléguées!dans!le!secteur!informel!et!ont!rarement!

droit!à!une!pension!de!retraite!(voir!aussi!Palash!and!Serra,!à!paraître).!!Les!réajustements!des!

allocations! impliquent! parfois! des! tensions! relationnelles! dans! les! familles,! avec! des!

négociations!entre!ici(et(là:bas!sur!les!besoins,!attentes,!obligations,!capacités!de!provision!et!

intérêts! des!membres! familiaux.( Les!malentendus! semblent! être! amplifiés! par! la! distance!

physique!prolongée!et! la!communication!virtuelle!n’est!pas!toujours!favorable!à!cet!égard,!

générant!des!imaginaires!déformés!sur!la!vie!ailleurs.!!

Enfin,!les!défis!dans!l’organisation!de!la!PST!sont!aussi!liés!à!des!inadéquations!des!systèmes!

de!protection!sociale!par!rapport!aux!besoins!des!familles!transnationales!(voir!aussi!Palash!

and! Serra! à! paraître! ;! Serra! and! Mazzucato! 2017).! Cela! se! produit! pour! les! familles!

transnationales!à!faible!revenu!qui,!bien!qu’ayant!droit!à!des!prestations!sociales,!risquent!de!

perdre!ces!droits!si!les!migrants!envoient!des!transferts!d'argent,!comme!cela!est!apparu!dans!
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l’enquête! en! Équateur! et! en! Angleterre.! Cela! montre! les! insuffisances! des! systèmes! de!

protection! sociale! en! ce! qui! concerne! les! besoins! et! responsabilités! au! sein! des! familles!

transnationales.!
!

Le! chapitre( 5! se! concentre! sur! les! besoins! de! protection! sociale! des!migrants! eux>

mêmes,!assurés!par!leurs!familles!et!leurs!«!environnements!de!ressources!»!transnationales!

étendus!dans!leur!pays!d'origine!(Mazzucato!2009!;!2011!;!Levitt!et!al.!2017).!Pour!atteindre!

cet! objectif,! je! ne! me! concentre! pas! uniquement! sur! les! dispositions! organisationnelles,!

comme!le!fait!principalement!la!littérature,!mais!je!considère!également!d'autres!formes!de!

soutien!comme!les!transferts!financiers.!!

L'argument!de!ce!chapitre!contribue!à!la!littérature!sur!les!familles!transnationales,!les!

envois!de!fonds!et!la!PST!à!au!moins!trois!égards.!!

Premièrement,! les! contributions! socio>anthropologiques! du! transnationalisme! se!

concentrent! principalement! sur! la! prise! en! charge! et! les! soins! apportés! aux! enfants! de!

migrants!restés!dans!les!pays!d’origine!(voir!par!exemple!Herrera!2013!;!Dankyi!et!al.!2017).!

Cependant,!aujourd’hui,!ce!genre!de!services!informels!concerne!surtout!les!parents!âgés!des!

migrants.!En!outre,!les!provisions!organisationnelles!incluent!également!d'autres!services,!liés!

par!exemple!aux!propriétés!immobilières!des!migrants,!qui!se!sont!révélés!fondamentaux.!

Deuxièmement,!en!lien!avec!ce!dernier!aspect,!les!migrants!assurent!leur!situation!en!

Europe!en!mobilisant!leur!propres!ressources!financières,!issues!principalement!de!leur!biens!

en! location! en! Équateur,! qui! ont! récemment! pris! de! la! valeur,! en! raison! de! la! croissance!

substantielle!du!marché!de!l’immobilier!local.!Cet!arrangement!inverse!contraste!avec!les!flux!

d’argent!classiques!des!migrants!des!pays!de!destination!vers!les!pays!d’origine!destinés!aux!

investissements!dans!l’immobilier!(Lopez!2010).!

Les!«!flux(économiques(inversés(»,!incluant(à(la(fois(les!transferts(de(fonds(inversés(des(

familles(de(migrants,(et(les(moyens(financiers(propres(des(migrants(transférés(depuis(le(pays(

d'origine(»!(Palash!et!Baby>Collin!2018,!pages!3,!7)!jouent!un!rôle!clé!dans!les!arrangements!

de! PST! des! familles! de! cette! étude.! Ils! assurent! principalement! les! besoins! de! migrants!

économiques! établis! de! longue! date! en! Europe,! en! particulier! en! Espagne,! touchés! par! la!

récession! et! par! les! restrictions! sociales,! qui! sont! confrontés! à! la! précarité.! L’implication!

organisationnelle!des!familles!de!migrants!en!Équateur!est!essentielle!pour!la!génération!et!le!

maintien! de! ces! ressources! financières! et! leur! transfert! vers! l’Europe.! L’existence! de! flux!
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économiques! inversés! montre! que,! même! s’il! existe! un! fossé! indiscutable! en! termes! de!

moyens!économiques!et!matériels,!ainsi!que!d’accès!à!la!mobilité,!entre!le!Nord!et!le!Sud,!une!

telle! asymétrie! n’implique! pas! une! allocation! unidirectionnelle! des! ressources! au! sein! des!

familles!transnationales!(voir!aussi!Mazzucato!2009,!2011!;!Acosta!and!Wiesbrock!2015).!

Ces!flux!n’impliquent!pas!forcement!une!simple!logique!économique!et!une!réciprocité!

directe!comme!stratégie!d’autoassurance!préméditée!des!migrants! (Amuedo>Dorantes!and!

Pozo!2006!;!Batista!and!Umblijs,!2016;!Lucas!and!Stark,!1985)!mais!englobent!des!mécanismes!

de!réciprocité!généralisés!(voir!également!Baldassar!and!Merla!2014;!Serra!and!Mazzucato!

2019)! dans! lesquels! des! membres! de! famille! interdépendants! sont! liés! par! des! intérêts!

collectifs,! qui! peuvent! devenir! réversibles! sur! le! temps! long.! En! même! temps,! les! flux!

économiques! inversés! impactent! les!équilibres!de!pouvoir!et! les! relations!de!dépendance,!

impliquant!parfois!frustration!et!malaise!dans!les!familles!transnationales.!

Troisièmement,!l’existence!de!flux!économiques!inversés!s’inscrit!en!faux!par!rapport!

aux!discours!sur!les!migrants!considérés!comme!une!charge!pour!les!systèmes!de!protection!

sociale! des! pays! d’accueil! européens.! En! fait,! ces! transferts! d’argent! en! provenance! de!

l’Équateur!permettent!aux!migrants!de! faire! face!aux!difficultés! liées!à! la! récession!et!aux!

mesures! d’austérité.! Cela! est! importante! en! particulier! en! Espagne,! où! les! migrants! sont!

confrontés!à! l’informalité!du!travail,!en!particulier!des! femmes! (OIT!2016),!ou!sont!parfois!

employés!avec!des!contrats!de!travail!qui!les!excluent!des!droits!de!sécurité!sociale!bien!qu’ils!

paient!des!impôts!(Guamán!and!Illueca!2012).!Cela!montre!que!même!lorsque!l'accès!au!droit!

à!l'aide!sociale!est!officiellement!disponible!mais!de(facto!limité,!la!famille!et!l’environnement!

de! ressources! étendu! du! pays! d’origine! sont! fondamentaux! pour! assurer! les! besoins! de!

protection!sociale.!

!

Le(chapitre(6!va!au>delà!de!la!considération!des!dispositions!et!des!arrangements!entre!

ici( et( là:bas,! et! prend! en! compte! les! circulations! multidirectionnelles! des! personnes! et!

ressources!entre!plusieurs!pays.!Celles>ci!comprennent!principalement!les!trois!contextes!de!

recherche!que!sont!l’Espagne,!l’Angleterre!et!l’Équateur!et,!dans!certains!cas,!des!pays!comme!

les!États>Unis!et!l’Italie,!où!les!migrants!ont!des!liens!familiaux!et!de!protection!sociale.!!

Ce!chapitre!contribue!à!la!littérature!sur!la!migration,!les!familles!transnationales!et!la!

PST!de!différentes!manières.!Premièrement,!il!montre!que!les!arrangements!de!PST!peuvent!

aller!au>delà!de!la!considération!bipolaire!conventionnellement!considérée!par!les!spécialistes!
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de! la! migration.! En! fait,! les! trajectoires! spatiales! des! migrants! sont! plus! complexes! et!

impliquent!des!ré>émigrations,!comme!celle!vers!l’Angleterre,!tout!en!maintenant!des!liens!de!

protection! sociale! avec! le! pays! de! résidence! précédent,! l’Espagne,! et! le! pays! d’origine,!

l’Équateur.! Contrairement! à! l’idée! d’extension! de! l’EPST! à! des! fins! d’accumulation!

opportuniste!de!ressources!liées!à!la!protection!sociale!(voir,!par!exemple,!Trémon!2011!;!Ong!

1999! ;! Bryceson! 2019),! pour! les!migrants! de! cette! étude,! il! s’agit! plutôt! d’une! adaptation!

réactive!à!des!environnements!contraignants!gérés!auparavant!entre!deux!pays.!Cependant,!

dans!une!telle!situation,!gérer!un!EPST!élargi!est!un!jeu!risqué,!car!les!migrants!accumulent!

plutôt! des! vulnérabilités! et! contraintes! (McIlwaine! and! Bunge! 2019),! à! cause! de! la!

multiplication!de!leurs!liens!de!responsabilité!transnationaux.!

Deuxièmement,!pour!examiner!les!arrangements!de!PST!entre!plusieurs!pays,!j'intègre!

une!approche!socio>spatiale!combinant!les!perspectives!de!«!capacité!circulatoire!»!(Fréguin>

Gresh!et!al.!2015)!et!de!«!circulation!des!soins!»!!(Baldassar!and!Merla!2014).!Une!«!circulation(

diffuse(du(soutien(»!peut!être!observée!chez!les!familles!dans!un!système!de!PST!étendu!en!ce!

que!1)!les!membres!de!la!famille!impliqués!ne!suivent!pas!les!logiques!de!réciprocité!directe!;!

2)!les!temporalités!dans!lesquelles!une!telle!réciprocité!indirecte!a!lieu!peuvent!être!longues!

;! et! 3)! l’EPST! élargi! englobe! plusieurs! pays! (voir! aussi! Palash! and! Baby>Collin,! 2018).! Les!

familles! adaptent! leurs! ressources! et! leurs! contraintes! en! fonction! de! pratiques! spatiales,!

financières,!matérielles!et!organisationnelles,!par!des!transactions!multidirectionnelles!(voir!

également!Serra!and!Mazzucato,!2019).!Cela!se! traduit!par!des!adaptations!socio>spatiales!

flexibles,!impliquant!la!passation!des!responsabilités!de!soutien!dans!des!formes!variées,!dans!

l'espace! et! dans! le! temps.! Ceci! est! façonné! par! des! conditions! externes! liées! à! des!

environnements!spécifiques!et!à!la!dynamique!familiale!interne!liée!aux!besoins!émergents!

au!cours!de!la!vie!et!aux!liens!relationnels!des!personnes!impliquées.!

Dans!ces!systèmes!de!PST!élargis!on!peut!distinguer!deux!profils!principaux!de!familles!

dans!leurs!différents!modes!de!gestion!de!l’EPST!étendu!(voir!aussi!Fréguin>Gresh!et!al.!2015!;!

Lafleur!and!Vivas!2018).!La!plupart!des!familles!vulnérables!naviguent!dans!un!équilibre!délicat!

entre!des! ressources! rares!et!éparses!et!des!contraintes!prédominantes,!avec!des! liens!de!

réciprocité! et!d’(inter)dépendance! forts,! et! des!besoins!de!protection! sociale!majeurs.! Les!

migrants! appartenant! à! cette! catégorie! de! familles! ont! des! obligations! de! soutien! plus!

importantes!et!leur!déploiement!vers!plus!d’un!pays!les!oblige!à!suspendre!les!allocations!de!

ressources!vers!certains!pôles,!avec!des!priorités!généralement!orientées!vers!leurs!parents!
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et!enfants,!où!qu’ils! se! trouvent.!En!revanche,!dans!un!groupe!secondaire!de! familles!plus!

privilégiées,!les!transactions!de!ressources!sont!moins!denses,!l’autonomie!entre!les!membres!

de!la!famille!est!plus!grande,!et!la!dépendance!envers!les!prestations!étatiques!moindre.!Leur!

extension!de!l’EPST!est!plus!un!choix,!et!ils!préfèrent!le!gérer!entre!deux!pays!principaux,!les!

flux!économiques!inversés!mobilisés!depuis!l’Équateur!étant!souvent!importants.!

Enfin,!en!ce!qui!concerne!l’utilisation!des!systèmes!de!protection!sociale!étatiques,!les!

migrants!gérant!la!PST!entre!plusieurs!pays!se!retrouvent!avec!des!cotisations!de!travail!dans!

différents!pays,!ce!qui!implique!souvent!leur!perte,!puisque!les!accords!de!sécurité!sociale!ne!

couvrent!pas!tous!les!pays!où!ils!ont!des!liens!(voir!également!Palash!and!Serra,!à!paraître).!

De!plus,!parce!qu'ils!considèrent!que!les!soins!publics!de!santé!sont!inefficaces!en!Angleterre,!

les!migrants!se!déplacent!pour!cette!raison!vers!leur!pays!de!résidence!précédent,!l'Espagne!

(voir!aussi!Serra!and!Mazzucato!2019),!ce!qui!démystifie!l'hypothèse!du!«!tourisme!social!»,!

populaire! au! Royaume>Uni,! selon! laquelle! les! migrants! viendraient! uniquement! pour!

bénéficier!des!services!sociaux!en!Angleterre!(Fernandes!2016).!Dans!un!contexte!d'austérité!

en!Europe,!marqué!par!des! risques!sociaux!croissants,! les! ressources! informelles!semblent!

être!cruciales!pour!ces!double!nationaux!quand!elles!sont!mobilisées!entre!plusieurs!pays.!

!

La!thèse!se!termine!par!une!conclusion!dans!laquelle!je!résume!les!principaux!résultats!

de!la!recherche!et!réponds!aux!questions!de!recherche!et!à!leurs!implications!par!rapport!à!la!

littérature!existante!et!à!la!théorie!émergente!du!PST.!Enfin,!je!discute!également!des!limites!

de!cette! recherche!et! indique!d’autres!pistes!de! recherche!sur!ce!sujet,! tout!en! formulant!

plusieurs!recommandations!de!politique!générale.!

Les!principaux!résultats!de!recherche!montrent!que!même!lorsque!les!migrants!vivant!

en!dehors!de!leur!pays!d'origine!détiennent!une!citoyenneté!favorable!comme!la!citoyenneté!

européenne! (espagnole),! il! est! difficile! pour! les! familles! dont! les! membres! vivent! dans!

différents!pays!d’organiser! leur!protection! sociale,! a! fortiori!quand! ils!ont!été!affectés!par!

plusieurs! crises! économiques.! Dans! leur! espace! de! protection! sociale! transnationale,! les!

familles! combinent! des! ressources! dispersées! tout! en! faisant! face! à! des! contraintes!

prédominantes,!comme!celles!liées!aux!mesures!d’austérité!et!à!des!systèmes!de!protection!

sociale! inadéquats! car! limités! aux! territoires! nationaux! et! conçus! pour! des! familles!

sédentaires.!Leurs!pratiques!et!arrangements!de!PST!reflètent!des!divisions!de!classe,!et!les!
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trajectoires! transnationales! itinérantes! des! migrants! impliquent! des! vulnérabilités!

croissantes.!

Cette!étude!a!retracé!les!flux!complexes!de!provisions!de!protection!sociale!en!matière!

de!de!services,!de!biens!et!de!personnes,!dans!les!familles!transnationales!caractérisées!par!

des! liens! multiples,! ce! qui! représente! une! contribution! novatrice! à! la! littérature! sur! la!

migration,! les! familles! transnationales! et! la! PST.! Toutefois,! des! recherches! ultérieures!

pourraient!approfondir!des!questions!plus!spécifiques,!relatives!aux!différents!domaines!de!

PST.!

En! guise! de! recommandations,! deux! points! sont! à! souligner.! D’abord,! en! ce! qui!

concerne!les!accords!bilatéraux!de!sécurité!sociale,!les!États!devraient!s’engager!à!promouvoir!

la! formalisation! du!marché! du! travail! dans! les! pays! d’accueil! et! d’origine,! afin! de! garantir!

l’accumulation!des!cotisations!des!travailleurs!migrants!et!donc!leurs!droits!sociaux.!En!outre,!

la!mise!en!œuvre!des!accords!de!sécurité!sociale!devrait!s’étendre!au>delà!des!pays!ayant!des!

liens!coloniaux,!dans!la!mesure!où!la!transférabilité!des!droits!à!la!sécurité!sociale!facilite!la!

possibilité!pour!les!personnes!de!retourner!dans!leur!pays!d’origine!si!elles!le!souhaitent.!Un!

autre!aspect!concerne!l'exclusion!des!prestations!sociales!des!familles!à!faible!revenu!quand!

celles>ci!redistribuent!leurs!moyens!économiques!d'un!pays!à!l'autre.!Ces!obstacles!doivent!

être! supprimés! car! ils! reflètent! des! insuffisances! en! ce! qui! concerne! les! besoins! et! les!

responsabilités! des! familles! transnationales! et! exposent! leurs! membres! à! des! risques!

supplémentaires.!
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